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RaPllorteur: Mr •. John RE.A1J (Cana.da), 

'fhe ~nerai· Assembly sublili tted four questions to the Sixth 

Camnitte i:riciudirig: 

1. Registration of treat"iG"s a:nd internationa.l agreements

CA/0.6/15). 

.  Ste:P~' ~ct>ss8J:.y fei.r the: convening of· the Int~rnationa.J.

d'Ourt of Justice (A/c. 6/16). 

PAF.T r. . REGISTRATION OF TREATIES .AJilD · 
DJ,TERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

Tb,i.s question was examined by the Legal Camnittee at meetings 
:· .r - ·_~.- :' . . - - . ·. .. .. . . -.. . . .- . - ·, . 

held Oil, 28 Janua:cy_ 1946 and 4 February 1946;
,._ , •. " • ·, . . '·: 1 . .• ,. ' ' -. 

Article 1CI2 of the Charter illl;poses an obligation upon all 
.''·-··· 

Members to register all treaties and international agreements 
. ·: -.. 

entered into ~tar the coming into force of the Charter; provides 
. . .. ,· -... " . -:· (. ·'. ~ . ; 

far publication by- the Secretariat; and bars any party to any 
. . .. , . . . ... . .. 

such trea~Y or international agreement which has not been registered 

from invoking it before ·any organ of ·the united Nations. 

These provisions make it possible to establish a system of 

regintration and a Treaty Series which will take the place of 

registration and :pubJ..j_oation by the League of Nations.. The rEla.S"'l 

for establishing aosystem of·~on-and-publicatian is one of . ; . . 

)?ract:Lca.l . ..oanvemie!lcEI to the nations cf the world, rathe:r than of 
' . . . . . 

according any part:L~reeogrd ilion or approval to any of the 
. . . ' . . . : ' . . 

nations whose treaties or agreemer:rba.are- accepted :1"-c>r- publicat:Lon, 
' . . 

·It has been pointed ov.t that publicity is a source of moral strength

in- the ·administratiO:n..of laws and agrooinent.s whioli e:x:ist between 



nationa; it :permits public control, a'l!akens public interest and 

removes som.e callaes for distruSt and oon:f'liot; it contributes to 

the formation of a clear and indi!lputable syf.ltem at' i:gternationa:L 

law •

Ao_oordingly; .the following resolution is sUbndtted to the 

General·Aaaembly.far. consideration: . . . . . 

The Executive Secretary ~~~nt:a ·eiroular~J,etter -to the_ Members 

of the u:oited Nations on 8 November 1945 inf':Ol:'lliins 'th~. that :f'rom . . . 

the date at' the entry into toroe at' the Charter treaties a

in'Ge:i:-:oati~· agreements woUld be received.· and ·filed on ·a 

. . . 

pr~scrtli:i.~ ~he procedure to be f?llbwed in the ·resiatioa.ti~ and 

 publication of treaties and international agreements under the 

provisions at' Artio~e 102 of the Charter. ~e Exetl)ltive Secretary 

also. inv:t ted the. Gfove'l'IllllB.nta of MS!!fuers to tranami t to the 

Secretariat for filing ana· publication treaties and international 
~ . '. .. .' .. ' . 

. - ,. ..:·, 
agreements not inoludeil: in the !!treaty series at' the wasue at'_ 

. 1\'a,tiona. end enterea .into in rec~t years before the_ date at' the

entry in'!io force of the·,charter. 

rt' is _desirable, as a matter· of praotioal oonvenienoa, that 

arra.ngem~ts •. ilhQUld be IDa.de tOt- the publication at' any tr(;)aties ·or 

international _agreements which' non~member states may voluntari-ly . . 
transmit _and which have not.been i:rioluded in the Treaty Series ·.ot 

the teague af,Nati.~. ··These ·erraiJ8ements should not, hilwever,. . ·- ~ -. 

