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Schedule of l.ie e,tin ~:s 

The Cor]ui ttee gave its approval to ·the· sugg-estion of the Chatirman 

~t the n eetinGS of th~ c;1~u-_uttee should nori,llilly take ' place .every day 

vr.i th the exception of Sa turdny afternoons and Sundnys·. They should be 

held frou 10. 30 a , rJ. to 12 .3() p.u., fron 3.15 p. D. to ~.30 p.m. ·n.nd fron 

5 p . u . to 6 p.'r.1. The Easter r e ce ss should b egin a.1; . noort, Thursday, 

18 April extending u~tii 'rues&"..y ;::orning , · 23 April. In order toneet 

the r equircnents of those Delegatio~s whose l a nguages · vver.e not the 

·,-vorkin3 l n.n .C:,'Ucl ::.>;e :J .· :~ l,(l ·Yil1 •:-. ) ~herefore , req~ired add.i tional time to study 

their docune::1ts ·(;~J.e::::-oughly , i ·c 1vas li.j;:teed thrtt i f a request wa s r eceived 

before 4. p .n. · th'! . f ollmv:ing nornin:_s 1:-.ecting mi Ght be oDi tted. · 

· Publicity of 1:~eetinBE: 

The Chain:t:tn· dr e\r a t tention to t he Provisional ;·Rule s ' of Procedure 

which specified thD.'t the ueetings of · the CoElifl:i ttee and its Sub-Gomni ttees 

s hould be held in public unless a priva t e se ssion was thought particularly 

ds sirD.b l e . 

Decision: The Cm:1r..ri. t t ee endcrs~d this policy. 

Status of the I. G-. C ~ a nd , UNRRJ.'\: 

In vi ew of paracr~ph 5 o'f the Econoi:tic and Social CounCil- Hesolution 

(E/15/Rev' .1')' •vhi:ch provided tl""'-~t the repres entatives of the I. G.,c. and 

~~ should be invited to s it Ydth the Co~ttee in a co~su~tative 

capacity, the dha .. irLu n thou~.:;ht it desirable that its precise 1.1eaning and 

intention should be f ully understood fron the outset. 
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It was - clear, he felt, t h:Xt the r epr e s ent a tives of the I.G.C. and 

UNRRC.. would be expected b sit with the Comrni ttee and also that they 

would b-3 entitled, when called upon by the C{lairmn, to express an 

opinion on e.ny tl::~.tter unde r discussion which concerned their 

Organiza tions or in vrbich their Org£cnizntions were particularly 

interested. It IY::ts obvic us th::~.t they -.-v0uld b o frequently requested 

to place their ·wide knowle dge a nd experience of the problem at the 

disposal of the CornrJittee. On the other hand, it wa s important to 

note tha t the term "consulta tive capa city" did not necess:1rily entitle 

revresentRtives of these bodies t o t ake pnrt in the deliber a tions Of the 

Committee unless specifica lly requested. Tlris limita tion need not, of 

course; preclude ther:1 r a ising any point of p etrticular interest to them 

by informing the Secret3.ry and suggesting to him that he should request 

the Chairman, with the permission of the Comrnittee, to ask for their 

views. 

Decision: This interpret 'cti-;n of the st::tt'<.ls of the I.G.C. and 

UNRR!t was endorsed by the Cor:nni ttee wi th1ut comrnent. 

Discussion, of "\genda (E/TIEF/2 ) 

The Cha irman pointed out thCt t n -:; ::tdditiona l items for inclusion 

on the Agend3. had been subrni tted by De legc,ti ons since the distribution 

of Document E/RE:F;/2 . r>- lth ~: u:-;:h the Rule.::: of' Procedure cont11ined no 

provision r egarding su"brni ssi ::m of i t e :Js for the ).gendn, he suggested 

tha t a tirae limit of J-t-8 hours should be applied. 

Decision: This wa s .:tg;r'eed, ,3-nd the provisiona l ;,.genCi."t. was 

accordingly a dopteci. 

Discussion of Rules of Procedure (E/REF/3) 

In view of the f act tha t the provisional Rules of Procedure bad 

been closely modelled on those of the Economic and Socia l Council, which 

had exhaustively di scussed them a t its sessions, a nd a lso in view of 

the shortage of time a t the disposa l of the Committee~ the, Chairman 

suggeste d tha t the Rules need not be considere d paragraph by 

paragraph, but might r f1. ther be adop t e d as a whole. 
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The Secretary explained that the application of Rule 11 concerning 

verbatim re.cords would dfffe~ s lightiy from the comparable Rule of the· 

Economic and Socia l Council. In viG¥ of: the shortage of staff it 

would be possible only to produce ~ verbatim text of original speeches 
. . 

in the two working l anguages. When speeches were made in other than 
' . 

the working languages , a text based on .the .first interpretation would 

be reproduced. 

Decision: The provisional Rules of Procedure were adopted -- ---
without further discussion. 

Election of Vice ··Cha irmen and Rapporteur 

On the nomination of the Delegate for the United Kingdom, seconded 
. . . ' . 

by the Delege.tes f or France, the Netherlands and Yugoslavia, 

Mr. Winiowicz ,. Delegate for ·Poland, ·and Mr. Lisicky , Delegate for 

Czechoslovakia, ·were elected First Vice-Chairman and Second Vice

Chairman respectively by acclamation. 

On the nomination of the Delega te for the United Kingdom, 

s econded by the Delegates for Yug9.slavia and Belgium, M. Bousquet, 

Delegate f or France, was e lected Rapporteur by acclamation. 

