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STLTEMENT CONCERNING SETTLEMENT OF .REFUGEES

(Delegation of the Dominiean Republic)
Made by Dr. Porfirio Herrera-Baez, at the
10th Meeting of the Special Committee on

Refupgeed and Displaced Persons in London
cn 16 April 1946.

Those who have followed the deliberations of Committee 3 of the
General Assembly of the United Nations are perhafa familiar with the
position of the Dominican Republic with regard to the ;éfugee problem.
At that time-the Dominican Delegation stated that tﬂe Go;e¥nment of' the
Dominican Republic proposes to continue its policy of oﬁen_door for
Jewish refugees initiated as far back as 1938.

The Dominicﬁh Republic shall stand in the same position in the
deliberations of this Special Committee on Refugees and Displaced
Perscns which has been entruﬁted with the task of examining the problem
in all its aspects. |

In the paper circulated by the Dominican Delegation in Committee 3
of the General nssembly it was stated that our chernmen£ is willing to
welcome to our country those Jewish refﬁéees or displaced persons who
may wish to settle their lives in foreign countrics. Ve take,
therefore, the opportunity affarded by the meeting of thé Special
Committee to renew our proposals to admit Jewish refugees or
displaced persons for settlement in the Dominipan Republic.l

although in the past and at present the immigration poliéy of the
Dominican Republic with regard to the refugee problem is chiefly
cuvdenbated towarda the saltlement of homaléss Jews, it should be
understood that cur offer is open to non-Jewish refugees 0; displaced

persons as well.
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large numbers of Jewish refugées in Burope (as is being done by certain
private crganizations) this capital were invested in enterprises to be
founded by Jews and endcwed with the necessary freedom of action and
facilities, such investment would prove t@ be a sound and permanent
foundation for promoting the immigration and establishment of an ever
increasing number of individuals of that race.

The Dominican Delegation further thinks thot this aim should be
pursued and encouraged by whatever international body may be set up as
a result of the deliberations of the Special Committee. It would
.appear to be far Eetter for the individual advancement and prosperity
of the refugees if they were helped to give good account of their
personal abilities and ingenuity in their new place of settlement, thus

v
putting an end in due time to a state of uncertainty and unproductive

existence.



