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In accordance with the statenent of the Sdcref,ary of StEte fc'r Foreign
Affalrs of the U[ited. Klngd om of C,reat Brltain aud- Nortbern lrefand on

2'f Septenber l-951-, the Government of the United Kihgdon has pransnltted" to
the Secretary-General the fo]lowing pol_itlcal and Constitutipnal information
on the Territory of Sarawak.
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CRIGINAI: EI[6.ISE

Trls lnfortnation, whi-ch was received. on 20 Ma"ch 1962, Ls herewith
subnl.tted. to the "Geaeral 

Assembly at its seventeenth seoslon.V

y In accbrdance rdth Generai Assembly reeoLution IZOO (XyI) of
f9 December 1961. this lnformation ls also sulircltted to the Conrni ttee
on Inforrxation from Non-Self -Governina Territories.
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Chlnese

sF3Al{/,If

POPIILATTON

The population of Saravsh is 744, OOO; the divlsion by races
follor'rs (t960 census ) :

Sea Dayals (fuans) 217,ooo

I€nd. Dayaks . 57,ooo

is alppr oxinat eJ.y

Other non-MusJ-ln lndigenous races
(Kayans, Kenyahs, Sisayahs, KeJ.abi-ts,
Muruts, arrd. other snal-l groups )

l,Ial.ays (lllr.isU.n)

Mel-anaus (tuuslin)

Others ( Europeans, Ind.1an6, etc,)

312,oOO

2?9|OOO

129,000

l+6,ooo

Sr ooo

TOTAT

CONSTTIUITON

T4!., oo0

2. The present Constltutlon of Saravak has been in effect sj.nce 1 Aprit 1957,
Under lts provlslons, the Territory ls adn1.nisteed. by a Governor, vho ls advised
by a Suprene Council, and the power to nake 1ar.r6 rests vith a Council Negri.
Prior to L957, both the Suprerne CounciJ. and. the Coubcll_ Negri had a najority
of offleial- &eurbers appointed. fron the Sarawak C5.rrif Servlce, (t.", an I'official
najorlty'r ), and the non-official nenbers of the Council Negri vere appolnted.
by the Governor. Und.er the nev Constitution, lrhich cane lDto force on

1 Aprl1 1957, el-ected. 
"epxeeentation 

was introd-uced into the Sup?erne Council
and- the Council Negri, and. provlslon vas nad.e for both these bod.les to have a

non-officlal eaJority.



The main features of thls Constituti.on are fol].ovs :

Governor. Th.e Covernor (at present Sir A.N
of the adnlr:lbtration of the ferrtr-tory " Ee ls
Councll- Ln the exercise of h16 powers, and. may

certain specified. ciJcur06taaces and" in accord.ance th
He 1s instructed to ensr:re to the utnost that
religious and other rlghts and. custons of the
a u,enbelr of the CounclJ. Negri, but assents 1n the
passed. by that Council.

of

Sulrene Counci]., The Suprene Councll is chi-ef
Saravak. It eomprises five menbe"s chosen from
the Councll Negrl, tr,ro menbers non-inated. by the
nembers, As one of the noulnated. menbers is an
Negri, there is thus a najority of eLected. nendber

of the Suprene CounclL is as follovs:

Memb er shi
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) ts the head.

to t the Supreue

their ad.vice 1n

proced-ures.

is pald. to the

Abang EaJi Uristapnag/

ong Kee Eui9
Ci:'ia Chin Shlre/

tants

1ts

. The

tlng but

Sarawak. Ee is not

Qpeen to b1lls

ve body of
nem,bers by

three ex officio
of the Councll

nembership

) passes laws

officer
an origlnal- vote.

r+horo 24 are elected.,

Tenenggong Jugah anak Barteng4
Peugarah Montegrai anak Tugang3/

Ling Beng Siev9/
F.D. Jakeway ( Chief Secretary)
P.E.E. Pike (Attorney-General )

3.A, St. J, Eepburn (Financial Seeretary) '

A,R. Snelus (Deputy Chief, Secretary)

a/ Elected. nember of Councll Negri.

