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In accordance 'wlth the statement of, the of State fo" ForeigD

Affalrs of the Unlted KlnEdom of Great Britain Northern IreLend. on

2J September !96L, +,be Govenrment of the United has trarsnltted to
tutlonaL lnformatlon

Thi6 lnfornatlon, ltblch was recelved- on 2 1962, 1s, hererilth
sessiori.9

L/ In accordance wlth GeneraL Assenblv resoluti IToo (XI|I) of lP December L96L,

the Secretary-GeneraL the fou-olrlug political- and

on the Territory of Singapore.

subnitted to tb.e General Assembl-y at Lts

this laformatlon is aLso subnitted to the
Se]-f-Govexolng Terrltorles.
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SIIGA?ORE

POPIJLATION

The estlnatetl popul-ation of Singapore (mfa-f96f) was 11687 r3AQ. The diviBlon
into racial grou;ls is as fol]-olls:

Chlnese

Malaysians

fnfllans and Pakistanis
Eurasians and otbefs
Elrropeans

Total-

.l-,2691100

. 216tt+OO

. l4l-r5oo
^/ ^^^. zo, rtuv

' 1'' l+oo

L,687,3oo

STATI]S AND PREI,I:TOUS EISTORY

SLngapore ls a State vlth fliLl lnternal- eelf-goveranent und-er its own

Eead. of State (Yang di-Pertuan irtegara). The present coDstltution 1s based oa

the recomroendatlons of a Co!$tLtutlonal- Coaference rthlch took place iL L957,

and- vhich $a6 atteDded. by represeotatives of the naJor po]-ltlca]- partles 1n

the Legtsl-ature, lnc}:dl-ng lvlr. tee Kuan Yew, the present Prlme Ml-nister. At

that time Slngapore already had. a consld.erable neasure of seJ-f-government, with
a maJor:ity of eLected. Benber6 l.n the Legislative Assembly and the Counci]. of
l4inisters. The forner had 25 eLected members, 4 non:inated. members and

, en-offlclo nenbers, llhl]-e the l-atter consisted of 6 el-ected ndnlsters and

, ex-officio ministers. The elected nembers of the Councll of Mlnlsters,
llke the ex-off,lclo rninlsters, }r'exe each glven ?espoEslbl]-1ty over one or more

departnents of governnent, and. thus had a considerable responsibllity for
su;:errrising the adrn-inlstratioa of tbe country as lrell as havlng a fu1l share

ln poLicy maklDg. Che J-eatu.ng eLected. mlnister had the tltLe of Chief lvliniste".

195? CONST]TIITTONA], CONFERENCE

I\7 t,:ne l9r7 ConEtitutional Conference, agreement was reached. ou a

constltution qhich llou.I-d confer fual internal self-goveflment on Singapore,

l-eavlng the Brltlsh Goeernment resp'onsible od-y for the exter-nal defence and



Slngapore ls haor^rn as the State of Singapore, and

replaced. by a Malayan-born Eead. of State. fbe Bri
in Slngapore by a Coamissloner.

A/jo79/Add,.t+

extenla]. relatloos of Slngapore. Und.er thls Consti whj.ch 1s now ln force,
Brltlstr Governor has beea

eh Governiaent 1s repfesented.

EEAD OF STATE

The Eead. of State (Yang di.-Pertuan Negara) ls
tb.e GoverDu.ent of SLngapore and. is a Malay. Ee

the same lray as the Queenrs Representative ln a

Comnonrtealth ia 
"eLatlon 

to Euch functioas as the ointment and- dlsnissal of
AssenbJ-y. He assents toa Prlne Mlliste", and dlssol-ut1on of the Legls].atl

lavs passed by the Legisl-atlve AssembJ-y and. ttre proFogative of mercy.

CAB]NET

The Cabinet consists of a Prime }4inlster and preseat) elght other

Benber of the

. fhe Cablnet is
of Stngabore for the

nlnlsters, lrho are members of the Le8lslative
collectively re8ponsible to the l,egls].atlve As

difectloo antl controL of the Goverrrnent of the

arcnoints as Pvlme M:in-lster that nenber of the

to comnand a naJorLty, and appoints the renainlng

Mlnlstert s adwlce.

fh9 ninlsters at present holdlng offlce are:

Mr. tee Kuan Yets (mime Mlaister)
Dr,. Toh Chln Chye (Deputy Prime Mluister)

Mr.. S. Rajaratnan (Mlnister for CuJ-ture )

Mr.. Yong Nyuk Lin (Minlster for Education)

}f. Goh Keng Svee (Mintst.r for tr'inance )

Mr. Ahmad etn fbrahlnt (Mtn:ister for T,abour)

Mr. ong Pang Soon (Mlnister fo? Eome Affalrs)
Mr'. K.M. Syrne (Minlster for Eealth and Law)

Mr. Tan Kla Gan (Minister for National

AJ.l nlnlsters are inbabitants of Singapore.
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LEGISTATUHE

The glngapore teglstature 1s u[i-camera]-, conslsting of a Legislative

Assenbly l,r:ith 5l- elected meEbers. Al-l meubers of the tegislatlve Assenbly

are inhabitaats of SiDgapore.

