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l. The United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, 

Dissemination and Hider Appreciation of International Law was established by the 

General Assembly under its resolution 2099 (XX) of. 20 December 1965 and has been 

continued under resolutions 2204 (XXI) of 16 December 1966, 2313 (XXII) of 

14 December 1967, and 2464 (XXIII) of 20 December 1963.~/ 
2. In resolution 2464 (XXIII), adopted unanimcllisly at its l75lst plenary meeting, 

i1eld on 20 December 1963, the General Asset~bly expressed its appreciation to the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and. Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and ca 

the United Nations Institute for Trainin2: and Research (UNITAR) for their increasing 

participation in the Pragramme and expressed the hope that they would be able to 

hold jointly a regional training course in Asia in 1969. Having noted witL1 

satisfaction the Secretary-General 1 s intention to continue his efforts -'c':> 

encourage and co-0rdinate the acti vi tics 'Jf States and internati.'Jnal organizations 

concerned in the furtherance- of' the objectives .:Jf the Programme_. the General 

Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to provide the foll:ming forms ')f 

direct assistance during 1969: the award Df fifteen fellowships at the request 

of Governments of develo-ping countries; the ·provision of the advisory services of 

experts, if requested by developing coun·-t.:r·ies: •Ni thj .. n. the frame'ivork of e~~Lsting 

technical assistance programmes or fro:_n any voluntary contributions received for 

that purpose; and the provision of a set of United Nations legal publicati::ms to 

fifteen institutions in developing countries, and of current United Nati-:ms legal 

publications to institut·.Lor:s which received ·publications under the Programme in 

1967 and 1963. The Gen2ral Assembly reiterated its request to 'fJember States and 

others to make v-~luntary C')ntributions towards the financing of the Programme and 

expressed its appreciatior. t:J those Member States which had made such contributions. 

!_/ Inforrr.ation ctJncerning action taken under the Programme in y:>cGVi:)US years is 
contained in the following reports of the Secretary-General to the General 
Assembly: Oflicial Records of the General Assembly, 'Iwenty-first Session, 
Annexes: agenda i te1n 86 7 d'Jcument A/Jl.l-92 and Add .l; ibid., T\,rent;y-sec·JQd 
Sessi:Jn, Annexes J agenda item 90 J d_OCUiil.etTl; A/6316; if_;id. J 

111\rcnty-~·l;hL!.:'d 
Sessi-:m, Annexes, agenda i te~'!l 89, docurr.en'(, A/7305. --

I ... 
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Tioe General Assembly requested the Secretary-General t:J rep.:Jrt to tbe General 

Assembly at its twenty-f:Jurth session on the implementation of tbe Prograwme 

during 1969 and, foll:Jwing consultations with the Advisory Committee on the 

Pr'Jgramme, to submit recommendations regarding the execution of the Pr0grarnme 

in 1970. 

), At its l75lst plenary meeting, on 20 December 1963, the General Assembly, on 

the proposal .of the Sixth Committee, appointed the following Member States as 

members of the Advis0ry Committee fCJr the period l January 1969 tCJ 31 December 1971: 

Belgium, Ecuad'Jr, France_, Ghana, Hungary, Iraq, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Unitec:l Kingdom ·::>f Great Britain and N:Jrthern Ireland, United R2public 

:Jf Tanzania and United States of America. 

l:. In accordance >·lith the reque.st of ere General Assembly, the present report 

by the Secretary-General deals with the implementation of the Programr:te during 

1969 and submits recommendations, f::>llm1inc; c::msultaticms e~ith t!1e Advi.s::>ry 

Committee, regarding the execution of· the Pr~gramme in 1970. As in pre vi JUs years, 

the ''eport gives an account, on the basis ::>f infJrmatLon supplied by UNESCO and 

UNITAR, of the measures which these tw'J b"Jdies have taken or intend tJ ta~;::e in 

response to the invitation expressed in General Assembly resolutions .:Jn the 

Programme, as well as a description of -Ghe activities of the United Nations itself. 

The Secretary-General would like to emphasize that the United Nations, UNESCO and 

UNITAR have undertaken a ~umber of their ac·~i vi ties in collabJrati=m 1-1rith each 

'Jther, and often 1-rith t:1e assistance affered by States a:1d other interna-Gional 

:Jrgani za.tions and institutions. The c-J-OLJ8l"ati ve relationship that has been 

achieved, based on an attempt t:> ensure tb_at each of the participatinJ bodies 

concentrates its eff0rts in the sphere best sui ted t:J its individual c'Jtn:petence} 

has been designed t'J p:;_~event a duplicati "'Jn 'J_2 effort and t0 make maximmu use of 

the res'Jurces available for the Programmeo 

I ... 
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II. EXECUTION OF THE l'ROGRAJVIJ'>!E DURING 1969 

A. Activities o:f the United Nations 

l. Register of experts and scholars in international lm.r 

5. An addendum t0 the Register of experts and scholars in 

containing additional names forwarded, will be issued during 

2. Co-o-peration with 0ther organizati:ms 

international laH, 

1969}.7 

6. The Programme includes am:mg its objectives the dissemination 'Jf inf.:Jrmation 

about the legal aspects of the work of the Organizaticm and the promoti:m of the 

co-operation of the Organization with oU1er organizations and institutions active 

in the field of internati:mal law. In furtherance of these aims, the Secretariat 

wrote, in May 1969) to seventeen internatiDnal organizati:Jns and institutions 

concerned with international law and informed them of the topics before the 

following United Nations bodies: the Sixth Committee of the General Asseubly; the 

International Lm1 Commission; the United Nations Commission on Internati:mal Trade 

Law (UNCITRAL); the 1969 Special Committee on Principles of International Law 

concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States; the Legal 

Sub-Committee of tl1e Committee on tl1e Peaceful Uses of Outer Space; the Special 

Committee on the Question of Defining Aggression; and the Legal Sub-Committee of 

·che Committee on tl1e Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 

Limits of National JuriscUcti :m. Tl1e Secretary-General also for,,arded the texts 

of resolutions relating t'J the topics concerned and others of legal interest 

adopted by the General Assembly at its t·r;renty-third session. 

7. The organizations and institutions c-'Jncerned, which v1ere invited to 

communicate any comments or information they might have to offer in t~1e light of 

these to·pics anO. of their own activities) uere the follcnving: the Asian-African 

Legal Consultative Committee; the Council of Europe; if'he Hague Academy 0f 

International Lm1; T'he Ha~ue Conference on Private International Law; the Inter

American Institute of International Legal Studies; tl1e Institute of International 

?:./ An addendum '#as issued in 1963 under tl1e symbol A/7293. 

I . .. 
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Law; the International Association of Democratic Lawyers; the International 

Association of Legal Science; the International Bar Association; the International 

Commission of Jurists; the International Lmc Association; the International 

Institute for the Unification of Private LaH; the League of Arab States; the 

Organization of African Unity; the Organization of American States; the vlorld 

Federation of United Nations Associations; and the World Peace through Law Center. 

8. Seven of these institlitions, the As ian-African Legal Consultative Committee, 

the Council of Europe, the Inter-American Institute of International Legal Studies, 

the International Commission of Jurists, the International Institute for the 

Unification of Private Law, the Organization of American States and the World Peace 

through Law Center, submitted comments or information regarding the legal topics 

before United Nat:i.om; bodies or their o>m activities. The replies received 

are contained in the annex belo~''· 

3. Scholarships and f_ellowships offered at national institutions 

9· The representatives of several Hember States' referred during debates on the 

United Nations Frograir,me at the twenty-third session of the G0'neral Assembly to the 

provision by their Governments of scholarships and fellm,ships in the field of 

international lmi and international relations to students from developing countries. 

In the course of 1969, the Secretary-General circulated to Member States, at the 

request of the Governments concerned, copies of communications giving information 

about the scholarships and felloHships off,ered at rcaticr:;al institutions by the 

Governments of Belgium, Bulgaria and Ro,nania, respectively. An offer by the 

Government of Czechoslovakia to provide similar assistance during the period 

1969-1970 11ns circulated to Member States in 19f18. 

4. Publicity 

10. Effort'' to give wider publicity to international law and to the legal work of 

the United Nations have continued. The UN filonthly Chronicle has reported on the 

work of United l'Taticns organs and conferences concerned 1vith international law. 

A document containing the text of resolutions of legal interest adopted by the 

General Asscmtly at its t·Henty-third session wr;s issued 

distributed tbrough United Natiin:J~formation ,Ve"ntres. 

early in 1969 and 

The Registry of the 

I . .. 
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International Court of Justice informed the Secretariat that it intended to 

undertake the preparation of a book describing the functions and work of the 

International Court. Lastly, it may be mentioned that, on 21 April 1969, two 

United Nations stamps were issued on the theme "Peace through international law". 

5. Provision of advisory services of experts 

ll. 'Ihe S.ccretary-General was authorized under paragraph 4 (b) of resolution 

2464 (XXIII) to provide the "advisory services of experts, if requested by 

developine; countries, -Hi thin the frame•.vork of existing technical assistance 

programmes or from such voluntary contributions as may be received for that 

purpose". Eo voluntary contributions for this pu"'pose having been received 

during 1969, requests made by developing countries for the advLory services of 

experts in the legal field have, as in. previous years, been administered 1vithin 

the frarr.ework of the established technical assistance prograrmnes. 

6. Provision 'Jf United Nations legal publications 

12. Under the terms of resolutions 2204 (XXI) and 2313 (XXII), a set of United 

!lations legal publications was supplied to fifteen institutions in developing 

countries during 1967,2/ and to a further t1''enty institutions in 1968}:./ In 

accordance with paragraph 4 (c) of resolution 2464 (XXIII), arrangements were 

mcde to supply a set of United Nations legal publications to an additional fift2en 

institutions in developing countries during 1969, thus bringing the total number 

of institutions -which ha·ve received United l:lations legal publications under the 

Programme to fiftyo These institutions v.,rere chosen, following consultations with 

the Advisory Committee, so as to provide an over-all equitable geographical 

distribution among recipients, regan'i being also paid to the relative degrees of 

21 

!:.1 

The institutions were situated in the following countries: Cambodia, 
Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Congo (Brazzaville), Dahomey, Ecuador> Ethiopia, 
Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Pakistan, Sierra Leone and Trinidad and Tobago. In 
addition, publ:ications were supplied to the Asian-African Legal Consultative 
Committee, T.vhose secretariat is in Ne11 Delhi. 

The institutions ~were aituated in the follm~dng countries: Algeria, BUrma, 
Ceylon, Casto. Rica, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Laos, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Malm'li, Malaysia, ]vlexico, Nigeria, Peru, Tunisia, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela 
and Zambia. 

