UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GEHERAL

A/hﬁ}l
L Deecember 1959

ORIGINAL: ENGLISE

fourteenth session
lgends item 51

UNITED FATIONS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Report _of the Fifth Comnittee

Rapporteur: MNpr. Niaz A, TATK (Pekistan)

l. At its 755th, 756th and 757th meetings held from 1 o 3 December 1959?§ﬁhe
Fifth Committed considered the report of the Secretary-General (A/4293) on the
Jnited Nations International School. In this'report, submitted in pursuane%-mﬁ~-'~~
resolution 1297 (XIIL), the Secretery-General suggested that Member States -
might wish to consider the desirability of placing the net revenue of the {
United Nations Gift Centre in a special fund for assisting the International
3chool in order to obviate the necessity for considering annually a grant-iqfaid
for the School and, more importent, to ensure that the School eould plan foﬁ the
fubure with sssurance of solvency, thus qualifying it for capital aasistance
from voliumtary sources for such purposes as the building and equipping of new
premizes, :

2. The delegations of Ecuadox, Ghana Indin, Iran, Irag, Eggg, Polend and
Uruguay submitted a draft resolution (8/C.5/L.593 end Add. 1} %o establish, ds

of 1 January 1960, sn International School Fund to whish would be credited the

net revenues of the Uhited Vations Gift Centre. The delegmtions of Argentina

and the United States of America submitted & draft resolution (A/c.le.59h) to
decide, in principle, to contribute to the School for a period of flve year$ guch
continuing finencial assistaznce as the General Assembly might cpnsids; nece#sary,
to make m grent of $75,000 to the School in 1960 and to consider further atithe
fifteenth sesslon the suggestion of the Becretary-General for the establishment of

a continuing fund financed from the revenue derived from the Gift Centre, as well
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as other means for financing grante to the “School.
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5« During the discussion, several representatives expressed sppreciation for
the lmportent contribution mede by the Internmational Scheool towards the

education of the children of members of the Secreteriet and of permanent
wmissions. They noted with satlsfactlon the subsbtentlsl increase in the enrolment
in the School and expreszed the hope that its services would be made more

widely avallsble to such children and that the efforts to secure permsnent
premises and adequate equipment would be successful.

4, The sponsors of the sight-Power draft resolution felt that the International
‘School Fund suggested by the Secretary-General should be established immediately
in view of the urgent need to expand the services of the School and to mequire
permanent premises by 1961. The sponsors of the bwo-FPower draft resolution
“argued that, while the Intermational School deserved support, the proposal
concerning the allocstion of the net proceeds of the GLPt Centre deserved further
study in terms of ite implications on budgetary policy and in the 1ight of the
‘desire to preserve the asubtonomy of the International School.

5. At the T56th meeting, the sponsors of the two draft resolutiens submitted

a nev Joint draft resolution (4/C.5/L.598) to invite the Board of Trustees to
establish an International Sehool Fund, %o decide to contribute to the Fund

for & perlod of five yeers such finencial assistance as the Asgembly might
eonslder necessary, to meke & contribution of §100,000 in 1960, and to request
the Secre‘be.ry-(}eneral tc present to the fifteenth session (a) a report on the
International School Fund; (b) his vecommendstions, together vith the commente
of the Advisory Commlittee, on fubure contributions to the Fund, including the
suggestion conteined in document A/4293; end (c) e report on the progress

made in finding permanent smecommodstions for the School., They indicated that
the new draft would meke it clesr that the proposed Fund would be esteblished

by the Board of Trustees of the School ratheér then by the United Nations, and yould
permit greater scrutiny of the guggesiion for providing a contlnuous source

of income from the proceeds of the Gift Centre. They expressed the hope that,
with the establishment of the proposed Fund, it would be possible to eobiain
voluntary conbrlbutions and donetlons.
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‘ }6. Several members of the Committee, while expressing appreciation for the
services performed by the School snd sympathy towards efforte to establish the
School on a sound finencial basis, opposed the provisions of the draft resoﬁution.
While assistance might be given in special eireumstances on an ad hoc basia,
they could not accept a continuing finsneial commltment to the School, nor:
an obligation to cover the coperating defieits of the School, particularly qince
the School served not only children of members of the Secretariat, but als&
children of members of permsnent missions and of others not connected sith the
United Nations. The School, in their view, should seek to balsuce its budget by
setting up a more eponomic level of tuition fees, bearing in mind the fees @harged

