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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Fahmy (Egypt), Vice-Chairman, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 71, 72 and 73 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE AND CDNS ID ERAT ION OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ITEMS

Mr. TANASIE (Romania) I The strengthening of international peace and

secur.ity has always been the main concern of peoples Rll over the world, but in our

times it has become more and more crucial for the fate of mankind owing to the

qreat chanqes that have taken place in the last few decades and are tRking place

now in the world situation and the balance of forces. In that context, all

activities of the United Nations aimed at strengthening peace and security in our

world are welcome and demanded with great hope by the Member States and their

peoples.

Indeed, certain positive steps have been taken in the past years towards

disarmament and the opening of negotiations between the two military groupings -

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Warsaw Pact - and certain conflictFl

are in the proceRs of being resolved by negotiation. However, we must frankly say

that those steps hl\ve not brought about a radical change in the international

situation and have not led to new think~ng and a new policy with regard to the

1"Iollltion of the complex problemc confront'.inq the contemporary world.

The i:lterna t ional cUma te continues to be very complex and serious. The iums

race, inclUding the nuclear-arms race, is continuinq. The world economic situation

is deterioratinq, mainly for the developing countries, and the gap between the poor

and the riCh countries is deepeninq, thus accentuating the contradictions between

them. New attempts are now being made to destabilize some countries and to

p.ndanger peaceful coexistence among countries with different social systems based
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on respect for independence and sovereignty, non-interference in domestic affairs,

and observance of each nation's right to choose its path of development without any

outside interference. It has been generally recognized that all those pheno1l'ena of

CUt rent international life are very seriol's obstacles to the strengthening of peace

and security.

Romania has always taken an active part in the international community's

efforts to promote international peace and security. It has consistently supported

the General Assembly resolutions adopted under the agenda items now being

considered by the First Committee. We commend the efforts made by the non-aligned

countries for the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of

Intern-! tional Securi ty. We welcorre and join the basic call conta ined in the draft

resolutions devoted to those items. Indeed, my country fully subscrihes to the

call ae:tdressed to all Stat.es to refratn from the use or threat of the use of force,

intervention, interference, aggression, foreign occupation and colonial domination,

or measures of poll tical and economic coerc ion tha t viola te the sovereignty,

territorial integrity, independence and security of other States, as well as the

permanent sovereignty of peoples over their natural resources.

It is our firm belief that all States should promote a policy of peacefUl

coexistence, detente and co-operation, irrespective of their economic or military

POwer, political and social systems, or size and geographical location, and that

they should refrain from any action contr,sry to those requirements.

At the same time, there is an imperative need to respect the personality of

other States and their inalienable riqht to choose and promote freely the system

and ways of their political, social, economic and cultural development and to take

part in international economic co-operation in conditions of equality and

non-discrimination.
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We are fUlly convinced of the negative impact on international security of the

maintenance and deepening of underdevelopment and economic discrepencies in their

most various forms, as well as of the discriminatory practices of conditioning and

differentiating in relations among States. It is therefore necessary to emphasize

the obligation of all States to refrain from .~y act of interference, direct or

indirect, for any reason whatsoever, in the internal or external affairs of other

States, and from any measure of coercion in order to force other States to choose a

particular way of social arid economic development. Given the complexity of the

international situation, greater relevance should be attributed to economic issues

in a global approach to security for the future.

Nobody can ignore the fact that one of the most important problems of current

international life is underdevelopment and the requirement for new relations and a

new world political and economic order. There is no doubt that the nations will

not tolerate the current state of affairs much longer, and that an end should be

put to the neo-colonialist policy of domination by the international monopolies and

international financial capital. A new policy should be promoted, a policy of

equality and co~peration, of eliminating underdevelopment, and of creating

conditions for the socio-economic development of all nations, primarily the

developing countries. That is the only way to ensure the stability of the world's

economy and the progress, well-being, freedom and independence of all nations.
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We reaffirm our view that the denocratization of international relations is

today urgently necftssary to enable, under condi tlons of independence, the full

development and independence of all States, as well as the ettainment of genuine

security, peace ~d co~peration in the world, and we stress our firm belief that

the Uni ted Na tions offers the best framework for the a ttainment of those g08 Is.

In view of the problems of our times, small and medium-sized countries,

including deVeloping and non-aligned countries, should play a markedly bigger role

in finding solutions to all world problems. Complex matter.s, including those of

nuclear disarmament, cannot be solved by two great Power~ or by a few States' they

can be solved only through the active participation of all countries and peoples.

1bday, more than ever, it is necessary to increase the role of the United Nations

and other international bodies in finding solutions to these complex issues, with

the equal partlcipa tion of all countr ies. RoT.lan ia is firmly determined to make its

full contribution to perfecting and increasing the role of the United Nations and

other international bodies.

The multilateral framework offered today by the United Nationa is inseparable

fran efforts to bu Ud a system of in terna tional peace and secur! ty capable of

harmonizing, within and through the activities of the world Organization, the

actions of all members of the international comJnun1ty.

One cannot deal with the strengthening of international security without

paying due attention to regional security, as an integral part of overall actions

to achieve a genuine global system of security. In this context, it is quite

natural that Romania attaches the utmost importance to European security and

co-operation and to security and co-operation in the Medi teranean region.