I ... 
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need of different regions. The fifteen institutions TJ!hich Vlere selected to receive 

publications in 1969 1vere situated in the follor11ing countries: Bolivia, Burundi, 

Congo (Democratic Republic of), Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Kenya, Kuwait, Libya, 

Mali, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Senegal, Singapore and Thailand. The Secretary-General 

also arranc;ed to provide the institutions Hhich :received legal publications in 

1967 and 1968 (other than those which have become United Nations depository 

libraries) with the publications subsequently issued, thus bringing their 

collections up to date. 

13. As inprevious years, the International Court of Justice provided copies of 

its publications to institutions receiving assistance under the Programme4 The 

Governments of C2echoslovakia and Greece continued to supply copies of national 

legal publications to these institutions, to which the Governments of Bulgaria 

and Japan also made legal literature available during 1969. In addition, the 

American Society of International Law offered comr.;limentary copies c~ its 

publications tc the institutions concerned. The Secretary-General would like 

to express his thanks to the Registry of the International Court of Justice, to 

the Governments of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Greece and Japan, and to the 

American Society of International Law, for the support they have given to this item 

of the United. Nations Programme. 

7. Geneva Seminar on International La'd 

14. During the twenty-first session of the International Lc:'d Commission, 

the United Natiors Office at Gerceva organized a fifth session of the Seminar 

on International Law for advanced students and young government officials. The 

Seminar, 1>1hich was held beh1een 16 ,June and 4 July 1969, 1-ms attenced 'by 

participants from twenty-two countries. Participants attended meetings of 

the Iuternational Lav1 Commissi:)n a:r..d heard lectures by nine members and by one 

former member of the Commissicn, by the Legal Adviser of the International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) and by a member of the United Nations Secretariat. The 

lectures \:.Jere given on various topics, such as the codification and development 

of international law by the United Nations; problems :raised by the Vienna 

Conventions on diplomatic lav7, consular lav.J and the la1v of treaties; the question 

of special missio:1s ;. the unification of international trade lm\r and the work of 

I ... 
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uNC:::TRAL; the work of the ILO; and the principle of co-operation in international 

law ancl the problems of land-locked States. 

15. The Governments of Denmark,, the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, Israel, 

the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden offered scholarships for participants from 

developing countries; these fellowships enabled candidates from Bolivia, 

Congo (Democratic Republic of), India, Iraq, Madagascar, Mexico and the 

Republic of Korea to attend the Seminar. Fellov1ships v1ere also mvarded to 

candidates from Ceylon anC\ Nigeria, but these beneficiaries were prevented, at the 

last moment, from attending the Seminar. Three students neld fell01"ships under 

the United Nations-UNITAR Fellowship Programme in International Lm<. The grant 

of scholarships made it possible to achieve a 'l\Uch b;otter geographical distribution 

of participants and to bring deserving candidates from distant countries, who 

1>1ould otherwise be unable to attend the Seminar for pecuniary reasons. The 

generosity of Governments in providing scholarship aid for candidates from 

developing countries wishing to attend the Seminar is therefore much appreciated, 

and it is hoped that this help Hill be continued in future years. The Government 

of Denmark has already contrj_buted $1,500 in scholarship aid to enable a 

participant from a developing country to attend the session of the Seminar '>lhich 

may be organized in 1970, and the representatives of the Governments of Israel 

and the Netherlands, speaking in the Sixth Committee during the h~enty- fourth 

sel!sion of the General Assembly, announced that their Governments had decided 

to contribute $1,000 and $1,500, respectively, for the same purpose. 

8. Activities concerning international trade la,; 

16. The Unitec Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), at its 

first session held in February 1968, considered that it should establish 

co~operative relations v;ith organizations concerned with training and assistance 

in international trade lm1.2/ The Advisory Committee on the United Nations 

Programme of _Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider 

Appreciation of International Llm, during its third session, held in October 1968, 

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, 'l\1enty-third Session, 
Supplement 1lo. 16 (ll/7216), para. 6'(. 

I . .. 
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took note of this desire on the part of lWCITRAL and recorr.mended "that an 

appropriate place should be given to the activities concerning international 

trade law 1<ithin the framework of the activities conducted under the Programme" .f:/ 
Since the adoption of this recommendation, various steps have been taken in order 

to give effect ~GO the wish expressed by UNCITRAL. 

17. In November 1968, the Secretary-General Hrote to United Nations organs, 

spe-:.ialized agencies and other organizations concerned, inquiring about their 

present and planned activitie2 relating to training and assistance in international 

trade law and soliciting suggestions regarding the establishment of co-operative 

relations in this field. The results of this inquiry were summarized in a report 

of the Secretary-Generall./ Tdhich described the a;tivities (such as technical -

assistance, conferences, training courses and seminars, fellmvships, research 

and studies) carried out by various organizations on the subjects vi thin the 

scope of inteJonational trade law. The report indicated also the specific 

suggestions made by some of these organizations for the purpose of establishing 

co-operative relations in this area. 

18. At its second session, held in Narch 1969, UNCITHAL '''as pleased to note that 

a number of United Nations organs and international organizations had undertaken 

training and assistance activities in international trade lm·T and that most of 

the 

the 

organizations 

C - - §/ ommlsS lonQ 

concerned had expressed their willingness to co-operate vith 

The Commission recornmended) inter alia, that regional seminars 

and training courses under the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the 

Teaching 3 Study, Dissemination and ~Vider Appreciation of International Lm·J 

should ~ontinue to include topics relating to international trade law; that some 

of the fellmiships to be granted under the United Nations Programme be awarded 

to candidates with a special interest in international trade law; and that the 

. names .snd relevant particulars of experts in international tr8.de law be included 

in a supplement to the Register of experts anO scholars in international lm.;r. 

§/ Ibid., Annexes, agenda iteG' 89, document A/7305, para. 89 (3). 

I/ Aj ClL 9/27. 
r; I 

:::::_1 Official Records of the General Assembly~ Twenty-fourth Session, 
Suoplement No. 18 (!1/76lCJ), para. 15CJ. 

I . .. 
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'_t_
1he ConF:lission also :i..~oq_uested tl1e Gec:L~etary-Genernl to consult IIith the Advisory 

COJ:~n::'.i-t:Cee and 1-ri th Unitec', lTa·Gions orc;ans and oth('!::{' o:.·canizations active in 

the field of intc:cnationetl t:..~ade le.v conce:L~ninc; the f'easiOility of establishing 

11ithin their :1rugrc.nnes, at selected universi t:Les or othe:i..' institutions in 

clevelopine:; c untrics 9 :cec;iono.l institutes or chail~s :for traininc; in the field 

of inte:;,.---:.."lational lmr ~ anc.,_ of orcanizinc; seu:,"_ne.:i..~s or courses for students, 

teachers~ 12.1-l~/e:i..---s anc1 goveJ.:'rJ:len.IL oi'ficials inteTestcd o~c e.ctive in this field. 

l~). In ·Ghe cm.:~rse of lSGs·, lcctul"es 11e1~e civen on to::_Jics relatinG to 

intel'l1ationo.l tJ."ade lcr.r at the Geneva Se:tx! .. nal~ on Intcrnationc:.l Lmr (paTagra~~hs 

(parac;1'a,pl1s 4C-43 bcluu). In o.ddition, seveT2ol holcl..cTs of United lhtions-UEITATi 

felloushi~'JS in j_nternationc,l lmr received traininG in the InC-eTnational ~~f·ade 

Lau ~-}~canch of the Office of Lcc;al ~\.ffairs. rrl1c Secreto..ry-Genernl has cmc;aced 

in con.sulto..tions 1rith the a:'Jpropl'io..te Unitecl.. r:-o.tions orcuns and or~anizations 

in orclcl"' to find uays of ir.:~;lenentinc; tl:c rccoEJ..i".lende:Gions ado~::tcd b~r UlTCIT:_i/iL, 

and uill rey;o:;.~t to urcr1\~I~L at its third session in 1\.})l"il 15'70 on the results 

of his invcstic.ations. j_ :cel):"esento.tivc of the O:L:Lice of Lee_~nl ~\ffairs made a 

staJc8nent before the ~'\dvisol"Y Co~_mittec on the Unitec'c Hations Proc;l--.J.ra.i:le 9 at its 

neetinc; held on 7 Cctober lSGS: 9 in 1-.rhich he :cevieued the vn:..~ious l_1l'OlJosals 1rhich 

had been :aade 1ri.Jvh resJ!ect tc the l_)rovision of tr.s.,ininc a:.-1d assistance in 

interno.tiona1 trade lo.1-r. S.'lle ~\dvisory Cond:Lttee adolJted a reconmer..dation 11hereOy 

it c.~J::_:::roved the activities cuncc::rninc; interno..tional t:;.~ade lm-r 11hich the 

Secl~cte..:;:y-General :-proposed for 1970 (~arac;1~a1_::h 48 "'uelmr) and requested hLJ to 

rel::.ort to the General J\sscmbl~r at its tucnty-fifth session$ follouinc consul tat ions 

vitll. the AdvisOI'J' Comnit-e-ee and 'Jith UTTCITIJ\L at its thL:'d session, on the 

results of his consideration clurinc; J-S70 of >:rha·G ftn~the:c ste)S niGht ~Je tal:::e1.1 

in order to s~~:tengthen these activities. 

20. Du::cinc; 1s;6:;, follo,.Iinc the sane o.rl~anc;ement as in 19GB, the fifteen 

intel"nationc,l la11 fclloushi)S t-rhich the Secre-to.ry-Generc,J. uas autho_i:'izee_ to 

}!Y'OVidC Under l>al'a(;TU:Ih ~- (n) Of resolution 2l,L64 c:~=Ill) 1IG1"8 COl:10inec1 llith 

tl:.c i'ive fellouships offered by UNIT\=1, so as to forn a joint fellmrship procTa;Jne. 
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The day--to-day administrative work in connexion with the programme was undertaken 

by UNITAR. wbile the fifteen United Nations fellowships were intended for 

persons from developing countries, the UNITAR fellowships were also open to 

persons from developed countries. 

21. A letter from the Executive Director of UNITAil giving detailed information 

on the fellowship programme fOl" 1969 was sent to States 1·\embers of the United 

Nations and members of the specialized agencies, and States which participate 

in the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The Resident Representatives 

of UNDP and United Nations Information Centres assisted in obtaining nominations 

from Governments, By 12 May 1969, when the final selection 1•Tas made, eighty-three 

applications from fifty-b-10 countries had been received. In the selection of 

candidates, special attention was given to the qualifications of the candidates, 

their field of <JOrk and the needs of their respective countries, 1<hile keeping in 

mind the need to ensure a balanced geographical distribution. Preference was given 

to candidates from countries other than those from which fellows had been selected 

in 1967 and 1968. 

22. Eighteen candidates from the follm1ing countries were selected: Afghanistan, 

Bali via J Botswana J CameroonJ Cyprus,; El Salvador J Ghana, Guyana, IraqJ Liberia j 

Pakistan, Paraguay, Romania, :Jpain, Sudan, Sweden, Syria and Uruguay. Of those 

selected, thirteen were government officials and five were university teachers in 

international law. 

