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1. The Tndustrial Development Board at its third sesszion adopted resolution

22 (IITI) entitled "Special meeting of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization'. In operative paragraph 1 of that resolution the Executive Director
is reguested "to consult Governmeuts participeting in the work of the United Nations
Industrial Development QOrganization within ninety days of the closure of the third
session of the Industrial Development Brard, in crder to study the possibility of
convening a special meeting of all member States of the Organizztion, within the
framework of the twenty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the United
Nationg in 1970 - the year in whieh the twenty-Tifth aoniversary of the United
Nations will be celebrated - at the highest possible level of governmental
representation, to consider the long-term warticipaticon of the orgsnization in
industrial develcopment in the developing countries and, in particulsr, its
participation in achieving the objectives of the Second United Nations Development
Decade in regard to industrial development, taking into account the work of the
Preparatery Committee for the Second United Nations Development Decade". In
pperative paragraph 2, the Executive Director is requested "to submit a report on
the results of his consultations, together with the report of the Industrial
Development Board on the work of its third session to the General Assembly at its

twenty-fourth session®.
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2. 4 circular letter was sent by the secretariat of UNILO on 21 May 1969 to all
Governments participeting in the work of UNILDO, transmitting the text of the
aforesaid resolution and the summary records relating to it, and inviting them to
communicate their views on the matter {o the secretariat before 15 August 1969.
Another circular was sent on 15 August 1969 to those Governments which had not yet
ansvwered by the deadline set out above.

3. The ansvers received so far from the Governments may be classified as follows:
(1) Governments fully supporting the holding of a special meeting; (2) Governments
prepared to support the holding of a special meeting under certain conditions;

(3) Governments not in favour of the convening of a meeting but prepared to
rarticipate if it is held: (h) Governments not in favour of the convening of a
meeting but ﬁroPOSing an alternative solution; (5) Governments not supporting the
convening of a meeting; (6) Governments not wishing to offer any views in the

ratter; and, (7) Goveraments whose views will be communicated at a later stage.

(1) Governments Tully supporting the holding of a special meeting

Barbados, Bolivia, Cambodis, Camercon, Ceylon, Chile, Chins, Congo (Democratic
Republic of), Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethicpia, Finland, Gabon, India, Ttaly,
Ivory Coast, Kuwait, Madagascar, Malawi, Mexico, Pakistan, Paname, Peru,
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Spain, Sudan,-Thailand, Trinidad and

Tobago, United Arab Republie, Uganda and Yugoslavia,

(2) Governments prepared to support the holding of g special meeting under
certain conditiong

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The United States of Amerieca would be prepared to participate in the .
meeting if agreement could be reached on three points at the twenty-fourth
session of the (General Assembly in connexion with the Assembly's consideration
of the report of the third session of the Industrial Development Roard.

First, the discussion of any such special meeting should be concerned with
the problem of the longer-term roie of UNIDO in the industrisl development of
developing countries, Second, a definite time frame should be established

for the meeting in the calendar of the Second Committee of the twenty-fifth
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session of the General Assembly. A time frame on the order of two or three
days would be reascnable. The dates should be established at the twenty-fourth
sessicn of the General Assembly in order to permit Governments to make plans

in advance. Third, each member country of UNILO should be able to participate

in the special meeting, whether or not it is a Member of the United Nations.

Governmentsa not in favour of the convening of a meeting but prepared to
participate if it is held

AUSTEALIA

The Australisn Government considers that the guestion of UNILO's long-
term participation in industrial development in developing countries and of
its sharing in achieving the objectives of the Second Tevelopment Decade in
regard to industrial-dévelopment, can bhe dealt with appropriately by the
Industrial Development Board. Accordingly, it does not consider that there
ig a need for a special meeting of States members of UNIDO to discuss this.