Counci.l- Negrl . &e Council- Negrt (or
for the peace, ord.er and. good. government of
is ]vh. F.D. Jakeway ( Cb:-ef secretary) vho has a
In additlon to the kesid.ent, the Council has 42
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ll norrinated. by the Governor and l-l+ are civlJ- servants. fhere is a16o one

stand.ing (or J-ife) member. fhe Counci]. eleets ! of l.ts ne!ftbrs to serve on the

Supreme Council. A.l-1 the elected rnenbers, the standing member, and J out of
4 noruinated nenbers are ind.igenous inhabitants,

EI,ECTOBAT SYSTEM

There 1s an lndirect eLection system 1n Sarevak for nenbers of 'the 
Council-

Negrl based. on dlstrict or urban councils vhi-ch are thenselves direct].y

elected. Tventy-one nenbers of the Councll Negri are eJ.ected- by the five
divisional councils from aeong their rnenbers vhich function as eJ-ectoral

colleges for thi6 purpose. The members of the dlvlsional- counclls are elected.

in thelr turn by the various distrl-ct counc11s. The renairrlng three el-ected.

mernbers of the Council Negri are chosen by the ttrree urban cor:ncil-s from among

their menbers. Members of both district and. urban councils axe eLected. by

mal-e householder suffrage. fbe Last general election of representatives

to dtstrict councils r'ras held 1n Novenber and Decenber 1959. The remai-ning

tbree el-ected- nembers a?e chogen by the three urban counclls fron among their
nerobers, Of the 28 elected. and. nortlnated. members of the Counci-J- Negri, 8 are

associated. v:ith the (nainly Malay ) Party Negara, J rl:ith the (nainly Ctrinese )

Sarawak Unlted People t s Party, 2 wj-th the Ba?iasa Party, one v'lth the Saravak

Nationafist Pa.nty, $hil-e the renaini-ng 14 are independents.

JI]DICIASY

Saravak has a Supre!0e Court of Jud.icatwe, comlx'ising a E-lgh Cpurt and- a

Court of Appeal, 'which aLso serves North Sorneo and the State of Srunei. It
consists of a Chief Justice, a Senior Puisne Judge and" two other puisne judges.

Apart from the Senior Puisne Jud.ge, these iudges reslde in Saravak. In addltion,
there are tbree cl-asses of eagistrates courts, vi-2., dj-strict courts, police

courts or courts of 6ma11 cause6, and letty courts. One of the three fuf].-tine
nag"j-strates ls a l-ocal irlabitant, and 2, l-ocaL Lnhabitants axe adn:inlstrative
officers w1th the powers and. jurisdlction of first cJ.ass magistrates.



Tlrere 1s also a Native couf,t systero qhich

the paf,ties are l-ocaL inhabitants, particularly
ind.j.genous l-aws and. custons and. fand claims.

Saranak 16 dlvlded for adrt nlstrative
which are furtber sub-divld.ed. into districts.
fully eLected. 1ocal autho?lty, except for one

are responslbl-e for aost aspects of adrnJ aistrati
have thei^y own treasuries. [hey d.eal lnter al.ia
nunlcipal- affairs, and d.eriv€ thelr revenue from

whe?e necessary by grants fron the Central-

FL1ITJRE

fn November I!61, the Councll Negrl

constitutional advance. vhich r*'LIL be

franchlse v:ilL be, exbended to all. persons over
head.s of household.s .as at present) and. the

be amend.etl to'inc]-ude 24 elected. and. up to 15

l-east 4 wjll be non-offlclals ) v:!th only ] clvlJ-
present).
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s with cFses in which afl
cases r€l-at1ng to breach of

I

I

into fife divisions,
d.istriclb has 1ts own

as soon qs posslbJ-e. Ihe
a8e of ?1 (and not nereJ-y

in of the Councll Negri w111

nedbers (of whon at
:

t.s \l-nsteac oI J4 as at

area. [he tocar authorities
'rdthin tFeir areas and.

th healtp, ed.ucatlon and

xes, finFs and. fees supp:Lenented




