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l. At its 755th, 756th and 757th .meetings held from 1 to 3 December 1959, _the 

~ifth CoiDIIlittee considered the repo):'t of the Secretary-General (A/4293} _on the 
llnit-ed Nations International School. Ill thia' report, sutnnitt-ed ;tn pure~ -ot' -· · ·-·· 

resolution 1297 (XIU}, the Secretary-General suggested that Member States 
I 

lllight wish to consider the desirability of placing the net revenue of the 1 

I 

ITnited Nations. Gift Centre in a· special fund for assisting the Internationa~ 

School in order to obviate the necessity for considering anni,ISllY a grant-in-aid 

for the School and, more important, to ensure that the School could plan fo~ the ., 
future ~nth assurance of solvency, thus qusli~ying it for capital assistancE! 

from voluntary sources.for such purposes as the building and equipping of n~ 

Premises. 
2. The delegations of Ecuador, Ghana, India, Iran, Irag, Peru, Poland and. 

Uruf!U!>¥ submitted a draft resolution (A/C.5/L.593 and Add,l) to establish, ~s 
of l January 1960, an International School Fund to \rhialnrould be credited the 

net revenues of the United Nations Gift Centre. The delegations of. Argentina 

and the United States of America submittl!d a draft resolution (A/C.5/L.594) :to . -' 

decide, in principle, to contribute to the School for a period of five year$ such 

continuing financial assistance as the General Assembly might consider nece~sary, 

to make a grant of $75,000 to the School in 1960 and to consider. further at : the 

fifteenth session the suggestion of the Secretary-General for the establi~nt of 

a continuing fund financed from the revenue derived from the Gift Centre, as well 
as ~ther means for financing grants to the .• School. ·• -- ·- . · ,~.- -L - .. · 
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3. ,.,~ng ths discuSsion, several representatives expressed appreciation for .,"';.r-
the important contribution made by the International School towards the 

ed.ucatio)l of the children of members of the Secretariat and of permanent 

missions. They noted with satisfaction the substantial increase in the enrolment 

in the School and expreszed. the hope that its services would be made more 

widely available to such children and that the efforts to secure permanent 

premises and ad.equate equipment would be successful. 

4. The sponsors of the eight-Power draft resolution felt· that the International 

School Fund suggested b~ the Secretary-General should be e11tabUshad illllllediately 

in view of the \uogent need to expanil. the services of the School and to acquire 

permanent premises by l96l. The ~~ponsors of the two-Po~rer. dra:f't resolution 

·argued that1 while the International School ·deserved support, the proposal 

concerning the allocation of the net proceeds of the Gift Centre deserved further 

study in terms Of its implications on budgetary policy and in the light of the 

desire to preserte the autonO!liY of the International School. 

5. At the 756th meeting, the sppnso;rs of the two draft resoluticns submitted 

a nelr joint draft resolution (A/C.5/L.598) to invite the :SOard of Trustees to 

establish an International School Fund1 to decide to contribute to tbe Fund 

for a. period of five years such financial a.ssistance e.s the Assembly might 

consider necessary, to make a. contribution of $100 1000 in 196o, and to request 

the secretary-General to :Present to the fifteenth session (a) a report on the 

International School Fund; (b) his recommendations, together with the cozmne.nts 

of the Advisory Collllllittee, on future contributions to the Fund, including the 

suggestion contained in do·curnent A/4293; and (e) a. report on the progress 

made in finding.perma.nent accommodations for ;the School. They indicated that 

the ne'r draft wuld me.ke it clear that the proposed Fund would be established 

by the Board of Trustees of the School rather than by the United Nations, and W'Ould 

permit greater scrutiny of the 11uggestion for providing a. continuous source 

of income from the proeeeds of the Gift Centre, They expressed the hope tbe.t, 

with the establishment of the propose~ Fund, it would be possible to obtain 

vohm:ta.ry cont.ribut:l.ons and donations. 
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6. Several tnembers of the Committee, while expressing appreciation for the 

services performed by the School and sympathy towards efforts to establish the 

School on a sound financial basis, opposed the provisions of the draft resolution. 

While assistance might be given in special circumstances on an ad hoc basis~, 

they could not accept a continuing financial commitment to the School, nor : 

an obligation to cover the operating deficits of the School, particularly s:ince 

the School served not only children of members of the Secretariat, but also 

children of members of permanent missions and of others not connected with the 

United Nations. The School, in their vi~r, should seek to balance its bud~et by 
' ' 

setting up a more e~onomic level of tuition fees, bearing in mind .the fees pharged 

by national schools. It also seemed that tbe proposals advanced tended to ;favour 

one group. They sUggested that the Secretary-General discuss this matter with the 

Board of Trustees and consult with the Advisory Committee on Administrativ~ and 

Budgetary Questions on the level of the education grant, so that the Assel!lbly might 

review the education grant at the next session. In view of the considerab!e 
' financial commitment proposed in the joint draft resolution, it was also suggested 

'that the relation between the United Nations and the International School should 

be defined, Several members expressed re.gre:t that the documentation was ndt 

ayailable in time for detailed consideration. 

