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In accord-ance vlth the stateme!'t of tbe Secretary of State for Forelgn

Affalrs of the United Klngdom of Great lrltaln and Northern Irel-and' on

2? Septenber tg6t, tne GoverDment of the unlted Klngd.om has transr0ltted. to the

Secretery-General- tbe fol-l-ovlng polittca]- a.rid constitutl-onal iDfornation on the

Terrltory of Falkland Isfands.

fhls lnformatlon, vhi ch vas recelved. on 2J tr[arch :rfiz, is herewlth suimltted

to the General- Assenbly at its seventeenth sesslon':/

ID accordaDce vlth GeDeraI Assenbly resolution f?OO (XVf) of L9- Decenber l-9b1,

thls lDformation 1s al-so subnltted. to the Coonlttee on lnfornatlon fron

Seventeenth sessloa

Non-self-GoverDLqg Terrltorles.
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rEE T'AI,I{I,AND ISI.ANDS

PIPUI4.TTON

The estlrnated popuJ-ation of the Falkland Is.Iands at ll- Decenber 1959 was

2r\7t. A]l- were of Europeatr deecent and- most lrere of Srltlsh orlgln.

CONSTITIETON

The present ConstLtutlob, vhlch tletes frolo l-95L, prcvld.es for a Governor,

asslsted by en Executlve CounclJ-, and.a legls'Iatlve CotrnclL. Prlor to 1951, the

Executlve Cou[c11 aad. Leglslatlve CouDcll cohElsted of an equal number of offlcla]-
nenbere.(1.e.., civtl eervants ) a.nd- non-of,flcLal neabers nouLne.ted. by the GoverEor.

UDd.€r the J-951 corstltutlon, electlons lre"e iutroilueed. for dembershlp of the

Leglslatlve CounclJ-, and. provlgLorl was Ead.€ for a eaJorlty of elected. nembers 1n

botlr the Eiecutlve and Leglelatlve Councils,
' The ueln features'of the pre8ent cobstltutlo! are ae follove:

. Go]ernof

The Goverdor (at preseot Slr E. Arfowentth) ls tbe head of the arrrntnl-stratton

of the Terfltot'Jr. Iu the exerclse of hl-e powers he 1e advleed. by the Executlve

CounclL. He 4or&ally aets 1! accord.aDce lrlth tbe attvtce be recetve8 from the

Exeeuilv-e Council a,!tl. cer .only act agalnst thls advLce ln certain str)eclfled
circunstances.

Executlve Councll

The Executi.ve Councll- ls the prl!'clpal exe cutlve orgen and. norBtally takeB

declslons on all &attero affectlng the lnterqe-L goverEment of the Terrltoly,
lnctrudlng the budget. It ls conposed. of 5 non-offlcLs:L oenberE noldnated by the

Govelnor aud J clvil servarts. The paesent menbersbi! of tbe Executlve Courcll,
under the ebalrnanshlp of tbe Covemor, Ls es fo]-lovs:
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Mr. T.A. Ollrut'h
l.lr. A .G. Serbon

Mr. N.K. caneron

Mr. E.C. Earding

Mr. L.C. Glesdell ( Colonla} Treasurer)

Mr. n.E.D. Mand.ere (Coloniaf Secretary)

Mr. R.S. SLessor (Senlor Medical Offlcer)
AIL except the last two na&ed. are local iDhabltants.

LeAislatlve councll

f1:e teglsl€.tlve CounciJ. passee J.e,vs for tbe peace, oider and good

goverunent of the Falkland lglands. TIrc council nust Eeet at feast once a year

and ueually has isevera]. sessLons, includlng a budget sesglon in June or JuJ-y'

{n1e presidi-ng offlcer 1s the Governor, ancl there are LJ- other netnbers, of whon

)+ are elected, h nonlnated ( tnctualag tlro non-offlcials ) aud J ex offlcio clv11

servants. The Governor ha6 only a castj'ng vote.

T..T,NCTORAL STSTM{

fhe four elected members of the Leglslative Corxtcil are chosen by universal

adult suffrage. Tbere are no po11tic81 partles in tbe Falkland Islanals.

JUDICIARY

, f,he Judlclal aysteu of tJoe l al_i<fand rslands conslsts of a suprene court

and. a Court of Sur@ary Jurlsdlction. In vleq of the snal1 slze of the Terrltory

and the few eases vhicb arlse, the Governor slt€ as Jud-ge of tbe SupreEe court

qnd the Col.onlal Secretary as ldaglstrate ln tbe Court of Sutnrna'ry Jurlsdictlon'

The Court of Su@ary Jurisd.lction can aLso be presided over by a bencb of

neglstr"ates composetl of two or nore iustlces of the peace'

PARTICIPATTON OF I,OCAL ]NEABITANTS IN ITEE ANM]NISITATION

Al-L junior poBts ln the Adnlnlgtratl.n, aEd tbe neJorlty of the senlor

postel are held by loca1 tnlabltants. Among tbe senior posts held by J-ocal

b



r/lae6/saa.z
Englleh
Page 4

offlcers are those of Co]-onia]- [rea6u?er, Superlntend'ent of Posts and Telegrc'pbs

and the Regi6trar of tbe Sup"ene Court ' Most of the Justlces of tbe peace are

].ocal lnllabltants. As already noted', there ls a rnaJority of eLected inbsbltants

on both the Executive and Legislatlve CouBclle '

I,OCAL GOVERNI/ENT

Stanley, tbe cap1tal, has a Tollo council coBBistlng o 6 elected' treBbers

aud I uembers notrlnated by the Covernor ' Of the 6 el-ected nembers ' J retrre

every two years and. electlons are theref,ore hel-d blennlaf,]-y' The Councll derlves

lts revenues p"l4cipauy fron rates, but aLso receives gI€nte fron the centf,al

covernment. It 16 regponsible fol tbe nolnal range of locaf government gervlces

guch ag the flre brlgade, street cleaning and 11@tlng, houslng and town pJ.anrdng.




