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1. At 1ts 826th plenary meeting on 12 October 1959, the Genersl Assembly
.included the item entitled "International encouregement of scientific research
into the control of éancerous dlseamses” in its sgends and allocated it to the
Third Committee.

| 2« The Committee had before it two explanatory memorenda subtmitted by the
Byelorussian Soviet Soclalist Republic (A/4233 and 4/C.3/L.TTT).
3. The Committee devoted seven meetings (948th to 954th meetings), held from
6 to 12 November 1959, to the conslderation of the iltem.
k. The representative of the Byelorussian SSR opened the debate by introducing
the revised draft resclution submitted by his delegation (A/C.B/L.TTE/Rev.l). He
stated that, desplte the efforts of generations of sclemtists, the causes of
cencercus diseasges were still unknown and no effective methods of treatment had
heen found. In & large number of countries, they were second only to
cardliovescular dlseases as & cause of death. The mortality retes for those
diseeses haed risen frcm 64 per 100,000 in 1900 to 147 per 100,000 In 1955. At
the present time, approximately 5 million of the world's inphabitants were
suffering from cancerous dlseases. Although cancer affected ﬁainly the middle-
aged and the elderly, it wes nowrappearing to en lnecreasing degree among younger

age Zroups.
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5. He referred to measures taken in the Soviet Union and the United States with
regard to control of cancer and expressed his belief that joiat efforts on the
rart of scientists from all countries were called for in the filght agalnst cancer.
6. The ceauses of cancer were still unknown. The virus theory had not been
corrcborated by the discovery of any causative viral agent in man. A most
important means of shedding light on the céuses of cancerous diseases was a
study of their characteristics by countries and of the relationship between
particular types of cancerous tumours and geographlcal, climatic, occupational
snd other factors. The lower mortality rate for cancer found in the under-
developed countries conld be explainéd in terms of incomplete assessment of
causegs of death by the inadequately developed medical and health services of
those countries. One of the important tesks of the mew science of medical
geography would be to prepare maps showlng the dlstributlon of ecancer throughout
the world and o éarry out regional studles.

T« The representative of the Byelorusslan SSR commended the efforts of the
World Health Qrganization (WHO) énd the Tnternational Union agsinst Cancer, but
felt that it would be deslrable that both organizations, in thelr long-range
programes, should intensifj co-ordination of seclentific research plans end
should organlze exchanges of information snd experlence through vislts of
outstending medicel cancer specialists.

8. He dld not believe that the expenditure of $100,000 every four years, as
proposed 1n the draft resolution, would give rise to any difficulties. While

the greatest reward for eny sclentist responsible for advances in cancer. research
would be the gratitude and recognition of all mankind, the prizes provided for
would represent a concrete menifestation of that recognition.

O He knew that scme delegations felt that the matter of cancer control wes one
which properly belonged to WHO. However, the problem was so urgent and important
that'only an organizatlon with the authority of the United Nations could deal
wilth 1t.

10. The revised draft resolutlion submltted by the Byelorussian Soviet Scelalist
Republic (A/C.3/L.T72/Rev.l) read as follows:
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"The General Assembly,

"Gonsldering thet cancer is at present one of the diseases most
dangerous to mankind, _

"Recognlzing the general desire of all mankind to eliminate wide-spread
cancerous dlseases,

"Noting with approval the useful work carried out by the World Health
Orgenization, the Intermationsl Union against Cancer and national
organizations for the conbrol of cancerous diseases,

"Recognizing further that the nationsl and international efforts so far
underteken for the control of cancerous dlseases have not ylelded sufficiently
effective results,

"Wishing to encourage further sclentific efforts in this field in all
countries end internatlonel Institutions,

"l. Establishes, for the most outstanding scientific work in connexion

with the control of cencerous disesses, Unlted Naetions priges:

(a) first prize: $50,000;
(b) second prize: $30,000;
(c) third prize: -  $20,000;

to be awarded cunce every four years;

"2, Requests the World Health Orgenization to undertaks to award the
prizes, holding the first prize-glving ceremony at the reguler scientific
Congress on the control of cancerous diseases in 19623

"3, Requests the Intermational Union ageinst Cancer to give the World
Health Organization its full support and 1lts sclentific advice for this
burpose;

"k, TInvites the World Health Organization to consider, in eccordance
with article IV of the Agreement between the United Natloms and the World
Health Organization, what further steps may be itaken to encourage effort in
this field;

"5, Requests the World Healthrcrganization to inform the ﬁnited Nations
Genersl Assembly Iin 1962 of the progress achieved in the control of cancerous

diseaseg,”
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1l. Many speskers congratulate@ the Byelorussian delegation on its humeniterian
initiative. It was also pointed out that much time and money wes being wasted

as a result of unsatisfactory co-ordination of the research undertaken 1n various
countries. Cancer-control cempelgns had already been organized in a mumber of
countries. It was felt that every national aetlon should be encouraged and
supplemented by an Internmational effort.

