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. NEPORT OF ryH-N SECXETAS'-GENEIAI

CARISBEAI.I AND WESIERN ATI4NTIC TERRITORIIS

Bar.bad.o6

In acco dance nith tbe stateBent of the Secretaxy of State for Forelga Affairs
of the United Klngtlan of Great B"italo aad. Northern freland. on 2J Septeuber 196f,

the Goverreent of the United. Kingd-onx has transuitted. to the Secretary-Ceneral the

folloving polltLca]- and constitutlonal- inforEatLon on tbe Terrl-tory of Barbad.os.

fbis j.nfornatlon, whlch was recelved. on 20 Aprlt 1962, is herewith gubnitted.

to the General AseenbLy et 1ts seventeeuth session.f/

{ In accord.ance vith Ceneral Aeserobly resolutLoa ]?CO (:rW) of 19 Decenber L96!,
th16 tnfor&atlon ls also subELtted to the ComLttee on Infoxnation from
Non-Self -Governlng Territof,j-es.
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BARBADOS

IOFUIATION

fn the ceneus of 1960 the lopulation of Barbados was a Little over ZJ2rffiO,

representhg a popul-atlon density of nearly 1p400 persons per square BlLe. About

three-quarterB of the populatlon are of African descent, I7 tr)er cent of Eixed
d.escent and 5 ler cent of European de6cent.

GENEBAL

The Constitution of Sarbad.os is among the oldest in the Comororealth, haviog
its orl-gln ln a cbartef, of L652. A speclal- feature of its historical tradltion ls
tbat the Colstltutlon, like that of the Unlted KlDgdon, ls based. largel-y on

conventlon. Tbe first step tovards ldniste"Lel governnent ,l{as nade in p46 wben

the Governo" invlted the person best abl-e to comrand. a naJority ln the Eouse of
Assenbly to suegest vhleh nembers 6houl-al 6it iD the Brecutlve Comittee.
Universa]- adul-t Euffrage vas lntrod.uced 1n l-951, elected ninisters tn $)lrp a

cablnet syetem 1n 1958 and fuIl iatennal- se]-f -goverrment in October 1961.

CONST]TTJTION

The present Governor is Sir John Montague Stov. Slnce the introtluctloa of
fuIL internal self-goverrment, he has becone v1rtual1y a licoustltutlonal monatrchttp

who by convention must accept the advice of l-ocal- nlnigters in the exerclse of bls
Bovere. Ee ls not a member of the Cabhet, and b16 rlght to refuse assent to laws

is re6tricted. to those about goveruoent stock, treaty ob].igatlons and the Royal-

Frerogative. He appoints as Preoie" that nember of the Eou6e of A8sen0bly beEt able

to comnand. a nsJortty. Iu pro"oguing aEd. dl-66o1ving the House of Assenb1y, he-acts
in accord.ance vith the conventions which the Queeu observeB 1n 6iE11ar
ci.rcumstances in the Unlted. Kingd^on.

El{NCUTIVE

fbe tra1n executive organ of the Temitory iB the Cabllet, vhlch 1B

co11ectlve1y responsibl-e to the Legisl,ature of Sarbadog for the dixectlon and
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control of the Goverument. The Cabinet consists of the Freaier and fi.ve Ministers
drawn froe the elected. &enbers of the Eouse of Assenbly p].us one Mlnlster (without

Portfolio ) drawn from the I€gisl-etive Council. Those at present hold.ing offlce
are :

}'{I. E.1'1. Barrov (Prenier and. Minister of Flnence )

Mr. !I.A. Cralrford (Hfl"ll{l*"*er and Minister of Developeent, Trade and

!lr. A. Dacosta Edvards (ttinister of Socia]. Servlceo )

l{r. C.E. Thlme. (Minister of A€r1cu.l-tu"e, Iar]d.s and Fishe"ies )

Mr. J.C. Tud.or (Mlnister of Education)

Capt. G,G. Ferguson (Minister of Conmu-Elcatlons, Works, Eousi.ng and Tourisn)

Mr. E.A. Vaughan (Mlnlster rithout Portfol-io )
AIL menbers of the Cablnet are Barbad.lanE.

flte Coustitutiou pxov-ides for ti{o other executive organs. The PrivJ| Counci}

consiste of the Attorney-General and. other uenbere appointed on the Governor I s

reccumend.etlon, vho advlse ou the comutation of death sentences aDd. appeals by

cj-vil servants agalnst d-lsclpu.nary pxoceedings. The present nenbers of t]le lriw
Council- are glx John Saint, MT. E.tI. Sarrow (I!enler), Mr. C.A. Burton (attorney-
General-) and. !lr. F.C. Euteon. fbe Executive Co@ittee conBists of the members of
the cabhet plus the Governor anA.the Atto"ney General-. Slnce the eetabllsbment

of cabi.net goverreebt ln t!!8, the role of thle Connittee has beea much red.uced..

