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¢ Suggested draft of broad definition,
for the purposes of the work of the
Committee, of the terms "refugee"and
"displaced person". ' =

Note by the DIRECTOR of the MERGOVERM:MI‘;J: CCuiITTEE ON REFUGEES

1. The term "Refugees" has historically been used to refer to
persons wﬁo leave their country of nationality or residence because
_of fear Qf dangér‘fo their lives or liberties on account of their race,
.. religion or political beliefs; or who, if already absent from their
_ country of nationality or residence, do not return to.it because of
_such fear. ﬁefugees'are-ﬁéually stateless, lacking in law or in fact
the protection of any govérnment. “ihether statelessnor‘not, they are
. considered to be refugees- u:r;til they become re-established in their
former country of nationality or residence, or become newly established
iy another country - with the right of nationality or, at least, the
right of se%tled residence, et
2. The term’ "Displacéd Persons" has recently been used- to refer
_to persons who'were obiiged to leave their homes by reason of the
second World ar, either for places elsevhere within their country of
nationality or residence, or fof places beyonﬁ its boundaries. . Some of
: those displaced within their country of natlonallty or. residence, and
most of thosse displaced bqyond its boundarles, were obliged to leave
their homes by deliberate actlon of an enemy pover, either for purposes
.of forced'labour.or'because of race, rellglon or activities in favour
. of United Nations. Displaced persons, even those internationally
displ}aced, ha_we-be_en,_- and s‘ti]:l are, in great ma,]:ority possessed of

nationality; but they are considered to be displaced persons if they
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1 January 1946 were included in an established

system of inter-governmental protection or other
assistance, .

(b) those persons who have been displaced, as a

direct or indirect result of the second iorld *ar,

from their countries of nationality or residence,

prior to (a specified date), or who were outgide of
their countries of nationality or residence orfthat

a.a‘te, and who definitely, in complete freedom and after
receiving full knowledge of the facts, including adequate
information from the governments of their countries of
nationality or residence, are unwilling to return to
those countries and are further unwilling to avail
themselves of the protection of the governments of those
countries.,

(e) any category which the international body may in future

include,"

of the General Assembly 12 debruary, 1946, would be excluded from the
above formula; and any action of the international body in respect
of categories included within the formula would be subject to the
provisions of paragraph (d) of that resolution.

L. Tt is recognized that there may be a transitional period during
Which the international body, in the absence of any other international
organization, may assume the care of displaced persons on a wider basis

than that covered by the formula offered above,



