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IjETIM DfiED ].2 SETM/ImR J-961 FROM [I{E SERMANE]{:r 8X?RESi{'ltrTitVES
oF AUSTRALIA, CAIfADA, CEytON, CYTRUS, FEDERI\ItrON 0F MALAYA, G]rANA,
INDIA, NEW ZEALAT\D, lVlGmIA, pg]fiSlrAlf AND THE IJNITED IffNGDOM 0F
GREtrT BRf,ITAIN AND NORTHIBN IBSI.AND TO STIE T]}IITED NAT'IONS ADDRES$F;D

TO ITHN SSCBETASY-GIISEBAI

't^Ie have the bonour, ,on lostructions from our respective Governmente, to
transmlt to you the statement on dlsarnament whlch vas agreed betveen the Srime

I!4lntsters of these Comonvealth Governments and- of South Afrlca (at the. time a
menber of the Colmo rea.lth ) e,t thelr aeeting in London on 1? March 1961. I'le shoul-d.

be gratefuJ- lf thls letter and. Jts enclosure coul-d be circulated for the lnformation

of all Menbers of the Unltgd. Nations as a d.ocment of the General Aosenbly. anA of
the Disarmanent Co@Lssion.

(st+sg) J. Pilm{SOUt
C..S.A. RTTCEIE
G'. }.IAT,,AT,ASEIG3A
4.. AKSTI.IAC
N.A. KSMIL

ALex QUATSON- SACKEY
u. tr. irftA
M. NOBRTSII

Zafrul-La KHAN
Patrick DEAITI

AlhaJi liuha:mad $GIIffiIIMA Pe:manent Representatlve of Nlgerla

Pemanent Repre s entattve of AustraLia
Pexeaaent Representatlve of Canada
Peruanent Representatlve of Ceyl-on
for Peruanent Representatlve of Gyprus
Perroanent Bepresentatlve of Fed.eratlon of

l4alaya
Permanent RepreseEtattve of Ghana
Pernsnent Bepresentatlve of fndia
fo" Perdanent Sepresentatlve of Nev Zealand

Perrrenent Repre sentatlve of ?aklstan
Perr.anent Bepresentetlve of the unlted.

Kl.ngAcm of Great Brltaln and Northem
Ireland
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STAIIEMENT ON DISARI\4AMUIT

agr.e-ed. by Comonlrealth hdne }llrxisters

J:7 Mardn f96L

1. The aLm rqust be tg achieve total- vorld-dd.e dlsarnament, subject to effectlve
ifrspection aJ3d. cont"ol.
2. In vle'vl of, the slaughter and. destructlon ertrterlenced in so-called.
nccn:ventLonaLrr wars antl of the dlfflculty of ?reventlng a conveDtional. llar, once

stafted., from d.eveloplng lnto a nucLear ?ar, our al.m rm:.st. be nothllg Less than the
conpl-ete abolltlon of the raear:s of liaglng ler of ary H.nd.

Pf-nclg]eg

1, An agreeeent for thl.s 1ruqpo6e shou].d. be negotlated. &s soon as po6slbl-e, on the
basl-s of, the fo].]-owing pd-ncipi-es -

(a) nf:- national- armed forc"es, !rxd. A:manents must. be retluced" to the LeveJ-s

ag?eed to be neceosaltr ror ffi#ni>securlty.
(t) Once starbed., the procees FEs-rrnarunt should. be contitxued. rdthout
interruptlon until lt ls conpl-eted., subJect to veriflcatlon at each stage that
alL parties are du.ly carrT.lng out their undertaldngs.
(") The ellninatlon of nucl-ear end. conventlonal arnaments must be so phased.

that at no stage rdLL any courtry or group of corntrles obtaln a slgd.ficart
nll-itartr advantage.
l'd I Th ?acha^+ 

^P\u,, r! reoluuu wr each pha6e there shou-]-d. be established-, by agreement,

effectlve rna,chinery of lnspectlon, 'wbich should come lnto operatlon
slEultaneously vlth the phese of dtsa]:Ioament to whlch lt rel.ates.
(e) ntsamanent shoul-d. be carrled- out aB rapldly as posslble ib progressive

, stages, wlthln spectfled. periods of tlme,
(t) at the approprlate stage, a substantial and adequately ereed ldlltary
force shoul-d. be establlshed., to preveBt aggreselon and. enforce observailce of
the dLsarnsment agreement; a,nd. an lnten:atlona1 autho"lty sboultl be created.,

In assoclatlon rdth the Unlted. Natlons, to control thls force anal. to ebsure

that it 1s not used fo" any pr-irpose tnconslstent .vrlth the Charber. 
/...
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4. 0n the basts of the above prlncipl-es, lt should be posslble, glven goodrrtfl-

on both sltles, to reconcile, the present dlfferences of approach betveen the
different plans put forward-.

Nggotlatlons

5. The princlpal- ni.litary Poters €houJ.d. resrme dlrect negotlatlons tcithout delay
in cl-ose contact n1th the Unlted. Natl-on6, ffhich ls re6pon6lble for dlsaroament

und-er the Cbarber. SJ.nce peace 1s the concern of the vho]-e !rorld., other nations
shou].d. a].so be associated. lrl.th the disamanent negotiatlons, either Alrectly on

th"ough sone special- nachlnery to be set up by the Untted Nations, or by both
!r9an6 .

6. Sid.e tU 6td.e ldth the tr)olltlcal- negotlations, erperts shouLd. starb norking out

the detalls of the inepection systens requl-red. for the neagures of dlsa.rnanent

appLicable to each stage, i.n acco?d.ance $'lth the practlce adopted. at the Geneva

N1uc]-ea" Tests Conference.

7. Every effort shoul-d. be nad.e to secure rapid agreeloent to the pesmanent

bannlng of nucl-ear veapons testg by alL nattons and. to arra,ngements fo" verifylng
the observaDce of the agreeuent. Sueh an agreement Ls urgent, since otherwlse

flrrther cor:ntries nBy 6oon becone nuclear Povers, 'nhich yould lncrease the danger

of va^T and. furbher compllcate the probl-em of [Lsarmaroent, Moreover, arl agreemebt

on nucl-ear test6, apart fron its dtrect advantages, vould- provlde a polrerftLl

psychological inpetus to agreement over the rrlder fieLd of disamament.

B. Disa^ttgnent v-lthout inspectlon wou-1d be as ucacceptable a,s lnspection wlthout
disarnaEent. Dlsarnanetrt and lnspection are integral parts of the same questl.on and

nlust be negotlated. togptherj and both must be ned.e as complete and. effective
as ls h'unanly posslble. It nust, ho'wever, be recognized. tlrat no safeguard.s can

prouid.e l-0O per ceat protectlon agatnst error or treachery. NeverLhele ss,

the risks lnvolved. ln the process of disaxrament must be balanced agaLnst the r16kg

lpvolved- ln the contLnuance of the arms rece.

9. It ls arguable whether the arms race-16 the cause or the result of distrust
tetveetr nations. Bub it ls clea" that the probtens of d.lsarmament and tntelaationa].
confid.ence are cl-osely l-inked. Therefore, vhlLe st"lv:ing fo" the abolltlon of
aInasents, alL nations mlst actively endeavour to reduce tenElon by helping to
renove ottrer causes of frlctlon andL susnlcioa.