23. The successful candidates pursued one of the following four study schemes: 

(a) Attendance at the Geneva Seminar on International Law bet1;een 16 June 

and 4 July 1969, follm<ed by practical training at the legal offices of the 

United Nations and associated agencies or at UNITAR, from 7 July to 

31 December 1969; 

(b) Attendance at the Public International Law Course at The Hague 

Academy of International Law, and the special lectures and seminars organized 

;. .. 
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o,j 
by UNITAfl£. at The Hague betueen 22 Ju:.y and 20 1\uc.;ust. Tl1e special lectures 

and seminars uere eminently of a p:ractical chaTacter ~ designed to provide the 

fellous v;i th an opportuni t~r of' c1iscussinc legal issues of particular interest 

to developing countries; 

(c) Schelile (b) 5 folloued ·by participation in the .:.~esearc~ Course offered 

at the Centre fo:t· Studies and Tiescarch in Inte:cnutional La\I e,nd International 

l--:elations of The I-Iacue AcadeElY, betTreen 20 August and 26 Septera·ber lS69 j 

(d) ScherJe (b), follovecl by pl'actical training betveen 25 1\ugust and 

31 December 1969 at the legal offices of the United t·~ations and associated 

agencies or at UlHTAn. 

The nine fellous receiving practical t::caininc.; under schei~les (a) and ( c1) 

1rere a-'.:tached to the UniteC~ Nations Office of Legal 1\ffairs~ UITIDO, UIIITATI, 

UNC'!.'1\D, the Agreements Section of UIIDP, and the Legal Departments of the 

International Atcmic Energy Agency, the International Eank for Reconstruction and 

Development ( I:::;nD), the ILO and the Office of the United~ Nations High 

Cmamissioner for l~efuc;ecs. 

24. 'I1:lc Secretary-General and the :executive Director of U!UC'A:; wish to express 

their thanks to the ueEibe:L"S and officials of the International Court of' Justice, 

the Netherlands li'oreicn liinistry and r.J:.ll~e Hac;uc Acader~1y of In·te:L~national Lau 

for their a.ssistance in ensurinG the successful orc;anization of the fellm-rs 1 

stud;:; prograr:m1e at r..i..'he Cac;ue. 

9/ The follouine; distinguished lalrJeY's gave the s)ecial lectures or led the 
ser,linn.:--s: I.lr~ F. Boulouois, De~;uty Directol" of the Treaty Division, 
l'letherlands Foc'eign ;rinistl'Y; ,;r. ;:;.J. Dupt'Y, Secretary-General, 'l'he Eague 
/~cadeny, and Professor in the Faculty of Lm.r of Nice; lir. J .Li. =::ekelaar~ 

T'ellolr of Pcnb:col:.e Collec;e and Lectnrer in Lall at the University of Oxfo~cd; 
.i:lr. A. Elkin, f'ormeJ.~ Legal Adviser o:f the Organization for I:conomic 
Co-operation and Develo~Jtwnt; l~:c. T.T ~ FriecliJann 9 Professor of ColumOia 
University; lir. P.C. Jessup 9 Judge of the International Court of Justice; 
l~r. ll. Lachs~ Jud3e of the Inte:--nationnl Cou~~t of Justice; liT. A. Fillepich, 
First Secreta:-'y 9 International Court of Justice; llr. J. Salnon, Professor 
at the University of :Orussels; I.lr. 0. Schachter 9 Deputy Executive Director 
and Director of :Sesearch 9 UNITA~; ~lr. ~.L.C. Schiff 9 SecJ.~etary-Gcneral, 

l'Tcthel"lands J.Iinistry of FOl"'eicn ~".ff'airs j anC. ~~r. r .l~. VeDdrell, f,_ssociate 
=;escarcll Officer, UlHTA~~-



A, 7740 
~nc;lish 

Pac;e ll.c 

25. Duril1S 1S6S, UIL_;Jco has u11dertal.:en va:;.:•ious activities, chiefl~.r conceTninc; 

the O_evelorJnent of -L~niversi·Cy teaching e...nd rescnrcl1 in in-C.2rnational lau, in 

L'~lplementation of :cesolutio~ 3., 231 adopt eel by the General Conference of UN:C3CO 

nt its fifteenth session in 1968. These activities have fallen vithin the 

:?r3l:1C"'i,-lOrl<_ of a long-te:i.''E: project in the field of international lavr adopted by 

the UNESCO Generc~l Conference at its fouTteenth session in 1)'66 5 in response 

to the invitation of the General Asse1~bly that UI-TESCO pO..I'ticipa~ce in the 

hllJlcnontaticn of the P:;_~oc;ranJe c:c"' .:\ssiste,nce in the Teach inc 9 Study 9 

Dissemination anc~ ·.;i.der ~\pp:n3ciation of International Lw.;r. UI'..f::_:;sco' s ~!?:Q;r§li..":~'!..e. 

§_n_cl_.P:,.'.clr:_c:c __ f?T_.l5.6_9:--.1S:.79 incluclcs an allocation o:? (;102, COO for intcomational 

lmr activities. 

26. In response t'J the hope eXl)Y'Cssed by the General i\ssembly in r::aTacnJ.ph 3 

cf :cesolution 2464 C':.:CIII)} UH~3CO collabOT8.-'ue0" 1rith U1'H'_;!An in tl1e o:;, ... canization 

of the r;.q~ional Tr~tininc and ~-:efreshe:>."' Cou:~se held in tl.1e Fhilir:,pines betveen 

ll a~ld 29 ii.uc;ust lS:69 9 unde:;."' the joint res pons ibili ty of the t1·ro bodies 

(see }!aT2cra~ll1s 40-l~3 belov). It ma~T be recalled. t~Jat this is the second in 

the se:ries of rec;ional traininG and refreshe:r cou::csc:s lrhich have been organized 
101 

unc1e:c the P:coc;TEtLlDe 9 ·Lhe :·~i::.:'st ol uhich 1ras held in Dar-es-Salaw~l in ..-\ugust 1967--1
• 

2'(. 1\.. felloi.Ishill· schene r.cas Oeen initiated 1-rhich \·rill enable young scholars 

fron devcloJ.:lins cm.mtries to spend an academic year at a university distinguished 

:i:. ... or its teaching of internationQl la-.;.;r anc1 to at:tend 111he IIac;ue ~\.cadeny of 

Inte:rnationc..l Lmr durine; the vacation peTiod. rl1ei.1 fellmrships 1Jere authorized 

for the ~Jerioc1 lS·6S-lS70 9 of uhic..:h six \Terc allarclcd in 1969. 1J:Il:~e seleCtion ~-~cts 

mc):Ic on the 1xwis of incliv:i'_dual qualifico.tions a:..1d cJ::peTicnce aEcl the suOr:1ission 

of u. brief ess2.~.r descr:Lbinc the main issues of iiiternational lav relevant ·Go 

the foreic;n :!.""el.s.tions of the candido.te r s ccuntryo States ncElbcTs of UIJi~SCC 

l1o.ve also been invited to l~cques-C. assistcmce ~ under the Ul-IDP 1l1 ecl~,nical 1\ssistance 

countJ.~y ~n'ot_~T2JJI18~ in -'c~1e fo.J..T1 oi' fcllmrships :lor post-craduate stndy leading to 

n. teachinc; cal"eer ~ 

lQ/ 1)_~{., .};'y_ep._t)~-.s.e~cp_n~\ P~~~I;j_-9Il .. ·L /l_n!l_E:?C~.s_, a£3cnda i ta11 90, docunent A/6816 ~ 
l)aras. 21-2~ .. 
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28 ~ I\. consultant lias seEt fol" a :9e::ciod of t.uo ;:,1onths to lCenya 9 U:Jancla, the 

United Ile~Jublic o:L r.CD.nzanic.. and Zm~1~JL~.) -'~o study the IJOssibility of estaOlisllinc 

a chai1~ oi' international 1m'! Ol" a spGcialized doct.liilcntation centre in one of those 

countr·ics lrhich could usefully serve o..ll four ~.lemOeT States lli tl: res:>ect to 

the t:.--ainin(; Of S~X~CialistS • r_;.'hiS Visit folloued a l~liSSiOD to a nl.lElber of 

African countJ.:ies Ol''gan2.zec1 in collaOore.tion uith the Internatioro.l La~r 

Association in 1968 (see rara~rapl1 30 ~::elou) ~ The teachinc; to be provided 

voul0. place special enJ)hasis on the proe;ress of international lm-r in the 

economic and social fielcls ~ in particulal" s in so far as it has a bearing on 

the developnent of international ti·ade and nc.tural resources and on the 

iLJllrovement of internationo.l econonic relations. Assistance "'i:;ill also be 

avc.ilaOle to IIenber States~ upon their request and in accordance uith the 

l10ll:1al J:Jrocedures ~ l_.l_DclCl"' the UNDP r_:__
1 8CbnicRl Lssistance country pYO[;l"8It11:18 j in 

the for·::1 of exr~erts r se::cvices \Iith regafc1 to the o:cc;anization of Pniversity 

depaJ."t:nents OI' J.."esearch institutes S)Ccializ~_n£; in international lm1. 

29.. l'>.s part of it,s activities relc.tins to the teachine; of international la1·r, 

Ur~~3CO has prepared a basic list of JOO to 150 vo:cks on international lm-r as 

a teachinG aic1. Copies of the list -.;.rill be c:tist:cibuted to universities~ 

rcseal~ch centres o..nc1 specialized lilJraries in dcvelor)inc; countries. The list uill 

also -oe used in t~1e pre11e..ration of 11 kits of basic llOrl:s in international lmi11 
3 

1-rl1:.ch 11ill be nadc available to interested institutions u~on :request~ under the 

tn-.;r~CO Pl"O(SJ.~ondc of Pa:::."ticipation in the !i..ctivi ties of lier,1ber States. Fu:::.---theruore, 

unssco intends~ if request eel by l!18:t!l~)Cl~ States9 to organiz~ tl-lO rec;ional 

infornatioE sessions f'ol.., univcrsi ty ~'lrofessors and senior r:overru;1ent officials, 

;rhich 11ill deal ui th recent techniques in the field o:f international lavr used 

for i . .-:lpi·ovinc; iEternationn.l econoEic and. socie:.l co-~operation. 
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4. §:ty:.ocly __ c_OI1_C_e_rp._ipr; ~tj1__e __ f~OfillB;.:G;_pp. _ol_ pp._t_i_o_n~)-_.Q._s_~9_c_i_~j4_?,AS ___ of ___ sJ:_e~c .. to.}-_i_s~~ 
i-l~._in t.~ !}1_a _t J-.s>_nfll~ 1?~~ 

30. r:fhe Inte:::·nutional Lm-r Association subr,litted a re~1ort to UI·i~SCO on a 