However, should there be general agreement in favour of discussion by
all member States of the long-term objectives of the organization, 1t would
not object to this taking place within the framework cof the twenty-fifth
sesgion of the General Assembly of the United Nations, with a definite

provigion made wi*hin the tipe-table of the Second Committee for this purpose.

FETERAL REPUBLIC CF GERMANY

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany hes taken great interest
in the constantly progressing constructive activities of UNILO and observed
with satisgfaction the progress that could be achieved in the short period since
the esgtablishment of the organization. Therefore, it takes a vital interest
in co-operating in any consideraticns and discussions concerning the future
role of UNIDO and its long-term programme of work, especially as far as UNIDO's
contributions to the Second United Nations Develcopment Tecade ave concerned.

However, certain doubts exist as tc whether the difficult task the
organization is facing, which it is suggested may be solved by the proposed
special meeting of UNILC, should not rather be tackled by the Industriai |

Development Board, as was already the case at the third session of the Beard.

Jol



A[TE93
English
Page 4

The fsct that it wes not possible, at the third session of the Board,
to reach a generally satisfactory sclution should not dishearten members but
should rather encourage them to renew their efforts to solve this ftask in a
spirit of compromise at the next Board meeting. Tealing with the complex
prablems in guestion at such a large conference, which, by experience, works
very slowly, does not offer any greater likelihood of success than a discussion
at the newt session of the constitutionnl crgan of UNIDO, i.e. the Industrial
Levelopment Beard. The Government of the Federal Republie of Germany would
in any case prefer the latter sclution.

However, should there be a convincing majority in faveur of convening
such & speclal meeting of UNIDOQ within the framework of the tweaty-fifth
regular zession of the General Assembly of the United Hations in New York,
the Goverrment of the Federal Republic of Germany would put aside its concerns

and take psrt in such a conference in the spirit of co-operation.

NETHERTLANDS

The Government of the Netherlsuds 1s not in favour of holding a special
meeting., This, however, does nob mean thet the Netherlands would not
participate in this meeting if the General Asgerbly at its forthcoming sessicon
were Lo aeclde that this showld take place. The following consideraticns have
led to the above point of view:

It is felt that no substantial results are to be expected from a
discussion on industriszlization problems between scme 120 governmental
repregentatives, together with their experts.

The longe-term role of UNILC could better be analysed by a smell study
group of experts as suggested by Lhe United States of Awerica and Sweden
during the third sessicn of the Industrizl Tevelcpment Board than by convening
g speclal smeeling.

The indication of the objoctives of the Second Tevelopment Tecade with
regard to lndustrial develcpment, and the ways to attain these objectives,
could, in the opinion of the Goverament of the Netherlsnds, betier be laid
in the hands of the Preparstory Comnittee and the Committee for Developrent
Planning in co-operation with thne UNIDC secrstariat.

Finally, it is considered that the expenses of a gspecisl meeting would be

Teirly high,
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NEW ZBEATAND

The Industrial Developmeat Board at its third session devoted considerable
attention to the guestlon of UNIDG's long-term participation in iadustrial
development in developiag countries and it is the view of the New Zealand
Covernment That the Bosrd's regular sesgion continues to be the most
appropriate forum for competent discussion of the question. The close
co-operatlion between UNIDO aand the Preparatory Committes will continue to
have an importaant bearing on the work of elarifying the role of UNIDO in the
Decade. Lt is for these reasons that the New Zealand Goveramen:, miandful of
the limited resources avallable to UNIDC, considers that the coavening of a
special meeting of all meuwber countrieg of THIDO at the twenty-fifth session
of the General Assembly would not be an effective way of furthering discussion
on UNIDO's role in industrial development in the developlng countries and its
participation 1n achieving the objectives of the Second Development Decade 1n
regard to industrial development. Should, however, a majority of meober States
believe that there should be an ogportunity for all the States merbers of
UNIDC to discuss these‘questioms} the New Zealand Government would be prepared
to conslder the pessibility that provigion be made for thelr discussion within