Romania believes that co-operation, security and disarmament in Europe should

be achieved on the basis of unwavering respect for the pri~ciples of complete
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equaU ty an~ respect for the BOC ial system in each country. Co-opera tion should

lea~ not to the weakening of one country or another, but to the development an~

progress of each nation. We advocate many-sided co-operation in all areas,

co-operation that should open up the prospect of a united Europe of free and

indepen~nt na tions. Today and in the long term, preserving and strengthening the

national independence of European countries, as of all other countriea, is the only

realistic way towards broad co-opera tion and the progress of each na tion.

Certainly there can be various approaches to the achievement of European unity.

We believe that we should start from the need to co-operat.e and t.o brinq the

European peoples clos3r to each other, on the basis of st.rengthening and developing

each national State and each nation. Such an approach means not isolation, but.

broad co-operation.

My country is in favour of firm a'=ltion to at.tain broad co-operation in the

Balkans and to turn our region into a zone free of nuclear and chemical we~pone and

of foreign military bases. We advocate the expansion of oo-operation. Together

wi th our nei ghbour '" and all the countries in the Balk ans, and even in the Danube

basin, we are ready to attain all aspects of broad co-operation, which can open up

the path to the gradual elimina tion of all kinds of obstacles and to rapprochement

and the development of oo-operation between our nations.

As to disarmament rna t.t.ers, my delega tion would emphasize that the negotia t.ions

between the Soviet Union and the United States on a 50 per cent reduction of

strategic nuclear arms are indeed very importont. But it is necessary to take as a

point of depart.ure the necessity to achieve an agreement on halting nuclear tests

and the production of new nuclear arms and to est.ablish t.he shortest term for the

tot.al elimination of those weapons. Accordingly, Romania proposes the conclusion,
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with the participation of all European countries, of a general agreement on the

elimination of all nuclear arms from Europe by 1995.

Romania also believes that all States participating in the Vienna negotiations

should act with a sense of responsibility to reach as soon as possible ~m agreement

on reducing conventional weapons to the lowest level.

In a more general context, my delegation has already had the opportunity to

discuss the subject in detail in the course of the consideration of the group of

agenda items on disarmament. The achievement of general and complete disarmament -

starting with nuclear disarmament - under strict international control would be an

important element for real peace and effective international security at both the

global and the reg ional level.

The burning, pressing question of the peacefUl settlement of disputes is

another matter of major concern to the international community. Deeply concerned

by the persistence of numerous conflicts that ser ious ly threa ten international

peace and security, Romania has consistently prollDted its well-known initiatives on

the peaceful settlement of disputes. Very recently a new f9801ution sponsored by

59 countries has been adopted on this Bubiect. It calls upon Member States t.o make

full use of the framework provided by the United Nations for the peacefUl

settlement of dispu tes and in terna tional problems.

Romania is also concerned about the ecological aspect of international peace

and security. That is why we have continued to prollDte at the current session our

initiative concerning the responsibility of States for the protection of the

environment and for the preven tiOl" of environmental pollu tion res ul ling from the

accumulation of toxic and radioactive wastes, and concerning strengthening

interna tional co~peratian to resolve the problem.
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As to humanitarian aspects linked to international security, it is Romania's

firm belief that priority should be given to the realization of the fondest hopes

of man and peo~les regarding fundamental human rights - the right to life, the

right to work, education and cult~re, social equality, the equitable distribution

of the riches of society, participa tion in public leadership, the full flowering of

the human personality. All problems affecting human rights and fundamental

freedoms should first be solved within the national framework, this represents an

essential attribute of State sovereignty. Therefore, their solution should be

fully in keeping wi th the basic principles of interna tional law.

Finally, my dele9ation would emphasize that every effort should be made

further to strengthen the role and effectiveness of the Uni ted Na tions, on the

basis of the full and universal implementation of its Charter, with the aim of

ensuring international peace and security on a global basis, covering all States

and all aspects of their co-operation.

Mr. BATlOUK (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Rep~blic) (interpretation from

Russ ian), Ol;rengthening interna tional peace and securl ty has always taken pride of

place in the world arena, but the problem has become particularly grave in our day,

when the prevention of a nuclear catastrophe has become a matter of life or death

for all countries and peoples. Genuine realism in politics has now become

imperative. We must, without any preconceptions, realistically take stock of the

world situation, and particularly mankind's helplessness in the face of the

creation of its OWl intellect - nuclear weapons.
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A sober analysis can 1 ead t.o only one sensible conlcus ion. no rna t.t.er what, we must

eliminate nuclear war, not. only as a means of at.t.aining polit.ical goals, but. also

as a way of thinking.

The new international realit.ies have highlighted ploblems common bo all Stat.es

connect.ed with ensuring the survival of mankind. The continuing arms race,

economic underdevelopment. and ext.ernal debt., hunger and environment.al degradat.ion,

t.errorism ,'nd human right.s violat.ions are t.he negative realities of our time, and

if we are t.o eliminate them conation approaches and mutually accept.able solutions are

necessary. Real securi ty must. be all-embracing, and e xt.end into all spheres of

int.ernational relations. It is extremely import.ant. to enhance t.he effectiveness of

the United Nations in resolving key problems and bo creat.e t.he neceSf'ary conditions

for implement.ing the goals and principles of the United Nat.ions Chart.er. In order

bo strengthen interna tional securi t.y, t.he appropr 18 t.e machinery of the Uni t.ed

Nat.ions must be brought fully into play. This kind of approach is support.ed by the

increasing practice of employing UJ:li t.ed Na t.ions peace-keeping opera tions, in

accordance wit.h t.he Unit.ed Nat.ions Charter, making it poasible to defuse oonflict.~

that have become almost chronic.

