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BUDGETT ESTTMAIES FOR rHE FTNANCTAL ru,+n r95z

Mod-ernlzatlon of the Palals des Natlons

Co@l-ttee tlve and
session

1. The Ad.rrlsory Ccrmittee on Adml.nlstratlve and Budgetary Questions bas

consltlexed a report of the Secretary-General (t',/C.S/Bll) on the progress nad-e 1n

respect of the [odemizatlon of the Pa]-ais d.es Natlons, as approved in GeneraL

Assenbly resolutlons ffOJ. (Xf) of 2J February Lg57 snd f41+? (fv) of

! Decenber 1!!!. [hls natter was also exaloil1ed. by the Advisory connlttee dlrrrlng

lts 6un1er sesslon on the basis of an lbterlm report and .I{as the subJect of 
t I

provisl.onal- conment ln the Coml.ttee! s report on the budget estlmates fot 1962.:l

2" The report of the Seeretary- General st€,tes that the flrst part of the pJ-a::,

relatLng to conference rooms and. anclllary servlces, ha,s been coropleted v:itLin

the $59Or0CO authorl.zed for thls purpo6e. Eoqeverr 1n the case of the second

part of the pl-a-n, vhich concerns the Assenbly EaLL area, lt ts {ndicated that
the all)roved estl-mate of $l-r2oo, ooo wl]-l be exceed.ed. by some $e9t, oOO.. 0f tbls
amormt, $Bf, OOO has been coEnitted for work alsea<1y und.erbahen In l-961. The

concurrence of the Aduisory Connlttee in the latter erpenditu?e was sought alrd.

obtalned at the tine and has been forual-\r approred. by the Flfth Conmlttee at
its B4Bth roeetlng on l+ October as part of the eupplementary estlmates for 196L.

The ba:-ance of $210, OOo is betng subnitted. as a revlsed estlnate for 1952 ri::d.er

sectlon 7"
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t. The Ad.vlsory Comittee has beeo lnfo:sed. that the work on the AsseubJ-y FaJ-l-

area coruuenced on 1 JuIy 1960 and. 1t was not rmtLl- Juae ag6L tbat. it i{as losslble
to na.he a"n accurate and complete anafysls of the actuaL costs lnvolved ln the
eonpletlon of the total proJect. At ths,t tLme, l-t became cl-ear that, although
every effort vas o€d e to keep ex;rendltures lrlth!: the approved. I lmlt througb
the use of alternatlve constructlon tecbnlques and raterlals, colap]-etlon of the
fpll plan as envl.saged. vould requl"e the app"opriatioa of addltl-onal fi.rnd.s.

4. Tbe nain factors glvlng rlse to the tncreased- Iequ:irenent of $2911000, @ey

be sl@arlzed. as foll-o'ws:
(") The necessity to speed. utr) al]. pba,ses of the constructlon vork on the

Assetlbly Eal]. end to effect certeln teeporary iastallatlons 1n ord.er to be ready
in tlme for the openlng of the General_ Conference of the IntematLonal Isbour
Organlsatlon trr Jr:ne f96f ($Z5,OOO);

(t) Unforeseen d.lfflcu-l-ties eDeountered- Ln undertaklng constructior. lr.ork,
such a,s the need. to excavate through hard rock and lrasonry to rel-ocate and
re-construct alr-cordltionlng aad el-ectrlcal ducts ($gOrooo);

(c) Increased. costs for l-abou" and. uateriaLs slnce tbe estlmates vere
approved- ($Bo,ooo);

(a) The ad.Justnent a,nd. revlsion of o"iglnaL constructton pl-ars, the need.

for vhlch onfy beca&e apparent as work progressed ($gOrOOO);

(.) Ad.d.ltlonal ex;:end.ltures due to a cbenge 1n the converslon rate betveen
the Srl"l-ss franc and. the dolLar ($61 000),

