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Continuation of the discussion on paragraphs % and 5 of the Chairman's

plan of Work (E/REF/). -

In answer to 2 question put by the Soviet Delegate at the end of
the last meeting, the Chairman explained thzt he had expected t@e
'fact—finding sub-committece envisaged in parzgraph 4, to collect facts
and information frbm grganizations such as UNRRL, the I.G.C.'and the
International Red Cross and also relevant data from Govern&ents
concerned.  This ;ub—committée wculd be essentially'a collating body
and under the terms of paragraph 3 he had no intention of suggesting
~ that the Committee should actually cerry cut field investigations.
¢ He further pointed out that the chrono]ngical order of the general
discussion had nqthing to do with the pricrity importance of the subjects
being discussed. It was «ciearlybshown in paragraph 6 that the’ task of
reratriaficn would have consideration to that of reseétlement.
Mr. Lievano sguirre (Colembia) formally proposed that the question
of immigration shculd not bé examined byithe Ccmmittee until a
.definition of the terms "refugee" and ”displaﬁed person" had been agreed
upon. His Governmenl had no wish tovréceive undesgivable refugees nor
thosé wha conteaylated a cuvely !lmu‘wuy; vesidence in the country.,
There was also the yuestliou of how to finance such a resettlement. His
Government would be unable teo rear the whole burdén, though of course
it would be wrepaved to h;7p ﬁn Vinanedns the dwaderation of refugees .

inte Colonbiz.



TONDON
/REF/ 28

Poge 2

In connection with paragraph 3 of the Chairman's plen, Mrs.
Verwey (Nethorlands), coneidered that a sub-committee would not
have‘sufficient time to collect the necessary data, nor would
govermments be in a position to gupply the required information
immediately.  She therefore propoged that the Committee sghould
recommend the Fconomic and Sociél Council immediately to:

(a) invite governﬁents, inter-governmental and non-governmentai

orgenizations to supply relevantbinfofmhtion as to numbers,

location and circumstanées of refugees and displaced persons
which would nelp in their gystematic clagsification;

(b) to make enguiries from countrics as to the poagibilities

of resettlement; ‘

(¢} to entrust to a gection of the Secretariat the collection

and collaticn of the foregoing information.

‘With referénce to paragraphs 3 and 5, Sir George Rendel (Unitedb
Kingdcm), considered that the Committee could get on withvits work
even 1T it diﬁ not posseas asg full and as accurate inforﬁation as
might later bobrequired. It wag unneccegsary to start on an elﬁﬁorat@
scheme of ingulry now as it would be pufficient to pags on a broad
general picture to the Economic and Social Ccuncil., The Secretariat
couid gather together inforﬁa ion from UNRRA, the IGC, the
International Red Croso ~nd go on; the sub-committee might recommend
that each delegate request data from his government within a specified
longth of time.  Already a valuabie contribution had been made in
regpect cf information about resgttlement by the Delegates for Brazil,
the Dominican Republic and Colombia, Hoavily populated countriles,
gs for example, the United Kingdom, ﬁould appreciate the generoug
splrit shown by the Lgtin.Amerioan countries, while they; in their

turn, would gain by the addition'of new and useful citizens,
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He was uncertain as to whether there shoula. be one or two
'sub—committee's \t.o cover the questions of rescttlenent and of
collecting data byt this was o Lmttei‘ to be decided later.

ir, Schneider (Belriun) asreed with the United Kingdom
Delensate regarding the helpful attitude of the Latin American

, . .
Delegates and also with rezard to the lack of any necessity for
insisting on absolute‘;l..y detailed aﬂd perfect information. He
considered that the Chairman's plan of work should be .closely
followed as it “vvas the most practical basis for the work of
the Committee.

The Chairman eXpress ed the view that the proposals put
forward by the Delegates for Colombia and the Netherlands would be
useful és rezards the wox;k»of‘ the relevant sub-—cor.mittee;, and as
there was no further discussion on these subjects, he passed on

to the consideration of the next two items of his plan of work.

Consideration of paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Chairman's plan of
A \D

works (E/1@1/9> »

Mre Winicwics\(Poland) stated that as therc were many Polish
nationals among the refugees and displaced ‘persons, his Govermment
attaghed great importance to any international machinery which would
lead to their repatriation. The present Europcan ref‘ugee
situation had been caused by mass. deportations and by.tha'mass
exodus which was the result of war atrocitiss. The speedy
return to normal conditions could be made possible by the

.

return of these persons and by the reconstruction of these
countries which had been devastated by the war.