On t.he basis of its indisput.able successes in t.h~ field of regional

set.tlements, the United Nations and its security Council must. multiply their

effort.s to bring about. an early, just. and stable polit.ical set.tlements in

Afghanistan, in Cambodia, in Cent.ral America, in the Middle East and in other

regions. Measures to ensure the transition of Namibia to independence and support

for efforts to eliminate the apartheid regime in South Africa are of t.he great.est.

importance.

In the interests of bringing about effective settlements, we must continue to

~eek to enhance Unit.ed Nations capabilit.ies in carrying out peace-keeping

operations, in operations to rontrol the development of situations and in
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providing, in accordance with b~e Charter, peace-making missions in troubled

regions to prevent disputes growing into armed conflicts. Once the United Nations

system has developed its full peace-making potential, it can serve as a reliable

guarantor of universal intern"tional security.

The founders of the United Nations itself conceived of it as an alternative to

military methods of resolving conflicts between States, and it will indeed become

such an alternative if the tasks set out for it in the Charter are implemented in

fUll, and it becomes ~~e centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in attaining

common goals. The permanent members of the Security Council, which are, moreover,

nuclear Powers, have a particular responsibility for the situation in the world
•

and, as a consequence, for the atmosphere in the United Nations. Dialogue between

them - bilateral and multilateral - must play an important role in the renascence

and renewal of the Uni ted Na t ions.

In this regard, the Ukrainian SSR warmly welcomed the unanimity displayed by

the General Assembly when it adopted, on the initiative of the USSR and the United

States, a resolution on the strengthening of international peace, security and

international co-operation in all their aspects pursuant to the United Nations

Charter. By this step, Member States of the United Nations marked their desire to

enhance its effectiveness in mainta in ing the securi ty of all Sta tes through an

improvement in international co-operation in resolving international political,

ecological, social, cultural and humanitarian problems. The appeal to all States

to step up their practical efforts to SP K multifaceted approaches in international

affairs in the interests of peace and security, which was so unanimously supported

by the international community, confirms and consolidate] the positive changes

which have occurred in the United Nations and in the international arena as a

whole. In our view, not only that General Assembly decision, but the very

_._--------~--'----------------------
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atmosphere, the very spirit that has prevailed at this forty-fourth sess ion, marks

the beginning of a new, encouraging period in the history of the United Nations.

~nhancerrent of the effectiveness of the Uni ted Na tions and its major organs,

active use of the procedures and mechanisms set out in the Charter and the taking

of measures to prevent crises and conflicts should crea te the necessary conditions

for fruitful co-operation by States on the basis of equality and democracy. The

strengthening of co-operation on the basis of the principles of the Charter ought

gradUally to reduce the importance of the military factor and enhance the role of

international law as a basis for relations between States, including the settlement

or solution by peaceful means of disputes or situations which might lead to

breaches of the peace.

Implementation by all States of the provisions of the Declaration on the

Strengthening of Interna tional securi ty would be very significant in crea ting an

atmosphere of trust and co-operation that would make possible the peacefUl solution

of any problems that might arise. Our delegation woulcilil:e tn confirm the

commitment of the Ukrainian SSR to the goals and principles of that document, whose

twentieth anniversary will be celebrated next year.

We view as extremely positive the growing understanding of the need for a

comprehensive approach to disarmament issues combining confidence-building,

development of effective control machinery and realistic measures based on a

balance of interests. Extremely important in this regard is progress in the

current bilateral and multilateral disarmament talks. Regional efforts also have a

unique role to play in the achievement of universal security.

We welcome the prospects for achieving increased security for the European

States at a lower level of armed forces. The Vienna talks on conventional armed
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force. and on confidence-building and security measures in Europ~ must play an

important role in this process. In that context it remains to organize the

machinery for constructive co-operation and u1. timately to begin the work of ending

the division of Europe into blocs.

Thus, we see positive political processes gathering momentum, promoting the

strengthening of security, the growth of confidence and the development of

international co-operation. It is important, however, for the major changes now

taking place in E'l1Ilpe to be organically linked with the maintenance of stabilit.y,

any breach of which would be retrogressive for Europe and the whole world.

Reliable, stable international security is the only guarantee of free development

for the internal processes of European States. There can be no doubt about the

interdependence between the problems of the European continent and world-wide

processes, indeed, subregional, regional and global efforts to strengthen security

are inseparable.
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With respect to the Mediterranean, therefore, lowering the level of nuolear

confronta.!on, limiting the scope of naval activities, eliminating the foreign

military bases and facilities of non-Mediterranean States, and extending trust to

the ~rea would improve the situation in all the adjaoent regions. Conditions

favourable for strengthening security and stability in the Mediterranean and

throughout the world oould be created by movement on ohronic oonflicts in adjaoent

regions, particularly by bringing the process of a political settlement in the

Middle East into step with the prccess of disarmament in Europe.

Improvement in the situation in the regions adjacent to Europe would add a new

dimension to the question of European security. Therefore, the Ukrainian SSR

supports the idea of making the Mediterranean a zone of lasting peace and

co-operation and of stable and secure development.

By the terms of a draft resolution recommended by the Special Pol~tical

Committee at this session of the General Assembly, the Security Council, Member

States and the Secretary-General would be called upon to formulate measures for

co-operation in promoting and protecting the security of small States from threats

or acts of intervention in their internal affairs.