5. SLnce the d.etalled. cost enalysls of the nork uod.erbaken by June 1!61
lndlcated. that co@ltments aLready entered. lnto vould. et laust a,valLabLe fulds,
1t lras d.eclded. to suspead. further na.lor projects untl]. 6uch tlme as the General
Assembly had. had an opportmlty to re-exanlne the sltuatLoo. The analysls
revealed., at the sa,ne tl-@e, tbat obllgatlons and- expentlltEes up to nid-1951
had- akead.y lnvo1ved. a,l: unavoldabl-e increase of sone $81r 00O above the approved
leveJ-, the concu??ence of the Ad.vlsory Ccmittee for ad.dLtlot1a]. exlend.itrEes in
thls a,sount vas, therefore, sought and. granted, as noted. Ln laragraph 2 above.
6. fhe present request for an addltlona]. approprlatlon of $etOroOO In :962
for tbe rmcoupleted, porblon of the Ass€Eably Hei-3- area tr)f.a.ll, 1s beBed. on the
assl)Ilptlon that approval- nou].d. be greDted. sufflclently early ia the autr::m
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of 196L, so that the nork couId. be Etarted. ln January L962 afud ful-ly conpl-etetl

ln the course of that yeer. The Advlsory Co@lttee bas been give]l the assurence

that pend.lng sucb approval no co@ltaents are belng eutered lnto wl-th regard to

thls vork; however, the archttects of tbe Pale.ls are pretrarlng the necessary

plans anil ord.ers lr'hlch qouf.d. enable fu@ed.late actLon to be teken as soon as the

General AssmbJ.y has teken lts declslon.

7. the work wblch remalns to be ilone ts described 1:e laragraph LL of the

Secretary-Oeneral-t s reporb (ilC.SlW). The proJecte lavolved are the coelpletl-on

of the Aesenbry EaLl. ($regrooo), confeteace room XVI ($h5rooo), a,nd. the second

fl-oor area ($15rroo). Io splte of thelr tncompLete state, theee areas are

aFeady ln use.

8. It w1lt be recalled. that 1n te'"6g of General Assenbly ?esolution l-44? (xIV)

the total" origlllaL lrogratlne 1n tbe amormt of $lrT90r000 l*as to be flnanceal by

budget provielons durlng the lerlod- l-957 to LJ66 a's fol].ow6:

L9r7 to L962 -
L96t
L964 to :-966 -

$L,79oio0g

9. The current proposel-s, lf approved.r $ouJ.d. lncrease the totaL cost of the

prograrBBe ffoll $1r'rgOrOOO to $210811000 and vould. thereby entaLl a 
"evislon 

of 
I

the provislons of the reso.lutLon concenoed. fr the Secretary-General-l s report, 
I

, tUu fo1].o*tng chalxges to the approved fllmnclug pJ-an are proposed.:

i (u) That the ].g6L hstahent be ralsed to $2o2rooo (f.e. $:-zr, ooo provided 
I

I

i ftr tnu reguLar budget for 1961 1u accordence with reeolutl.on 14lr'7 (tCv), v"ftn a 
I

] supploentarT aBlroprlatl-on la the amorrat of $Srrooo);
i (t) [hat tbe ]-962 tustalsent be raised to $rr1, ooo (r.". $ur, o0o elreadv 

I

i
i :.o tU" budget esttuates for p62, ln accordl,arce w"ltb resolutlon 1447 (xfv), u-:-tn
I

| $efo, ocO to be approprlated- as a revised. estlnate und.er sectlon 7 of t;!le L962

I tupget).

i. J.o. In support of tb:[s proposal, the fo].Lo$'lng aspects bave been atressed!
I
I (") The reeainlng proJects, if s.uthorizea, wiIL be coEpl-eted ln the courBe

| ot f962 and the related. biJJs preeentetl before the end. of tbat vear;

i'
1T, , "'
d

I
I
1,

lrt_

total $?261000
total $l-rLr000
total- $PlJ,ooo

$121rooo
$]-r1rooo
$rLL, o00

e.naue,1

t
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(l) It has afready been necessary to have 
"""o,o". to the Worklng Capltal

