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Continuation of the discussion OQ.~J2§..E~:g~~:P.l:l.?_) __ and 5 of the Chairmari 1s 

plan of Work (E@F/9 ) . 

In answer to a question pit by the Soviet Delegate at the end of 

the last mee ting , the Cha:irma.n explained th:.,_t he had expected t~e 

. fact-finding sub-cormni ttee envisaged in p :tr<.:.gr aph 4-' to c ollect facts 

a nd information fr om organizations such as UNRPJ_ , the I. G.C. -and the 

_International Red Cross and :J.lso r elev ant data from Govermr,ents 

concerned. This ~ub-corrmittee wculd be essentially a ccllati~g body 

and under the terms · of paragr aph 3 he had no intention of suggesting 

that the Committee should actually r-;arry cut field inves tigations. 

' . . . 

; He further point ed out that the chronolngical order of the general 

discussion had nothing t o ao with the pri ority importance of the subjectR 

being .discussed. It was · -clearly .shown i n paragraph 6 that the ' task of 

re_:ratriaticn would h PNe consideration :to tha t of resettlerr.ent, 

Mr. Lievano Aguirre (Colcmbia) formally proposed that the question 

of i mmi gr ati on shculd not be examined by· the Ccmmittee until a 

. definition of the terms · "refugee 11 a nd '-'displaced person" had been agreed 

up en. Hi2. Gcverl'lwt>i:lL htvl no viish to r ecei ve llWlAS.i r'-1l•lR J:' (~f'ugee s nur 

'I'lH"..!"e was also the '-l.n"':o-L_i c•u r·f hew -to f i nance such a · resettlement. His 

C'rOv-e_r:nment '.vould be :unable t o rear the whole burden, though of_ course 
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In connect_ion with psraeraiJh 3 of the Chairman r s IJlan, lli!'s. 

Verwey (Netherlands), consideroc1 that a sub-com.1J1ittee would not 

have sufficient time to collect tl'le necessary dfl.ta, nor would 

governments be in a 110::Ji tion to supply tho rog_uired information 

immediately. She therofor0 pr'Jpooed that the Conrrni ttee should 

recommend the Economic ::md Social Council immediately to: 

( cc) invite govorm!lentr) inter-govern."'n.ontal and non-governmental 

organizations to sU:piJlY relevant :i.nfor:rriation as to numbers, 

location and circumstances of refugees and displaced l_)ersons 

which would hell) in their systematic classification; 

(b) to make engHiries from countries as to the ·possibilities 

of resettlement; 

(c) to ontrust to a sectlon of the Secretariat the collection 

and collection of -+:.he foregoing information, 

With rGfe:rence t.o :paragral_)hs 3 and 5, Sir George Rendel (United 

Kingdom), considered that tho Commi ttGe could get on with its work 

even if it did not posseoo as full and as accurate information as 
.. 

might later oo required. It <-Tao unnecossary to start oh an elaborat9 

schem!? of ing_uiry no~,;r as 2t •,.;rould be oufficient to l_)ass on a broad 

general picture to tb.e Economic and Social Council, The Secretariat 

could gather together inSormc~tion from Uli!RRA, the IGC. the . .... / 

Internationnl Red Cros2 <',nd so on_: tho oub-cormn.ittee might recommend 

that each delGgate rog_ueot dnt;:-:. from. his government within a sl_)ecified 

length of time. Already a valuable contrlbution had "been made in 

resl_)ect cf information about resettlement by the Delegates for Brazil, 

the Dominican Republic and Colombie,. lloavily :populated countries, 

as for example, the United Kingdom, •.wuld al_)l_)reciate the generous 

SIJirit shown by the L:tin funerican countries, while- they;. in their 

turn 7 would gain by the o.dditiQn of new and useful citizens. 
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He ·Jas uncerto.in as to ·.1hcther there should be o~c or hvo 

'surJ-oonmi ttee~ ito cover the questions of rcscttlencnt o.nd of 

collectinc; datG. bu.t this '.ias ''- nrLtter to be dc;cided later. 

ir. Schneider (Bclc.;iur1) '.:.creed vrith the United Kingdom 

Dele=:;e1te rec;arding the helpful ·~tti tude of the Latin lU::terican 
I 

Delegates e1nd also c;r;i th regard to the lo.ck of e1ny nocessi ty for 

insisting on absoluteLy detailed and perfect infornation. He 

considcred that tho Cl~airman 1 s plan of \!Ork should be closely 

follo,,;red as it -vvas tho raost practical basis for the ·,-rork of 

the Cornni ttc;e. 

