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l. The Fifth Committee, at its TlOth meeting held on 28 September 1959, snd at
its TLTth meeting held on 9 October 1959, considered the item entitled "Scale of
assessménts for the spportiomment of the expenses of the United Wations: repord
of the Committee on Contributions"”. The Fifth Committee hed before it the report
of the Committee on Contribution&l/and a report of the Secretary-General
(A/C.S/fTS) on the collection of contributlons as at 14 September 1959.

2. The Chairman of the Committee on Contributions, in introducing the Commlttee's
report, peid a tribute to Mr. Arthur S. Lall, who had been Cheirmen of the
Committee for six years. He drew attentlon to the two main questions dealt with
in the Committee's report:

(a) The assessment of the new Member State, the Republice of Guinea;

{b) Consideration, under General Assembly resolution 1308 B (XIII) of
10 December 1958, of the possibility of meking availlable to Member States. the
statisticel and other informstion at the Committee's disposal.

Asgessment of the Republic of Guines

3. The Cheirmen explained that the Committee on Contributions had taken into
account the exceptionelly difficult situation of the new Member State and had
recommended thet 1ts assessment should be the minimum of Q.04 per cent.® The
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existing United Nations scele of &ssessments was approved by the General Assembly
(resolution 1308 A (XIII)) for the three years 1959, 1960 and 1961 and, rether than
revising the three-year scale, the Committee had recormended that the assessment
of Guinea should be additional to the existing scale of 100 per cent. OShould the
Committee have to conslider the assessment of other new Members before the next
review of the scale to be underteken in 1961, the inclusion in the scale of the
assessment for Guinea could be re-exmmined. In the light of the General Assembly's
decisions in respect of the Member Stetes admitted in 1955, 1956 and 1957, the
Committee hed recommended that Guinea should contribute for 1958 - the year of

its admission t0 membership - one-ninth of the assessment for the full year.

4. The representative of Guines, referring to the economic difficulties of his
country as a newly independent State, asked that it be exempted from any
contribution'to the United Nations. His request was supported by the Ethlopian
delegation, After an explanamion by the Chairmen of the Committee on Contributions
that the General Assembly had established a minimum asssessment of 0.0% per cent

for a1l Member States, and that the Committee had no authority to go beyond it,

the representative of Guinea accepted the Committee's recommendstions for its
assessment.,

5. The Fifth Comuittee epproved unanimously the assessments recommended for

the Republic of Guinea.

Avallabillty of the date at the disposal of the Committee on Contributions

6. The Chairmen of the Committee on Comtributlons explained thet under General
Assembly resolution 1308 B (XITI) the Committee had considered the possibility
of meking available to Member States, on thelr request, the statistical and
other information at its dispoéal. As the séﬁtistics on esgtimates of national
income Werernot gtrictly comparable for all Member Stetes, the Committee had to
teke into account the varying quality of the available data and, before arriving
at its final assessments, to make, in the case of each country, a detailed

study of all relevant statistical and other economlc data at its disposal. The

conversion of the ngtional income estimatés into e common currency unit also
presented various difficulties affecting the compargbility of the data. The
material was complex and drawn from meny sources, end since a full report of the
Committee's deliberations could not be given, publicetion of the basic material
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.ght be misleading end entail dlscusslon of intricate and controversial issues
rich could not readily be resolved in a committee of more than elghty members.
r that reason, the General Assembly had appointed the Committee on Conmtributions,
small‘group-of experts. The Committee had, however, proposed (A/4112, paras.23)
@t Member States which so desired should be given access to the backgroﬁnd
cumentation on the basis of which thelr own assessments had been established.

At the T17th meeting of the Fifth Committee, the followimg Graft
solutiﬁu AfC.5/1.568) was submitted jointly by Ecuador and Venezuela:

The General Assembly,

- Considering the wish expressed by certaln Member States that their
representetives should have access to the statisticel and other information
at the disposal of the Committee on Contributions,

. Having examined the report of the Committee on Contributions in this
connexion (A/%112, section IV),

- Considering thet while in principle the material at the disposal of the
Committee on Conmtributions should be gvailable to all Mermber States, there
are practical difficulties, as pointed out by the Committee, in the way of
general disclosure of the information in question,

Notes with approval the suggestion by the Committee on Contributions
that all the statistical and other Ffactual informetion pertaining to the
assessment of any individusl Member State should, omn its request, be made
available to that Member;

Becommends that the Committee on Contributions review this matter
periodically, so that, as far as the Committee deems 1t feasible, any fubure
requests for information from representatives of Member States wishing to
acguaint themselves with other statistical informetion and supplementary
materisl used by the Committee as & basis for its recommendations mey be

granted.

In introducing the draft resolutlicn, the representative of Ecuador recalled
reasons which, 1ln 1958, had prompted certain delegations to request thet
sideration be given to the possibllity of meking an arrangement whereby Member
tes might, on their request, acquaint themselves with the material on which the
nittee'on Contributions based the scale of assessments. The proposed arrangement
magking avallable to Member States the information on which their own
zssnents had been based constituted a step Fforwvard. Under that arrengement,
aver, a Member State whose assessment had been increased would not be able to

wre 1ts own assessment with that of ancther country whose economic situation
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might be similer. The Committee had advanced cogent arguments for not meking “
available to all Member States the vwhole of the materisl at its disposal, drawing
attention in particular to the practical difficultles involved and to the fact
that the Committee had been grauted discretionary power in the evaluation of any
of the relevant factors. Account had been taken in the draft rescolution of all
those points,

