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l. At its l758th plenary "Jeeting, on 20 September 1969, the.General Assembly,on the 

recommendation of the General Committee (A/7700), decided to include in the 

agenda of its twenty-fourth session an item entitled "Question of Southern 

Rhodesia: report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples", and to allocate the item to the Fourth Committee for 

consideration and report. 

_£_.__ At its l817th meeting, on 30 September, the Fourth Committee decided to 

give priority to the present item (item 102), together with two other items on its 

agenda, namely, the question of Namibia (item 64) and the question of Territories 

under Portuguese administration (item 65). At the same meeting, it decided 

further that a general debate should be held covering these three items, it being 

understood that individual draft resolutions on matters covered by the items would 

be considered separately after the conclusion of the general debate and following 

the hearing of petitioners who might appear before the Committee concerning those 

i terns. 

3. The Fourth Committee considered this question at its l8l8th, l82lst to l837th 

and l839th to l84lst meetings, between 3 October and 3 November. 
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4. At the 1818th meeting, on 3 October, the Rapporteur of the Special Committee 

on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced the chapter 

of the report of that Committee relating to Southern Rhodesia (A/7623/Add.l). 

5. At its 1820th meeting, on 7 October, the Fourth Committee considered a 

request for hearing from Mr. Robert John, President of the International Council 

for Rhodesia (A/C,4/723). At the same meeting, the Committee decided not to 

accede to that request, 

6. At its 182lst meeting, on 8 October, the Fourth Committee decided to grant 

a request for hearing from Mr. Kotsho Dube, representative, Zimbabwe African 

People's Union (ZAPU) (A/C.4/723/Add.l). The Committee heard a statement by 

Mr. Dube at its 1822nd meeting, on 9 October. At the same meeting and at the 

1823rd meeting, on the same date, Mr. Dube replied to questions put to him by 

members of the Committee. 

7. The general debate covering the present item, 

items referred to in paragraph 2 above, took place 

meetings, between 8 and 21 October. 

together with the two other 

at the 182lst to 1836th ' 

8. At the 1837th meeting, on 27 October, Mr. H.M, Sahnoun, Deputy 

Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity,· made' a statement 

concerning the three items referred to in paragraph 2 above. At the same meeting, 

the representative of the World Health Organization also.made a st,.tement. 

9. At the 1839th meeting, on 30 October, the representatives of the United 

Republic of Tanzania, the United Arab Republic and Nigeria introduced a draft 

resolution (A/C.4/L.936 and Add.l and 2), which was finally sponso~ed by the 

following Member States: Afghanistan, Algeria, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, 

Chad, Congo (Brazzaville), Congo (Democratic Republic of), Cyprus, Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Guinea, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Irag. Kenya, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, 

Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Rwanda, 

Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Southern Yemen, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 

United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

10, At the 184lst meeting, on 3 November, the representative of Trinidad and 
'· 

Tobago submitted an oral amendment to the.draft resolution, by which, in 

operative paragraph 13, the words "effectively supervised and complied with" 
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would be replaced by the words "effectively supervised, enforced and complied 

with", At the same meeting, the Chairman informed the Committee that the 

sponsors of the draft resolution accepted the oral amendment submitted by 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

11. At the same meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted the draft resolution 

(A/C.4/L.936 and Add,l and 2), as orally revised, by a roll-call vote of 

79 to 8, with 17 abstentions (see paragraph 12 below). The result of the 

voting was as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Congo (Brazzaville), Congo (Democratic 
Republic of), Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Greece, 
Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, 
Eadagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, 
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Southern Yemen, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Australia, Belgium, Netherlands, New Zealand, Port~gal, 
South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of AITerica, 

Abstaining: Austria, Botswana, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Lesotho, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden. ' 

RECCMMENDATION OF THE FOURTH CCMMITTEE 

12. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of 

the following draft resolution: 

Question of Southern Rhodesia 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Southern Rhodesia, 
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Having heard the statement of the petitioner, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 sontaining the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Recalling further all previous General Assembly resolutions and those of 

