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The General Assembly in its Eighteenth Plenary Meéting held on
26 January 1946, referrsd to the League of Nations Committee the
queéfion of the possible transfer of certain functions, activities
and assets of the League of Nations.

‘After having considered thess questions on the basis of
Chapter XI of the Report of the Preparatory Commission of the
United Netiong and of the Report of the Committee seot up by the
Preparatory Commizsion to disocuss and establish v;i‘bh the Supervisory
Commission of the Lioague of Nations a Common Plan for the transfer
of the assets of the Lea.guewof' Nations, (see Documsnts &/18;
A/18/Add/1; A4/48/Aad4/2), the League of Nations Committes hes
approved- +the f‘ollowing resolutions, the adoption of which I have
the honour to propc;se: ’

I

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS BELONGING TC THE LEAGUE
OF NATIONS UNOER INTERNATIONAL ACGHEEMENTS

Under various treaties and intermational conventions,
agresments and other instruments, the League of Nations and its
organs axercise » Or, may be requested to exercise, numsrous

- functions or powers for the continuance of which after the
dissolution of the League, it is, or may be, desirable that
the United Nations should provide.
Certain Members of the United Nations, which are par‘ties‘to

some of these instruments and are Members of the League of Nations,



a/28
Poge 2.

have iaformed the Gensral Assembly that at the fortheoming session
of the Aaseﬁlbly of ’ché‘Le&gue- they intend to move a resolution
whereby the Mem.bara rof»this;lxesag_ue would, so fer as this is neaes'sary,,
assent and give effect.to the,sfe;pe: contemplated below.
THEREFORE
1, Tho Geréral Assembly reserves the right fo decide, after
due examination, not to assume a.ny particular funetion or.
powsr, and %o determ:t.ne which organ :>f the United Natlons or
which special:.zed agency 'brought :.nto re&ationship with the
United 'Natmns should exercise eaclr par‘bicular fumotion or
Dpower agsumed,
2, The Gemeral Assembly records ‘hha‘l: those Members of tha
United Na.t:.ons wh:.ch are pa.rtles to 'l;he :J_nstruments referred
to above assent by th:.a Resolution to the steps contemplated.
below and express the:.r resolve o use thelr good offices %o
secure the co-operation of the other lparties to the
instruiients sb far as this may be necessary.
5. The Genersl issembly dsclares that the United Nations
is willing, in principle and subject to the provisions of
this Resolution and of the Charter of the United Nations, to
assume the exercise of certain functiom? and powers
previously entrusted to the ﬁeague -of Nations, end edopts the
following dscisions, set forth in 'A,'B', and C below.
A.. FUNCTIONS PERTAINING TO A SE:CRETARI.—LT
Under certein of the instruments ref‘erred to at the beglnning
of this Resolution, the League of Nations ha.s, for the general
comenience of ’che pa.r“bics underts.ken 4o act as custodisn of the
original s:.gned texts’ of the 1nstruments, a.nd to perform certa:l.n
f‘pnetions, pertaining to.a secretariat, which &o not affect the
operation of the ;'Lnstrumen‘b‘s and do not relate fo the substantive

rights and obligations of the parties. These functions include:
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the receipt of additional signatures and of instruments of
ratification, accossion and denunciation;. receipt of notice of
éxtquidn of the instruments to colornies oerogsessions of a party
.ar tﬁlprotectorates or territories for which it holds =« mandate;
notification of such acts to other parties and oﬁher interested
statas, the issue of certified copies; énd'the circulafion of
1nfbrmation or documents whlch the partles have undertaken to
communloate to each other. Any interruption in the performence
of tﬁese.funotions would be contraryftoﬂth§~interasts of all the
partiés. It would be convenient'for_thé United Nations tﬁ have
the cuéfody of those instruments whféh ﬁre oonnectedfwitﬁ
activities of fhe‘League of Nﬁt&ons and, which the United Nations
is likely to continue.
THEREFORE
The Generai Assenbly declares that the United Natlons is
Willing to acoept the-custody 'of the instruments and to charge
the Secretariat of the United Nations with the task of
performing for the parties the functions, pertalnlng to a
scorctariat, formerly entrustad to the League of Nations.

B. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF i TECHNICAL
AND NON-POLITICAL CHARACTER

Among the instruments referrcd to at the beginning of this
Resolution .are some of a technical and mon-political character which
contain prbvisions,irelatiﬁg to the substance of the instruments,
wﬁose dueAexacution‘is'depénﬂent on the eﬁercisa,'by the League

of Nations or particular organs of the League, of functions or

powers conferred by the instruments.  Certain of these instruments

are intimately connected with activitiesrwhich:thé United Nations
will. or may ccntinue.
It is necsssary, however, to examine carsfully which of the

orgens of the United Nations or which of the specialized agencies
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brought into relationship with the Uni‘ceq Naticns should, in the
future, exercise the functions and powers in question, in so far
as they are maintained.
THEREFORE
The General Assembly is 'vva'.:i.liz'i.ng.jl subject to these
reservations, to taice the nécéésary;.measﬁres to ensure the
.éontinuerl exercise of these functior;s a.'nd powers, and refers
the matter to the Economic and Social Counéil.
C. FUNCTIONS aAND POWERS UNDER TREATIES,
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS, AGREEMENTS
AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS HAVING A
POLITICAL CH4RACTER
The General assembly will itself examine, or will submit to
the appropriate organ of the United Nations, any request from the
parties that the Unitedﬁ‘ations should assume the exarcisa of
functions or powers entrusted to'the League of Nations by treaties »
international conventions, agreéments and other instruments having
a political character,
T

NON-POLITICAL FUNCTIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE
LEAGUE OF NaTIONS OTHER THAN THOSE MENTIONED IN T

1. The Genersl Assembly requests the Bconomic and Social Council
to survey the functions and activitles of a non-politicai
charé.cter which have hitherto been per:‘.‘o::'mea by thelLeague of
Netions in order to dstermine which of them should, with such
modifications as are dosirsble, be assumed by orgens of the United
Notions or be entrusted to specialized agencies which have besn
brought into relationship with the United Nations., Pending the
adoption of the measures decided upon as the result of this
examination, the Council should, on or before the d'issolﬁtion of
the League, assume and contimue provisionally the work hitherto
done by the following League departments: The Economiec,

Financial and Transit Department, particuléfly the research and
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statistical work; the Health Sectlon, particularly the
epidemiologioal service; the Opium Section and the secr@taziats of
the Permancut Central Opium Board snd Supervisory Body.
2. The Gencral Assenbly requests "!:he-Seore"hary-;General' to make
provision for taking over and mainteining in opermtion the Library
and Archives and for 'cbnpleting the League of Nations Treafy Series.
3. The General s8senbly considers that it would alsoc be desirable
for thé- Secretary. General to engege for the work, referred to in
paragraphs 1 and 2 a‘bove," on appropriate torms, such niem'bezls of the
experience;i p!ersomlél by whom it is at present.beinfg performed as
the Secx:etar;gi'o-General may seleoct.

III

'TR4NSFER OF THE ASSETS OF THE
LEAGUE COF NATIONS TO THE UNITED N.TIONS

The- Gensral Asgenbly having considered the Report of the
Committee set up by the Preparatory Go@iaﬂon-to discuss and
esteblish with the Jupervisory Commission of the'Le.ague of Né.tiona‘
& Common Plan for the transfer of the assets of the League of
Nations, approves of both the Report of the Committec set uwp by the
Preparatory Comisalion and of the Common Plan submi tted by it.

v
APPOINTMENT OF & NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE

The General Assembly approves of the setting up of 2 smsll
nogotiating commitiee to assist ths Secretary General in
negotiating further agreements in connection with the transfer of
certain assets in Geneva, and in connection with the premises in the
Peace"Pé_iaoe in the Hague. This Committes shall oonsist of one
representative designa'he-lﬂ. by the --dslega_ltions,, if they so desire,
of each of the sams laight Hembers as previously constituted the
Committse created by the Prepsratory Commission: Chile, China,
FI‘:&IIG@, .Pél_and, South afrioca, this Soviet Union, the United Kingdom
and the United States of america.
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