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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERATL

PACTFIC TERRITORIES

Fiji
In accordance wlth the statement of the Secretary of State for Forelgn
Affaire of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on
27 Septémber 1961, the Government of the United Kingdom has transmitted to
the Secretéry-General the following political and constitutional information
on the Territory of Fiji.

This information, which was recelved on 4 April 1962, is herewith submitted
to the Generel Asesembly at its seventeenth session.l

1/ In accordance with General Assembly resolution 1700 (XVI) of
19 December 1961, this information is also submitted to the Committee
on Information from Woun-Self-Governing Territorles.
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POPULATION

The Territory consiets of more than 300 islands with a total land ares of
over 7,000 sqguere miles; but most of the land area, and of the population, is
concentrated on the two largest islands of Vitl Levu and Vanua Levu. The
estimated population of Fiji at May 1960 was 401,08l. The break~down by races
1ls as follows:

Fljian ¢ o o o o s » « « 107,473
Tndian v o o o o o o « » 197,952
EUXOPEAK o » o s o o o » 10,667
Part European . « + « 8,696
Chinese o+ o « » o« o o &  4,0U3
Others o« o o o o o « o » 11,287

Total 401,018

CONSTITUTION

The main provisions of the present Constitution are as follows:

Governor

The Governor (at present Sir Kenneth Maddocks) is head of the administration
of the Territory. In the exercise of his powers he is advised by the Executive
Council and normelly acts in accordance with the advice he receives.

Executive Couneil

Tae Executive Council is the chief executive body of the Territory; it
consigte of 3 ex-officlo civil servants and 5 other members appointed by the
Governor. The appointed members include one Fijien, one European and one Indian
drawvn from among the non-official members of the Legislative Council. When s
vacancy cccurs amongst these three members of the Executive Couneil, the Europeen,
Fijian or Indisn non-official members of the Leglslative Council, as the case

may be, customarily select one of their number for their vecancy.
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The present members of the Executive Council, under the chailrmanship of
the Governor, are:

Mr. J.N. Falvey

Mr. C.W. Cayzer

Ratu K.K.T. Mara

Mr, 4,T.N, Deoki

Mr. P.D. Macdonald (Colonial Secretary)

Mr. A.N. Greeawood (Attorney-General)

Mr. E.R. Bevington (Finaneisl Secretary)

Mr. A.C. Reid (Secretery for Fijlen Affairs)

Legislative Council

The Leglislative Council passes laws, with the Governor's assent (which is
normelly given), on all matters within the competence of the local government
and controls its budget. It consists of 31 members under the chairmanship of a
Speaker (Mr. H,M. Scott), of whom 16 are official members end 15 are non-officials.
The non-officlal members comprise 5 Huropeans, 5 Indians and 5 Fijians; 3 of the
European and 3 of the Indlaen representatives are elected, and 2 are appointed by
the Governor, while the 5 Fijian members are all elected,

ELECTORAL SYSTEM

The five Fijlan members of the Legislative Council are elected by the
Councll of Chiefs who vote by secret ballot. The Council of Chiefs is
representative of both chiefs end people; its membership inecludes 6 chiefs, the
heads of the 1k provinces of Fiji, a Fijian magistrate, a Fijian school teacher
and a Fljien medical officer, a representative of each province elected by
secret ballot at a full meeting of the Provinecial Council, 4 representatives of
the workers In urban areas and othere. The European and Indian elected menbers
are elected by thelr respective communities, electors at present being required
to have a small property quelification and to be literate in either English or
& specified Indian langumge, The last elections took place in Septenmber 1959.
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JUDICTIARY

The Supreme Court 1n Fliji exercises similar jurisdiction, powers and
authority to the High Court of Justice in England. There is a Chief Justice and
one puisne judge. Criminal trials are elther by a Jjudge or a jury of seven or
by a Judge sitting with assessors, The Supreme Court is the Court of appeal In
eriminal and civil metters from decisions of meglstretes and provincial courte;
appeal from the Supreme Court itself lies to the Privy Council in London as
of right from any finel judgement where the matter in dispute or cleim involved
exceeds £500 sterling, and at the discretion of the eourt if the question involved
18 one which, by reason of i1ts general or public lmportance, cught %o be submitied
to the Privy Council for decision.

There are alsc provineial and district courts which exercise limited eivil

and criminal Jjurisdiction in cases where the parties are Fijians.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The city of Suva is sdministered by a City Council; there are 6 Europesn
and 6 Indian elected councillors, and 2 councillors appointed to represent
minority interests. The second largest urban centre, Lautoka, has & Town Couneil
with a majority of elected councillors, while the graller towns of Neusori, Ba,
Labasa, Levuke and Nadi have township boards. These counclls and boards
exercise normal local government fuhctions.

There is also a special local government system with jurisdiction over all
Fijiens in the Territory, known as the Fijlan Administration. For thls purpose,
the Territory is divided into 1k provinces (yasana) each of which comprises a
number of districts (tikina). The chief executive officer of each province 1is
called s Roko Tui and the head of each dilstrict is called a Buli, Each province
has its own council and controls its owm budget. The principal source of
revenue is & personel rate payable by akl male Fijian adults, at a rate assessed

by each provinciasl couneil.
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