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
' 

concerning the question of Southern Rhodesia, 

Bearin~~ the relevant resolutions of the Security Council, 

particularly its resolutions 232 (1966) of 16 December 1966 and 253 (1968) of 

29 May 1968, in which it determined that the situation constituted a threat to 

international peace and security, 

Deeply concerned at the deteriorati~ s;ituation iJll:!oll,tl:)er.!l Rhodesia~ 

resulting from the introduction by the illegal racist minority regime of new 

measures aimed at entrenching itself as well as repressing the African people in 

violation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and over the continued 

presence of South African forces in the Territory, 

Deeply c~rned also at the persistent threat to the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of neighbouring African States resulting from the existing 

situation in Southern Rhodesia and the presence of South African forces in the 

Territory, 

Bearing in mind that the Goverr~ent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland, as the administering Power, has the primary responsibility 

for putting an end to the illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia 

and transferring effective power to the people of Zimbabwe on the basis of 

majority rule, 

l. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Zimbabwe to freedom 

and independence and the legitimacy of their struggle to attain that right in 

conformity with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 15.l.4_{__:xy}j_ 

2. Declares illegal all measures taken by the racist minority regime to 

deprive the people of Zimbabwe of their legitimate rights and to entrench its 

policies of apartheid in Southern Rhodesia; 
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3, Condemns the failure and refusal of the Government of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administering Power, to take 

ef·fective measures to bring down the illegal racist minority regime in Southern 

Rhodesia and to transfer pnwer to the people of Zimbabwe on the basis of majority 

rule in accordance with all the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly; 

4, Condemns the intervention of South African armed forces in Oouthern 

Rhodesia which constitutes an act of aggression against the people and territorial 

integrity of Zimbabwe and calls upon the United Kingdom, as the administering 

Power, to ensure the immediate expulsion of all South Africar, forces from 

Southern Rhodesia; 

5. Condemns the policies of the Governments of South Africa and Portugal 

and other Governments which continue to have political, economic, military and 

other relations with the illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia 

in contravention of the relevant United Nations resolutions, thereby violating 

their obligations under the Charter of the United Nations; 

6, Condemns the policies of those States which make it possible for their 

nationals to emigrate to Southern Rhodesia in violation of Security Council 

resolution 253 (1968); 
7. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom, in fulfilment of its 

responsibility as the administering Power, to take effective measures, including 

the use of force, to put an immediate end to the il1egal racist minority regime 

in Southern Rhodesia and to transfer all powers to the people of Zimbabwe on the 

basis of majority rule; 

8. Calls upon the administering Power to ensure the immediate release 

of the African nationalists who are in detention and to prevent further 

assassinations and imprisonment of African nationalists in Southern Rhodesia; 

9. Calls upon all States which continue to maintain political, economic, 

military and other relations with the illegal racist. minority regime in Southern 

Rhodesia to bring them to an immediate end; 

10. Calls upnn all States, specialized agencies and other international 

organizations concerned to extend all moral and material assistance to the 

national liberation movements of Zimbabwe, in co-operation with the Organization 

of African Unity; 
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11. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom, in view of the armed 

conflict in the Territory and the inhuman treatment of prisoners, to ensure the 

application to that situation of the Geneva Conventions of 12 Augus.t 1949 relative 

to the treatment of prisoners of war and the protection of civilians in time of 

war;;!/ 

12. Draws the attention of the Security Council to the gravity of the 

situation arising from the intensification of suppressive activities against the 

people of Zimbabwe and from armed attacks perpetrated against neighbouring States 

in violation of international peace and security; 

13. Reaffirms its conviction that the sanctions will not put an end to the 

illegal racist minority regime in S.outhern Rhodesia unless they are comprehensive, 

mandatory, effectively supervised, enforced and complied with, particularly by 

South Africa and Portugal; 

14. Further draws the attention of the Security Council to the urgent 

necessity of applying the following measures envisaged under Chapter VII of the 

Charterc 

(a) The scope of the sanctions against the illegal racist minority regime 

should be widened to include all the measures laid down in Article 41 of the 

Charter; 

(b) Sanctions should be imposed on South Africa and Portugal, the 

Governments of which have blatantly refused to carry out the mandatory decisions 

of the Security Council; 

15. Reques.ts the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples to keep the situation in the Territory under review; 

16. Calls upon the administering Power to report to the Special Committee 

on its action in the implementation of the present resolution. 

1/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75 (1950), Nos. 972 and 973-