1;1ission caJ."ricd out in 1968, o.t the Tequest of UIJLSCC, by ~~:i.". ~-I. Cochaux, 

Vice-PI'esic~ent o:f the Association~ to eleven .. Lf:::•ican countl~ies (:ethiopia, Gh.:1na, 

the Ivor;y Coast 5 ICell2,rc. 9 ITigeriv, 9 Genec;o.l~ the Sude..n 9 Tunisia, Ugcmda, the 

United Arab ~epui)lic o.nCt the United ~;·_e11ublic of IJ..'unzania) to encourage SlJecialists 

in intern3-tionul lau ·~o toru national associations -~Ihicb_ could subsequently 

2-!Jl1ly for oJ'filie.tion ui th lc-:.J."c;e international associ£ttions ~ ~he report 

stresscc-:. tl1e keen interer:;t shm·m in the counti"'ies visited in the develo:;_JElent 

oi' lec;al co-operation in tl:ds field. In sor,lC of the countries visited cff'oT-'cs 

are no1r under 1Iay to constitute nn:'c..ioru ... \1 groups llit.h a viev to aO_herence to 

the International I:mr ..i\.ssociation. 

coaparability and interrntiono.l oquivet.lences of secondary school certificates 

c.nd universit~r decrees, UriSSCO has requested Professor TI.J. Dupuy of the 

Univci"Si ty of II ice and Professor G. I. IJ.'unl·:in of the University of ~~oscoTr to 

prepare c. study intended to facilitate the conparaiJility o.nd intel"ne.tional 

eqnive.lence oi' deQ:i"Ces and di~Jlonas for hic;he:c studies in the field of 

international lav. The stncl.y vill C.eal vi th ( n) the st::.---uctul~e and orr;aniza tion 

of s~rsteus of hicher education in intcrnntionaJ. lau; (b) teachinG proc;ramnes 

in this field, 2.nd.J in :~al~ticulo.j_ ... ~ tl1eir content and. structure, the duration 

of studies~ the systen oi: exa<nin:J:tion,s and the requirenents f'o:;_~ university 

c1c~;rees o..nd c:_iplom£l.S; a.ncl (c), an annl~rsis of the infor:'J.ation 1~1entioned under 

(a) and (b), in ordeT to a:crive at criteJ..~ia anc1 the :t:wst efficient nethocls of' 

coi.llJ..JUrison in oJ.x1er to establish equivalences 'Jet1rcen univcrsi ty decrees and. 

dilllonas in interna tionaJ lmr. The stuc~-Y uill concentrate on the lilOst 

rcpresento;Givc acader1ic institutio.Ds of one !~fricar.., one ~·\.sian o,nc'i. one Latin 

1\LleTican country, o.nd of FI'ance 9 the United Kingdom und the Un.itecl :States. I~ 

s:Li1ilo.r stud~/ relatinc to socialist ccuntTies 1-rill be nade ~J~.'" Profcsso1 ... Tunl:::in. 
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32. In addition, and within the framework of UNESCO's prograrr®e of peace research, 

a study is in progress, under the direction of Professor Dupuy, on the extent to 

which the teaching of international relations, international law and other 

academic disciplines actually (a) takes into account the concept of living 

peacefully together, and (b) contributes to the organization of the international 

com11unity. 

6. Prcmotion of the exchange of publications 

33. UNESCO has continued its efforts to prorwte the exchange of publications by 

encouraging its member States to adhere to the two relevant Conventions adopted 

by the General Conference at its tenth session in 1958, namely, the Convention 

concernin~ the Exchange of Official Publications and Government Documents between 

States.ll/ and the Convention concerning the-International ExchAnge of 

Publications .
12

/ By May 1969, hTenty-nine member States of UNESCO had become 

parties to these two Conventions. 

D. Activities of U!UTARl3/ 

l. Studies 

34. UNITAR has completed its first major study in the field of international law, 

a comprehensive review of the question of wider acceptance of 11ultilateral 
- 14/ 

treaties-.- 'Ihe study includes a detailed analysis of the ratification of, 

and accession to, eighty-one United Nations treaties, an examination of methods 

used to increase acceptance and an analysis of the conditions which may affect 

acceptance. Eefore publication, the study was reviewed by a number of legal 

scholars and legal advisers to national Governments and international organizations. 

13/ 

14/ 

United Nations, Treaty Series, vel. 398 (1961), No. 5715. 
entered into force on 30 May 1961. 

United Nations, Treaty Series, val. 416 (1961), No. 5995-
entered into force on 23 November 1961. 

'Ihe Convention 

~e Convention 

~e participation of UNITAR in the United Nations-UNITAR Fellowship 
Prograrrme in International Law is dealt with in paras. 20-24 above. 

UNITAR Series No. 2. 

I ... 
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Copies of the study were sent to the pern:anent mission~ of member States, to 

members of the International Law Commission and to persons engaged in legal work 

in foreign ministries and in international organizations, and to various legal 

scholars and selected libraries and research centres in different countries. 

35. A publication on multinational public enterprises is being brought out in 

Spanish; it is hoped to publish the English and French translations of this 

work at a later date. This volume will contain a number of papers presented at 

the Regional Seminar in International Law for Latin America, which was held in 

January 1969. These papers cover the legal features of multinational public 

enterprises, n:ultinational public corporations for Latin America, loans by public 

international organizations to n:ultinational public enterprises, legal 

administrative formulas for n:ultinational projects of physical infrastructure, 

a study concerning the functions and organization of a public international 

corporation, regional n:ultinational enterprioes and European multinational 

projects. 

2. Regional Semina~ 

15/ As envisaged in the Secretary-General's report last year;-- a regional 

Seminer in International Law was organized by UNITAR and held in ~uito, Ecuador, 

between 13 and 25 January 1969. The Government of Ecuador offered host 

facilities at the Central University of Ecuador in Quito and provided board and 

lodging f'or the participants. In the planning and organization of the Seminar, 

UNITAR benefited from the advice of a consultative panel of diplomats and jurists 

from the region, as well as from the co-operation of the l"ni ted Nations Office of 

Legal Affairs, UNESCO, the Organization of American States and other international 

organizations. 

37. The Seminar, which was ceremonially opened by the President of Ecuador, 

brought together senior and middle-grade government officials and scholars from 

sixteen countries in the region.
16

/ Observers attended the Seminar from 

15/ 

16/ 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 89, document A/7305, paras. 53-5 • 

'Ihe following countries were represented at the Seminar: Argentina, Barbados, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guyana, 
Honduras, J,lexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

I ... 



A/7740 
English 
Page 19 

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and from institutes 

interested in the various subjects considered.l7/ Officials from the United 

Nations Office of Legal Affairs and UNITAR were also present. The Seminar was 

intended to provide a forum for an informal exchange of opinions on matters of 

particular interest to the region. It was therefore decided that the opinions 

expressed and suggestions made in the course of the discussions would be regarded 

as the personal views of the participants. Likewise, it was also agreed that no 

decisions would be adopted or votes taken at the Seminar. 

38. As mentioned in the previous report of the Secretary-General, the following 

subjects were selected for consideration at the Seminar: 

(a) Legal and institutional problems of multinational water development 

projects; 

(b) Hultinational public enterprises, with particular reference to the 

economic integration of Latin America; and 

(c) Regional problems arising out of treaties relating to the resources of 

the sea. 

For each topic, a seminar leader was designated who, besides introducing the 

subject, was responsible for the conduct of the proceedings and for the 

preparation of a summary report on his particular subject. 18/ In addition, 

background papers and documents were prepared on the various topics by experts 

selected on a wide geographical basis. 

17/ The following agencies and intergovernmental organizations sent observers to 
the Seminar: IBRD, UNESCO, the Organization of American States, the Inter
American Development Bank and the Institute for Latin American Integration. 
Observers from non-governmental organizaticns and institutes came from the 
Inter-American Institute~fbr International Legal Studies, the International 
Law Association, the Inter-American Bar Association, the International Legal 
Centre of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, the Latin American 
School of Political Science and Public Administration, and the International 
Association for Water Law. 

18/ The following peTsons "\orere designated as seminar leaders: 
Fe"· subject (a): Hr. G. Cano, Co-ordinator, Water Resources Section, 

Resources and Transport Division, United Nations Secretariat. 
For subject (b): Hr. H. Kaplan, Professor of Sociology, Latin American Sclicol 

for Political Science and Public Administration (FLACSO), 
Sant:Lago, Chile. 

For subject (c): 

Hr. F. Peiia, Institute for Latin American Integration 
(INT~.L), Buenos Aires. 
~lr. P. \'ellas, Professor at the Faculty of La1" and Director 
of the Institute of International Studies and of Developing 
Countries, University of Toulouse. 
l~r. R. Hayton, Dean of Graduate Studies, Hunter 
New York 

College, 
;. .. 
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39. The objective of the Seminar was to foster the role of international law as 

a means of promoting the purposes of the United Nations and, at the same time, to 

assist in the development of international co-operation at regional and 

universal levels. Having regard to the keen degree of interest shown by the 

participants in the topics considered and the high level of the discussions, it 

was generally felt at the conclusion of the Seminar that these aims had been 

achieved. The Executive Director of UNITAR wishes to thank the Government of 

Ecuador and the Central University of Ecuador for their hospit~lity and 

co-operat1on, which gratly contributed to the success of the Seminar. 

3. Regional training and refresher course 

40. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 2464 (XXIII), a regional 

training and refresher course in international law for Asia was jointly organized 

by UNITAR and UNESCO, with the co-operation of the United Nations Office of Legal 

Affairs. The Government of the Philippines extended host facilities and provided 

board and lodging for the participants, lecturers and representatives of 

international organizations. The Government of Japan made a contribution of 

$2,000 to UNITAR in order to help meet the expenses of the course. The course 

was held in Quezon City, from ll to 29 August 1969. 

41. The main object of the programme was to provide practical training to junior 

and middle-level government officials and university teachers on international 

legal problems of immediate 

countries19/ in the region 

from the Philippines. 

interest in Asia. 

attended the course. 

Twenty participants from thirteen 

There were also ten observers 

42. Ihe topics of the training course were the following: 

(a) international legal aspects of economic development, such as trans

national development projects and international loan requirements; 

(b) international protection of human rights; 

(c) international law relating to rraritime resources and international 

rivers; 

19/ The Republic of China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of Viet-Nam, Singapore 
and Thailand. 

; ... 
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(d) techniques and processes of international law-making through the 

United Nations and its specialized agencies; and 

(e) international legal problems relating to peace and security. 

43. The lectures were supplemented by seminars in which the participants were 

encouraged to present reports on specific issues of a practical nature. Two 

special lectures were given, one on the work of UNCITRAL and the other on the 

wider acceptance of multilateral treaties. The representatives of the United 

Nations, UNESCO and UNITAR present at the training course acted as discussion 

leaders. A number of documents and a working library were provided for those 

attending the course. Ihe lectures were given by legal scholars and experts 

selected on a wide geographical basis. 20/ The Executive Director of UNITAR 

wishes to express his appreciation to the Government of the Philippines for 

its hospitality and to those persons whose co-operation assisted in the 

successful implementation of the course. 