In noting the growth of non-military factors in ensuring security in our

post-confrontational period, we must also stress the fundamental importance of

strict compliance with, and respect for, the rights of peoples, particularly their

right tn free choice of their path to development, and the promotion of basic human

rights. The social and moral aspects of peace-building warrant the attention ~f

the international community. In that connection we cannot fail to note the

positive impact of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in

Peace, the tenth anniversary of the adoption of which we marked last year. That
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Declaration has an important role to play in imprinting in the minds of peoples the

moral principles rejecting war, confirming the desire for pe3ce, and overcoming the

image of the enemy, prejudices and war psychology.

The Ukrainian dtlegation calls upon all Mel~ers of the United Nations to

oontinue actively the dialogue at the strengthening of interna tional seourl ty. We

hope that dialogue will lead to a further narrowing of differences, which would

make it possible to implement concrete, purposeful measures for the good of

international peace and security and which would enable the United Nations to

accept the challenge it faces in today's troubled world.

Mr. MASRESHA (Ethiopia) I At a unique moment in history - wh'en two

leading Powers wi th an overk ill capaci ty, which had vowed to destroy each other and

which had come many times 1n the past to the brink of actually doing so, have

chosen to seek the rasd of peace and co-operation rBther th8l'\ that of confrontation

and eventual annihilation - the improvement in relations between East and west in

general and between the leading Powers in particular has been the major focus of

attention for some years. The changes that have taken place during those years

have been sudden and, indeed, overwhelming. The meaning and impact o.~ this turn of

events therefore inevitably continue to command our attention and to remain the

central thell1! in any meaningful review of international relations.

For our part, we continue to view these new developments with a degree of

cau tious optimism I cau HOUA because we are unahle to fathom the actual

contribution of these developments to the emergence of a more equitable and

democratic order at the global level, and because we have yet to examine the

sustainability of the prevailing political atmosphere. None the less, we remain

essentially optimistic, as these developments have contrihuted to a reduction of

the pace of the arms race and to the relaxation of tension in many parts of the

world.
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It is therefore with a unique sense of relief and uatisfactian that we view

the developments of the recent past around the world, as we believe that it was the

fact that we in the non-aligned community of nations persevered in our quest for

dialogue and detente on a global scale that paved the way for the current

development'.

Along with the m~jor gains and advances made in the field of disarmament and

the solution of certain chronic long-standing problems that had beset the united

Nations, we have witnessed an actual thaw, and even a warming, in the ice-cold

relations between East and West. Even the cogs and wheels of the united Nations

machinery, which had become rusty as a result of that unwelcome political climate,

have recently been unlocked and oiled and put to better use than ever before. The

recent holding of free and fair elections in Namibia under the supervision and

control of the United Nations Transition Assistance Group is a salutory example of

this major unique development. This trend gives ~s reason to hope that

international efforts will go all the way and that it will not be long before we

see the complete eradication and abolition of the hideous system of aparth~.

The wind of change seems lately to have gained in momentum, for all that had

seemed a fixture and permanent feature of international relations is being swept

away to be replaced with new and encouraging trends. The spirit of dialogue and

cultural interaction among nations on the two sides of an ideological divide seems

to be the order of the day.

Despite those encouraging signs, we have yet to witness a true spirit of

international solidarity based on the participation of all humanity in matters

affecting the fate of our planet and of mankind at large. The habits of thinking

and terms of reference in some quarters reveal how, in some important respects,

they remain bound to the cold war era. We therefore anxiously await the moment
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when the major actors in the international political arena will do away with that

anachronism. It is our earnest hope that the prevailing political climate will

continuo to contribute to the further normalization and improvement of relations

among nations.

It is quite obvious that the sustainability of these positive developments

will depend very nuch on our thinking patterns and mentality. The now well-known

p'lrase in the preamble to the constitution of the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization alludes to the need to renove obstacles to the

attainment of peace. In the words of that constitution,

"Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the

defences of peace must be constructed."

Thus, partial arrangements likely to contribute to the prevalence of world peace

must be led by minds that truly cherish the long-lasting values of peace and

tranquillity. A new ... ista on a better, peacefUl world must be based on a deep

devotion to the higher int9rests of mankind.

Lasting peace can be based only on the solid foundations of nutual trust,

respect and co-operation. More than anything else, this should start with a

recognition of the fact that recent improvements in the international arena

resultad from sustained and concerted effort on the part of the whole world, not

just one important segment of it. The Uni ted Na tions, such reg ional bodies as the

Organization of African Unity and the Organization of American States,

international bodies such as the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, individual

countries and even prominent individuals have all worked long and hard to bring

this about.

It is therefore very saddening to note the fact that, in a bid to claim all

credit for themselves and downplay the role of others, some have preferred to view

recent events not as the outcome of major developments or the dawning of a new
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modern era in international forums, but as the triumph of some over others. Such

an attitude, needless to say, can in no way help the cause of peace and

international co-operation but will rather block the way towards improved

relations. The oobwebs of old habits and modes of thinking based on the crude

logic of power politics should be removed once and for all.
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It is therefore our considered view that we would all do well to remember that

the remarkable achievements of the rocent past are the result of the common effort

of the international comnunity as a whole. We would also ~ well to take due note

of the f~ct that the continued participation of every segment of humanity must

continue to be sought. Those with traditional attachments to the ignoble theory of

the balance of terror should draw the necessary l~ssons of history and redirect

their human and material resources to the pursuit of justice and peace in our

common abode. The situation calls for the exertion of more effort to create a yet

more propitious atmosphere in which we can all, in a united fashion, work for

peace, international co-operation and development.

