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Schedule of licetin-sg
The Corxdttee pave its approval to the suggestion of the Chairmen

that the neetings of the ot tee should norrally take place every day
with the exception of Saturday afternoons and ‘Sundays. They should be
held from 10,30 a.n. to 12.30 p.o., from 3,15 p.i. to 4,30 p.;m. and fron
5 p., to 6 p.in.  The Easter recess should begin &t noon, Thursday,

18 April extending until 'l‘ue-:.;de.y “orning, 23 jpril, fn order to nmeet
the reguircrients of those Delegations whose 'languages were not the
working languages, ard wha, therefore, required additional time to study
their documents itheroughly, it vas agreed that if a request wms received
bisfore i p.r. the following nornin: recting mizht be omitted,

Publicity of iLieetinms

The Chairman drew attention to the Provisional Rules of Procedure
vwhich 'spFJci:E‘ied fha-t the r.zeetiﬁgs of 'the Corunittee and its Sub-Committees
should bé held in public unless a private session was thought particularly
degirable,

ﬁecision: The Coumittee endorsed this policy.

Status of the I.G.C, and UNRRA

In view of parasraph 5 of the Fconomic and 50019-.]. Couneil Resolution
(£/15/Rev.1) which provided that the representatives of the I,G.C. and
UNRRA should be invited to sit with the Committee in a consultative
capacity, the Chairirn thouzht it desirable that its precise neaning and

intention should be fully understood from the outset.
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It was. clear, he felt, that the representatives of the I.G,C. and
UNRR: would be expect;d t- sit with the Committee and also that they
would be entitled, when called upon by the Chairman, to express an
opinion on any matter under discussion which concerned their
Organizations or in which their Organizations were particularly
interested. It was obvicus that they would be frequently requested
to place their wide knowledge and experience of the problem at the
disposal of the Committee. On the other hand, it was important to
note that the term ”consuitative capacity" did not necessarily entitle
representatives of these bodles to take part in the deliberations of the
Committee unless specifically requested. This limitation need not, of
course, preclude them raising any point of particular interest to them
by informing the Secretary and suggesting to him that he should request
the Chairman, with the permission of the Committee, to ask for their
views.

Decision: This interpreteti-n of the status of the I.G.C. and

'UNRRA was endorsed by the Cormittee without comment.

Discussion of Agenda (E/REF/2)

The Chair&in pointed out that rno additional items for inclusion
on the Agenda gad been submitted by Delegotions since the distribution
of Document E/REE/Z. slthougzh the Rules of Procedure contained no

'provision regarding submission of iteus for the .genda, he suggested
thét a time limit of A48 hours should be applied.

Decision:  This was agreed, and the provisional Lgenda was
aécordingly adopted,

Discussion of Rules of Procedurs (F/REF/3)

In view of the fact that the provisional Rules of Procedure had
been closely modelled on those of the Economic and Social Council, which
had exhaustively discussed them at its sessions, and also in view of
the shortage of time at the disposal of the Committee, the Chairman
suggested that the Rules need not be considered paragraph by

paragraph, but might rather be adopted as a whéle.
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.The Secretary explained that the application of Rule 11 concerning
verbatim records would diffef glightly from the cbmparable Rule of the
Economic and Social Council., In view of the shortage of staff it
would be possible only to produce a verbatim text of ofiginal speeches
in the two working languages. When speeches were.made in other than
the working languages, a text based on thé first interpretation would
be reproduced.

pgéigigg: The provisionﬂl Rules of Procedure were adopted
without further discussion.

Election of Vice-Chairmen and Repporteur

On the nomination of the Delegate for the Unlted Kingdom, seconded
by the Delegetes for Frence, the Netherlands snd Yugoalévia,
i, WERASOR, Telnsits P07 Bolind, Al W, TiEduEy; Pelegive #eE
Czochoslovakia;'ﬁeré elected First Vice-Chairmen and Second Vice-
Cheirmsn respectively by acclemation.

On the nominaﬁion of the Delegate for the United Kingdom,
seconded by the Delegates for Yugoslavia and Belgium, M. Bousquet,
Delegate for France, was slected Rapporteur by acclamation.

Interpretation of terms of reference: _(Document E/REF/5)

Replying to a query from the Delegate for the United Kingdom
regarding 'the interpretation of the term "refugees and dlsplaced
péfsons", the Chairman ruied that though it was desirabié that a
definition of these terms should be determined as soon es possible,
it could more appropriately be considered under Item T of the Agenda,
the Chairman's plan of work.

: A general discussion developed concerning the dete on which the
Cormittee's report should be submitted to the Economic and Social
Council, and in this connection particular reference was drawn to
paragraphs 2, & and 9 of the Economic and Social Council Resolution
(E/15 Rev.l). On the basis of the observations of the Secretariat
(E/REF/S), the Chairman suggested thet the Report should be placed

before the Committee by Mey 9 and approved by Mey 12.
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Certain Delegates expressed the view that the nature of the Refugee
problem and the thorough examination which was requifed » would make the
preparation of a report for this date virtually impossible, particularly
if' the detailed imrestigatioﬁ er field trips envisaged in paragraph 7
of the Resolution were undertaken. They felt:that the outside date
could justifiably be set at July 25 which would be forty-five days
prior to the eonvening of the Second Part of the First Session of the
General Assembly as prescribed in paragrach 9. It was pointed out that
the Resolution was itself contradictory since it required the prompt
and detailed considsration of a question which could obviously not be
examined both exhaustively and expeditiously. Some compromise would
have to be made , and it was preferable that thoroughness should
prevail,
. The necessity of a thorough study of the problem was generally
expected, At the same time, sgeveral delegates felt that a prompt '
examination was equally essential, particularly in view of the forth-
coming close of jNﬁHA'a work. It was noteworthy that in a recent
resolution at itlantic City, the UNRRA Council, vhich incidentally had
a similar membership to that of this Committee, it had been decided
to make every effort to establish an international organization for
the care of refugees and displaced persons in accordance with the
Resolution of the Geﬁeral issembly. They believed that paragraph 2
of the Economic and Social Council Resolution should be regarded as
the operative part for the Committce, z2nd that paragraphs 8 and 9
referred to future action by the Council. Paragraph 2 obliged the
Committee to submit its findings to the Second Session of the
Council. After the presentation of its report, the Committee would
have no authority to continue its work unless specifically requested
to do so by the Council; it was merely required to hold itself
at the disposal of the Council. The investigation or field work

envisaged in paragraph 7 was permissive rather than obligatory,