4. Other activities 

44. As in previous years, the training programmes conducted by UNITAR have 

included lectures and seminars on subjects in international law. The Seminars 

in multilateral diplomacy and international organization held in New York for 

members of permanent missions of States Members of the United Nations and for 

members of the Secretariat had a number of lectures and seminars devoted 

specifically to such subjects as "The impact of the United I~ations on interr:ational 

law", "'The CJrganization and procedures of the General Assembly", "Resolutions of 

20/ The following persons acted as lecturers: 

For subject (a): Mr. v. Abad Santos and Mr. F. Feliciano, University of 
the Philippines, and Mr. T. Atkeson, General Counsel, 
Asian Development Bank, assisted by members of the legal 
staff of the Bank. 

For subject (b): Mr. F. Juvigny, Mattre des requetes au Conseil d'Etat, 
France~ 

For subject (c): Mr. D. O'Connell, University of Adelaide, and 
Mr. A. Garretson, New York University. 

For subject (d): Mr. c. Alexandrowicz, Centre of International Studies, 
University of Cambridge, and Mr. v. Pechota, Senior 
Fellmr, UNI TAR. 

For subject (e): Mr. B.S. Murty, Andhra University. 
; ... 
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the General Assembly", "Progressive development and codification of international 

law11
, 

11 The International Court of Justice'', and 11 'Ihe privileges and immunities 

of the United Nations". Similarly, the basic courses in diplomacy for foreign 

service officers contained lectures in international law and allied subjects. 

I .. . 
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REGARDING 
EXECUTION OF THE PROGRAMME IN 1970 

45. The General Assembly, in paragraphs 6 and 7 of resolution 2464 (XXIII), 

approved in principle, subject to further consideration by the Advisory 

Committee before the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, the 

Secretary-General's r·ecommendations regarding the execution of the Programme 

after 1969 and reQuested the Secretary-General to report, following 

consultations with the Advisory Committee, regarding the execution of the 

Programme in 1970. 

46. The recommendations set out below, whic'' follow those outlined by the 

Secretary-General in his previous report, were endorsed by the Advisory 

Committee at its meetings held on 6 and 7 October 1969. The Advisory 

Committee recommended that the se~.retary-Gen.oral should submit these 

recommendations to the General Assembly for its approval. 

A. Activities of the United Nations 

47. The Secretary-General recow~ends that in 1970 the United Nations should 

continue to conduct the activities referred to in section II A, paragraphs 5-19 

above. One change by comparison with earlier years is proposed, however, with 

respect to the provision of United Nations legal publications. The stocks of 

the earlier United Nations legal publications have now been largely depleted. 

Because of this fact, and the administrative difficulties involved in arranging 

for the dispatch of publications on an intermittent basis, it is proposed that 

the institutions which have previouslc' received legal publications should in 

future receive United Nations legal publications as they appear, thus keeping 

their collections up to date. This would allow the s"tandard United Nations 

procedures with respect to the distribution c,f publications to be applied. 

In the case where recipient institutions become United Nations depository 

libraries (as has tappened in some instances), they would receive legal and 

other United Nations publications under the depository library scheme, and 

would not, therefore, receive legal publications under the Programme. While 

in principle the present number of recipient institutions would be rraintained, 

I ... 
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the United Nations would '>e prepared to consid<=r supplying curr~nt l.;gal 

publications to a limited number of additional institutions, upon requ~st 

from Memcer states, if no institution in the developing country concerned 

previously received publications and the State in question considered that 

the provision of United Nations legal publications would aid in the 

international law training giv~n at the recipient im,titution. 

48. As regards the promotion of training and assistance relating to 

international trade law, the Secretary-General intends to make arrangements 

with UNITAR and UNESCI for the continued inclusion of topics relating to 

international trade law in the agenda of regional seminars and courses. 

When making awards under the United Nations-UNITAR Fellowship Programme, 

attention will be paid to candidates having a spe·cial interest in thl s branch 

of law. In addition, arrangements will be made for the inclusion of names 

and relevant particulars of experts in inte~naticral trale law in a specinl 

ru:pp2..e~P.nt -+::o t~c ~.~?_E_i£-':-Pr o_f_::x-p~_rt~_c: nd___?5_!l_?_l~rs in j ~tPr r~E: ti C,EO~ lnw, 

Those three proposals with respect to intcr:natior..nl trade law T.vcrc approved 

by the Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee requested the 

Secretary-General to report to the General Ass,ffibly at its twenty-fifth 

session, following consultations with the Advisory Committee and with 

UNCITRAL at its third session, on the results of his consideration during 

1970 of what further steps might be taken in order to strengthen activities 

concerning international trade law. 

B. lenttA<i 1/nti.on:c:-l.!l'TITAR Fellowehiu Prcgrnm!l'o in Intrrnnti.cn~l Int1 

49. It is recommended that this should be continued and conducted along the 

same lines as in 1969. 

C. Activities of UNESCO 

50. The activities of UNESCO referred to in section II C, paragrapLs 25-33 

above are expected to continue during 1970. The Secretary-General recommends 

that the General Assembly should express its appreciation to UNESCI for its 

continued participation in the United Nations Programme, particularly with 

respect to the assistance provided witL regard to the development of the 

teaching of international law. 

; ... 
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51. The activities which UNITAR plans to conduct in 1970 include the 

production of a number of studies relating to international law and the 

organization of a regional seminar, to be held in Africa. Further information 

regarding these activities is given below. 

l. studies 

52. In 1970, UNITAR will produce research papers on different aspects of 

international law with special reference to the African region. Such 'apers 

would, in the first instance, be used for the proposed regional seminar. 

53. UNITAR has convened a panel of experts in international law to advise on 

the studies to be conducted by UNITAR itself and also on those which can br 

stimulated by the Institute. Future studies in the field of international 

law carried out by UNITAR will be integrated with research related to United 

Nations structures and procedures, the resolution of conflicts, economic 

development, and science and technology. UNITAR has, in fact, already begun 

to conduct studies relating to the peaceful settlement of disputes, which 

would cover a number of the legal aspects involved. 

2. Regional seminar 

54. Preliminary work is already being carried out for the regional seminar 

to be held in Africa in 1970. The topics being considered for discussion at 

the seminar include the international legal aspects of decolonization, legal 

problems relating to economic and political integration in Africa, the 

peaceful settlement of disputes and legal questions arising from technological 

developments. 

55· The Secretary-General recommends that the General Assembly should express 

its appreciation to UNITAR for its participation in the Programme, particularly 

in the organization of regional seminars and training courses, in the preparation 

of studies in international law, and in the conduct of the United Nations-UNITAR 

Fellowship Programme in International law. 

; ... 
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IV. l-'EETIJ'\GS IF ':EE ADVISORY CCMMITTEE CN 'IRE UNITED NATICNS 
PRIGRA!Yl!-'E C F ASSISTANCE IN 'IliE ':'EACHING, S'IUDY, 
DISSEMINATIIN AND WIDER APFRECIATI0N C'F INTERNATIONAL LA\-! 

56. ~he fourth session of the Advisory Committee w~s convened by the 

Secretary-General on 6 October 1969. Meetings of the Comrr:ittee were attended 

by the representatiVe8 of Belgium, Ecuador, France, Ghana, Hungary, Iraq, 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

end Northern Ireland, the United Republic of Tanzania and the United States of 

America. The representative of Ghana was re-elected Chairman. The Advisory 

Corr.mittee had before it the Secretary-General's draft report on the Frograrr:rr:e, 

which was introduced ly the representative of the Secretary-General. 

Representatives of U:tv~SCO and \JNITAR, ',rho ',rere invited to attend, m~de statements 

and answered questions raised by members of the Advisory Committee. In addition, 

an official of the Office of I,egal Affairs having special responsibility for 

international trilde law made a statement regarding activities in this field. 

57. 7he Advisory Corr:mittee considered the Secretary-GEneral's draft report at 

t'<TO rr:eetings held on 6 and 7 October 1969. The Advisory Comrr:i ttee expressed ~ ts 

approval of the contents of the report and thanked the Secretariat of the 

United Nations and the secretariats of UNESCO ar:d UNITAR for the ·,rork they had 

carried out during 1969. 

58. The Advisory Corr.mittee endorsed the recorr:rr:endations which the Secretary

General had submitted regarding the execution of the Prograrr.me in 1970 and 

recorrmended that he should sulrr:it these recorr:mendations.to the General Assembly 

for its approval. 

5;!. 1,\'ith respect to activities concerning international trade law, the Advisory 

Corr:rr:ittee approved the steps proposed by the Secrece.ry-General in order to give 

an appropriate place to such activities within the frarr:ework of the present 

Prograruue. 'Ihe Advisory Comrr.i ttee req_uested the Secret~;ry-General to report 

to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session, follow·ing consultations with 

the Advisory Corr.mittee ar:d with UNCIWAL at its third session, on the results of 

his consideration during 1970 of what further steps might be taken in order 

to strengthen these activities. 

; ... 
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60. As regards the financial implic~tions of United Nations activities under 

the Programme, the Advisory Committee recorr~ended that the Secretary-General 

should recommend to the General Assembly that the Assembly should reiterate 

its re~uest for voluntary contributions from Member States and others. The 

Assembly should approve the application, in the first instance, of any 

voluntary contributions of Member State~ and others to meet the costs of the 

itencs of the ProgrAmt\e to be conducted by the United Nations in '-970; to the 

extent that these resources prove insufficient, the Secretary-General should 

use such credits for this purpose as a"·e included in his bndget for the 

financial year 1971. 

61. The Secr~tary-General has concurred in these recommendations of the 

Advisory Committee. ~ne Secretary-General therefore wishes to submit these 

recommendations to the General Assembly for its consideration and to re~uest 

that appropriate action be taken by the Assembly. Having regard to the 

Advisory Committee's recommendation (paragraph 58 above) concerning the 

SecretAry-General's recommendations with respect to the execution of the 

Programme in 1970, the Secretary-General wishes to draw the attention of 

Members of the General Assemcly to the recommendations concerned, which are 

contained in Gection III, paragraphs 47-50 and 55 above. 

' I ... 
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v. ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF UNITED NATIONS 
PARTICIPATION IN THE PRCGRAMME 

62. The Secretary-General recommends in paragraph 47 above that the institutions 

which have received United Nations legal publications previously issued should 

in future receive these publications as they appear, and that other institutions 

in developing countries should also receive such future legal publications, if 

the Member State concerned so requests. The Secretary-General estimates the 

cost of implementing this recommendation at $1,000, which is the estimated cost 

of shipping the publications in question. This amount could be absorbed within 

the level of the initial estimates already submitted by the Secretary-General 

under section 10 (General expe~ses) of the budget estimates for the financial 

year 1970. 