Fund. to neet actual erpend"ltures as d.istlnct froe obligations, and this need.

ls expected to continue;
(o) Flnanclng of the add.lttonal costs by lncreased credlts ln 1961 anO. L!6a

vould avold. uDdue e)rtenslon of the pe"iod. duri.g i,rhlch the worklng capltaL tr'uncl

would. need. to be used.i lt yiJJ- also enabre exlsting a"Tangenents for reimburslng
the l-oan from the Srl:iss Fed.eral CormctP to be ualntaibed.,
IL, Shou-ld. the present proposals be approved., the flnsnclng of the tbtal p'lan
wll-l- be effected ln the manner set forth in the annex to the secretary- Generalr s

reporb.

L2. Ehe Advlsory Ccmnlttee has received d.etall-ed. lnfo matLo:l on the teehnlcal
aspects of the ad.d.ltlonal requirenents that have arlsen ejod ls satlgfled. as to
thelr necesslty. It nould varn, howeve?, that improvements to prerlses rnay be

consldered, ln practice, to lave no llnlt ldtb the passage of tlme. Wltbln ttte
conte:rb of the present nod.ernizatlon p1an, 1t ts essentlal that a specLfic polnt
of completlon shou]-d. be arrlved at.
Lt. The Ad.visory Comolttee has ascerbalned. that, as a result of the mod.ernLza.f,Ion

scheme that has been undertahen ln the course of the paet fou-" years, the present
capaclty of the Pal-als to accoemodate a naJor conference ls as follovs:

(") fhe Assembly Eal]. can hol-a! up to 12O d.e]-egatlons on the basis of four
representatives per d.eJ-egation at the table and four ad.vi-sers seated. behlnd.; thls
HaLL couId also be used. as a Corcittee room since all- tables are fltted. with
uicrophones.

(t ) Comlttee rooms XVI, XV and )fiI can ho.ld up to t 20 delegatlons on the
basis of one representative per d e.Legatlo[ at the tab]-e aDd. one adviser behind.

I

Ia terus of resolutlon J.lQL ()A) of 2T February 1957, the Seeretary-General
vas authorlzed- to aceept the offer by ,6he Sqiss Fed.eral Couracll_ of an
interest-free Loan of 4 nillJon Swlss francs to asslst ln the execution of
the nodernlzation pl€ll.

tt
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(") Co:ronittee rooms V, VII and )CV can hoLd. 11O d.elegatlons on the bas16

of one represeutatLve per d.elegatLon at the table ard one atlvlser betxintl. llhese

roocrs could. be expanded. to hoJd 12o delegatlons by mi.aor reconstruction, at
reasonable cost, to provid.e a eodest €dtlltlon to the fl-oor spece. There io,
fu"thermore, a posslblJ:Lty that by more exbenslve reconstructlon, at coDsiderably

hlgher cost, roons V and )lIV could. be transfonned lnto the l-argest CotmLttee

ereas $bLch vou.ld. be avalJ.abJ.e ln the PaLals; the tectrolcal. fea sibi-Alty of Buch

reconstruction, hovever, has stl1l to be establlshed.
14. fbus lt appeare tbat, at the cost of sone reductlon 1n the exbent of

7t
faclLlties as avallabl-e to d.elegatl-ons at Eead.quarters l:: Nen Yorkr/ the

extr)a,nsJ-on of confereoce space at tbe Pal.als has nad.e lt FossibLe eveotualJ-y to
ho1d. a sesslon of the Geoeral AssembJy ln Geneva. At the sare tlmer lt must be

recognlzed that d, pr.ob].en cou.Id. arise 1n respect of offlce space to house speclal
General- Assembly ser\dclDg staff, a sltuatlor. rqblch is not 'llkely to be

alLevlated. to ary naJor exbent untlL the Worl-tL Eealth or€aDlzatiotl vacates the

offlces currentl-y occupled- by lt ln tbe Palals Ln 19611.

Recomnendatlons of the 4d]tlqerl" qQ!E!:!qEee !