Interpretation of t erms of 'r ef er enc e : (Document E/REF/5) 

Replying to a query from the Del egat e for the United Kingdom 

regarding :thc interpret ation of the t erm "refugees and displaced 

persons", tho Cha irman ruled that though it was desirable that a 

defiili tion of these t erms should bo determined a s soon as poosible., 

it could more appropriately be considered under Item 7 of the Agenda , 

the Cb.a irman' s plan of work. 

A genera l discussion developed concerning the date on which the. 

Committee's report should be submitted to the Economic and Social 

Co~~cil , and in this connection particular reference was drawn to 

par agraphs 2 5 8 and 9 of the Economic and Socia l Council Resolution 

(E/15 Rev .1). On the basis of the observations of the Secretariat 

(E/REF/5) , the Cha irman suggested that the Report should be pla~ed 

before the Committee by May 9 and approved by May 12. 
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Certain Delegates expr essed tha vievr that the nature of the Refugee 

problem and the thorough examination ·which was required, vrould make the 

preparation of a report for this date virtually i mpossible 1 particularly 

if the detailed investiga tion ~r fi eld trips envisaged in paragraph 7 

of the Resolution wer e undertaken. 'l'hey f elt · that the outside date 

could justifiably be set at July 25 which ·would be forty-five days 

prior to the convening of the Second Part of the First 'Session of the 

General Assembly as prescribed in. paragra:;h 9. It was pointed out that 

the Resolution vras itself contradictory since it required the pro~t 

and detailed consideration of a question which could obviously not be 

examined both exhaustively and expeditiously. Some co~romise would 

have to be made , and. it vms preferable that thoroughness should 

prevail. 

The necessity of a thorough study of t he problem was generally 

expected. At the same time , several delegates felt that a prompt 

examination -vras equally essential, particularly in vievr of the forth-

coming close of UNRRA ' s Hark. It was notevvorthy that in a recent 

resolution a t j~tla1~tic City, the UNRRA Co-c;n~il, which incidentally had 

a similar membership to tha t of this Committee, it had been decided 

to make every effort to establish an interna tional organization for 

the care of r efugees and displaced persons in accordance with the 

Resolution of the General ,~ssembly. They believed that paragraph 2 

of the Economic and Socia l Council Resolution should be regarded as 

the oper a tive part for the Cornmittl:e, and tha t paragraphs 8 and 9 

referred to future action by the Council. Par agraph 2 obliged the 

Committee to submit its findings to the Second Session of the 

Council. After the presentation of its report, the Committee would 

have no authority to continue its work unless specifically requested 

to do so by the Council; it Yras merely required to hold itself 

at the disposal of the Council. Th0 inves-tigation or field work 

envisaged in parn.graph 7 y;as p Grmissive rather than obligatory, 
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a nd must not a ffect the , t a r get dat e pr e scribed in the Resolution. 

· It 1va s felt that the suc;gcstion put forv1ard by the Delegn. te for 

France tha t no precise da t e need be s e t 1=m d tha t it ·would suffice for 

the Com~ri. ttee 1 s r eport t:.1 b e s ubmi ttc d sor.1e tine follovring 25 r•Iay did 

not· rea lly mee t the requireue nts of the Re solution. Further more ao.ple 

time must be allowe d the Council to exa r.ri.ne tho Com~ttoe 1 s findings 

fully. It was possible th'lt the Co~tteets :ceport ;1ould be r e ferred 

ba ck for r evision before its distribution to the Henbers of the 

United Na tions by 25 "July. 

Concern wa s expre sse d with such stringent litrl..ts being placed 

upon the Comr:rl.ttee 1 :;:; work. ;, suggestion was p ut forward by the 

Del e ga te for Poland, supporte d by the Delegat e for the U.S.S.R. that 

the Committee wa s fully enpower e d to ask the Se cond Sessi on of the 

Economic a nd Social Council for further tine to complete the work if, 

a s was probable, its r eport wa s ina dequa t e . To this it wa s replie d tha t 

such a proviso would, a t this sto.ge, inevitably prejudice th~ 

accomplishment of the Co:mr:ri tte e 1 s task, a t ask which it yras clearly 

intended should b e complete d by 25 l'A:ay. It s hould be sufficient ·to 

draw the a ttention of the Council t o any deficiencies by indica ting 

them in the body of the r eport itself. 

The following proposa l was made by the Dele ga t e for the United 

States, seconded by the Delegate for the United Kingdom: 

"Taking into account the pertinent provisions of the Resolution 
of the Economic and Social Council, the Committee s ets itself the 
objective of w e s enting a report to the Council by 25 •May 1946." 

Stressing the desirability of the Committee b eing able to a sk the 
I 

Council for a dditiona l time to complete its work, the Delega t e for 

Pola nd proposed the following amendment to this motion which was 

seconded by the Delegat e for Yugoslavia: 

"Finding however th~t it might not have time enough to study the · 
problem thoroughly as r e c ommended by the Resolution of the Economic 
and Social CoUncil, it r e s erve s itself the right t J suggest to the 
Second Session of th.:::: Council the' poss ibility of · a su}?:t'lementary 
enquiry," · 
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Decision: The; ame ndl:-ent propos e d by the Delegate for Poland. 

was rejected. The motion of t he Dele r.;a.t e for the Unit e d States 

wa s ·· then 'put to the vote a nd a dop t e d with one abstention. 

The meeting rose a t 12.50 p . m. 