63. In paragraph 49 above, the Secretary-General proposes that the United Nations

UNITAR Fellowship Programme in International Law should be maintained in 1970 on 

the same lines as in 1969. For this purpose, an amount of $40,000 would be 

required to provide for fifteen fellowships to be awarded by the United Nations 

at the request of governments of developing countries. 

64. In resolution 2313 (XXII) of 14 December 1967, tne General Assembly, as in 

previous resolutions, invited Member States and others to make voluntary 

contributions towards the financing of the Programme. During 1968, voluntary 

cash contributions of £100, $1,200 and $2,000 were made by the Governments of 

Cyprus, Jordan and Yugoslavia, respectively; the contribution of the 

Governments of Jordan and Yugoslavia were received too late to be recorded 

in the last report of the Secretary-General. In accordance with the General 

Assembly's instructions that voluntary contributions should be used for the 

Programme before recourse is had to the regular budget, these contributions 

were applied towards meeting the costs incurred by the United Nations during 

1968 in providing fellowships. 

65. In paragraph 5 of resolution 2464 (XXIII), the General Assembly reiterated 

its request to Member States, interested bodies and individuals to make 

voluntary contributions towards the financing of the Programme. By l October 1969, 

three voluntary cash contributions had been received or pledged. The Governments 

of Cyprus and Nigeria contributed £100 and $2,240 respectively, and a contribution 

; ... 
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of $500 has been pledged by the Government of the United Arab Republic. Pending 

the outcome of the consultations with the Advisory Committee on the United 

Nations Prograrrme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and 

Wider Appreciation of International Law on the Programme for 1970, a tentative 

provision was made under chapter VI, section 12 (Special expenses) of the budget 

estimates for the financial y~ar 1970, at the same level as the appropriation 

for 1969. That appropriation was in the amount of $40,000 to provide for the 

costs of fifteen fellowships. Should the General Assembly approve the 

recommendation in this report for a similar Programme for 1970, the Secretary

General will confirm the need for an appropriation of $40,000 under chapter VI 

of section 12 (Special expenses) of the budget for the financial year 1970. 

; ... 
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INFORMATION PROVIDED BY INTERNNl'IONAL BODIES CONCERNING THEIR 
ACTIVITIES OR T'lPICS BEFORE UNITED NATIONS ORGANS CONCERNED 

WITH INTERNA~IONAL LAW* 

The infonc.ation set out below was provided, as noted in paragraph 8 of the 

report, by the following bodies: 

The Asian-Africac Legal Consultative Committee; 

The Council of Europe; 

The Inter-American Ir1stitute of International Legal Studies; 

The International Cot.Lmissioi"J oi Jurists 

The International Institute for the Unification of Private Law; 

The Organization of American States; 

The World Peace throush Law Centre. 

THE ASIAN-AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE GeMIHTTEE 

The Committee provided a list of the subjects which had been previously dealt 

v.,rith by the Comn1ittee, and of those now· before it. As its eleventh session, to be 

held in January 1970, the Committee will be considering the topic of tbe 

international sale of goods as a priority item. In his covering letter, the 

Secretary declared that the Committee would be prepared to assist in the 

implementation of the United Nations Progra,n.,e of Assistac1ce in International Law. 

List of subjects finalized at previous sessions of the co,nmi ttee 

l. Functions~ privileges and immunities of :Jiplomatic envoys or agents) including 

enactment of legislation (third session). 

2. Restrictions on immunity of States in respect of commercial transactior::s 

ente~ed into by, or on behalf of, States and by State trading corporations (third 

session)< 

* In several cases; these bodies forwarded copies of documents and studies 
referred to in their statements. These are available for consultation upon 
request to the Secretariat. 

I . .. 
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3. Principles for extradition of offenders taking refuge in the territory of 

another, including questions relating to the desirability of the conclusion of 

extradition treaties and simplification •f the procedure for extradition (fourth 

session). 

4. Status and treatment of aliens (excludi~g the question of diplomatic 

protection and State responsibility for maltreatment of foreign nationals) (fourth 

session). 

5. Questions relating to free legal aid (fourth session). 

6. Questions relating to reciprocal enforcement of foreign judgements in 

matrimonial matters (fourth session). 

T. Arbitral procedure (fifth session). 

8. Legality of nuclear tests (sixth session). 

9. Dual nationality (sixth session). 

10. Enforcement of judgements, the service of process and the recording of 

evidence (seventh session). 

11. The rights of refugees (eighth session). 

12. Relief against double taxation and fiscal evasion (ninth session). 

List of sub,jects pending consideration by the Committee 

A. Matters 

the statutes 

considered by the 

of the Committee) 

l. Law of treaties. 

International Lav Commission (article 3 (a) of 

2. Participation in general multilateral treaties concluded under the auspices 

of the League of Nations. 

3. State succession. 

4. Special missions. 

5. Relations between States and "•-v<ergovernmental organizations. 

B. Matters referred to the Ccmmittee by Governments of participating countries 

(article 3 (b) of the statutes) 

1. Statu~ of aliens: 

(a) Dipl~matic protection of nationals abroad; 

(b) State responsibility for maltreatment of aliens. 

; ... 
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2. Law relating to the regime of the high seas, including questions relating to 

the sea-bed and subsoil. 

3. Law of the territorial sea. 

4. United Nations Charter, from the viewpoint of Asian-African countries. 

5. The rights of refugees (question of implementation of the right of a refugee 

to return to his State or country of nationality or habitual residence, and the 

right to claim compensation). 

6. Codification of the principles of peacefUl coexistence. 

T· Consideration of the Vienna Conventions on diplomatic and consular relations, 

and on civil liability for nuclear damage. 

8. Law of outer space. 

9. Law of international rivers. 

C. Matters taken up by the Committee (article 3 (c) of its statutes) 

l. Rules of private international law relating to sales and purchases in 

corr®ercial transactions between States or their nationals. 

2. Consideration of the Judgement of the International Court of Justice on 

South V/est Africa. 

3. Transp<'rt law. 

D. Collection of materials and preparation of compilations ~y the secretariat 

of the •vmmittee (article 3 (c) of its statutes) 

1. Compilation of laws and regulations relating to industry, commerce and 

related labour problems in member States. 

2. Compilation of constitutions of African countries. 

3. Digest of decisions of superior courts of Asian-African countries on 

international and constitutional law. 

4. List of recent treaties to which Asian-African countries are parties. 

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

'The Secretariat Cene·::-al of the 8uuncil of Europe s~_;ated t1~a~ i~ follows 

regularly the legal work carried out within the United. Nations, in particular 

the work of the International Law Commission, the United Nations Commission on 

I 
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International Trade Law, the Commission on Human Rights and the Social Defence 

Research Institute. Information with respect to the Council of ~1lrope's activities 

was grouped in four chapters, concerning public international law, international 

trade law, human rights and international penal law. 

A. Public international law 

1. Model plan for the classification of documents concerning State practice in 

the field of public international law. This model plan, which was prepared and 

adopted by a committee of governmental experts, was transmitted to the Secretary

General of the United Nations in 1968, as a contribution by the Council of :E.'urope 

towards the implementation of resolution 2099 (XX) of the General Assembly. (The 

Secretary-General communicated the text of the model plan to States Members of the 

United Nations in 1968.) A model index to digests of national State practice is 

in the course of preparation, and will similarly be forwarded to the Secretary

General. 

2. Privileges and immunities of international organizations. Under 

resolutiun ( 6')) 29, adopted in September 1969 by the Committee of Ministe:;:s of the 

Council of Europe, the Governments of member States were invited to take into 

account the considerations, set out in a report drafted by a committee of 

goverrmental experts, in any future negotiations concerning the privileges and 

immunities of international organizations. The Secretary-General of the Council 

of Europe was authorized to communicate the report to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, for the attention of the International Law Commission in 

connexion with its work on the relations ~etween States and international 

organizations. 

3. Uniform interpretation of European treaties. In September 1969, the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted resolutions ( 69) 27 and 28, 

recommending to member States various means whereby uniform interpretation could 

be given to the treaties concluded under the auspices of the Council. Such means 

include the preparation of agreed translations of the authoritative texts of such 

treaties, and the annual communication to the secretariat of the Council of Europe 

of ,judicial decisions and other measures taken by national authorities bearing on 

the application and interpretation of selected treaties. 

/ ... 
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4. Harmonization of the means of programming legal data into computers. 

T'he Ccmmi ttee of Ministers has instructed a committee of goverr.mental experts to 

study a possible harmonization of the means of programming into computers treaties, 

legal texts, judicial decisions and other legal data, with a view to the preparation 

of a reccmmendation to member States on the subject. 

5. Comprehensive publication of the conventions and agreements c•ncluded within 

the framework of the Council of Europe. The above publication is being prepared 

by the secretariat of the Council of Europe. 

6. Ratification of multilateral treaties in the legal field. The European 

Committee on Legal Co-operation, a permanent subsidiary body established by the 

Committee of Ministers, carries out periodic reviews of the state of signatures and 

ratifications of multilateral treaties concluded in the legal field under the 

auspices of international organizations, such as the Council of Europe and the 

United Nations. 

7. Most-favoured-nation clause. The secretariat is studying the proble.ms raised 

with respect to the most-favoured-nation clause, in particular as regards the 

European Convention on Establisr~ent and the European Convention on Consular 

Functions. The study will be forwarded to the International Law Commission and 

to its special rapporteur on the subject. 

8. State immunity. A draft European convention on this topic is now being 

completed by a com.mittee of goverr.mental experts. 

9. Exploration and exploitation of the sea-b~d and ocean floor and their subsoil. 

The Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe is examining this question with 

a view to the preparation of a recommendation on the subject to the Committee of 

Ministers. 

10. Protection of fresh water against pollution. The Committee of Ministers is 

examining recommendation 555 of the Consultative Assembly concerning a draft 

European convention on this topic; the draft instrument covers problems concerning 

State responsibility for water pollution. 

ll. Secondment of young lecturers in interrm tional law. A scheme has been 

established whereby young lecturers from member countries may be second~d to the 

Council of Europe's secretariat in order to acquaint themselves with the legal 

work of the Council. 

; ... 
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B. International trade law 

The Secretariat General of the Council of Europe has transmitted to the United 

Nations the replies of Governments of member States to a questionnaire concerning 

time limits, together with the documents prepared by a committee of governmental 

experts regarding the possible harmonization of the pertinent national legislation 

of member States. 