In our view, what has transpired recently is a res ult of a

realization - albeit perhaps a belated one - on the part of rival military blocs

and their leading Powers that m amount of arms can fUlly guar antee one's securl ty

and that the ever-increasing and upwardly spiralling trend of the arms race and the

attendant economic consequences of wasted resources cannot create a world in

harmony with itself.

Another major source of concern for many devoloping countries in the light of

recent developments seems to be the role they will play and the place they will he

accorded - nay, have - in the new and revitalized international arena.

So far, it is not what we have accrued or what has transpired that has

inspired us, but rather, as I have already mentioned, the prospects for the better

world and nnre denncratized international relations we can envisaqe as an outcome

of the recent developments that now help us keep the faith. It iR our deep

convi c.:tion in the ascend ancy of reason and jus tice that makes us sure that the

improvement in the international political climate cannot but augur well for the

welfare of m3nkind. But our modest hopes will remain pious intentions if the major
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actors in the international political arena remain oblivious to global problems

affecting vast sections of humanity or to the need for a multilateral approach in

the search for lasting solu tions to those outstanding issues, be they pol! tical,

economic, social or ecological.

Indeed, we cannot be mere participant-observers in matters that affect the

fate of the only planet we collectively inhabit. We cannot remain on the fence of

the consultations arena when our interests are ignored or relegated to the

periphery. We were once le ft out when a post-war interna tional order was

formulated, we cannot be expected to remain in the back seat at a moment when the

parameters of an emerging order are being established.

I have mentioned the fact that we view the recent improvement in international

relations in a different light from that in which we viewed the detenteB of the

past. That is so because, as opposed to the detentes of the past that attemped to

defuse a fast-building tension and, in the final analysis, helped restore and

maintain the status guo, the recent phenomenon has so far given indications of

doing away with that status guo and of bringing about a new and more balanced

constellation of power as well as a more democratic relationship among nations.

Thus, the major difference lies in the fact that whereas one is a n8chanism that

works towards the maintenance of the old, the latter serves as a harbinger that

heralds the birth of a new era in in terna tional r ela tions. We, for our part, have

a lot at stake in a new and more democratic international order and would work

towards its realization with a sustainabl~ degree of commitment and renewed vigour.

What has inspired our hope more than anything else is - as I indicated at the

outset .. the realization that the enorlOOus potentials of the United Nations must be

unleashed for the betterment of humanity. As has often been said, the United

Na tions is as strong or as weak as Member Sta tes allow it to be. Now that there is
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readiness and the political will required for dialogue and a generally propitious

atmosphere there seems to be no limit to what it can do. 1 would like to s~~te in

this regard that my country would be heartened to see the United Nations play a

more viable and strengthened role. Currently serving as it does as a non-permanent

member of the Security Council, Ethiopia will continue to work with all members of

the Council towards the realization of that goal.

Steps taken to ensure that security and confidence-building measures are

adopted anc' put to work would not only promote peace and mutual trust by allaying

fears and suspicion, they would also enhance the United Nations role in

peace-making and peace-keeping operations. The developing world would welcome such

a turn of events, for a strengthened Uni ted Na tions would in the final analysis be

able to defend more vigorously such cardinal Charter principles as the maintenance

of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of nations.

Yet another problem arises from the chronic economic problems we all - and

especially the developing countries - face at present. General Asse~~ly

resolution 43/88, "Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the

Strengthening of International Security", indicate~ in a preambular paragraph the

gravity of the problem when it pointed out the international community's concern as

a result of

"the lack of solutions to the world economic problems, in which the deeper

underlying prl.':'.·blems of a s tru ctura1 nature have been compounded by cyclical

factors and which has further aggravated the inequalities and injustices in

international economic relations, all of which pose a grave threat to global

peace and security".

At the risk of repeating what has now perhaps become a cliche, let me reiterate

that the problem is now a ti me bomb that could go off at any ti m! and cause ser ious
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problems that would jeopardize the whOle process of intarnational peace and

security.

In the final analysis, tha~ which is due every segment of humanity must not be

set aside for the benefit of some privileged parts of that entire family of

mankind. We must all work together to lay the foundations for durable peace and

security. That will inevitably lead to the reorientation of our concept of

security as well as its sustainability. In that endeavour all inhabitants of our

world must be ready to bend a 11 ttle for the benefit of all.

In conclusion we would like to express our belief that the road to peace and

development lies through an abiding commitment to result-oriented dielogue and

co-operation in accordance with the relevant principles of the Charter.

Mr. HUNG (Viet Nam), Security is a legitimate quest for all. Indeed,

all nations have the sOlemn obligation to attempt to achieve security for their

entire people. Moreover, true security for a nation extends far beyond military

security and encompasses and combines, as it must, economic, social, humanitarian

and enviroomental security. Security should be seen as encompassing protection

against all threats to human life, not only from war but also from natural

disasters, destruct:ioo of the envirooment, poverty and so on•.