L5. SubJect to its co@.ents 1n laragraph L2 above, the Advleory Ccmittee

recomend.g an additlonaL approprlatlon of $21Or 0Oo rmd.er sectlon 7 for a96z as

"equestec. 
by tbe Secretary-General in docunent A/C.5/8n for the connpletlon of

the nodernlzatlon of the Pal-alg d.es Netlons, in accorilance v1th the pl€J] app"oved.

ln resolutlons LL01 (yil) ano :-\,+Z (xW).

lo panagrapbs 18 to 22 of the Secreta,rJr-General' s reporb

(t/c.S/gn) to three addltlonal proJects vhLch fal1 outside the ecope of the

mod.e:llllzatlon plar' as aplroved.. Tbey relate'rro tbe follov-lDg:
(") hovision of nev offlce space;

(t) Pe:manent fi:rnlshlnge fo? the entrarce haIL on the eecond. fl-oor of
the Assenbly b1ock3

In the Ccrrrnlttee ro@s, acco!@odatlon for obsevversr Fress and- publlc wil].
elso be of a l:linl.ted. nat're. 

|...

Other reLated. proJects

16. . Reference is made
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(") Eguipnent and fi;rulshlng of rvorklng space 1n the Aoseub1y EaLL a,rea

for the lnfo3uatlon serrices 8lod. for representatlTes of publtc
lnfornetlon nedla.

f7. Tn vier,r of tb.e curf,ent flnanclal- sLtuatLon of the Organlzatton, e:rl)endlture
proposa].s hE,ve been ].ilnlted to vhat ls actual-Ly need.ed. to couplete the
mode:$tzatlon programBe a6 approved. and., theref,ore, no l-mediate bud.getary

lncrease ls proposed. to cover the add.ltlonat proJects referred to ln the precedlng
paragxaph wlth the exceptlon of fte.n (a). As 

"ega"d.s 
ften (t), the Adqisory

Ccrrmittee bas been infomed that tnT\orary arrangements have been nade, using
equipoent already avalLab].e ln the Pa1als. As for lten (c), two reasonably
satlsfactory rad.lo broad.casting Btudlos are 1n exlstence and. can be suBpleneoted
by the lnstallatlon of tenporary stud.los qhenever necessary.
LB, As regard s ttem (a), the report of the SecretarSr-Geaeral (A,/C.Z/Btt, para. 19)

recal-Ls that lnereased- d.lfficu1tles arlslng from inadequate office s?ace have

been e:rperienced ln the PeJ-a,1s, uore particularly durhg the perlods of heaw
conference actirity. fire proposal- to convene ln the Palals tn L962 the Unlted

Natlons Conference on the Appllcatlon of Sclence a,Dd Technolory for the Benefit
of the Less-DeveJ.oped. Ar:eas u::d erlines the urgent need. for these offtces. A pler
ha6 therefore been cleveJ-oped. for tbe constructlon of, twenty- elx additional
perraanent offlces to be sltueted. ove" Conference room X\i-I, at a cost of $12Or 00O

and fourteen tenlorary offlceo at a eost of $10, O0O, A bud.getary provlslon 1l1

the related. anor:nt of $t5OrOOO has beea includ.ed. ln tbe estiuates for that
confe"ence (t/ c.S/eft) .

L9. In lts relort on the flnanelal- impLlcatlons of the ScLentl-flc Conference

(l/l+gl.g), the 'Adrrloory Comittee accepts the need- for the eddJ.tlc,naJ. offlees,
but recom,end.s that only $l-0r 000 of the cost of thel" coastructlon Elght properly
be charged- to the Conference bud.get; this vou-Ld. provid.e for the lnetallatlon of
the fourbeen tcrnforary offices referred. to above. Ie vlerc of the fact tbat the
other tventy-slx offlces lrould becoue a pernanent asset of the Organization,
the Ad.vl-sory Coml.ttee reccmxnead s that their cost be uet by an add.ltlonal- credtt
of $12orooo und.er sectlon J.




