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The General Assembly in ita Eighteenth Plenary Meeting held on 

26 January 1946, referred to ·the League of Nations. Committee the 

que~tion of the possible transfer of certain functions, activities 

and assets of the League of Nations. 

After having considered these questions on the basis of 

Chapter XI of the Report of the Preparatory Commission of the 

United Nations and of the Report of the Committee· set u,p by the 

Preparatory Commission to discuss and establish with the Supervisory 

Commission of the League of Nations a Common Plan for the transfer 

of the assets of the League of Nations, (see DooumentsA./18; 

A/18/Adcl/1; A/18/Aa.a/2), the League of Nations Committee has 

approved ~he following resolutions, the adoption of which I have 

the honour to propose: 

I 

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS BELONGING TO THE LEAGUE 
OF NATIONS UNDER INTERNAT.IONi\L AGREEMENTS 

Under various treaties and international conventions, 

agreements and other instruments, the League of Nations and its 

organa exercise,·. or. may be requested to exercise, numerous 

. , functions or powers for the continuance of which after the 

dissolution of the League, it is, or may be, desirable that 

the .United Nations should provide. 

Certain Members of the United Nations, which are parties to 

some of these instruments and are Members of the League of Nations, 
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have iil.formed the General Assenibly that at the forthcoming session 

of the Assembly of the' Lea.gue they intend to lllOVe a resolution 

whereby the Members ,of thee Lea:gue .would, so far as this is necessary,, . ' ' 

assent and give effect t.'? the. step!\ conte!t\Plated below. 

THEREFORE 

1. The Genera.J. Assenibly reserves tho right to deci&, after 
, 

due examination, not to assume any particular function or· 
' 

power, ana to determine which organ :}f the ,United Nations or 

which specialized agency brought into re1ationship with the . . ' 
I 

United Nations should exercise each- particular function or 

power a!;lsumed, 

2. The General Assembly reoordS that those Members of the 
' 

United Nations .which are parties to the instruments referred 

to a:bove assent by this Resolution to the steps contemplated 
. 

below and eipress their resolve to use their good offices to 

secure tho co-operation of the other parties to the 

instr~nts sb·far as this may be necessary. 

The General Assembly declares that the United Nations 

is willing, in principle and subject to the previsions of 

this Resoiution and of tho Ohar:ter of the Uni t<;Jd Nations, to 1 

assume tho exercise of certain funotbns and powers 
I 

' 
 previously entrusted tb the League· .of Nations, and adopts the 

following deoisiollS, set forth in A, B, and C below. 

A. · FUNOTION& PERTA.INING TO A SEC'RETARLi.T 

Under oerifain of the inatruments referred to at the beginning 

of this ResoJ,ution, the League of Nations has~ for tho general

convenience of the parties, undertaken to act as cu.Stodian of the 

original signed t<:lxts· of the instruments, and to perform certain

functions, pertaining .to a f!ecretariat, which do not affect th!" 

operation of the instruments and do not relate to the substantive 

rights ana· obligations of the parties. 
'' 

These functions include:
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the receipt of additional signatures and of.instruments of 

ratification, accession and .denunciat~on;. receipt of notice of 

extension of the instruments to colonies or possessions of a party .. 
or to protectorates or territories for.~hich it holds~ mandate; 

·' : 

notification of ·such acts to other parties and other interested 

states; the issue of certified copies; 
·: ·. '. . ·(.. .. 

and the circul.ation of 

information or documents which the parties have undertaken to ··.· . . 

communicate to each other. Any interruption in the performance 

of these functions would be contrary to-: the interests of all the 

parties. It would be convenient for the United Nations to have 

the cus.tody of those instruments which are connected with 

activities of the League of Nations and which· the United Nati?ns 

is likely to continue. 

The General-Assembly declares that the United Nations is 

.:willing to accept the ·'custoey 'o'f the instrume-nts and to charge 

the Secret!'lJ:'iat of. the United Nations with, sk of 

performing for the parties the :f'tl.nctions, perti:iining to a 

secretariat, formerly entrusted to the League of Nations. 

B. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF A TIDHNIC.cit 
AND ::-TON-PQLI'J!ICJU. CHARACTER 

Among ~e instruments referred to at the beginning of this 

Resolution .are some of a technical and ncn~olitical character which 

contain provisions,, relating to the -s~bstance of the instruments, 

whose due execution is dependent on the e±ercise, by the -League 

of Na tiona or particular organs of the League, of functions or 

powers conferred by the instruments.· Certain of these instruments . 
are int~tely connected with activities which the United Nations 

will or may continue, 

It is necessB.!'y:, however, to examine carefully which of' the 

organs of the United Nations or which of the specia}.ized agencies 
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brought into relationilh:i;p with the United Nations shoulQ., ip. the 

future, exercise tll.e functions and powers in question, in so •far 

as they are maintained. 

THEREFORE 

The General Assembly is wili.ing, subject •to these 

reservations, to take the neoossary. measures to ensure the 

.continued exercise of these functions and powers, and refers 

the matter to the Economic and S6oial Council, 

C. FUNCTIONS AND POwERS UNDER TRE"TIES, 
I:NTERNd.TIONAL CONVENTIONS; AGRB:EMI5NTS 

..i.ND OTH!lJR INSTRUMENl'S Hti. VING rl. 
POLITIC.\L CJH<iRJ.CTER 

The General .;;s:Jembly will itself examine , or will submit to 

the appropriate organ of .the United Nations, any request from the 

' parties that the United.Nations should assume the exercise of 

functions or powers entrusted to the League of Nations by treaties, 

international oomrentions, agreeiritents and other instruments having 

a political character; 

II 

NON-POLITIC..lL ·FUNCTIONS AND ACTDTITIES OF THE 
LEAGUE OF Nn.TIONS OTHI5R THAN THOSE IJI5NTIONE:D IN I . . . 

1 • · The General Assembly requests the Economic and Social Council 

to survey the functions and activities of a non-political 

character which have hitherto been. performed by the League of 

Nations in order to determine which of them shoUld, with such 

modifications as are desirable, be assumed by ·organs of the United 
 

Nations or be entrusted to specialized agencies which have been 

 brought into relationship with the United Nations. Pend.ing the 

adoption of the measures decided upon as the result of this 

examination, the Council should, on or before the dissolution of 

the L<:~ague, assume and continue provisionally the work hitherto 

done by the following League departments : The Economic, 

Financial and Transit Department, particularly the research and· 



A/28 
Page 5. 

statistical work; the Health Section, :pa.rticuJ.arly the 

epidemiological service; the Opium Section and the secreta.ria ts of 

the Permanent Central OpiUm Board and Su;pervisory Body. 

2, The General .d.ssenibly requests the Secre·tary-General· to make 

:provision for taking over and maintaining in operJl.tion the Library · 

and Archives and for co1111?leting the League of Nations Treaty Seri~s. 

3. The General ..;.ssembly considers that it wouJ.d o.l'so be desirable 

for the Secretary General to engage for the work, referred to in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 above; on appropriate terms' such members of the 

experienced ~rsonnel by ·whom it is ~t :present being performed as 

the Secreta.r:i-General may select. 

III 

TRdNSFER OF THE !.SSE:TS OF THE 
LE.i.guE OF NATIONS TO THE UNITED :rt;.TIONS 

The· General Assembly haVing considered the Report of the

Committee set u;p by the Preparatory Cormpission to discuss and 

establish with the Su;pervisory Commission of the League of Nations· 

a Common Plan' for the transfer of the assets of the League of 

Nations, approves of both the Report of thl:> Committee set u;p by the 

Preparatory Commission and of the Common Plan submitted by it. 

IV 

AP.POINTMISNT OF .'. NEJFI!l.TING CO~ 

The General Assembly appr es .of the setting up of a smaJ.l 

negotiating commit:tee to assist the Secretary General in 

negotiating fuither agreements in connection with the transfer of 

certain assets in Gensva, and in· onnection with the premises in the 

 Peace Palace in the Hague. This C01ll!!li ttee shall consist of one 

representative desili>tlated by the delegations, if they so desire, 

of each of the same eight Members as previously constituted th6 

Committee created by the Prepsratcn-;r Commission.: Chile, China,. 

France, Poland, South ..\.f'rioa, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom 

and the United States of ..\.merioa. 

-·- - - ... 