As it approaches the third millenium the human race is facing unprecedented

challenges, a fundamentally life-or-death kind of choice. The discovery of nuclear

weapons, like the discovery of fire, lies behind us on the path of history, it

cannot be undooe. Even if all nuclear arsenals were destroyed, the knowledge of

how to invent them would remain and could be put to use. '1'0 guarantee against a

nuclear holocaust that could lead to human extinction we must abolish war as a

human institution, as slavery was abolished in the United States in the nineteenth

century. Even complete nuclear disarmament would be insufficient for that purpose,
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if na twns continue to settle conflicts through war. In that connection the Heads

of State or Government of the non-aligned countries, at their ninth summit

Conference held at Belgrade last September, clearly pointed out that:

"They wished to stress in particular that t~e world of today but also the

world of tomorrow requires that doctrines of power policies be replaced by a

policy of co-operation, aimed a~ fUlfilling the legitimate expectations o~ the

entire international community." (A/44/551, p. 21, para. 8)
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Today, no country can be entirely self-sufficient and survive without external

ties. Nb military alliance by itself can ensure its awn military power. To

survive, humanity more than ever before needs a daring, innovative spirit and

realistic political thinking. The Declaration on the Enhancement of the

Effectiveness of the Principle of Refraining from the Threat or Use of Force in

International Relations, unanimously approved by the General Assembly in November

1987, and the Declaration on the Prevention and Rennval of Disputes and Situations

Which May Threaten International Peace and Security and on the Role of the United

Nations in this Field, adopted by the General Assembly last December, have

strengthened the first shoots of new political thinking in international relations,

which is based on the understanding that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never

be fought. A comprehensive and just solution to such pressing international

problems as achieving peace, security, disarmament and development can be assured

only through negotiation. States must make every effort to build their

international relations on the basis of mutual understanding, trust, respect and

c ---:>peration in all areas.

To solve global problems that no single country can tackle alone, global

co-operation must take over. SOlre gloual problems entail potential dangers to

human survival that are not related to military technology. The accumulation of

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere caused by the excessive burning of fossil fuels

worldwide could lead to a greenhouse effect, warming the Earth and melting the

polar ice-caps. Coastal areas would be flooded, and the Earth's climate and food

production patterns could change in unprecedented ways. Another danger is that

ce~tain industrial pollutants could deplete the ozone layer that protects life on

Earth from excessive ultraviolet radiation. The result would be a higher rate of

possibly lethal mutations in humans as well as in animals and plants.
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No country can prevent such potential catastrophes alone. As long as one

major industrial Power continues to accumulate carbon dioxide or to deplete the

ozone layer, all na tions will be affected. The need for a joint effort to deal

with global problems can perhaps help States overcome the differences over ~ich

they now fight wars. Wh 11e technology has crea ted many global problems, it has

also provided better means for solving them.

While certain issues can be dealt with effectively only at the global level

because they affect all countries, many other problems can be solved just as well

at a regional or local level. It is best to leave decisions to the 10weBt level,

which includes all those affected by the decisions, because those who benefit or

Buffer from the outcome have the greatest incentive to choose wisely. Also, if

they make the wrong choice, they have no one but themselves to blame. That reduces

,) potential source of conflict.

Methods for settling conflicts peacefully, through negotiation, are needed at

the international as well as the regional level. The solution of regional

conflicts constitutes a significant step towards the realization of international

peace and security. But all reg ional and subreg ional peace and security endeavours

shoulc1 take into account the characteristics of each region as well as meaSures

adopted therein to strengthen nu tual confi dence and to assure the secud ty of all

Stlltes involved.

For over forty years Asia and the Pacific were the scene of constant

conflicts. Three major wars were unleashed there, involving many world Powers.

The reqion was also the suene of dozens of lesser wars and conflicts with the

participation f)f hundreds of thousands of soldiers. At the salla: tilM, it is the

most c1ynamic region of the world. Today, its progress towards the twenty-first

century proceeds in a most favourable political atmosphere, which was enhanced by
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the normalization of relations between the Soviet Union and China, the biggest

socialist countries in the region, which occurred against the backdrop of the most

dynamic economic development.

South-East Asia is one of the most dynamic and promising areas of the Asia and

Pacific region, but for over 40 years it was one of the hottest zones on the globe,

a zone where the most profound changes have been taking place. For nearly three

decades after the proclamation of the republic, the Vietnamese people had to uphold

its right to life and independent existence. The Vietnamese land was burned with

napalm, poisoned with chemicals and showered with more explosives than were used in

the whole of the Second World War. But Viet Nam held out to win.

The victory of the peoples of South-East Asia has radically changed the

situation in the area. Peace, national independence and development have become

the main trend in the region, a fact that is reflected in the concept of the

establishment there of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality advanced by the

Association of South-East Asian Nations, and in the proposal of the Lao People's

Democratic Republic to build a zone of peace, freedom, neutrality, friendship and

co-operation in SOuth-East Asia.

The desire to achieve that goal is most visible and strong in the course set

forth by the Prime Minister of Thailand to turn Indo-China from a battlefield into

a zone of commerce. Good conditions are in the making for the establishment of a

zone of peace and co-operation in that long-suffering region. To realize that

common objective, the concerted endeavours of the regional countries are needed.

International relations are today entering a new stage and differ

substantially from those of the past. The new situation requires of us renovation

and, primarily, a new way of thinking. Many old concepts that were valid for

decades and affected international relations are today losing their significance.
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They are not applicable to the renova tion of interna tional r ela Hons. The renewal

of thinking is not an easy process. It is the struggle between the new and the old.

South-East As la is also on thft threshold of a new era, the era of peaoe and

co~peration. The new and realistic approach to peaoe an~ seourity should also be

applicable to our region, in harmony with the present general trend in world

pol !tics.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta), I should like to take the opportunity of my

first statement to the First Committee to extend to the Chairman my congratulations

on his election. My congratulations allo go to the other members of the Bureau.

The Committee relies heavily on their wisdom and experience to guide it to A

successful conclusion of its work.