12. Seversl speakers drew attention to the fact that WHO had been concerned
with the questlon for meny yeers, and that, in 1ts work, it co-cperated wiﬁh

such speclalized agenciles ag the Food and Agriculitural Organization of the

United Natlons (FAO)and the United Netions Educatlonsl, Sclentific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and with varlous scientific organizations. It was recalled
that & proposal hed been adopted at the eleventh World Health Assembly that an
extenslive examination be made of the role of WHO in medicel and health resedrch.
The report which had followed contalned, luter alila, certain recommendations for
inereasing the world reseaxrch potential against cancer. (onsiderable contribubions
had been subsequently made to the speclal account for medical resesrch in order
to enable WHO to give additional lmpetus to the lntensified research programme. q
15. Some delegatlons poiﬁted out that WHO should be given the prineipal !
responsibllity for action in the fleld referred to in the Byelorusslan draft
resolution, and that the Tnternational Unlon ageinst Cancer could not be placed
on an equal footlng with it. It wes also argued that the General Assembly should
not, in the form of a resclution, express 1ts views on the subject of activities
within the purview of a specialized agéncy, unless that agency had clegrly falled
in the performance of 1ts tasks. The need for consultation and proper
co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencles was also
stressed,

1k, Scme speskers questloned the awarding of prizes ms the best way to encourage
the efforts of gelentists. It wag suggested that the money could be employed
rather for the purchese of equipment or the provislon of fellowships. Others
felt, however, that the prizes would draw public attentlion to the work of the
scelentiats aand to the non-political activities of the United Natlons.

15. The representatlve of WHO reviewed the position of his organization in the
campaign agaihst cancer. In its early days, WHO had confined its work on cencer
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mainly to the granting of fellowships for sdvanced gtudy sbroad and to the
preparatlion of certaln stetistlcal studies. Tt had also recommended standard
definitions, nomenclatures and classificatlions, snd had promoted the adoption of
commen techniques of diegnosis end treatment. The agsessment of the results of
the different treatments of cancer - surgical, radlologicel and others - had
likewlse received attentlon. This was. followed by recomendations concerning

the establishment of certaln natilonal laboratories as reference laboratorles.

He recelled that UNESCO had underteken international programmes of research into
physical, chemical and hiological phencmena of cell growth. WHO co-operated
actively alsc with the International Union against Cancer and the Tnternational
Congress on Radlology. In Merch 1959 a specisl sclentific group on cancer
research, coovensd by the Director-Qeneral of WHO, hed coutlined certain aress
vhere cancer research could be advanced by multinational or lnternationsl action
with WHO serving as the central point. The experts hed suggested that co-ordlinated
studies should be made on all agents suspected of causing cencer., A research
programme, based on the recommendations of twenty-one such groups convened by

the Director-General, had been approved by the twelfth World Health Assembly. A
sum of $500,000 had been added to the 1960 regular budget for the programme and

a special account had been established to ensble WHO to accept voluntery
contributions.

16. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that it was for the Third
Committee to decide whether it wished to recommend the award of prizes to sncourage
selentiflc research into the control of cancerous diseases, or whether 1t preferred
to refer the proposal now before it to WHO. The Secretary-~General savw no cbjection
to establishing United Nations prizes for that purpose, provided trat the
respongibility of deciding to whom they should be awarded was entrusted to WHO.

The question of the finanelal implications would have to be dealt with by the
Fifth Committee, which might prefer that the proposed amount of $100,000 be kept
in a speclel account rather than be included in the reguler budget of the

United Nations. He added thet the Fifth Committee might congider it an unusuel
procedure to meke the funds for the prizes avaiiable to WHO, since that
orgenization's finaneial resources, like those -of the United Nations, were
provided by contributions from Member States.
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17. The United States of Americs submitted emendments (4/C.3/1.800) to the
Byelorusslan revised draft resolution (4/C,3/T.772/Rev.l). These emendments
provided for:

(a) The deletion of operative paragraphs 1 and 23

(b) The emendment of operative parsgraph 3 to read as follows:

"3, Invites the World Health Organization to seek the full support
and scientific advice of the Internatlional Union agéinst Cancer for this
purpose.”;

(e¢) The additlon, at the end of operative parsgraph 4, of the phrase:
"including the desirebility of meking international awards for research into
cancerous diseases, or other similar methods of encouragement”;

(d) The replacement, in operstive paragraph 5, of the words "in 1962" by
the words "as soon as possible”.