The population of Poland had been decimated and
the country needed the services of all her people who were
still alive and capable of iorks There were a numbgr

of Poles who did not ~Adsh to return to thelr. country.
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This was the result of .lack of information as to the true
situation at home and 2lso bccause such information as vwas
transnitted had been distorted by elements vho refused to
become reconciled to the new order in Turope. If it were
possible, as was envisaéed under paragraph C(11) of the General
 Assenmbly Resolution, for govermments to provide their refugees
with adequate infomation, many would quickly decide to return.
In this connection UNIR.. could be of rreat assistance.

- The Polish Govermment belisved that the refugee problem
must be solved in a humanitarian fashion, conscience. and a
tradition of tolcrance would not allow otherwise. But it
ould have to be realized that the majority of Polish refugees
were not politically conscious people seeking r;fuge. The
war, German terrorism and their uprooted position had

. demoralized meny of these displaced personse

Poland made no attempt to hide the enormous economic
difficulties which would face these people in returning home,
but for the very rcason that their life at home would be a hard
one, no preferential treatment mwust ve iven to those who
refused to return.

In the nape of his Govermment .the Polish Delesate stated that
no pressure would be put uponvahy zZenuine displaced persons who
refused to come back, provided that such people found 2 new home-
land and a new nationality.

There must Le no question of a prolonged refugee problem or of
a long term refusec orzanization; that would merely petrify a
highly unsatisfactory situation.

Thergfore in comnection both iith the work of the sub-
cormittees and of the international rcfuree body to bg created,

. N\
he suggested three considerations which should be taken into
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(a) 41l humanitarisn means must be.used to persuade the

refugees to return.ﬁéme; | . -

(b) Those who did not wish to_returﬁ must be resettled quickly

under the adequate protection of thé stéte of their adoption;

(c) Refugeés'aﬁd displaced porsohs:should receive assistance only

during a reasonable ﬁeriod for fepatriation or resettlement.

He considered that the General Assembly Resélution should be
intefprcted in the narrower sense to avoid a repetition of what happened
after the fifst world war. At that time there were many”thousands of
refugees, among them agitators'and malédntenté whb provided a problem
which lasted for many years. | |

Under the auspiees of the United Nations it was to be hoped tﬂat a
more workable s@lutioﬁ.could be found.. . '

Mr. Malin, representative of the I.G.C. ﬁés then called upon to
make a statement regarding the future organization. Hévpointed out that
the first pertinén£ quesfion to be dealt with was the exact relationship
which would exist between any international refugee body and the Géneral
issembly, or the Rconomic and Social Council. The new organization might

be an integral part of the United Nations or it could be a speciaiized
agency brought into relationship with it. |

Thé'sub—committeé on future‘machinexy should take into consideratién

the necessityifor_a clear mandaté from the United Nations and for a
clearly defined outline of the functions fto be carried out. - A decision
would have to be taken as to the relationship between the organization

in the field and headquarters,
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The administrators wvould have to have direct access to
the policy-making body when decisions at this level had to be
takene Thére would be need for flexibility with regard to
finance and there should be no question of referring to governments
regarding the daily spvlication of financial policy.

Some “system would have to be devised whereby national
parliaments‘would give proper attention to the "refugee budget".

In some.cases it would be wiser to include refugee expenses under
the United Nations item in the national budget, and in others a
separate contributicn would be practicable.

Within the new institution there would be many cuestions
to decidet: the framework of home and field organization; decisions
with regard to its Secretariat; the need for local offices in
different countries etc.

Provision would have to be made regarding the transfer of
UNKRA and I.G.C. personnel to avoid éiscontinuity in the work on
refugees.

Finances would not only coge from initisl funds; refugees
themselves had contributed mightily in tﬁe pasf and could do so
égain; there would be contributions from the voluntary orgsnizations —
particularly the Jewish agencies in the United States — and also
varying contributions from the governments of origin and of residence.

The new body would have to take care of problems of welfare and
of repatriation, ofM\arranging for reception facilities in the countries
of . temporary residence and of complicated problems of a juridical
nature. The guestion of international protection of refugees would
have to be the subject of discussion between the internatiénal body
and governments.

The meeting rose at 5.05 p.n.