by netionsl schools. It also seemed that the proposals advanced tended to favour
i one group. They suggested that the Secretary-Ceneral discuss this matter with the
Board of Trustees and consult with the Advisory Committee on Adminigtrative and
Budgetary Questions on the level of the education grant, so that the Assembly might
review the education grent at the next session. In view of the considerabl&
Tinancial commitment proposed in the Jjoint draft resolution, it was alsc suggested
'that the xelation between the United Nations and the International School %hould
be defined, Several members expressed regret that the documentation wae no&
availeble in time for detailed consideration. |
T+ A number of representatives argued, on the other hand, that the level of

tultion fees was beyond the capacity of many mewbers of the Secretariatl and of the

permanent missions, and that the International School might approach economic

viability by increassing enrolment by lowering the fees or establishing a

scholarship fund. They felt that higher fees would further inhibit the enrblment
of children of persons associated with the United Nations and would not be |
Justified so long as facllities in the temporary quarters were inadeguate. E.Ce::r"f;:a.i::i
delepgations felt that the scholarship fund should clearly be limited to chihdren

of families aesociated with the United Mations,

8. The representative of Lebanon, while supporting continuing assistance %o the
International School, felt that instruction in Arabic and other languages |

would ensble the School to attract wider enrolment. He proposed an amendment
to request the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps with the Board of
Trustees H0 institute instruction in Arabilc esnd other languages. Subsequen#ly,
lha agreed to withdraw the amendment after a statement by the representati?eiof
the Becretary-General that the Scheol was fully avare of the need for imstructipp
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in additional lenguages, that more could not be done in this respect because of
financial stringsncy or lack of demand, end that the Secretary-General would.
bring the Lebanese proposal to the attention of the Board of Trustees.

9. Separate votes were ‘taken on the last paregraph of the preamble and each
of the operative peragraphs of the joint draft resolution (A/C.5/L.598).

The last paragraph of the presmble was adopted by 32 votes to 7, with

20 abstentions; operative peragraph 1 was adopted by 52 votes to none, with

8 ebstentions; operative paragraph 2 was adopted by L3 votes to none, with
17 sebstentions; operative paregraph 3 was adopted by 32 votes to 22, with

6 abstentions; opevmtive paragraph U was adopted by 4O votes to 6, with

12 abstentions; ogerative'garaggapg was adopted by 50 votes to none, with

¢ mbstentlone; o operative quggg_ph 6 was mdopted by b4 votes to none, with

16 ebstentions. The joint draft resolubion es_a whole was adopted by 38 votes
to bk, with 18 sbstentions.

Recomuendation of the'Fifth Committee -

10, _The Pifth Committee therefore recommends to tﬁé General Assewbly the adeption
of the following draft resclution:

UNITED NATIONS INTERWATIONAT SCHOOL

The CGenersl Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Cenersl on the
United Nptions International School es well as the report by the Board of
Trustees of the School,l ‘

Recelling its resolution 1297 (KIII) of 5 December 1958 requesting the
Becretary-General to use his good offices to assist the School to find
sulteble perumarent accommodation and approving a grent-in-aid in respect of
the school year 1958-1959,

Recoggizing the Increasing urgency of providing permanent accommodation
for the School,

Believing 1t necessary that the financial solvency of the School should
be assured, ) '

Noting the suggestion of the Becretary-General that a continuing fund
should be established for assistance to the International School to be
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finaneed by the net proceeds from the operation of the United Naticns
Gift Centre,

1., Reaffirms its hope that steps will be taken to mske the United Nations
International) School available to the children of the largest possibie nunber
of menmbers of delegations, United Nations steff members, and others '
adsocleted with the United Natlons;.

2. Invites the Board of Trustees of the School to establish an
Interngtional School Fund,

%. Decldes to contribute to the International School Fund for B
period of five years such conbinuing finenclal aseistance as the General

Assenbly may consider necessary; I

k. Decldes to make & contributlon of $100,000 to the International
School Fund in 1960 for'the purpose of liquidating the operating deficit
at the end of the 1959+1960 school year snd for such other purposes of the
School, as the Board of Trustees deems f£it; ;

5. BRegueats the Secretary-Genersl to continue to use his gond;officss
to mseist the Board of Trustees of the School in finding sultable peﬁmanent
accormodation for the School in the immediate vicipity of United Nations
Hesdquarters, in developing plans for a bullding, and in pursuing ité
efforte to raise funds from privete sources for the construction of ﬁhe
building, and, if pecessary, for the acquisition of a site therefor;?

6. Requests the Secretary-General to present to the General Aésembly
at its fifteenth session: §

(a) A report by the Board of Trustees of the School on the estéblishment
and operationeg of the Internatiopal School Fund; E

(b) His recommendations, together with the commerts of the Advisory
Cormitiee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, on future contributions
to the Fund and on the means of financing such contributions, including the
suggestion contained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of his report; i

(c) A report on the progress which has been mede in finding permsnent
accommodation for the School. ,
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