At the outset, I wish to express to the people of the ~publio of Lebanon my

Government's sincere condolences and sorrow wi th regard to the aSS8SS ina tion of

President Rene Moawad. Malta condemns that cruel act of violence, which seriOUSly

undermines and threatens the process of peacefUl settlement and internal

reconciliation in Lebanon. We admir~ and support the courage of the Lebanese

people in its de t.ermina tion to persevere in that process, notwi thstand~.ng the

difficulties that stand 1n its way.

Even as the Committee considers the subject of international security, events

are tllk ing place that con tinue to shake to their very founda Hons somo of the bas le

assumptions that determined the conduct of international relations throughout the

post-war era. Such is the fa r-reach in9 na ture of those changes that many are 9 till

hesitant to openly acknowledge their full implications.
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Yet the pace of change is, if anything, acceleratinq. In the space of less

than four years the super-Pa",er dialogue has TTOved to the point where it is now

possible for the United States and the Soviet Union jointly to promote in the

General Assembly an agenda item on international peace, security and international

co-operation. In the space of just a few months most of Eastern Europe has

undergone a major political transformation. And in the space of just a few days

long-standing physical and psychological barriers between Eastern and Western

Europe have been dismantled.

While these developments are widely welcomed, voices of caution are also being

raised. Sone fear the complications which may arise from the speed with which

events are occurring. Others are concerned about the possible fragility of those

events and the danger of sudden reversals. Many remind l.S that, in the midst of

East~est rapprochement, other serious international problems - notably those

rela ted to poverty and developmP.nt and to speci Hc reg ional confli cts - reIM in to

pose their own significant challenges to glohal peace and security.

Malta looks at these developments with its own regional perspective - that of

the Mediterranean. My Government warmly wel~omes the agreements which have been

reached, and those which are beinq considered, between the United States of America

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repubiics on the reduction of nuclear armaments.

It looks forward to the successf u1. concl us ion of ongoing negotia t ions on the

reduction of conventional armaments in Europe. It welcomes the liberalization and

denccra tba tion process which is so drama tically unfolding in Eastern Europe.

We consider these developments to be major contributions to the promotion of

interna tiona! peace, secuti ty and co-opera tion in general and to the relaxa t ion of

tension in Europe in particular. We share the expectation that the benefits of

this new era of dialogue and co-operation will have their own pos! tive effect on
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the search for the resOlution of problems and conflicts in other parts of the

globe. Indeed, there are already signs of such beneficial effects in the progress

achieved over the last two years over Afghan istan, Namib ia and Kampuchea.

In the particular context of the Mediterranean, Malta is hopeful that these

beneficial effects will include an early agreement on the extens ion of the European

disarmament process to the watArs of our region. We also hope that within the more

relaxed and secure international environment which now exists the search for

solutions to the still intractable problems of the Mediterranean - the question of

Cyprus, the tragedy of Lebanon and the plight of the Palestinian people - will be

tackled with greater vigour and determination.

It is in this context that we attach particular significance to the fact that

Presidents Bush and Gorbachev have chosen the Mediterranean as the venue for their

early December meeting. This will be the first meeting in many years held by

leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union outside the territory of their

two all iances. They have chosen as a venue a reg ion wllich remains one of the mst

sensitive international trouble spots, and which presents constant reminders, as

was the case earlier this year, of the threat it could pose to global peace and

s t.ab iU ty.

It is therefore to be hoped that the forthcoming meeting close to our shores

in the Mediterranean will help focus attention on the need for a peaceful

settlement of the region's long-festering problems, and on the means to be applied

to achieve such a settlement. AB it once again urged in the Sec~rity Council

earlier this year, Malta believes that just and peacefUl solutions to outstanding

problems in the Medi terr anean c an be achieved only on the basis of the pr inciple of

the non-use of force and respect for the right of all peoples in the region to live

in peace and securi ty wi thin their oW'\ borders.
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My Government takes pride in the fact that the leaders of the United States

and the Soviet Union have ohosen to hold their meeting in such close proximity to

Malta, and that as a result our nation will be historically linked with this

important event. In welcoming them in our midst, we se~ their decision as

acknowledgeme~t of the role for peace which we are seeking ~ play in the region

and in international relations in general.

I should like to refer briefly to the many initiatives already taking place to

strengthen the process of peace, security and co-operation in the Mediterranean

region. Special mention must be made of the role of the United Nations in this

context. The quiet diplomacy of the Secretary-General or the question of Cyprus

and the unsung role of the United Nations peace-keeping force in Lebanon are deeply

appreciated and respected. The people of Palestine are particularlY conscious of

the efforts being made by the Secretary-General and the United Nations on their

behalf. Experienoe has sho~ that it is through such patient, persistent and

largely unpublicized work that the foundations for the eventual settlement of

long-standing problems can be put firmly in place.

The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries has also been consistently supportive of

the efforts of Mediterranean countries to transform their region into one of peace,

security and co-operation, free from conflict and confrontation. In Belgrade last

September the Heads of State or Government of the countries of the Movement, in

reaffirming once again their often-stated positions on the subject, also welcomed

the readiness of European Mediterranean States to pursue dialogue and co-operation

with the non-aligned Mediterranean countries.

With the support of their Movement, the Mediterranean non-aligned countries

themselves have taken their own special initiatives to strengthen peace and

security in their region. At meetings in Valletta, in 1985, and in Brioni, in
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19S1, they assumed specific commitments in this regard. They also asserted their

strong desire to intensifY the process of dialogue and consultation with the

European-Mediterranean and other European countries aimed at strengthening efforts

to promote peace and security in the region.

