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I. INTRODUC7IOJT 

l. The fourth session of the Preparatory ConL"littee for the Second United Nations 

Development Decade was held at United Nations ;-;eadquarters in New York from 

26 September to 8 October 1969. 

2. The Committee adopted the following agencJ.a (A /AC .141/3) : 

l. 

2. 

s. 

Opening of the session. 

Adoption of the ac;cnda. 

Organization of Tlork. 

Further discussion of policy measures in all key areas. 

Preliminary consideration of proposals relating to arrangements 
for continuinc; revieTI and appraisal of objectives and policy 
measures. 

6 Q Preliminary consideration of a dra:Z't of the preambular part of the 
document on the international development strategy to be submitted 
for approval by the General Assembly. 

7. E::::amination of a:L"rangements for t~1e mobilization of public opinion. 

8. Finalization of interim report in terms of paragraph 8 of General 
Assembly resolution 2411 (XXIII), including proposals regarding 
the launching of the Decade. 

9, Other matters. 

10. Provisional agenda for the fifth session. 

ll. Time and place of the fifth session. 

12. .Approval of' interim l"eport. 

3. The Cormnittee held tVJ.elve meetings in ''bich statements on various agenda 

items were made (see A/AC.l4l/SR.34-45). The conclusions of the Committee at 

its fourth session are contained in paragraphs L~ to 15. 
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II. PRE~I;IINI\EY COlJSIDERI\TION OF !, DP.AFT OF THE PREI\l,IBUIAR 
PART OF TilE DOCU!1ENT ON THE ImEm!ATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY TO DE SUBI!ITTED FOR APPROVAL BY TilE GENERAL 

.ASSEMBLY (agenda item 6) 

4. After an exchange of vie-ns and consideration of various suggestions before 

itJ the Committee agreed on a d:!."aft preamble 1Ihich would be used as a basis of: 

fu:cther work with a vie1-1 to arriving at a final teo:t at a later date, This draft 

is annexed to the p:cesent report, 

III. PRELI!liNMtY CONSIDERATIOn OF PROPOSALS RELATING TO 
ARFill~GEi !ENTS 70R CONTINUIIT~' Rl!:VIE\'J AND APPRAISAL 
OF OBJECTIVES AND POLICY JiEASURE,S (agenda item 5) 

5. It >Tas agreed that arrangements were necessa:cy to keep under systematic 

scrutiny the proc;ress towards achieving the ::;oals and objectives of the Decade -

to identify shortfalls in their achievement and the policies which were not 

consistent ·Nith the attainment of objectives and to recommend positive measures, 

including new goals and policies as need.ed. 

6. It 1-1as also ag1 'ed that such reviews and appraisals 1·1ould need to be carried 

out at various levels, involving both develo:;>inc; and developed countries. 'rhe 

existing arrangements sui table for this purp,JSe 1nuld have to be fully and 

effectively utilized, strenc;thened as required, and complemented by new ones as 

appropriate at the national, regional, other mu.ltinational and global levels. 

C:'he Committee decided to take a final decision em this sub,ject at a later session, 

bearinG in rn.ind the vie1·1s expressed at the present session. 

IV. EXA!!IITM'IOl" OF AHIIATTGEJ,!En'CS FOR THE MOBILIZATION 
OF PUBLIC OPINION ( agenD.a item 7) 

7. It was agreed that an essential part of tl~e organization of the Decade liJould 

consist in the mobilization o:C' public opinion in both developinc; and developed 

cpuntries in the support of the objectives and policies for the Decade. 

8, Governments of the more advanced countries i·muld need to continue and 

intensify their endeavou:-c to deepen public understanding of the interdependent 

nature of the developmen-~ elforts during the Decade and of the need to assist 

the develDping countries in accelerating their economic and social progress. 
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:Simllal~ly, Govel"nments of -Che C~eveloping coun-'.:;:ries would need to malce people at 

all le\'"els a1·1are o:L the Oenefits and. sacrifices involved and to enlist their 

full participation in ach2.evinG the Db,jectivcs of the Decade. 