The Chairman expressed the view that the proposals put 

forward by tho Delegates for ColorabiG. and tho Netherlands Yiould be 

useful as regards the 'iWrk of the relevant sub-conni ttoes, Qnd as 
I . . 

there _-vras no further discussion on these subjects, he 1;assed on 

to. the consideration of the next' two itens of his plan of work. 

Consideration of paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Chairr,1an 1 s plan of 
-r-

v:or k. ( E/REJ:i'/9) • 

Mr. ·~rinicvricz \(Poland) stated that as there 'Jere nany Polish 

nationals D.mong the refugees and displaced persons, his Government 

attac::hcd great iraportance to any interDc'ltional machinery Yvhich vvould 

lead to their repatriation. Tho present European refugee 

situation had been caused by mass deportations and by the,mass 

exodus which ',ras the result of vrar atrocitiGs. The speedy 

return to normal conditions could be made possible by the 

return of these persons and by the reconstruction of these 

countries which had been dc;vastated by the ·war. 

The population of Poland had bee:n decimated and 

the country needed the s-ervices of all her people v}?.o vrel'e 

still alive and capable of '.fork. There we;:e a numb~ 

of Poles Hho did not ·""ish to return to their. cormtry. 
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This -r;o.s the result of .lack of inforr.1a tion a s to the true 

situation at hol!le o.nd a lso becaus e such infon:1a tion as -,·,u.s 

transeitted had b ee n distorted by e l eu ents -.-.'ho r efused to 

becon e reconcil ed t o t he neu order in Europe. If it ·:~ere 

possible, o.s r.cs.s envisased under paragraph C(ll) of the General 

. Asser.::1oJ.y Resolution, for .c;ov crru:1ents to provide their refU[;e.es 

-rii th o.CLe c1uat e inforr.1a tion, r.1my Ytould quickly decide to return. 

In t his connection UNFRH couid be of ::-~rc~at assistance. 

The Polish Govc;rnnent 1;elieved tho. t the refugee problem 

Emst b e solved in 3. hun:E1ito.ri..1.n f o.shion, conscience and a 

tradition of tole r a.:0.c e -;-;auld not allou oth.:: r ;:ise. But. it 

-,:ould hc:.ve to be r c<>.lized t ha t the n G. jori ty of Polish refugees 

nc r e not politically conscious pe ople seekint3 r e fuo;e. The 

·::n.r, Gerr.13.n terrorisn a n l t heir uprooted position had 

deoora lized EBny of:' thes e displaced pe rsons •. 

Pola.Yld narle :10 a t ·cenpt to hide t he enorr:1ous economic 

difficulties "l~rhich '::ould. f ac e tb.e se p eople in r e turnint:; hol!le, 

but for t he very rc;o.son t ha t t he ir life a t hor.1e ·;.cc:mld be a b.ard 

one, no pr~f~:: r e:ntial treat men t uust be ~ iven to those uho 

refuse d to return. 

In the name of hi s Gove rnment .the Polish Dele,sate stated that 

no pressure nould be put upon any genuine displa ced persons who 

r efused to COiilC) .baclc , provided tl:Ja t SUCh people f ound a neW home-

land and a n e-.-; nationa lity. 

There ;-:1ust lK.~ no question of a prolon.::-;ed r efuge e problem or of 

a long ~em r ...:: fu '_':;ec cir;;anization; that ;muld E1e rely petrify a 

highly w1s a tisfactory situa.tion. 