9. A number of delegatlons expressed support for the draft resolution as
representing a reasonable compromise that met the requirements of certain
delegations and paid due regard to the observations of the Committee on
Contributions. Other delegations stressed that the establishment of the scale
vas a complex matter involving not only statisticel material but also factors of
Judgement. Without reference to those facktors, the material at the disposal of
the Committee might be misleading, and, as the Committee on Contributions had
pointed out, there would be no practicable method of acquainting Member States
with all the considerations that guided it in the preparation of the scale.
Furthermore, as the material was voluminous, it might prove difficult for Member
Stetes to undertake a sufficlently detailled study of the data, and they might
reach conclusicns based on inadequate information. The complexity of the task
was one of the main reasons why it had been entrusted to the Committee on
Contributions, a small group of experts whoee compebence snd impartiality hed
always been recognized. There was the further consideration that, were access

to all the material to be authorized, Member States might be reluctant to continue
supplying confidential informetion to the Committee on Contributions. That would
have an adverse effect on the work of the Committee and, in the last enalysis, on
the scale of assessments. For those reasons, many delegetions favoured the
existing system, which had worked satisfactorily for many years.

10. Some delegations, while not opposed to the draft resolution, had certain
reservations with regard to the wording of the third preambular peragraph and the
second operative parsgraph. They were not convinced thet it would be desirable
to adopt the principle that the material at the Committee's dlsposal should be
made aveilable to all Member States. The phrase in the second operative paragraph
"as far as the Committee deems 1t fessible" might also be open to differing
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interpretations. In reply to guestions raised, the Chairman of the Committee on
Contrivutions pointed out that if the principle laid down in the third preambular
paragraph vas adopted, Member States might insist on the principle and assume

that it was for the Committee on Contributions to solve the practlcal difficulties.
11. In the course of the discussion, seversl oral amendments were proposed snd
drafting suggestlons made in comnexion with the third preambular and second
operative paragraphs of the draft resolution. The representative of Ecuador
agreed, on behalf of the sponsors, to the following revised text of the two
paragraphs:

Thlrd preambulsr parsgraph

"Considering that while it would be desirable if the material st the
disposal of the Committee on Contributions could be made availeble to all
Member States, there are practical difficultles, as pointed out by the
Committee, in the way of general disclosure of the information in gquestion."

Second operative paragraph

"Recommends that the Commitiee on Contribubtions review this matter
periodically so that, at the discretion of that Committee, any future
reguests for pertinent informstion from representatives of Member States
wishing %o acquaint themselves with other statistical information and
supplementary factual meterial used by the Committee &3 a basis for its
recommendations may be granted."”

12. The representative of the United Arab Republic suggested the addition of
the phrase "subject to the consent of the countries concerned" after the words
"at the discretion of that Committee” in the second operative paragraph. The
amendment was considered unnecessary by the representetive of Ecuador, since it
must be assumed thet the Committee on Conbtributions would consult with Member
States before releasing confidentiel information supplied by them in connexion

with their assessments.

Decisions of the Committee

15. A% the request of the representative of India, the third preambulsar paragraph
and the second operative paragreph of the draft resolution were voted on
separately.‘

The third preambular parsgraph, as amended, was adopted by 42 votes to 16,
with 8 abstentions.
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The second operative paragraph, as emended, was sdopbed by hl votes to 1k,
with 10 sbstentions.

The draft resoluticn ae a whole, as amended, was adopted by 4l votes to ome,
with 20 abstentions.,

Becommendations of the Fifth Committee
1%, The Fifth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following draft resolutions:

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES
OF THE UNITED RATIONS

it

The General Assembly

Resolves thgtﬁ

1. For the years 1959, 1960 and 1961 the assessment for Guinea
shall be 0.0k per cent, which shall be in addition to the scale of
essessments of 100 per cent conteined in paragreph 1 of General Assembly
resolution 1308 A (XIII) of 10 December 1958, and shell be applied to the
same bases of aseessment as for all other Member States;

2. Guineé, vwhich became a Member of the United Wations on
12 December 1958, shall contribute for the year of admissicn to menmbership
an smount equsl to one-ninth of 0.0k per cent applied to the net budget
for 1958;

3. The advance to the Working Capital Fund by Guinea, under
regulation 5.8 of the Financial Reguletions of the United Natioms, shall be
0.0k per cent of the total smount of the Fund snd shell be carried as an
advence additlonal to the suthorized level of the Fund pending the inclusion
of the rate of assessment for Guines In the scaele of 100 per cent.
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The General Assembly,

Congidering the wish expressed by certain Member States that thelr
representatives should have access to the statistical and other information
atlthe disposal of the Committee on Contributions,

Having examined the report of the Committee on Contributions in this
coﬂnexion,g/

| Congidering that, while it sould be desirable if the materisl at the
diSposal of the Committee on Contributions conld be made available to all
Member States, there are prectical difficulties, as pointed out by the
Comﬁittee, in the way of generel disclosure of'the information in question,

1. THotes with approval the suggestion by the Commlttee on Contributions
that all the statistical and other factual information pertaining to the
essesgment of ary individusl Member State should, on its requeat, be made
available to that Member;

' 2. Recommends that the Cowmittee on Contributions review this matter
pericdiecelly, so that, at the discretion of that Commitiee, any future
requests for pertinent informetion from representatives of Member States
wishing to acguaint themselves with other statistical information and
supplenentary factual materisl used by the Committee as = basie for its

. recommendations mey be granted.

—— o -

Official Records of the General Assembly, Fourteenth Session, Supplement
No. 10 (A/4112), section IV.