exteD.!1, t.Q. treatias or .international agreemants transmitted_ by any 

non~!!l61Jiber sta.te such' as Spa.in1 the Government of which-.has 'been 

founded with.the .suppm-t· of the .A:ds powers .e.i:ld. does riot 1 in view 

at' its or:tgin, ita nature, its ·record and its close association with 

the ~ssor states, pOs-sess' quB.:i.ifioationa necessary to. justi~ 

lriemharship in the Ullited Nationa UD.i!er the_ provisions .qf' the 

charter. 
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1. To submit to tho General As~embly :proposals far detailed 

regulations and other measures·designed to give effect to 
' . . \ 

the ;prqvisions of Article 102 of the Charter; 

2. ~o invite the governments ·of Members of the United 

Nations.to transmit to the Secretary~General"for filing and 

:publication, treaties and international agr'eements entered 

into in recent years but b~fore the date of entrY into farce 

of the Charter 1 which had not been included' ·in. the League 

of Nations Treaty Series, and to transmit ·:rer registration 

and :publication treaties and international rtgreemants entered 

into after the date of entry into force ·of the Charter; and 

3, To receive, frcm the governments of non~member states, 
' 

treaties and international agreements·entered· into both before 

and a:f'ter.the data of' entry into force of the·Charter, which 
. '' .•. . . . . I 

have .not b~:~en included .in the League of"NatioruJ Treaty Series ,, 

and which they may voluntarily transmit for filing and 

:publication; and to dispose of them in .accordance with the 

foregoing :provisions, and subject to such detailed 

regulations and other measures as may hereafter be adopted. 

PART II. STEPS NECESSARY FOR CQNVEltcNG 
TEE INTERNA.TION,'\L COURT OF JUSTICE 

In· the course of ·the examinat1.on of· the Memorandum concerning 

the International Court of Justice (A/C.6/16) it appeared that there 

were ~·o steps to be taken by the Sixth Committee. 

1. A reoonnnendation to the General Assembly to authorize 

the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps to convene 
. ' 

the International Court of Justice as soon as.:possible after 

the election of the judges. 

2, A reconnnendatiori concerning the emoluments of the judges, 

The second of these questions was referred to a Joint 

Sub~committee of the Fifth and Sixth Conmli1;tees. Accordingly, it 
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will be dealt W:!. th in a separate repcwt. 

· The first question, concerning the taking of steps to convene 

the International CoUrt of Justice, was examined by the Siith 

Committee at ~eatings held on 28 January 1946 and 4 February 1946. 

It is dealt with in the report of the Preparatory COl!l!idsaion·on 

page 58, which deals both with the procedural steps to be taken 

for convening the Court and the question of· emoluments. 

The following resolution is sl.>bmitted to the General Assembly 

for consideration: 

It is desirable that the Internatiorial Court of Justice should 

meet as soon as possible after the election of ita members by the 

General Assembly and the Security Council. 

In ccwreepondence with the Secretary of the Board of Directors 

of the CerneSie Foundation, the Executive Secretary has ascertained 

that the Board is willing ~c meet representatives of 'the United 

Nations at the Hague to begin preliminary negdtiations in order to 

fix the conditions on which the premises in the Peace Palace at 

the Hague, which are required by the international Ci:lurt of Justice, 

can·be placed at the disposal of the Court. 

T.8EI:tE:I1'0RE Tim cmJERAL ASSEMBLY IMl~T.:l Tim SECRETARY

GENEEIAL: 

1. To take the necessary steps to summon a first meeting of 

the Court at the Hague as soon as can be conveniently arranged 

after the election of the members; 

2. Tb appoint a Secretary and such other temporary officers 

as may be req~d tb assist the Court and to act for ao long 
. " 

as the Court desires during the period preceding the appointment 

of ita registrar and its officers; and 



A/31 
Page 5 

3. To conduct preliminary negotiations ~th the Board 

of Directors of the Carnegie Foundation, at the Hague or 
.· 

other convenient place, in order to fix the conditions on 

which the premises in the Peace Palace at the Hague, which 

are required by the Intern~tional Court of Justice, can 

be placed at its disposal, ~he conditions being embodied in an 

agreement subject to tl}e approval of the General Assembly. 