C. Human right~ 

The Council of Europe's recent activities in the field of human rights include 

participation in the International Human Rights Year in 1968, the adoption by the 

Committee of Ministers of resolution (68) 30 whereby member States were invited to 

ratify the International Convention on the Elimination nf All Forms of Hacial 

Discrimination, and the inclusion in the Council's work programme of a study of the 

advisability of preparing a recommendation to member States on the right to privacy 

as affected by scientific and technological developments. The Eurcpean Committee 

on Crime Problems was instructed in June 1969 to study the advisability of a 

recommendation to Govenoments concerning the applicability of statutory limitations 

with respect to war crimes and crimes against humanity. In addition, the Council's 

Committee of Experts on Human Rights is preparing a draft protocol to the Buropean 

Convention on Human Rights concerning the punishment of persons giving false 

evidence or failing to appear as witnesses and experts in proceedings before the 

European Commission of Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights. 

D. International penal law 

l. Internaticnal valicli ty of criminal ,iudgements. The European Committee on Crime 

Problems has completed the elaboration of a draft convention on the international 

validity of criminal judgements, supplementing the existing European Convention on 

Extradition and European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters. 

2. Transfer of criminal proceedings. The European Committee on Crime Problems is 

currently examining a preliminary draft convention on the transfer of criminal 

proceedings from the State of offence to the State of the offender's residence. 

3. Sentence rendered In absentia. The European Committee on Crime Problems has 

been instructed to undertake a study of the legislative provisions of member States 

relating to sentences rendered in absentia, with a view to examining to what extent 

such provisions adequately safeguard the accused person. / ... 
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4. Repatriation of minors. The Committee of Ministers is examining a draft 

convention which provides means and procedures for the repatriation of minors. 

5. Crimes committed by migrant workers. The European Committee on Crime Problems 

is currently examining the question of crimes committed by foreign workers in the 

host country and by wor'<:ers returning to their country of origin. This problem is 

being considered in its legal, sociological and criminological aspects. 

THE INTER-AMERICAi\f INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL LEGAL STUDIES 

The Inter-American Institute of International Legal Studies stated that it had 

taken due note of the topics before the organs of the United Nations principally 

concerned with questions of international law and wished to submit the following 

comments on those related to the activities of the Institute. 

A. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its twentieth session. 

l'he Institute wishes to underscore the importance of the seminars that have been 

organized in conjunction with the sessions of the International Law Commission, and 

increasing participation by nationals of developing countries. These activities 

contribute to wider divulgation of the work of the Commission and of new 

developments in international law, particularly among young scholars and government 

personnel in the developing conntries. These seminars might be publicized with 

sufficient anticipation and extent to allow for greater information among 

universities and other pertinent bodies. The Institute would be pleased ~o 

collaborate with the United Nations authorities in charge of the preparation of the 

seminars for this purpose. 

B. Topics on the agenda of the International Law Commission. The Institute has 

also taken note of the inclusion on the agenda of the Commission of the topic of the 

most-favoured-nationclause, and of the first report already submitted on this matter. 

The Institute has followed closely the functioning of the most-favoured-r:ation clause 

·within the treaties of latin American economic integration, particularly in the Latin 

American Free Trade Association, and its developments and problems of interpretation, 

which have been very important in relation to complementary agreements and 

subregional agreements. The Institute will be glad to provide available information 

on the subject to the pertinent organs of the United Nations. 
/ ... 
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C. Topics on the agenda of the United Nations Commission on International Trade 

La,;. The Institute has assigned top priority to research and training on the legal 

and institutional probleras confronting the process of Latin American economic 

integration. limong these problems are those related to the field of international 

trade law. Therefore the Institute is following very closely the activities of the 

United Nations Com11ission on International Trade Law, and has established relations 

with several of its members. The Institute wishes to express its satisfaction ,.,ith 

the progress achieved by UNCITRAL and desires to promote closer collaboration with 

its work in accordance <~i th the guidelines that UNCITRAL may establish in its future 

sessions. T'he Institute attaches particular importance to the possibility of 

issuing an UNCITRAL Yearbook and is willing to collaborate in this effort, providing 

any assistance which might be deemed necessary. 

D. United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, 3tudy, Dissemination 

and Hider Appreciation of International Law. The Institute has dedicated much of 

its effort to promoting th~ teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation 

of international law throughout Latin America, in close co-operation ,;ith 

universities and other a~adenic bodies. On several occasions, the Institute has 

collaborated <~i th UNITi'R in the development of the activities of the United Nations 

programme. The Institute is presently considering the possibility of' undertaking, 

in conjunction with the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences, a UNESCO 

programme, a post-graclvate training course in international la<~ for Latin American 

participants. 

:Jince the efforts of both the United Nations Programme and the Institute are 

orientated to<~ards the same objectives, tte latter would be most happy to 

co-ordinate its activities to a greater extent with those of the United Nations 

Programme and eventually to undertake joint programmes in the Latin hnerican area. 

An exchange of legal publications and materials might also be a positive step. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS 

'I'he International Commission of Jurists stated that in its efforts to promote 

respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms in terms of 

Article 55 of the United Nations Charter, the Commission has always been mindful of 

/ ... 
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the importance of article 28 or the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 

proclaims that everyone is entitled to an international order in which the rights 

and freedoms enshrined in the Declaration can be fully realized. For this reason, 

it has paid great attention to the question of implementing human Tights on the 

international and regional levels. It has 2onsistently, through its conferences, 

publications and press releases, disseminated information on and drawn attention 

to problems relating to this aspect of international law. 

In the past two years, the Commission's activities were largely centred around 

the International Year foT Human Rights. In the special issues of its Journal 

devoted to the International Year, eminent juxists discussed the status of the 

Universal Declaration in international law, each dealing with a different set of 

rl.ghts embodied in the Declaration. During the International Year, 1968, the 

Commission held two conferences one at Bangalore and~ the other at Strasbourg, 

where, inter alia, problems relating to the implementation of human rights at the 

international and regi.onal levels were considered and recommendatiOns were made. 

r:I·hese included recomr;1endations for regional conventions similar to the European 

Convention on Human Rights and for the adoption of the proposal now before the 

General J.ssembly for the establishment of a High Commissioner for Human Rights with 

an independent status. 

/;t the United Nations International Conference on Human Rights, held at Teheran 

in Lpril-May 1968, a proposal to revise the international principles applicable to 

war and armed conflicts in general was introduced on the initiative of the 

Commission. The relevant resolutions of the Teheran Conference (XXIII) and the 

General hssembly (resolution 2444 (XXIII)) were published in the Commission's Review 

(March 1969) _, which also contained a special study on "T'he need to restore the 

laws and customs relating to arr~.ed conflicts" by M. Jeat' Pictet, Director-General 

of the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

The alarming increase in armed conflicts today renders it more than ever 

necessary that the fullest use be made of the General !.ssembly's power, under 

Article 14 of the Charter, to recommend measures for the peaceful adjustment of any 

situation, regardless of origin, which it deems likely to impair the general welfare 

of friendly relations a~nong nations. J, long-term ain of the international 

community should be the establishment of a permanent international criminal 

jurisdiction to try breaches of international conventions and to try crimes against 

peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity. ; ... 
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The Commission has vigorously promoted co-operation among States in accor·dance 

with the Charter of the United Nations by making recomu1endations or working out 

suggestions for regional co-operation in Latin !unerica and Asia and for the f,rab 

League. Comments on these proposals were published in various issues of the 

Commission's Bulletin and Review. 

The same publications drew attention to violations of the principle of 

self-determination or other obligations of States assumed by them under the Charter, 

analysing those rules of international law by which the controversies should be 

settled. 

The Commission recognizes the importance of the concept of non:~interference 

in the domestic jurisdiction of States and has, in particular, criticized the 

political and economic pressures brought to bear by the stronger States upon the 

weaker (see for example "Latin American integration", in the Bulletin, No. 32). 

At the same time, it is essential that the international community should nm1 

firmly demarcate -,That is and what is not within the domestic jurisdiction of States. 

In particular, the Commission believes, and has constantly acted in the belief, 

that serious violations of human rights -wherever they are committed - are a matter 

for international concern. This attitude of the Co1mnission has been confirmed by 

resolutions of United Nations organs concerning southern Africa and. by the ILO 

Commissions which, on the invitation of the countries concerned, have carried out 

investigations into given situations. On the legal level, four applications!U 

have been made to the European Commission of Human Rights by member States alleging 

that the European Convention is being infringed in another member State. These and 

similar actions are not such as should impair friendly relations between countries. 

They are essential to the international order and should be so recognized by all 

States. 

Application l7b/56 Greece v. United Kingdom, 299/57 Greece v. United Kingdom, 
788/60 Austria v. Italy. The Commission is now hearing the application by 
Scandinavian countries against Greece. 

; ... 
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The principle that serious violations of human rights cannot be shielded 

behind Article 2(7) of the Charter is specially relevant in the context of the 

rapidly deteriorating situation in the Republic of South Africa and in Namibia. 

This deterioration is evidenced by the very recent enactment of the General Law 

Amendment Act, 1969, inSouth Africa, the death in Pretoria Prison of James Lenl:oe, 

the trials now taking place in Hindhoek (Namibia) and the recent trials of 

Mr. Laurence Gandar and other newspapermen for publishing reports of ill-treatment 

of prisoners in South !'frio£. i\t the moment, the Commission has sent a Special 

Observer, lilr. Eduard Lyons, a lawyer and member of the United Kingdom Parliament, 

to a trial in \~indhoek of a number of Namibian prisoners. The Commission considers 

it vital that information on the present situation in South t1frica and Namibia 

should be widely disseminated and that the appropriate organs of the United Nations 

should take immediate steps to remedy the situation. 

The Commission also forwarded a list of some of the studies which it had 

published during the past two years. 

THE INTERNATIONJ,L INSTITUTE FOR THE UNIFICATION OF PRIVATE LATrl 

As the field of activities of the Institute is confined to the unification of 

private law, the topics which are directly related to the programme of work a no_ 

those included in the acenda of the United Nations Cow~ission on International 

Trade Law, parti~ularly trDse concerning the international sale of goods, 

international payments, international corrmercial arbitration and shipping 

legislation. 

As regards the international sale of goods, UNIDROIT has drawn up, or is 

presently drawing up, the following draft uniform la>rs to complete the uniform laws 

on sale signed at The Hague Diplomatic Conference of 1964: 

(a) Draft Convention relating to a uniform law on the Contract of Commission 

on the International Sale or Purchase of Goods (Corporeal Movables) (LUC), at 

present being examined by the Governments; 

(b) Draft uniform law on the Protection of the Bona Fide Purchaser of 

Corporeal Movables (LUAB), at present being examined by the Governments; 

/ ... 
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(c) Preliminary Draft Uniform Law on the Conditions of Validity of Contracts 

for the International Sale of Goods (Corporeal Movables) (LUVJ,c), at present being 

drawn up. 

In addition to such drafting activities, UNIDROIT has carried out studies, on 

behalf o:f the Council o:f Europe, on sales by instalments and guarantees in :favour 

o:f the seller. 

As regards international payments, studies have been carried out with the 

purpose o:f widening the unification in the field o:f bills o:f exchange and cheques. 