the framework of the Second Commities at the General dssembly in L1970,

SWEDEN

The Swedish Government considers 1t ilmportact that all States members of
UNIDO shall be given the opportunity to coansider the question of the long-term
diraction of WDIM s activitieg - taking into aeccount the preparalions for the
Second United HNations Developmnent Dezade. Tt may thus be justified to devote
gpeclal attentlon Lo this matter in connexion with‘the United Waetions Genersl
Asgembly. TIn the view of the Bwedlsh Jovernment, however, 1t sgecms doubtful
if substantial results could be obftained at a speclal meeting of the kind
suggested. A4lso 1t appears that the mendate of the meeting is Too vaguely
defined. Careful preparations would be required in order to enable such a
meeting to producs constructive ideoas and strenpthen the role of WIDG. As
concerns particularly the participation of UNIDO ia the 3econd Development

Decade it seems A10ficult at thisg stage to taks a more definite atfitude to
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the role of the special meeting, as this role is dependent on the outcome of
the discussioans in the Preparatory Committee for the Second Development Decade
and at the fourth meeting of the Industrial Development Board. It is also
expected that a special report on the role of UNIDO in the Second Development
Decade will be presented to the fourth session of the Iundustrial Development
Board. Furthermore, it seems as 1f the special UNIDO meeting would take place
at too late a date to enable it to influence decisively the planning for the
Decade.

However, if a majority of Member States request such a discussion the
Swedish Goverament will not object to a meeting of the proposed kind provided
that cost and the time allowed Tor the meeting are limited and the intention not
to have the meeting repeated clearly established. Certainiy, it is also

important that duplication of the work of other committees 1s avoided.

SWITZERLAND

The Swiss Government considers in principle that the contribution of UNIDO
to the efforts connected with the Second Development Decade should be worked out
by the Secretariat on the basis of directives from the Industrial Development
Board. Moreover, accerding to the tirme-toble of work adcopted by the Freparatory
Committee for the Second United Nations Development Decade at its second session
(New York, 14 April to 1 May 1969), the Committee in qQuestion will give final
Tform to the draft on international development strategy for the 1970s at its
sixth session, in April/May 1970, and will submit it for adoption at the
twenty-fifth sesslon of the General Assembly. This would limit the significance
of the special meeting envisaged.

However, if the majority of the States members of UNIDO consulted were to
express the wish that, within an appropriate framework and at the same time as
the General Asgembly session, a specilal meeting should be held which would be
open to all the countries participating in the activities of UNIDO, the Swiss
Government would not oppose this and would be ready to take part. In such
circumstances, the Swiss authorities are of the opinion that the main value of
a special meeting would be that of enabling member States to determine the
conseguences for UNIDO's activities of the decisions taken by the General

Assenbly on the strategy for the Second Development Decade.
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Governmenbs not in favour of the convening of a meeting but proposing an
alternative solution

BELGIUM

The Belgian Government 1s convinced that, as 1s indicated in the second
rreambular paragraph of the regolution, the process of industrialization in
the developing countries is a highiy complex matter and an over-all view at
the world level is required.

The Government is not, however, convinced of the utility of ccovening a
special meeting of UNIDO at the present time.

It conslders rather that the policy decisions to be taken ian the fieid of
the industrial development of the ycunger countries are a matter within the
competence of the Tadustrial Develcpment Board. And it considers in this
regard that industrialization policies should be concentrated on certain very
clear guidelines which would form the framework for specific projects and
determine the priorities to be given to them.

UNIDO's contribution to the Second Development Decade, for which plans
are being made at the present time, must also be debated and given its final
form in the Board.

The organization of a special meeting would, in addition, have financial
implications which the Belgian Government would find it hard to accept.