18. After & discuseion, the Committee recelved revised United States smendments
(A/C+3/L.8B0O/Rev,1), now sponsored by Colombia as well, to the Byelorussian draft
resolutlon. These amendments provided for the deletion of operatlve paragraphs 1

and 2 and the replacement of operative parvegraphs 3 and b by the following:

"3, Invites the World Health Orgenization to consider, in accordance
with artlicle IV of the Agreement between the United Natlons and the World
Health -Orgenization, what further steps may be taken to encourage effort
in the field of the control of cancerous dilseases;

"3A. Invites the World Health Orgenization to consider the advisabllity
of establishing and awarding prizes for cancer research according to the
following suggested schedule: ten prizes of $10,000 each to be awarded
every four years for the most outstending sclentific works in connexion
wilth the control of cancerous dlseases, the prizes to be known as
Uﬁited Nations prizes;

"k, Also invites the World Health Orgaenization to seek the full

support end scientific advice of the International Union against Cancer

for thils purpose.” )
19. (reece submitted sub-smendments (A/C.3/L.809) to the revised amendments by
Colembie and the United States of America (A/C.3/L.800/Rev.l). These sub-
amendments were subsegquently withdrawh, following the introduction of thé elght-

[ons
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20« Afghanistan, Ceylon, Greece, Iceland, Indla, Ireland, Mexico and the
Philippines submitted sub-smendments (A/C.3/L.810) to the revised amendments of
Colombia and the United States of America (A/Ce3/L.800/Rev.l). These sub-
smendments provifded for the replacement of peragreph 34 by the following text:
"Decldes to inetitube stitable prizes of the totel value of $100,000

to be awerded for the most oubtstanding sclentific research work in the causes

and control of cencerous diseases, and requests the Secretary-General to
arrenge for the awarding of the prizes during the next four yeers, on the
recommendation of the World Health Organization, and to renew thls award
periodically as long as it is considered necessary, the prizes to be known
as United Natlons prizes.”
2l. The representatlive of the Philippines suggested that the phrase "to be
placed at the disposal of the World Health Organizatlion” be inserted in the
eight-Power sub-amendments (4/C.3/L.810) betﬁeen the words "$100,000" and "to
be awarded”. He subsequently withdrew his suggestion.
22, At its 953rd meeting, the Commlttee voted ag follows on the proposals
before it:
(a) The eight-Power sub-amendments (A/C.3/L.810) were adopted by & roll-call
vote of 48 to 18, with 10 abstentlions. The voting was as follows:
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albenia, Austrie, Brazill, Bulgerilas, Burms,
Byelorussian Soviet Soclallst Republic, Cambodia, Canada,
Ceylon, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia,

Federation of Malaya, Flnlend, Chanaz, Greece, Guinea, Hungery,
Tceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Irelend, Jordan, Lebanon,
Iibveria, Libya, Mexlco, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan, Phillippines,
FPolend, Rcomania, Saudi Arabla, Sudan, Thalland, Tunlsla,
Ukrainien Soviet Soeialist Republie, Union of Soviet Sociallst
Republics, United Arab Republic, Venezuele, Yemen, Yugoslavia.
Against: Avstralia, Belglum, China, Colombla, Denmark, France, Haiti,

Italy, Iuxembourg, Wetherlands, New Zealend, Norway, Portugal,
Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Africe, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Americe.
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Abstaining: Argentins, Chile, Dominican Republic, Guatemals, Honduras,
Japen, Panama, Peiu, Spain, Urugusy.

(b) The vevised amendments submitted by Colcmbia and the United States of
America (A/C.3/L.800/Rev.1) as amended, were adopted by 65 votes to 1, with
10 ebstentlons.

(c) The revised draft resolution submitted by the Byelorussian Soviet
goelalist Republic (A/C.3/L.T72/Rev.l), as amended, was approved by a vote of
60 to none, with 15 abstentions.

Recommendation of the Third Committee

25. The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption
of the following draft resolution:

INTERNATTONAL ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
INTO THE COWIROL OF CANCEROUS DISEASES

The General Assembly,

Considering “that cencer is at present one of the diseases most dangerous to

mankind,

Recognizing the general deslre of all mankind to eliminete wide-spresd
cancerous diseases, - |

Noting with eapproval the useful work carried out by the Worldd Health
Organization, the International Union against Caencer and national organizatlons

for the control of cancerocus diseases,

Recognizing further that the national and Ilntermational efforts so far
undertaken for the control of cancerous diseases have not ylelded sufficiently
effective results,

Wishing to encourage further scientific efforts 1n this field in all

countries and international imstitutions,

Jene




1, Decldes to institute suiteble prizes of a totel value of $100,000 ~ the
prizes to be known es United Nations prizes - to be ewarded for the most
outstanding scientifie resesrch work in the casuses and control of cancerous
diseases, and requests the Secretary-General to arrenge for the awarding of the
prizes during the next four years, on the recommendstion of the World Bealth
Organization, and to renew this sward periodieally es long as it is considered
necessary; ' ,

2s  Invites the World Health Orgenization to conslder, in eccordance with
erticle IV of the Agreement between the United Nations end the World Health
Orgenlzation, what further steps may be taken teo encourage efforte in the fileld
of the control of cancerous diseasesy

3, Also invites the World Heslth Orgemization to seek the full support
and sclentific advice of the Interrmaticnal Union egeinet Cancer for this purpose;

4, Requests the World Heelth Orgonizetion to inform the United Netions
Cenerel Assembly es soon as possible of the progress achieved. in the control of

cancerous diseases.






