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f'lanarr'l n c< anh l ..---,.--y

I have the honou.r to refer to the invitation you addressed to rne that
Her Majestyrs Govern:ment should be represented on the Coumittee of Seventeen which
you ar€ appointing in accordance with resolution 1654 (XVI).

I thank you for the close interest which Your Xxcellency has taken in this
natter and I an pleased to inforn you that Her. Majestyts Governnent accept your

l-nvitation to be represented on this Conmittee. In doing so, hcwever, they
wish to draw attention to the statement made by the Minister of State at the
f066th meeting of the Generaf Assembly orr 2J Novernber L96I, on the subject of
Britlsh colonial- policy and the proposed establishment of the present Con:nittee.

fn the course of his speech he stated:

rrWe have at every stage made it plain that we shall discharge our
nesrorreihi I il-.v fir'l l v and f parl css l v InlF .alxtoL share or shift that
responsibility. Neither haye we any wish Lo sbirk iL. We have made
it clear Lhroughout that we cannot accept any f'orrn of jnterventlon in
the administration of the territories .for which we are reeponsible;
and if there were aqy attempt to ittervene in thei-r adrnirristration we
shoul-d be bound to withdraw our co-operation. I{e have co-operated very
fully with the Conmittee on fnformation, and indeed as far as we are
concerned we see no need for another conmittee. Nevertheless in lhe
splrit of co-operation we are willi,ng, subject to its satj.sfactory
composition and on Lhe clear understanding that ir wjll not attempt to
intervene i-n the adrninistration of territories for which we are responsibl-e.
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to co-operate with the Conimittee, to participate i-n it, to provide itwith info*nation and join in its discussions. This is the spirit ofco-operation which we have always shown in these matters. fi was inthis spirit that we announced earlier in this session olr. irlturrtionto provide the united Nations r.aith fufr- poliLical and consti.tutionarinformation on alf our rernaining dependent territories, ar.a if i" 
-i'

this spirit that we rnake this furtltJr <lecfaration of co_operation ioaay. u

rt is on this understanding that Her l.rrajestyr s Government are prepared to
p,artlcipate in the Conmittee.

r woufd be grateful if yo'r Excelrency wourd circufate this retter as a
document of the Unitecl Nations.
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