In underlining the linkage which exists between European and Mediterranean

security, the Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 1n

Europe (CSCE) firmly placed the question of security and co-operation in the

Mediterranean within the broader framework of international security. Inspired by

the objectives contained in the Mediterranean chapter of the Final Act, various

initiatives have been taken to promote the development of good-neighbourly

relations between Eu,,"opean and Medit.erranean States. The next step in this process

will be the meeting due to be held in Palma de Mallorca in 1990, which will

consider ways and means of enhancing various aspects of co-operation, including the

protection and improvement of Mediterranean ecosystems.

Malta is looking forward to hosting the <:SCE meeting on peaceful settlement of

disputes, to be held in early lQ9l. This will be the third meeting on the subject

wi thin the CBCE process. We hope that it will mark a further usef ul step forward

in the slow but steady endeavour to achieve the United Nations Char.ter's objective

of eliminating resort to the threat or use of forc~ as an acceptable option in

inter-State relations.

The CSCE process provides an ideal (orum in which to pursue the objective of

extendirg to Medi terr anean wa ters the confidence- and securi ty-buildinq and

disarmament measu res wh ich are beinq agreed for cont! nental Elt rope • The Stockholm

mee Hng on conf! dence- and securi ty-bu ildinq measures dealt: principally wi th

military activities on land, and ~ouched only marginally, through the question of

amphibious manoeuvres, on naval activities.
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We are hoping to redress the imbalance at the ongoing negotiations in Vienna.

Together with the neutral and non-aligned participants in the CSCE, Malta has

tabled in Vienna a proposal regarding voluntary pr ior notifica Hon of the exercise

of the right of innocent passage by warships of participating States through the

territorial waters of other participatirq States. We expect that agreem6nt on this

moderate and straightforward proposal will mark a significant breakthrough in the

endeavour to start extending confi dence- and securi ty-bu ilding measures and

disarmament measures to naval activities, particularly in the Mediterranean.

It has frequently been remarked that the convergence of three continents onto

the Mediterranean provides unique opportunities for initiatives of functional

co-operation, which in turn serve to prollDte and enhance the process of security

building. Such areas as environment planning and management, transport, marine

industr ial technology and BOC ial and cultural co-opera tion offer scope for

effective action in this regard. Relevant initiatives can be pursued not only at

the mul tilateral level, wi thin the framework of the CSCE, the Council of Europe and

tho various United Nations agencies and bodies, particularly the Boonomlc

Commissions, but also at the subregional and bilateral levels.
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Mention should be made in that context of the significant contribution to

peace, security and co~peration in the Mediterranean region made by the Treaty

instituting the Arab Maghreb Union, which was signed at Marrakesh, Morocco, and

entered into force in July this year. In their initial declaration, the States

formift9 that Un ion expressed their objective of mak ing "our reg ion an area of

security and a haven of peace, which will permit it to contribute to the

consolidation of international co-operation and peace".

Malta's OrIn efforts in expanding co-operation in the Mediterranean are not

directed solely through the multilateral forums. Bilateral co-operation has also

been pursued. Discussions with our neighbours to the north and to the south on

issues of mutual benefit and interest have continued during the last 12 months,

consolidating friendships and good-neighbourly relations.

A useful opportunity in that regard has been created by the European

Community's framework of political co-operation, within which the Foreign Ministers

of the Twalve regularly meet with their Maltese counterpart to eXchange views on a

wide range of issues, mostly related to matters concerning the Mediterranean

region. Malta also intends to use the framework of its third financial protocol

with the EUropean Economic Community to propose projects that are compatible and

convergent with the community's OW'l thinking on the Mediterranean region.

Malta has also concluded various cultural, scientific, educational, technical

and other forms of bilateral agreements with a wide range of countries in the

region, in the endeavour to open further horizons for co-operation. With its North

African neighbours, Malta has joint industrial ventures that cover projects related

to fiSheries, air and sea transport, and various industrial processes. Tourism is

another area through which economic relations and human contacts are heing

consolidated. Two other joint projects intended to promote co-operation in the
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reg iona1 int.erest are Radio Medi terranean and the Voice of the Mediterranean,

oPerated from Malta.

I have only highlighted a few of the events and activities that are bringing

closer together the States of a much troubled region. As those examples show,

Mediterranean countries are ready to set aside their differences in the interest of

their common heritage and the future of their peoples. The fact that so many

deep-r~ted prejudices can be overcome in the process of seeking concrete and

pragmatic forms of co-operation offers perhaps the best hope for the eventual

resolution of the major security problems of our region.

In his statement inaugurating an international conference on technoloqical

co-operation in the Mediterranean, recently organized in Malta, the Deputy

Pri me Minist.er of Malta pointed out:. that Medi terranean co-opera tion is a

painstaking but wholly worthwhile exercise in putting together an edifice structured

on identified needs and joint efforts in fUlfilling them. ~lat exercise will

undoubtedly be of great benefit to all Mediterranean States. We must recognize

that together we are the architects of a peace-building and peace-keeping process,

an edifice that must rest on the solid foundations of the United Nations Charter.

Wi th those obje ctives in mind, the delega t ion of Mal ta, together wi th

delegations from other Mediterranean States, annually presents for consideration in

this Committee a draft resolution on the strengthening of security in the

Mediterranean. We attach great importance to the fact that those draft resolutions

have been regUlarly adopted by consensus by the General Assembly. Through those

resolutions, the international community recognizes and encourages the collective

determination of the Mediterranean States in their efforts to enhance peace,

security and co-operation in their region. It is our sincere hope that consensus

will be achieved again this year on the draft resolution on that subject.

The meeting rose at 4. 3S p.m.
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