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Report by the Secretary-General 

'Ele Secretary-General has the honour to inform the General Assembly that 

pursuant to its resolution ll89 A (XII), additional Gove~ts have transmitted 

thei:!' views and suggestions eoncerili.ng the draft Convention on Freedom of 

Information, as follol·TS: 

HUNGARY 

"IJ:he Government of' the Hungarian People's Republic regards as 
highly important that an International Convention on Freedom of 
Information should be concluded. A Convention on this subject could 
be of great service to the mutual understanding and .friendship of peoples 
and to furthering the expansion of interna.tionaJ. relations 1 if, apart 
from guaranteeing the .freedom of information, it would prevent the 
s:prea.ding of false, distorted ne't.,.s jeopardi~ing international. peace and 
co-operation.. Therefore, the Govermnent of the Hungarian People 1 s Republic 
considers it absolutely necessary for this question to receive priority 
When discussing the draft Convention a.t the thirteenth session of the 
United Nations General Assembly and, further, that the utmost be done to 
formulate a draft Convention which Will be a.ccepta.b,le to all States. 

"The competent bodies of the Hungarian Peop;Le ta Republic are studying 
in detail the draft Convention • • • Their comments, or possible proposals 
for amendment or a.ddi tion to the draft 1 will be submitted at a. later 
sta.ge.n 

INDIA 

11The Government of India have no comments to offer on the proposed 
draft ·Convention except that in their opinion article 2 - 1 (a.) should. be 
amended to read 1The protection in the interest of' national safety• and 
that article 2 - J. {j} of' the dra.ft Convention prepared by the United Nations 
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Conference on Freedom of Information, 1948, reading 'The systematic 
diffusion of deliberately false or distorted reports whiCh undermine 
friendly relations between peoples or States' should be added to the 
draft.;Convention now before the Assembly. 

11The Government of India are in favour of· convening a conference 
of plenipot®nti@ries with a view to adopting the Convention and if this 
is not feasible; the Third Committee of the General Assembly may take 
upon itself the task of detailed examination. of the draft Convention on 
Freedom of Inf'ormation." 

{I!ote. The Government of India also transmitted a. statement concerning 

legal provisions relating to freedom of informatio~ in India~ 

PAiaSTAN 

· "The Government of Pa.ld.ste.n has the following comments to otter 
on the draft Convention on Freedom of Information: 

"1. Article 2 of the draft Convention. 
Circulation or dissemination of religious propaganda against the 

personality and character of the Holy Prophet which would injure 
the feelings of the Muslim people should be provided against in the 
Convention. Such a provision should be so worded as to exclude the 
publication of oojectionable material against the Holy Prophet of 
Islam and, for that matter, against all other holy figures held in 
religioua esteem. · · 

"2. ArtiGle ll(b). 
It might not aliiS.ys be possibl~ or desirable to give specific 

reasons for the declaration of :pUbl~c emergency. Tl:ie Government of 
Paki_sta.n are, therefore, of the View that the words · .. and of the reasons 
therefore • may be deleted from this article. 

nA br:I:ef resume of ~e. legal p~visions leading to the freedom of 
information in Pakistan is also enclosed herewith. Terms like 'His 
Majesty' and 'His Majesty's subjects' occurr:J..ng in our statutes are being 
suitably substi~uted by an A_p.a.pta.tion Order under article 224 of the 
Constitution of Pakistan. Such an·Acl.?-pta.tion Order is being finalized· 
by the Pakistan Govermaent. 11 
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