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IIIFoBMATION FRoM N0N-SEL!'-G0VERNING TmRITORISS: SUUMARIES
OF INFOM4AIITON TEANE}MTIED UNDMR ARTICIE ?' E OF TEE CEARIER

OF TEE UNITED IVATIONS

FEPONT OF TEE SECREITARY-GENEBAI

PACI3IC TENRITOR]ES

fn scco"dance lrith tbe eteteldent of tbe Secretery of gtete fo} ForeL.gn Affai"s
of the Unlted Kingdon of Great Brltaln alid Nortbern Ileland oo 2T Septenber l-961-,

the Govelnment of the united Kingdom has transDitted to the secxetery-General the
folJ-ovlng polltica1 and conetltutlonaL infornatlon on tlre Terrltory of Gtl-belt and

!/ In accordance 'edth Ceneral AsseibLy resolution f-Too (XvI) of 19 Decenber 196L,
thls lnfor@tion ls aLso subnltted to tbe Connittee on Infoxmatisn fron
Non-Self -Covernlng Telrltcr ieg.

ELLlce Islande.
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GNEERT AND EITICE TSI,ANDS

POPUIATION

The Terrttory conglste of ,7 lsl-antlB. Thelr estlasted popu.lation at
Jl lecenber 1959 nes 45,0CO. The divlslon by races ls es fofl-ovs:

I,[lcronesian ,Br0OO

Polynesian 6,000

EurotrFans and others 1r00O
.--'---:
45 r00o

ADMINISINATION

fhe baeLc unlte of adnlnlstratlon are the 26 Nbtive (or Island ) Governmeats,

'!{hlch are eEtabLtBhed ou tbe Eost Bopul-oug ls1ands. Tbe head of eacb Island

Goverbmeat is tbe fglend l&glstrate, wbo lB the repreaentatlve of the ceDtral

Govelrreat on the i sl-and and Chatrnan of the Islanal Councll. Ee 1s respodBtb].e for
the adnlnlstratloa of the l-sLand and l-B assltetl by a Chtef of lGubure or Fongaulu

(who Is the chtef executlve officer), the lElaad Scrlbe (vho ls sec"etary of the

Is]-aad CouncLl ) and a Cblef of Island Pollce. llhese offlcers are Local lDhabitantB

T"bo are appolntetl by the dtetrlct co@lssloDer after eonsultatioa with the islantl
cormcil concerned.. Other locaL offlclaLs are appolnted by the IsLand Councll

1teelf.
The IsLand counci].E consi8t of elected ue4bers, nonl.neted nemberg and

ex offlclo menbex6. The elected nembers are elected by unLversa]- adul-t suffrage of
aL1 l8Lenders over the age of JO aad there 16 e naJonlty of e].ected !0enbera ln all
the islqnd councll-s. In artdltion to appointing certain menbers of the Ieland

GovernneEts, the l-sland cou!.clls have power to uske Local regul€tions covering a
wld.e range of subJects, and prowlde serviceg for the getreral health, security aad

'*ell-belng of each island. llhe couaclls bave fuLl- flDaacial. respoBslbLlity and

mske theLr ovn estlnates of revenue and extrFDtllture; 1n noet cases they trEy for the

varlouB igLand servlces out of l-ocal- revenue but, iu cases lthere they are not

flnanclal-ly self-supportlng, they recelve a gubvention from central govern&ent funds"

The llbrritory ts dlvided for aduinlstratlve pulposee into four dtstrlctB, each

headed by a dist!1ct comissloner or eenl-or dietrlct conmissloner. lllxese

co@issloners are reBlons1b1e for superviBing and gutdtng the work of the fsfand



D

A/5c8r-A.dd.]-
EngJ-ish
Itsee J

Covernnents wlthin thelr area under the dlrection of tbe ResLdent Coml,estoaer

(w. v..f , Anderson), who resl-des ln ltarar€ (the caprtal) and ls.the chlef
adrolnlstrattve offLcer ln tbe Terrltory. Ee is assl-Bted tn hlE adnlni8tratlon by

the Secxetary to the Gowernment, the Senior Educatloa Officer, the legal- Advleer,
the senlor Meallcal- officer and other offlclals, who are reeponslbJ-e f,or the

day-to-day adnlnlstratlon of thelr reslecttve departnente.
Tbe over-a1l reEpobelbLllty for the aalrnlrf stratlon of the Tel:.ttory uestB with

the Elgb Colnml.Betoner for the WeBtern hclftc (14r. D.C.C. Treach ), who xesldes in
gonlara (nritrsu Solomoa Islands ). The Elgh Counl e sioaer le empovered to eake law8

for tbe peace, order abtl good governnent of, the Territory, due regard being paid.

to J.ocaL custome; in caees where a proposed l€ll nlgbt affect the ll-ves of the 1ocal
populatioD, ttre ls1and coufcll-a are consulted.

PARTICIPATION OF IOCAT ]NHABIITA}ITS IN Iffi CENTTAL GOYERNMENT

AE already notetl, the vaxlouB 181and counclls, compoeed oo1ely of indlgenous

lnhabltants, enJoy a conBiderabl-e mea Bure of autonony in runnLag the l-ocal

adminlstratLon of each lsland. Particl-tr€tlon by the lslqnders ln the cetrtr€]-

adnlnlstrqtlon of the TerrLtory ig nade exbrenel-y tllfflcult by the vast dlstab.ces

betveen the dtfferent islauds (tne'57 tslaDds of the Territory ale spread over

more than 2 nlllion square ell-es of ocean). Eovever, a Confereace of local.

lntrabltants is held at regu].ar intervaLs to adviBe the Central GoverEneEt on nstters
lald before l-t, pa rti cu].arly questlorxs relatlDg to the in<Itgenous lnhabitants

themselves. llhe representatlon at tbls conference comprlseB lsl-and Eagtstrates,

elected representatlves of groupo of tsLands, xelresentatlves from tbe princlpal.

&lssions aEd varlous government' obBervers. Meettuge of thls ConfeleEce glve an

opporturrity fo} islande"s fron aLL parte of tbe Terrlto"y to meet togetbe? and

encourage the growbh of a ratlonal. (as opposed to an lnsul-ar ) 1oya1ty.

JIIDICTARY

The extsttng Judictal system vl-1,1 ehortly be 
"epl-aced 

by the Western Faclfic
( Courts ) Order 10 Councll, l-961. Thls Order lE Council provltles fox a Eigb Court

of the Western hcJ-flc, whoee JudgeB rdll be a Chlef Justlce and a E1mber of
putBne Judges, aEd the slgb Coult v111 poesees and exerclse the sarae Jurisdlctlon

i
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as the EiBh Court of Justice in Eng1and. the Elgh Cour.r vll1 have jurlsdictlon to
hear appeals from the judgene[ts of any other Court in the llerritory, rzhl].e an

appeal ln respect of a Juilgernent by the Etgh Court lteeLf ldIL 1ie to the Ftjl
Court of Appeal.

In additlon to the mgb Court, there 1s a system of locaL o" natlve courtc
wbtch have dde Jurisdiction over all- l-oca]. lnhFbltants. The ].oca]- court on eacb

island ls presialed over by the lsland nragi8trate, lrho can be asslsted by four or
more assesEors. In additlon, lsland l-an4 courte deaL wlth loca]. prolerty, estate
end land dlsputes. [he se are col0posed of the i6].and nagistrate and a laneL of
selected lolanders.




