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REQUESTS SUBMITTED BY THE WCORLD
FEDERATTON CF TRADE UNIONS .

REPCRT BY TEE GEWERAT, COMMITTEE TO THE
e T GEIERAL. ASSEMBLY

On 13 Deoember, 1645, the representatives of the World
Fedordtion of Tfade'Uhiona wrote to the Presldent of the
Preparstory Commission of the Unitéd Nations informing him of the
regolutien unanimously adopted by the World Trade Union Congress
in Parle, congcornirg the repregentation of world labour in'-
international institutions and orgenizations, and asking him to
bring the terms of thie resolutlon to the knowledge of the

_representatives of the United Hations.

On 28 December, 1945, the deputy Executive Secretary informed
the World Federatlon of Trade Unions that ite letter had arrived
too.late to allow of 1ts examlnation by the Preparstory Commlssion,
‘but that the questlons raimed therein could doubtless be dlscussed
by the ‘General Committee of the General Agsembly, which was to
‘hold a meeting on 10 Januarﬁ.

A% the Piret meeting of the General‘Committee of the General
Assenbly, the Delegats of the Ukralne asked that the proposals of
the World Federation of Trade Unions should be placed on the
agends of the Asgembly.

The Genefal Commlttee decided that it would be advisable to
have a ﬁfeliminary exantlnation of the reguests that had been
nede, ’

During thie examination, the President of the Asgembly
reoelved a gecond letter from the World Federation of Trade
Unions, in which the proposals of this or;anization were set out

in more speciflc terms.
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These proposals may be summarized as follows:

The ngld‘Federﬁtion'of Traae Unlons regquested to be
allowed to sit,in tha General Asgembly in a consultative
capaclty and to colleborate regularly, under the provislons
of Article 71 of the Charter, in the work of the Soelal and
Economlo Counoil, in the hope that at a later stege 1% would

be possible for it to be granted full participation in the

.work of the Economic and Social Council with the right to

vote,

This request was very carefully oonsldered, firet by the

Sub~Committee set up by the CGeneral Committes to meet the

repregentatives of the World Federatlion of Trade Unions, and later

by the General Committee itself,

During these discuﬂsibns,‘various fresh documents were brought

before the General Committee:

{a) A 1ettef fron the International Co-cperative Alliance
asking that 1t be brought inﬁo effective relationship with
the Unlted Natlons Organizatkon through ﬁarticipation in the
deliberation of the Economie and Soclal Counctl énd/or

In any other way which the constitution of the Organlzation
mlght permit.

(b) A letter from the Congress for the Constitution of the
International Damocratic Federatlon of Women asking for
repregentation with the right to vote, on the Economic and
Sobial Counecil, and alsc the organization and acoeptance of
e, Wcmsﬁ’s Committee in the Unlted Nations, together with
the right to attend vhe General Assembly of the United
Nations in an advisory capaéiﬁy.

(¢) A telegram from Mr. R.J. Watt, intefnational reprogentative
of the Amerilican Federation of Lebour, requesting that the

American Fedsration of Iabour be accorded the ssme consultative
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or other status as may congtitutionally be ageorded 'to'-thb.

World Federation of Trade Unions by any organ of the United

Bations,

This last propassl wag feken up officlally by the Doelegate
of the Unitéd Sidtes of Ausricas

Tho b-épéfalfcomitﬁe_e wag ynanimously of the -qg;niozi that
thers: ;oﬁid be no guestion jof granting any organization.
repraa_mﬁa.tilﬁn, with the right to vote, in ths variéﬁ_fz organs -
under the Unlted Kations, and:that thefe wes no need to ,plla.oe
guch a "qu‘éﬁtion' oh the agenfa of the Géperal Asseinbléfy 'ai_nae._it
really re;prssentea a pruposa.l 'bo modify ths Gha.rbe‘.ﬁ'

\ Wi%h ‘rogerd to the request of 'bhe World Fa@emti.on “Por the

right to ai’h ﬁn a. permﬁment consultative c&pacity in .the metinga ,

e

LI

‘of the Genera.l Asaembly, the Geneml cmmittee W&a ‘am.‘ble to
formlate a.ny apecific prcapoaa_l , 8ince stme members wi.shed to put