7. A number of representatives argued·, on the other hand, that the level :of 

tuition fees was beyond the capacity of many members of the Secretariat an~ of the 

permanent missions, and that the International School might approach econo~ic 

viability by increasing enrolment by lolrering the fees or establishing a 
' 

scholarship fund, They felt that higher fees would further inhibit the enrolment 

of children of·persons associated with the United Nations and would not bl'! 1 

justified so long as facilities in the temporary quarters were inadequate. • Certain 

delegations felt that the scholarship fund aho~d clearly be limited to chi~dren 

of families associated with the United Nations. 

8. The representative of Lebanon, while supporting continuing assistance to the 
' International School, felt that instruction in Arapic and other languages 

would enable the School to · attract 1nder enrolment. He proposed an amendment 

to request the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps with the Boardi of 
' Trustees to institute instruction in Arabic and other languages. Subsequently, 

lhe agreed to withdraw the amendment after a statement by the representative: of 

the Secretary-General that the School wss fully a~mre of the need for instructipp 
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in additional languages, that more could not be done in this res~ect·because of 

financial str.ingency or lack of demand, and that the Secretary-General would. 
b;ring the Lebanese proposal to the attention of the Bosrd of Trustees, 

9· Se~arate votes were taken on the last ~aragra~h of the preamble ana each 
of the operative paragraphs of the joint draft resolution (A/C.5/L.598). 
The last parag::aph of the preamble 1-ras adopted by 32 votes to 71 with 
20 abstentions; operative parag:ra:ph 1 was adopted by 52 votes to none, with 
8 abstentions; operative paragraPh 2 was adopted by 43 votes to nona, with 

17 abstentions; operative parag:ranh ~was adopted by 32 votes to 22, with 
6 abstentions; ope.t-ative paragraph 4 was adopted by 40 votes to 6, with 

12 abstentions; operative· paragraph 5 was adopted by 50 votes to none, with 
9 abstentions;. operative paragraPh 6 was adopted by 44 votes to none, with 

16 abstentions. The Joint draft resolution as a whole 1ms adopted by 38 votes 
to 41 with 18 abstentions. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption 
of the following draft resolution: 

UNITED NATIONS Il.\JT.ElOOI.TIONAL SCHOOL 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the 

United Nations International School as well as the report by the Board of 
Trustees of the School,!/ 

Recalling its resolution 1297 (XIII) of 5 December 1958 requesting the 
Secretary-General to use his· good offices to assist the School to find 
suitable permanent accommodation and approving a grant-in-aid in respect of 

the school year 1958-1959, 
Recognizing the increasing urgency of providing permanent accommodation 

for the School, 

Believing.it necessary that the financial solvency of the School should 

be assured, 

Noting the suggestion of the Secretary-General that a continuing fund 
should be established for assistance to the International School to be 

!/ A/4293• I .... 
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finaneed by the net proeeeds from the operation of the United Nations 

Gift Centre, 

1. Reaffim its hope that steps will be taken to make the United Nations 

International School available to the children of the largest possible number 

of members of delegations, United Nations staff members, and others , 
I 

aosociated •nth the United Nations; 

2. Invites the Board of Trustees of the School to establish an 
International School Fund; 

3. Deci<.les to contribute to the International School Fund for 'a 
' 

period of five years such continuing financial assistance as the·Gen~ral 

Assembly may consider necessary; 
I 

4. Decides to mal:e a contribution of $1001000 to the International 

School Fund in 1960 for the pttrpose of liquidating the operating def~cit 
' at the end of the 1959-1960 school year and for sucll other purposes of the 

School. as the Board of Trustees deems fit; 

5. Regueats the Secretary-General to continue to use his good 1 offices 

to assist the Board of Trustees of the School in finding suitable peimanent 

accommo·:lation for the School in the immediate vicinity of United Nations 
Headquarters, in developing plans for a build:l.ilg1 and in pursuing its 

efforts to raise funds from private sources for the construction of the 

building, and, if necessary, for the acquisition of a site therefor; ' 

6. Reguests the Secretary-General to present to the General Assembly 

at its fifteenth session: 

(a) A report by the Board of Trustees of the School on the est:;~blishment 

and operations of the International School Fund; 

(b) His recommendations, together with the comments of the Advisory 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, on future contributions 
to the Fund and on ths means of financing such contributions, including the 

suggestion contained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of his report; 

(c) A report on the proeress which has been made in finding permanent 

accommodation for the School, 