1f, however, it should seem necessary next year to give particular
solemnity to the debates on UNIDO's industrializaticn policies and on the
important contribution which it must make to the Second Development Decade,
Belgium would be ready to agree to an lnterruption in the work of the Second
Committee in order to permit a special meeting of the Member States of UNIDO
at a high level, provided it is not at the ministerial level. The delegatlions
participating in the work of the Second Committee together with those of the
member countries of UNIDO would take part in this meeting.

At the same time, the Belglan Government considers that discussions a%
that Jjuncture on the participation cf UNIDO in the Second Development Decade

would come too Jate to be really useful.
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CANADA

The Canadian Government, after very careful consideration of the matter,
bearing in mind the scarcity of resources, indicated that it was ncot in a
position to support the meeting for the following reasonsg: first, at the time
of the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, preparatory work for the
Second Developmenl Decade will be well under way; uadoubtedly the Preparatory
Committes will be making recomuendations regarding the participation of UNIDO,
together with other United Nations bodieg, in Lhe Second Developmeant Decade,
and UNIDO itself, in aceordance with the resolution adopted by the Industrial
Development Board at its third session amplifyiang the role of UNIDO in the
Second Development Decade, will be co-operating closely in the work of the
Preparatory Committee.

Second, on the gquestion of long-term participation of UNIDO in industrial
development in the developing countries, the Govermment of Canada believes t...8
to be a matter within the competence of the Industrial Developmeunl Board.

The consideraticn of a long-tern programme of activitiles is a problem which
recelved particular attention at the third sesslon of the Industrial Development
Board and it 1g the hope and expectation of lhe Canadian Goverument that this
process Wwill be conbinued at the fourth and subsequent sessicns of the Board.

Third, while making the above comments, the Canadlan Government
nevertheless appreciates the desire of the sponsors of resolutioa 22 (III)
to fecus attentlon on the isgsues covered 1a that resolution. Consequently, i
a majority of member Governments are of the view that some gpecial action
should be taken on this subject, the Canadian Government is prepared, as an
alternabtive meazsure, to study the possibility that an appropriate length of
time of the work of the Becond Comaittee of the fwenty-fifth sesgion of the
General Assenbly, be devoted to the consideration of these specific problems;

such & meetlng to be held at an appropriately senlor level of representation.

(5} Governments not supporting the convening of a meeting

Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Dermark, France, Hungary, Japan, Norway, Turkey,

United Kingdom, Tkrainian 8SR and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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The views expressed by the above-mentioned Governments may be summarized

as follows:
(2} The most appropriate forum to review the long-term participatiocn of
UNIDO in the industrial development of the developlng countries and its
part in achieving the cbjectives of the Second Development Decade in regard
to industrizl development seems to be (i) the General Assembly of the
United Hations, especially its Second Committee; (ii) the Preparatory
Cormittee of the Second Development Decade; and (iii) the Industrial
Development Board.
(b) The convening of a separate conference on the matter would creéte
additional difficulties regarding the time-table of meetings and conferences
and would have financlal implicatlons on the Unlted Nations budget.
(c) At this early stage of the existence of UNIDO, it does not seem
expedlient to take any defianite decisions on its long-term participation
in the industrizlization of the developing countries. In this respect,
the Iadustrial Development Board should continue to assure the direction
and the planning of the activities of UNIDC in order to gain useful further
experience. The Board should at its fourth session in April 1970 counsider
the above-menticned matter and submit its conclusions to the Preparatory
Committee for the Second United Natlons Development Decade.
(@) The convening of a special meeting of UNIDO would be an isolated
inltiative since all other United Wations organizations have entrusted their

goveralng bodles with the preparation of the Second Development Decade.

(6) Goverameants not wishing to offer any views in the matter

Irelzand and Luxemboures.

{(7) Governments whose views will be communicated at a later stage.

Argentina, Ecuador and Libya.

The Argentine Qovernment indicated that it wished "to reserve its position
on the convening of the meeting in question until the conclusions of the Pearson
Committee, the report of Sir Robert Jackson and the conclusions of the Preparatory

Committee for the Second United Nations Development Decade are available".





