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Letter dated 24 February 1969 addressed to the President of the 
General Assembly from the Permanent Representative of.Eulearia 

to the United Nations 

On 20 February 1969 you notified me of the designation of the Federal Republic 

of Germany - tegether with certain other countries which are State" Members of the 

United Nations - to membership in the enlarged Economic Committee of the Economic 

and Social Cou.~cil, establishei by General Assembly resolutioa 2411 (XXIII) t~ 

"prepare ••. a draft of an international developmer.t strategy", without undertaking 

any real consultations as menti~ned in your letter·of ll January 1969 (A/7269). 

At the twenty-third session of the General Assembly, the delegation of the 

People 1 s RepC~blic of :olulgaria voted against the inclusion, in the membership of 

the enlarged Economic Committee of the Economic and Social Couacil, of States not 

Members of the U~ited Nations. 

The inclusion of non-Mem•er States in main bodies of the United Nations is a 

flagrant violation of the Charter and of the rules of procedure of the Economic and 

Social Council (rules 75 and 76). The spirit, principles and provisions of the 

ChGrter preclude the inclusion of States not Members nf the United Nations in one 

of lts institutional bodies. 'tihile Article 69 of the United Nations Charter and 

rules 75 and 76 of the rules of procedure of the Economic and Social Council 

otipulo.te that any Memr:-er of the United Nations which is not a member of the 

Econr-mic and Social Council may he invited to participate, without the right to 

~otc, in its deliberations nn any matter which the Council considers is of 

particular concern to that Member, there is no provisio• fnr the participation of 
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States not Members of the United Nations. Hence there is not the slightest doubt 

that operative paragraph 1 of resolution 2411 (XXIII), on which your decision is 

based, flagrantly :!.nfringes these provisions. 

The provision in question, which appears in operative paragraph 1 or the said 

resolution, was included w17-h the obvious idea - advocated by a specific group of' 

States - of ensuring the Hlegsl participation of the Federal Republic of Germany 

in one of the main bodJ.es of' the United Nations, of presenting the Government of 

that State as the o~y German Government authorized to speak on behalf or the 

German people in :!.nterr.atic;:;sl forums, and thus of aggravating the inconsistencies 

and tensions in the t.eart of Europe. The policy of discrimination against the 

German Democratic P.epublio, ~co -•hich the developing countri.ca cmM1.stently express 

their opposition, would thus be strc.:J{lthened in the 0nited Nations organs. The 

course of events following the; adoption of the resolution offers incontrovertible 

evidence of the ract that ce::ta.ln Western countries are trying to take advantage 

of the preparatie>n of the second United Nations Development Decade in or:ier to 

further their political aim3. 

The People's Republic of' Bulgaria refuses to be a party to this flagrant 

violatl.on of the United N'"ti.ons Charter through such political manoeuvres or to 

be an accessory to the policy of discrimination against the German Democratic 

Republic. In these ci.rcuu:ste.nces, the Bulgarian Government considers it impossible 

to allow its rspreeentatives to partic!pate in the so-called enlarged Economic 

Committee of the Counci:C. 

I would ·be grateful !:f yoa would arrange to have this letter distributed as 

an off1c1.a1 doc:umer:t of" the General Assembly. 

(Signed) Milko TARABANOV 
Ambassador, 

Permanent Representative of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria 

to the United Nations 