intd: pra.ctice inma&iatsly some system of collaberation between the

!
Worid Fe&amtion and the General Assambly, whilat others felt
very strong;y t.hat the. principle  of netional representation by
govenmnﬁs,‘ ;ghi:éh"-unﬂarl’iex.a: ‘the, whole conétitut‘ion ‘of ‘the
United ;maéiona as met forth m the Cha.rter ; wopliﬁ be infringed
12 this wight vere granted to & non-govermmental organizdtion,
Golls.'bora‘bim 'between non-gove}mnenta.l orga.nizatiozm a.nd
“the Eoonomﬂ.c and Snuial Copncil was, however, provided for
i:u Artiz:sle L of ’oha Charter, a.lthough soeme membery felt 1t
was premat'twe 'h? melke specific propgaala at the ‘pg;esent
- Juncture.. |
Beveral draft rssolutione were éubmitted in the courge of
d:‘zacuasion in an affort to find :1 gemral f‘ormula. which would
eatiafactorily covbr not only th? present. req_uea‘bs from the
’World Fedemtion a.nﬁ ‘I:ha American Fedemtion o‘f Iabour, ‘bu’c
" also others which migh'b ‘be reseiyed In the future and be
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officlally supporied by Delegations.,
After lengthyﬂ'discuaa'ion, however, ‘the General Commi ttee
by 7 votes to 6, with 1 sbstentlon adopted the following text
for gubmisslon to the Generel Agsembly:-
"In commectlon with the request of the World Federation
of Trade Unione that 1ts representatives should be
allowed to teke part in the work of the Fconomic and
Social Councll, end in accordance with Article Tl of the
Charter providing for the carrying out by the Eccnomlo and
Soclal Council of appropriate corsultations with non-
governmentsl organlzations, ;
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDS:
That the Hconomlc and Social Council should as soon ag
possible adopt errangements allowing the World Federation
of Trede Unions to take part, for purposes of consultation,
in the work of the Economic and Soclal Counell, lts
comisnions and committees.®
While the General Committes approved the sbove formuls
gotting forth the character of the relatlionship which might be
establiched between the Economio and Social Council and the
Worlt} Federatlion of Traede Unions under Article 71 of the Charter,
it was tmable to formulate a concrete proposal to cover a
pessible velationshlp between such non-governmental orgenizations
and the General Asseumbly. \
The General Commlttee therefore reccrmends that the question
be placed on the agenda of the General ‘Assem'bly for 1ltg conglderation.
In order to fadilitate the discussion, the General Committes
thinks 1t advisable to inform the General Assenbly of the various
proposala ma.de to 1t with a view to arriving at a settlement
of the questions ra.iaed. Thege proposals will ‘be found in

Annexes A, B and C.
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ANNEX A

Proposal put forward by Mr. FRASER (New Zealand) at the

Seventh Meeting of the Gemeral Committee, held on 24 January 1946,

"l. That provision be made for representatives of the World
Federatlon of Trade Unions, and such other lnternational
organizations ng are willing end able to asslst the United
Nations organization, and which are spproved and accepted by
the General Assembly, to be present as imvited guests at

the meetlings of the General Asgembly, the privilege

of addressifhg the Genersl Apgembly on any subject in which
& partioular International organization cen speak with
gpecial kmowledge, experience and authority to be extended
oxcluslvely by the CGeneral Assembly at its dlscretion.

"2. That the Economioc and Social Council be requested to
take the necespary and sppropriste sction to bring into
early operation the arrangements provided in Article 71, for
congultation with non-Govermmental organizetions, and that
full opportunities for such consultatlon be extended to the
World Federatlon of Trade Unlons, and such other organizatioms
whose epplicetions are accepted by the Eoonomlc and Social
Council."”
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ANNEX B

Proposel put forward by Mr, CONNALLY (United States of
America) et a meeting of the sub-committes of the Goneral
Committee, held on 28 January 1944,

"In vlew of the requests recelved from certaln non-
governmental organizstions %o egtablish relations with the
Genersl Assembly and the Economlc and Social Council,
the General Agsembly recommenda that:

I

"The Secretary-General make arrangements for
allocating seats in a speclal gallery of the General
Assembly for representatives of those non-govermental
organlzations with which the FEconomic and Social Couneil
mey make sultable arrangements for consultation pursuant
to Article 71. ‘

I

"The Economle and Soclal Councll comsider at an early
dote making gulteble errangments for conmsultation with
non-goverrmental organizaticns which ars concerned with
matters within its competence as provided in Article 71
of the Charter.”
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ANNEX ©

Proposal put forward by Mr. GROMYKC (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republios) at the Ninth Meeting of the Gemeral: Committee,

held on £9. Januery 1946.

"l. In connsctlon with the reguest af the World Federation
of Trade Unlony that its representatives showld™be allowed
to take part In the work of the Economlc and Soclal
Counoll, and in ascordance with Artlele 71 of tHe Charter’
providing for the carrying out by the Economlio and Social
Council of sppropriate conaultations with non-governmental
orgenlzatlons, -

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDS:

. "that the Econumlc and Social Councll should as soon
as possible adopt arrangements allqwlng the World Federation
of Trade Unlons to take part for purposes of consultation
in the work of the Economic and Social Council and its
Commissions and Committess,

"2, In conmection with the request of the World Federation
of Trade Unioms thet its representatives be ellowed to take
pert in dhe work of the General Assembly, in an adviscyry
capaolty, the General Asgenibly finda it possible te lnvite
the World Federstion of Trade Unlons to send its representatives
to attend moetings of the General Asgembly during 1ts -
. gessions es offioclal gusats.”
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NOTE: Parsgraph 1 was adopted ‘bg the General -Committeo a.na is
imlud'ed on Page ' [N s .bhe Rﬁpor'b !
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