The conclusions o:f such studies were summed up in a report presented to UNCITRAL, 

at itG second session, at the request o:f the Secretary-General o:f the United 

Nations. 

A contribution to the unification o:f law concerning arbitration procedure was 

given by UNIDROIT through the elaboration of a Draft Uniform Law on Arbitration in 

Private Law Matters in International Relations. This draft, originally intended 

to cover international arbitration, has been used by the Council of Europe in the 

elaboration of a Europeac Ccnvention relating to a uniform law on arbitration 

procedure, which shoulO. replace the municipal laws on this matter. 

In respect of shipping legislation, \JNIDROIT has accomplished, on behalf of 

the Economic Commission :for Europe of the United Nat;~ons (ECE), a large plan for 

the unification of law related to inland navigation. The drafts so far delivered 

to the ECE are the following: 

(a) Draft Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland 

Waterway (CMN), submitted to the Economic CommlsS:ion for Europe; 

(b) Draft Convention relating to the Limitation of the Liability of Boat 

Owners (CLN), submitted to the ~conomic Commission for Europe and presently being 

reviewed;·. 

(c) Protocol on Attachment ar::d Forced Sale of Inland Navigation Vessels, 

submitted by the Economic Commission for Europe to Goverrments for signature. 

In addition to the topics included in the agenda of UNCITRAL, further drafts 

o:f uniform provisions have been elaborated by UNIDROIT in the fields of tourism, 

international carriage o:f goods ard passengers by roaO., international forwarding 

agency of gooO.s, international combined carriage of goods, civil liability o:f 

motorists and hotel-keepers, form and wills. Several drafts, among those mentioned 

above) are at present being examined by Governments. I . .. 
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The criteria followed so :far by UNIDROIT in establishing its programme o:f work 

consisted in selecting a limited number o:f legal relations, both in the field o:f 

contracts and of torts, deemed to be essential from an internation'll viewpoint, 

and in confining the unification to those relations which we,re qualified as 

international, leaving vntouched the municipal lmr for internal relations. These 

criteria were suggested by the consideration that unification of law is justified 

in so far as it may improve international transactions, and that the uni:ficatory 

process should as little os possibl2 alter the features and the philosophy of the 

national law systems. 

The Governing Council of UNIDROIT is now c0nsidering the opportunity of 

re-examining, in the light of the recent development of international collaboration 

in the legal field, the basic criteria :for the process of unification of law which 

have guided the activities of UNIDROIT since the establishment of the organization 

in 1926. 

A fractioned and scattered unification increasingly reveals its short-comings, 

while at the same time it tends to become outmoded following the success of 

some codifications of trade law, such as the "Uniform Commercial Code" of the 

United 3tates of America and the Czechoslovak International Trade Code of 

4 December 1963. 
The new trend which is evolving, and which will be reviewed by the Governing 

Council of UNIDROIT, aims at consolidating in one text the fragmentary unifications 

achieved so far (except for strictly technical matters that do not affect the basic 

principles of law systems), completing them with other subjects falling within the 

frame of international law relationships, ~nd adding to these unifications of 

special matters a general chapter to provide the basis for the interpretation of 

uniform rules. 

THE ORGJ;NIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

l. Teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of international law 

In 1968, the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States 

promoted the second joint meet1ng of Deans of Law Schools of Latin ~:,merican 

countries and the Inter-American Juridical Committee. This meeting was held in 

Rio de Janeiro from 12 to 14 August 1968, aud it recommended to the law schools, 
i 

/ ... 
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among other things, that they establish for their teachers training progrannnes on 

the problems concerning the development and integration of Latin America and 

include in their curricula the topics necessary to stimulate the interest and 

vocation of the students for the legal problems of development and integration of 

that part of the world. A report on this meeting was published in Spanish in 

December 1968.'::/ 

2. Negotiable instruments 

At its 1968 regular meeting, the Inter-American Juridical Committee studied 

the question of negotiable instruments, and prepared a preliminary report on the 

matter-~/ The Committee recommended, among other things, that, in the absence of a 

generally accepted doctrine regardi·ng the advisability of systematizing under a 

single law all so-called commercial documents, it is advisable to continue the 

Geneva tradition, beginning with bills of exchange and cheques that, as the most 

feasible solution, a draft convention or draft conventions on uniform law to apply 

only in the international sphere should be sponsored, and that each State retain, 

for the time being, its domestic legislation; that the topic "Draft conventions on 

bills of exchange and cheques of international circulation" should be included on 

the agenda for the 1969 regular meeting of the Corrm1i ttee. 

3. International commercial arbitration 

The draft convention on international arbitration approved by the 

Inter-American Juridical Committee in 1967 has been under the consideration of the 

Governments of member States.~/ Earlier, the Inter-American Council of Jurists had 

approved a draft uniform law on commercial arbitration.~/ 

.£/ "Informe sabre la Segunda Reunion Con.iunta de Decanos de Facultades de Derecho 
y Miembros del Comite Juridico Interamericano, Rio de Janeiro, 12 al 15 de 
~gosto de 1968 - Derecho y Desarrollo" (OA3 Official Documents (CIJ-98)), 135 pp. 

;:;/ "Fork accomplished by the Inter-ArrJGrican Juridical Committee during its 1968 
regular meeting (June-September) ( OAS Official Documents ( CLT -96)), pp. 35-46. 

9:,/ OAS Official Documents (CLJ-91), pp. 31-50. 

~/Third meeting, Mexico City, 1956 (OAS Official Documents (CIJ-29)), pp. 24-28. 

j ... 
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4. Principles of international law concerning friendly relations and co-operation 
Pmo:r2g States 

Throughout the years, the Inter-J\rnerican System has developed several 

principles of i~ternational law and co-operation among the American States. See, 

for example, articles 1, and 4 to 31 of the Charter of the Organization of American 

States of 1948, and articles 1 to 3 and 9 to 50 of the Protocol of Amendment to 

the Charter of the Organization of American States adopted in 1967. 

5· Liability 

At its sixth meeting, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1968, the Special Legal 

Com~ittee of the Inter-American Nuclear Energy Commission approved, among others, 

a recommendation on the improvement and harmonization of basic legal standards on 

nuclear energy in the Anerican States. In paragraph i.r. of this recomnendation, the 

Committee suggested the adoption of special legislation regarding civil liability 

for nuclear damage, which should be compatible with international conventions in 

this field. This legislation should include, among others, provisions establishing 

the absolute liability of the operator and cases of exemption of liability, the 

maximum amount of liability fer a single nuclear accident, the establishment of an 

adequate financial guarantee for potential risk, the pericd for submission of 

claims, the adoption of procedural standards aimed at ensuring the prompt 

determination and payc·,ent of the indemnity an:l the centralization of cases in a 

competent court.!/ 

6. Reciprocal recognition of companies and juridical persons 

During its 1968 regular meeting, the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

approved an opinion on the harmonization of legislation of the Latin American 

countries on commercial cornpanies, and a draft inter-Jlmerican convention on 

reciprocal recognition of companies and j'~ri.dical persons .J?i/ On 7 May 1969, this 

draft convention was submitted to the Governments of Member States, for their 

observations. 

!I 

g/ 

Sec "Report on the sixth meeting of the Special Legal Committee of the 
Inter-American Nuclear Energy Commission", February 1969. 

OAS Official Documents (CIJ-96), pp. l-34. 

/ ... 
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7. Private international law 

In view of recommendations made by the Inter-American Council of Jurists 

(fifth meeting, 1965), the Intel.·-American Juridical Corrrr,Ji ttee (1966), and the 

decision taken by the Council of the Organization of American States, two 

communications '•ere sent to the Governments of member States (1966 and 1967) 

requesting their opinions about the desirability of convoking an Inter-American 

Specialized Conference on private international law to undertake a revision of the 

following parts of the code of private international law, the so-called Bustamante 

Code: general rules, international civil law_. international commercial law, as 

well as the incorporation of a new chapter on international labour law. 

As of {,pril 1969, the Governments of six member States had expressed their 

agreement that the said_ conference should be convoked. 

In view of a new request made by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (1968) 

concerning the convocation of the specialized conference, the Council of the 

Organization of American States decided, on 7 l~ay 1969, to urge the Governments 

of member 3tates that had not yet done so to convey their opinions regarding the 

desirability of convo:dng an Inter-American Specialized Conference on private 

international lav. It also requested ·the Governments of the member States that 

agree to the convocation of the said Conference to indicate whether they vish it 

to deal with the revision of the above-mentioned parts of the Bustamante Code, or 

whether they prefer that it deal, through special conventions, with the aspects of 

international commercial law vhose solution the Governments may consider to be a 

matter of urgency.~/ 

THE \/ORLD PEACE THROUGH IlcH CENTER 

l. T'he Center stated that it continues to follow closely the activities of the 

International Law Comc_oission, which are reported regularly in the Center's 

Bulletin. Special interest relates to the Commission's work in view of the 

Center's project for the establishment of a -,;orld Law Code. 

!!/ 0/,S Official Docurncmts, OEA/Jer.G/IV, C- i -882, Rev .2 ( 7 r."ay 1969). 

/ ... 
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2. The consideration of principles of international law concerning friendly 

relations and co-operation among States is of special interest. The \Iorld 

Conference on Horld Peace 'I'hrough Law, held in Geneva, considered as a major to1Jic 

the subject of "The legal aspects of peaceful co-operation among nations". 

3. The activities of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

are closely followed by the Center, and Horld Law Day, l969,will be observed 

throughout the world ,.,i th special emphasis on economic development, including 

international trade and commerce. The 1dorld Conference on \·lorld Peace 'Ir.r)ugh Law, 

held in Bangkok from 7 to 12 September 1969, discussed the subject of 
11Transnational trade and investments 11 in a major 1<1orking session. 

4. The Bangkok Conference included a seminar on legal education and research, 

during which the Unitec'. Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, 

Dissemination and lhder Appreciation of International Law was considered. 

5. The Geneva Conference in 1967 was one of the first international meetings to 

discuss the resources of the high seas and to propose that such resources be 

subject to the jurisdiction and control of t,le United Nations. The subsequent 

Draft Treaty Governing the Exploration and the Use of the Ocean Bed developed m1ch 

interest by the United Nations ancl its Members in this field and will be considered 

at the Bangkok Conference. 

6. 1rlorl0. Law Day, 1968,was observed throughout the world in recognition of the 

International H=an Rights Year as proclaimed by the United Nations. Legal groups 

worked for progress in the field of human rights on a world-wide basis and the 

international observarcce of Vlorld Law Day - Human Rights was held at the Palais 

des Nations a red the ILO at Geneva, on 16 September 1968. The 'lforld Peace Through 

Law Center follows with interest all activities of the United Nations concerned 

with law and maintains observers of these activities at both the United Nations, 

New York, and the Uniteu Nations Office at Geneva. 




