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INPORMATION FRCM NON-SELF-GOVERWING TERRITORIES: SUMMARIES
OF INFORMATION TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICLE 73 e OF THE CHARTER
OF THE UNITED NATTOWS

REPORT OF SECRETARY-GENERAT,

CARTBBEAN AND WESTERN ATLANTIC TERRTTORTES

In accordance wifh the statement of the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Treland on
27 September 1661, the Goverament of the United Kingdom has transmitted to
the Secretary-General the following political and constitutional information
on the‘gf?ritory of Bermuda. |

e
This informetion, which was received on 23 March 1962, is herewith submitted

to the Ceneral Assembly at its seventeenth session.l

1/ In accordance with General Assembly resolution 1700 (XVI) of 19 December 1961,
this information is alsc submitted to the Committee on Information from
Non-Self-Governing Terrltorles.
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BERMUDA

POPULATION

The estimated ciyil populatlon at 51 December 1960, was Uk ,617. @Eérdiviéion
by races is as fbllowa‘

'Europeap:descent;i,” . 16,335
Africen descémt ... 28,282
hh:élT
Bermuda was uninhabited when discovered-and there is thus 06’ truly indigenous. .
population.

_ CGNSTITUTION

The present Constltution of Eermuda is 51m11ar to that of the former North
American ooloﬂies prlor to the War of. IndependEnce. Representatlve governmeat
vas 1ntroduced 1n 1620 and the laws of the'Territory hame been enacted by'the :
local Leglslature since l68h The Govornment is modelled upon that of England
the . Governor representlng the Soverelgn, and the nomlnated Leglslative Counc;l
and the- elected House of Asaembly renresentlng. resneotlvelv. the House 0* Lords

and the House of Commons

EXECUT&VE7'

The Exeoutive Government is in the hands of the Governor -(Sir I. Gascclgne),:
who is adylsed in the exer01se of hls functiona by an Executlve Council “He is
not bound o accept the Counoil's advice but 1n practlce he invariably does 50,
The present mombership of the Council, under the chairmanshlp of the, Governor,

consists of’5 meMbers of the House of Assembly and 3 officials. ”hose at present‘
:holding office arer

i

Z’ Y]
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H.T. Watlington

J.E. Pearman

AD. Spurling

J.E.P. Vesey

W.L. Tucker

W.W. Davidson (Colonial Treasurer)
J.W. Sykes (Colonial Secretary)
J.C. Hooton (Attorney General)

a L] -

SEFEFEEE

All except the last 2 named are Bermudans,

LEGISLATURE

The Bermuda Legislature 1s bleareral and ccnsists of a-Legiglative Courcil
and a House of Assembly. - The Legislative Cduncil (Upper House) has 11 members
appointed by the quernof}'E'Of whom are "official" members while the remaining
8 are prominent citizens of Bermude:, the majority of whom have previcusly served
in the Hbuéé of Assembly. The Legislative Counell reviews legislation passed by
the House of Assembly and may itself introduce any bill other than a money blll.
All except 2 of the Council members are local inhabitents. .

The House of Assembly (Lower House).is the oldest elected institution in‘the
dependent Territories; 1ts firéffmeeting fook place in 1620. Tt consists of %6
elected members, all of whom are local iphabitants. The Preslding Officer is the
Speaker (Sir John Cox). The House of Assembly is elected for five yesrs!

maximum duration,

ELECTORAL SYSTEM

‘The 36 members of the House of Assembly are elected by nine parishes
(i.e., constituencies) each of which returns L members. The electoral
qpalific&tiqn is the ppssession of freehold property worth £60 or more.

The results of the last eléctions (held in 1958) were as follows:

St. George's Parish

Flected Unsuccessful
¥ The Hon. A.D. Spurling 39% Mr. A. Stuart Cuterbridge 88
¥ Major J. Brownlow Tucker 381
¥ Mr. C.V.R., Burch 373
* Mr. S5.5. Toddings 346
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Warwick Parlsh
Elected Unsuccessful
Mr, Edward T. Richards %98 Mr. John G. Young 295
Mr, E, Harley Barnes 363 Mr. Benjamin Rego 193
Mr., John M.S. Patton 351 Mr. Herbert Simons 134
* Mr, William R. Kempe 326 % Mr. Donzld C, Smith 131
Southampton Parigh
Elected Unsuccessful
* Mr. Gayous E. Powell 312 * Mr. E.L. McD. Benjamin 223
Mr. J.E.P. Vesey 366 .. Lady Conyers 131
Wor. E.R. Williams 258
Dr. W,H.C. Masters 235
Sandys Farish K
Elected Imsuccessful
* Mr. George O. Ratteray 363 Mr. Fred Kessell 10k
%*  Mr, Albert E. Nicholl 295
¥  Mr. Frederick C. Misick 284
*  It. Col. J.C. Astwood 28l
® Denotes member of previous ﬁopse of Assenmbly.

On 7 April 1958, Sir John Cox was elected Speaker of the House, of Assembly
and, on 9 April 1958, Lt. Col. J.C. Astwood was elected Deputy Speaker.

JUDICTARY

The Supreme Court, over which the Chief Justice or the Assistant Justice
preside, has jurisdiction in all serious criminal matters and has unlimited civil
Jurisdiction. Appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Council exists of right vhere the
matter in dispute exceeds £500, and otherwise at the discretion of the Court 1if

the question is one which by reason of general or public importance or otherwise

Ju.
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ought to be submitted to Her Majesty 1n Council. There are two courts of

summary Jurlsdiction, each presided over by a ragishbrate, which have Jurisdiction
over less serious criminal offences and have a limited clvil jurisdiction. One
of these courte is held in the capital (Hamilton) while the other is held at the

eastern and western ends of Bermuda as necessary.

T.OCAL PARTICTIPATION Tif GOVERNMENT

A1l junior posts, and many of the senlor posts in the Administration, are
filled by local inhabitants, including the posts of Colonlal Treasurer, Colonial
Auditor and Collector of Customs. Most members of the Executive and Legislative

Councils and all members of the House of Assembly are Bermudans.

LOCAL GCVERNMENT

The city of Hamilton (the capital) and the town of St. George (the former
capital) are each governed by & cd;poration, consisting of eleéteﬁ mayors,
aldermen and councils. The main sources of revenue are charges for water and
dock facilities.énd municipal texes. Elsewhere in Bermuda, the main unit of
local government is & parish of which there are nine in alil.- The parlish vestries
raise revenue by means of levies on land and personal property and are responsible

for such functions as street lighting, road cleaning and certain welfare services.