9. The ~n.obilizetion of pu~blic opinion has to be the responsibility mainly of 

national bodies. Governments might give consideration to the establishment of 

ne1 .. r national bodies or t::: stTen~thening the e:::istin,s ones designed to mobilize 

pablic opinion; andJ as a lonG-term measureJ to cive increasing development 

orientation to the educaccional curricula. Considering that leadership could nake 

a significant contribution -co the mobilization of public opinion, the ~ormulation 

of concrete aims by the corr~petent authorities 11as indispensable4 The role of the 

or;:;anizations of the Ur:d-Ged Fations system i·;roulC be to assist the vaTious 

national information media, in ::?articular by supplying adequate basic information 

from -:.Yhich these media mi3ht dl"aw both substance and inspiration for their •tJork. 

'lhere \·;as also an urc;en.~,~ need :Lor increasingly co-ordinating the information 

activities alr.eady beine;: l.Inde:r:,a.}:en "by many organizations within the United 

Nations system. The infor;-_:ation stemning :L::. ... :J~.l international sources would have 

to be aimed primarily at st.renc;thening the sense of interdependence and 

partne:'ship implicit in the concept of the Decade. 

10. The Committee woulC" fu:cther consider thi.s IJatter at a later session with 

n vie\···! to reaching mo:re definite conclusions~ It recoenized that this subject 

was under consideration in Dther bodies of t:ne United Hat ions TtJhich would find 

it useful, in arriving e.t a::?propriate decisions, to take into account the 

~inclings and proposals contained in documen-:~ A/AC .141/L.ll and various suggestions 

advancec1 in the Committee, as uell as those to be made later. The Committee 

exp:·essed the hope that. action uould be taken as soon as possible on the 

mobilization of pu1)lic opinion. 

V. FUETHEF DISCUSSION OF POLICY ciEASURES 
IN ALL lillY 1\REI\S ( a::;enda item I+) 

11. The CoCJmittee decidGd to consider this a~;enda item at its fifth session. 
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VI. FH:ALIZATIO!T OI' INTERIM REPOHT IN TEIU1S OF PARAGRAPH 8 
OF GENERI'.L ASSElJBLY RESOLUTIOH 21:.11 (;:XIII), INCLUDING 
PHOPOSJI~S P.EGAHDING THE IAUJ:CJIING OF THE DECADE 

(agenda item 8) 

12. 'l'he Committee decided that the interim re::oort to the General Assembly:!:/ uould 

be prepared by the Happorteur after the conclusion of the Committee's fourtlc 

session. The interim ;;..~eport \'lould follovl in the main the forn1at of the anne:;:: 

to document A(i525/Add.2, brought up-to-date in the light of the conclusions 

:reached at the fourth session- The report 11ould also contain an introduction 

Cl_escribing the :principal cievelopments in pursuance of paragraph 3 of General 

Assenbly resolution 2411 (XXIII). 

13. The Committee agreed that it 1wuld be premature to make specific proposals 

foY the launching of the Deca.Ge until furthei' yrogress vm.s made on tde preparation 

of the framework for the international develo]nent strategy. It decided to 

consider the matter at a later occasion~ 

VII. PROVISIOllJIL AGENDA FOH THE FIFTH SESSION (agenda item 10) 

14. '!'he Committee agreed on the follD'tling provisional agenda for its fifth 

session: 

l. Opening of the session. 

2. Adoption of the agenda. 

3. Organization of 'i'70Tk. 

4. Re-examination of c;rowth and other tnre;ets as specified earlier. 

5. Finalization of the first draft on J?0licy measures in all lrey al~eas. 

G. E:;:change of vie-ws on possible priorities regai·dinG the lJolicy measures. 

T. Further discussion on aTrangements :;'or continuing revieH and appraisal 
of objectives and policy measuresg 

8, Further discussion on ai'Tangements 'or the mobilization of public 
opinion, including ::_;:coposals for -'c}1e launcr~ing of the Decade. 

:!:/ 'l'o be issued unce:· the sy;:1bol A/T699. 
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9. Further discussion of a dra,ft o:C the preambular part of the document 
on the interna.ti::mal development strategy to be submitter::~ for 
approval 1Jy the General Assembly. 

10. Other matters. 

11. Provisional ao;enda for the sixth session. 

12. Time and place of the sixth session~ 

13. Adoption of che reDort on the fifth session. 

VIII. CCIJiE AND PlACE OF 'Cl!E FIFTH SESSION 
(agenda itet:1 ll) 

15. The Committee considered it desirable to hold its fifth session for a period 

of three <·leeks beg inn in::; in the latter part of February 1970. As regards the 

place, some members e~::presserl the opinion that ~he session should be held in 

C'eneva, uhile some other sur;c;ested Ne<·l York. The Committee decided to refer t)1e 

m.atter to the resumed fort~r-seventh session of the Economic and Social Council. 