TX.F"CTOBAL SYSTIM

This 1e based on unlversal- adul-t suff"age. Members of the te8lsIatlve

Assenblyaree}ected.1nslng].emeEberconstituencleB.ElectorBmustbeci'tizens
of SlEgapore over the age of 21.

The last electlons vere hel-d la May !pJ), and ylel-d'ed' the fo]-lowing

results !
I{r:Bbef of Percetltage of

seats votes cagtParby

Peopler s Action Parby
(Leader: M". Lee Kuan Yew)

Stogupo"u PeopJ-et s ALJ-lance ,
(Leaderr ftlr L1m Yew Eock]

Llberal Soclallst Party
(Leader: Mr. E.K. Taa) . .

ulvurlv/ IYtu]{
(Llaoer: Dato Abdul Eamld) .

Worfers' ?artY
(teader: l4r. D. MarshalL ) . . .

fualep endent s aDtl other Partles

41

None

1

None

L

54.1+

8.2

6.8

9.r

FoJ-lo,ring these electLods Mr. lee l(uan Yew lras lnvlted' to forn a first

gover[oent uniler the Dew Constltutlon and' he i6 the preEent Prine Miuiste" '
AB a result of by-elect1ons, tbe fornation of tno new partles (Barlsao Socialis

and. Un:ited Peoplels Party) and. changes of parby a].leglance' tbe present'

&istribution of seats 1n the Assenbly is now as fo].loltE:

?arty
Peoplel s Action Parby

(ieaaer: Mr. Lee Ituan Yerr)

Barlsarx Soclalis
(leader: Dr. Lee Sie'e't Choh)

Seats

zo
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Parby

Slngapore Peoplet s AIL1 anc e/UMN
(ieaoer: fuo r,rro Yew noci<)

Ur-lted Peopler s ?arby
(teader: Mr. Ong Eng Guan)

Seats

o/McA

Workers t Party
(teader: Mr. D. Marsha[) . . I

I
t_L

Independent (1,r. a.P. RaJah) .

UNITED KINGIOM

The responslbll-lties of the Brltish
erberaa]- relatlons of Singapore (other than trade

responsl-billty has been d-elegated to the Slngapore

the Unlted Kingdon Connlssioner, who 19 cttairman

vhtch serves as a roedi::n of consul-tatlon bett^reea

Govern@eot on natters arlelag from B:ritalnr s

and. elcternal affairs. ge also is chalrnao of the

vhi-ch serves as a &eillum of consul-tation betqeen

civl1 and crinlnat Jurledlctlon are coLlectlvely

There are al-so c1v1l and crininaL dlstrlct courbs

Govel'naents on questlons of pol1cy relating to tbe

and. publ-1c order. The other oenbers of thls
nemberg appolnted by thetr,ro other nlnlste"g of the Slngapore GoveroneDt,

Brltlsh Governnent and. one roeBber appoloted by the

of MaLaya. Under the Constitution, Slngapore @ini

for maintainLng ioternal lav and. order i.neludlng

JUDICIARY

There ls a Elgh Courb vlth url-ini.ted Juri sd1 presl.lted over by the

ChLef Justlce or by a pulsae Judge. The Eigh a]-so heafs appeals from clv:il
4tstrlct courbs. Appeal-E from the Eigh Court are bY tpe Court of AppeaL

corq)osed- of three Jufuee. The Court of Appeal the High Court iE both its

for the dxternal defence and

, for vhtch

) are exercised by

ao lnter+governmental conmi-ttee

apore ai.d the Brltlsh
blIlty f,or external d.efeEce

ell1a]. Secu"lty Councll,

e Slngapofe and British
malntenanfe of publlc safety

I are the Prlne llintster and

Governnent of the !'ederatlon
have fu]-1 Tesponsibi]-lty
of lbhe Po11ce.

bed e6 tbe Suprene Courb.

maglstratbs I courts and a
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Juvenlle court. The Cblef Justice is appointed by the Eead of state on the advice

of the Frlne Mlnlster of Singapore, wh11e the other Supreme Courb Judgee are

appointed. by the Eead. of state on the advlce of a coutciL consletlng of the chief

JustLce, the other Judges of the supreme court, and. tbe state Advocate-General.

In ord.er to safeguard the lndelenaleoce of the Ju&iciary, lrovislons for ttle
appolntment, promotloD and removal fron offlce of Judges are vrltten into the

ConstltutloB. A13- Judgee 1[ slngapo"e are ]-oeaL iEhablteats except for, at
present, the ChLef Ju6tlce.

LOCS], PARTICIPATION ]N GOVBNMH\IT

The Slugapore Clrrll- Servlce is aLnost entirel-y J-ocal-ly recruited.. A1l-

JuDlor posts, and practlcally aLL seDior poFts (lncludLDg aal permanent

secretarles of uinlstries) are ftllett by offlcers of local- or.igln. gverseas

offlcers, vbo nov nunber abou.t ninety, are maialy in technical posts for vhLcht

as yet, insufflclent local candltlates have been forthconing. 0ver6eas officel.g

are replaced as and vhen suitably quaufled l-ocal inhabltants becone availabl-e.

As aLread.y explalned., most Judges, al-]. nj.nlsters sa{ all oenbers of tbe

Leglslative Assembly are inhabltants of Singapore.