IEGISIATI]BE

nxe I€gisLature ls bl-caee"al. Ihe Legislative councll (the Upper House ) has

povers to review l-eglsl-atloD lassed by the love" Eouse. Its neubers (usually
about 1!) are appointed nonoaLly for five-year terrns by the Governor after
consultatloa with the leaders of the political larties. The House of As6embly

(the Lover House ) hae 24 members elected by univerEa.t ad.ult suffrage from

12 constltuencles. ElectLons are he].d. at lnterval-E of five years or Less.

At the Last general- electlon, hel-d in December l-961, the Denoeratic Labour

Party von 14 eeatel the Barbad.oB L€,bour Party ! eeats, the 3a"bad.os NationaL

Party 4 seats and an lndependent oue 6eat. The resuLts lrere as folLo{s:

I
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Democratle I€bour ?alty

Ivlr. E.W. 3a"rov
X'lr. W.A. Cra;rrford.

l,l!. 4.. Dacosta Edward8

1,1r. C.E. Tal?na

NI?. J.C. Tud.or

Capt. G.G. Ferguson

Mr. J.E.T. Brancker

I\4r. R.Ii. love
I{r. J.W. Corbln

llr. c.V. 3at6on

I,tr. N.W. Bo:r111

I'1r. R.St.C. Weekee

l,lr. E.L, Carsichael
lrtr. J. Yeamooal

Sarbadog Labour Part{

l'1r. K.N.R" Hu6baads

!1r. F.E. l4i11er

lvlr. W.B. Coward

Mr. L.E. $xdth
!lr. E.SI.A. Eolder

Barbados NatlonaL Parby

Mr. E.D. Mottley
lvir. L.A. Ignch

Mr. F.E. Sealy
Mr. F.C. Goddard

Ttrd6n6h,l|6n+

*. 
"*. 

Walcott
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JIJDICIARY

The chlef Justlce 1s aplointed by the Governol after consul-te,tlon vtth the
Prenler. PuLsne judges are appolnted by the Governor actlng on tb.e recomendation of
the Judlclal and Legal servlce co@l-ssion, [here are three Judges ia larbad.os:
the chief Justice, slr Kenneth stoby, vho is a Britigb Guianlan, and two pulsne
Jud8es, both Barbadlans. Tlee Judlcla]. and Legal- Servi ce Comlsslon conslsts of the
chlef Justice as chairnan, the Attorney Generar (who ls appointed by the Governor
after consurtatlon wrth the ?renler ), the chalrnatr of the pubu.c servlce comisslon
oI some otb,er member of the Publlc serrri ce coDelFslo! Doroinated. by the chairsaa
to represent binx at ary neetlng of the conarisslon, and. lrot mo?e than tvo other
me&bers, appolnted. by the Goveinor, who are not menbers of the General Asseebly aDd.

do not hold any publl c office, but vb.o are or have been Judges j.n a court havlng
unllnited Jurlgd.ictlon ln cl!:ii- and. crlnlnaL natters ln some part of Her l{aJestyr s
Doninlols or a court having Jurlsdiction ln appeal_s from aDy such court.

PS3TICIPATION OF LCCAT INtsABITAI{IS IN ANMf}IISTRAT]OF

Tbere were 4r 988 offlcers enplqred 1n tb.e larbados publlc servlce at tb.e ead

of 1960. Fron thls figure olly J? vere ovelseas recrulted officers, of vhce r! vere
peDsioDabLe and. 22 vere non-irenslonabLe. These JJ vere euproyeil at the hlgher
level of the Pubrl c seruice, but the great naJority of posts at thl6 revel were
fLlled by Barbad.lans or offlcers recrulted. from other lelands in the weet rndles,
fogether these tvo categori.es vere responsibte for fll-Ling po of the aost senlor
pos'Es ,

IOCA], GOVMNMENT

Barbaclos is dlvld.ed fo" local- government purposes into tb.ree areas under three
admlnistratlve authorLtles: a nunl cipa].lty cent"ed on the clty of Brldgetown and.

tno rural dlstrlct councLLs. counci]-lors are elected. every three yea"s by adu.tt
suffrage. fhe CouncLls d.erive thelr revenues ealnly fron rates on Land and bulJ-dings
and. a trad.e tax, levl-ed. annuaQy. The principal- services rend ered. by tbe councils
concertl pubLlc asslstance, publlc health, cemeteri-es, street llghttng, !ark6 and
playlng flerats. 'rhe councils of the tvo ru.ra]. dietrlcts are aLso responsibJ-e for the
upkeep of cer.taln highways in respect of vhlch they corlect and. keep al-L vehi cul-ar
and highvay taxes abd. iD eddltlon recelve grantg-ib-aid- froro the Cetxtral Government.