I 
I • • • 
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l. On the thres~1holcl of the 1970s, Governments dedicate themselves anev1 

to -the fundamental objectives enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 

tvrenty~five years ago to create r;onditions a:· sta-oility and well~being and to 

ensure a mini:rmm standa: . .-·c~ of living consistent ·uith human dignity throuGh economic 

and social progress ancl development. 

2. The launchinz in 1961 of the First Cnited Nations Development Decade 

marJ.<:::ed a major world-1.ric~e endeavour to give cJncrete substance to this solenm 

pledge. Since then atte;~pts have continuec~ t:o be made to adopt specific measures 

and to fashion and emplo~,.r nev-T institutions of international co-operation for this 

};mrpose. 

3. Hm,lever, the level of living of COL':otless millio:os of people in the 

develop inc; part of the Horld is still pitiful_ly low. These people are often still 

undernoul~isheO., uneducated, uneraployed, and. ·oan-~ing in many other basic amenities 

of life. I'Jhile a part of the lJ:JTld lives in creat com:fort and even affluence, 

much of the lal"';ser part suffers from abject DOVe;.:·t~r, and in fact the dispa.:city 

is continuing to widen. 'J~his lamentable situation has contributed to the 

ac;t:;ravation of v10rld tension. 

~-.. The current frustT·a.tions a.nd disa?]::_:>ointments must not be allow eel to 

cloud the vision ol~ stand in the way of the development objectives bein;:; real1;y 

ambitious. Youth everyt--There is in ferment and the 1970s, therefore, must mal~k 

a ste11 fon1ard in secttrinc; the 1vell-being anc'c haiJpiness not only of the rresent 

generation but also of the cenerations to coi:-:.e .. 

5. In the conviction that development is the essential path to peace, 

Covernments reaffirm theil" comro.on and uns1-1ervinz resolve to seek a better and 

nore effective system of international co-ope::::-2-tion \·Jhereby the prevaili:r..g 

dis:garities in the world eay De banished and pJ_~osperity secured for all. 

6. The ultirr"ate oojectivc of development must be to bring about sustained 

improvements in the Hell-iJeinc of the indiviilval and bestoH benefits on all. If 

I ... 
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undue )rivileges, extremes of uealth and social injustices persist, then 

develo)ment fails in its essential purpose. 'Chis calls for a global development 

strategy based on joint and concentrated acti~n by developing and developed 

countries in all spheres of economic and social life: in industry and 

agriculture) in trade and financeJ in employnent and education, in health and 

housing, in science and technology. 

7. As regards science and technology, the international community must 

rise to the challenge of the p:resent age of unprecedented opportunities in order 

that the scientific and technological advances be equitably shared by developed 

and develop:i.ng c:ountries, thus contributin;;; tCJ accelerated economic development 

tr_roushout the world. 

8. International co-opec·ation for development must be on a scale 

commensurate clith that of the problem itselL Partial, sporadic and half-hearted 

u;es·i::.ures, howsoever ·ocll-intentioned) will n:Jt suffice .. 

9· Economic and social progress is the corDI:10D and shared responsibility 

of the entire international comr.mnity. Ever:' country has the right and duty to 

develop its hm::tan a.ncL natural :-cesources, but the :L'ull benefit of its efforts can 

l)e realized only Hi-Gh concomitant and effective inteT·national action. 

10. Undoubtedly, the primary responsibility rests upon the developing 

countries themselvesJ but they cannot by thenselves attain as expeditiously as 

~.:;hey must the desired development goals in spite of their alJ_-out efforts 7 ovrin::; 

nainl~r to lheir lack o~ sufficient financial :::_~esources, as well as to their need 

of n1o1~e favourable economic and commercial policies on the part of C1eveloped 

countries. 
• 

ll. DesignatinG the 1970s as the Second United nations Development Decade 

the Governments pledc;e themselves, individ:ually and collectively, to pursue 

JOlicies designed to create a more just and rational world economic order in ·ohich 

equali·:cy of opportunities s)1ould be as much a prerogative of nations as of 

individ'J.als •>!ithin a n2tion. They subscribe to the goals and objectives of the 

Decade and resolve to talce the measures to tl'anslate them into reality. rl1hese 

aims and measures a::e set out in the follo·uinc_: paragraphs: 