The r efore in connection both '::i th u._e '.rork of the sub-

c~m:.1ittee s and of t he interna tiona l r vfuc;ee· body to b e created, 

'· 
he Sl..lGbested three considerations 1.-rhich should be taken into 

account: 
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( a ) All huma.""li to.rian me ans must b e used to persuade the 

refucees t o r e turn home ; 

(b) Those Ylho di d no t -cri.sh t c r e turn must be r e settled quickly 

l.lilder the a dequa t e pro t 8ction of the sta t e of their adoption; 

(c) Re fugees and d i spl ac ed re r sons ~~ hou.ld r e ceive assistance only 

during a reas onable period f or r epatria tion or r e settlement. 

He consider ed tha t the Genera l h.s sernbly He solution should b e 

inte r pr e t ed in the narrov.rer s ens e to a vo i d a r epetition of what happened 

aft er the first vrorld vvax . 1i.t tha t time there v.re re many thousands of 

r e fugees , Mnong t hem agita t ors Qnd malcontents who provided a problem 

which lasted for many year s . 

Under t h e auspiees of the United Na tions it was to b e hoped tha t a 

more workable solution could b e found. 

Mr. Malin, r epr e s en t a tive of the I .G.C. was then called upon to 

ma k e a sta t ement r egarding the future or ganizat i on. He p ointed out that 

the first pertine nt que stion to be d ealt with vvas the exact rela tionship 

vvhich wo uld exist be t ween a ny inter~ational r e fugee bocly and the General 

1'i.ssembly, or the Economic and Socia l Council. The new organization might 

b e an integr ,a l part of the United Na tions or it could be a specialized 

a gency brought into r e l ationship with it. 

Th e sub-committee on future machinery should t ak e into consideration 

the necessity for a clear manda t e from the United Nations and fo r a 

cle arly defined outline of the f unc tions t o 1)e carrie d out •.. A decision 

would have to b e ta.'ken a s t o the r e l a tionship b e t ween the organizatiQn . 

in the fi el d and headquart ers. 



LONDON 
E/REF/ 28 
P age 6. 

The admin istra t ors ·,-rould have t o have dire ct a ccess to 

the p olicy-makint_. body ·,·1he n d e cisions a t this leve l had to be 

t a ken. The r e ,-,-auld be need f or f l exibility ,,,-ith r e13ard t o 

finance and ther e should be no qu estion of referring to governE1ents 

r egarding the da ily apylica tibn of financia l p olicy. 

Some· syst em v..-ould he.ve t o b e d evis ed whereby na tiona l 

parlia;D.ents v:~ould give p r op er a ttention t o the "refugee budget". 

In s oii1e . ca s es it ,,,ould b e \\ri ser t o i nclude r efu gee exp ense s und er 

the United Nat ions item in the na tional budeet, and in others a 

separ a t e contribution 1.vould be pra cticabl e . 

~:'Ti thin the n e vr ins titution the r e would be .many qu estions 

t o decide : the framework of hone a nd fi eld or gani zation; de cisions 

with r egar d t o it s Secre t aria t; the need f or l oca l office s in 

diffe r ent countrie s e tc. 

P r ovision would he.v e to be maqe ,re gar d i ng the transfer of 

UNRRA and I. G. c. p ersonnel t o avoi d discontinuity in the worK on. 

r efuge es . 

:B1 ina nce s vlould not only c ol!1e fron ini ti u_l fund s j r efu gees 

themselve s had c ontributed mi ghtily in t he p ast nnd could do s o 

again; ther e v1ould be contri_bution s from the voluntary or ganiza t .ions 

p articularl y the Jevvish af~encies in t he United St a t e s - and a lso 

va ryin g contribution s from t he .[pv:er nments of origin and of r es i d ence • 

. The new body ·,·rould hav e t o t ake ca r e of p r obl ems of v;elfa r e and 

of r epatric:. t ion, of \ arr a n ging f or r e c{)ptior. f a cilitie s · in t he c ountrie s 

of t~nporary r~sidence and of con~licated problems of a jurid ical 

nature . The que stion of inte r nationa l p r ot e ction of refuge es would 

have t o 'be the subje ct of d i s cus sion b e t ween the interna tiona l body 

2.11d s;ove rnments . 

The me e tin g r ose a t 5. 05 p . m. 


