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1. The Fi" fth Co nittee considered at j.ts 7661h anl 767th meetings, on fI ered
'I h A^+nl'or 'l o<. +h6 ^rla1*,stion of the paynent of honoraJia to the members of the
--\.dmlnl strative Tribunal of the United- Nations, on the basis of reports subnitted",
et ihA rF^,,F<r ^r rha tri fl-.h n^nmi+ipo lt r,..rhA Secretara,_General (l/C.:/BfL) aml 4r w.l vvrqll v ULL,

the Advisory Cormittee on Adninistratlve and Budgetary questious.5/
2. In his report the S ecreta"Ty-General proposed the payment of an annual
hcnorarium of $J00 to the Presj-d"ent of the Admitlstrative Tribunal, together with
an honorariur0 01 $250 each to the fresident and the other members iu respect of
each session of the Tri.buna] attended by then. While concurring in the proposal
of the Secretary-General, the Advi sory Coumittee stressed the inportance of
reslsting further departures from tbe established prlncipfe of the Geleral
Assembly, accordlng to whlch no el-ement of fee or remuneratj-on should enter into
the pa)ments made to mernbers of organs or subsldiary orga.rls servj.ng in an

individual personal capacity.
). Su.rnnaril-y stated, the princlpaL posj.ti.ons taken by detegations were the
followins:

f/ Official- Records of the General- Assembl-y, Fourteenth Sesslon, Fifth Counittee)
759th meeting.

2/ Ibid., Fi fteentl_session, Suppfement No. ? (A/4ICB), paras. 115-123.
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(a) Appo:.ntraeDt to expert bodies of th€ United Natlons 6uch as the
AdtrluistrEtlve Trib'rhil. eonferred. distinction on the individual" as veII as honour

of h1s countlXr, and j.t vas not fitti-ng that any peJruxett, other thaa for subsistence
and travel exlenses, sbould be m,de it respect of the services renderetl.
Adni ttedly, the General Asseubly, in derogatlon of i.ts own principle, had on

sever:a} occaEions authorized the paynent of boborarj.a in favour of a ]-i!!ited. number

of expert bodies. There had, hovever, beeD grounds fcr beli.eving that a f1nal
solutioB of an undeni8bly difficult problen had been reacbed at the twellth se6sion,

in L957, vhen the Genera,l Assenb\r established a list of authorized exceptions,
and. it had confldent\y been expected tbat the list would no'u thereafter be

eolarged-. Nothing thst had occuffed since that time larranted a xeopeDiDg of the
question.

(b) The pridclple of not authorizing tire payment of hcnoraris rras bssicaLly
a souDd one. A d.eparture frota that principle had, however, been sanctioned by

',,be GeneraL Assembly in I95O, and egain on 6ub6equent occcsidns; since.it.rra6
lej-tber logicalIy possible nor equitable to d.r€.w a d.istlnction between the
Ad-Linistrative Trlbunal aad ottrer expert bodies of the United Nations, the
witLrhoLd.iDg of honorarla fron the members of the Tribuxal appeared discrimitatory.

(") The whole question of the paFent of bonorarj-a should be revlewed in
relatton to the positi.oD of prilciple originally taken by the General- Assenb1y.

Menrbers supporting such B reviev were divided regarding interin arrangements
pend.i-I]g completion of tbe revievl some considered that honoraria should be paid to
nenbers of the Tlibunal on a provisj,onal ta,sj.G for ]95t, uhile others opposed

any such paynelt pending the outcome of the reviev.
4. The Cbaixnan of the Ad]risory Conmittee pointed out that if, as sone

representatj-ves had perceived, the ph::aslng of the Cobnittee I s conments and

recou4end.ati ons revealed. a diffident and cautt-ous approach, tb.t,t vas becauge the
Advisory Comittee had consistently upheJ-d the basic principle of the ceneral
Assenbly and set its face against a systen of honoraria. The Fifth Comnittee haC,

hovever, ta.ken a different positi-on in approving a series of exceptions to the
rul-e, and it was tb,erefore dlfficul-t for the Advj.sory Comlittee., in view of that
circumstance, not to coDcur in proposals that provlded for unj. fornd.ty of treatment
in the m-tter of honcrarla,
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5. Tbe representRtlve of tbe Sccretary-C,enera1 pointed out that in 1957 the

trifth corMittee c1d. not have fu1l iDfoulBtion concerqinS the vork undertaken

between sessions by neebers of the TribllDs.]. r'or the proper coDsi.d.efation of

cases, the membels sere often call-ed upon to study, in advance of a sesaio!,

vol-'uninous subnissio:ls, at times r''"rnning to several hundred pages' Tber€ was !o

la.lid. reascn for drawiEg a dlstilction between the Tribun8,I, on the one habd, and

the Int ernati olal l_aw cor,nission, the PermBnent ceBtIaI @j-r:ro Board and the

Dnrg Supervisory Bcdy, on the ottter. The Secretary-Gene::a1 had based his preseut

proposals on tb.e priDciple of uuifornxity of treatsent of the meBbers of the

exlert bodles r::rd.er. reference.

6. At the ?55th meeting' the representative of Czechoslovakia, supporte'l by the

representative of Afghanistan, prolosec, as an a&endment to the I'ecomerdatj-ons

of the Advi sory Comdttee:zl
(.) ffrat no action on the question of ho::oraria for nembers of the

Admini-stratlve Trlbunal shoulC be taken for the time beilg; and'

(t,) fU"t the Secretary- General and the Advlsory Cosnnittee should undeltake

e co!$rehensj-ve review of the question of payment of llonoraria to @ber8 of

elected bodies and report lrith theix specis,I lecoEmendations to tbe Genel€l

Assembly at its si,xte"nth sessj-or'

7. The represeDtative of Iraq prq)osed as an aEendment to the Czechoslovak

proposal tirat, pending tbe comPletion of the comPrehensi"e review, the payoent of

hohoraria t,o the PresideDt and melobers of the Adnintstlative Tribunal, as

reconmended by the Adrdsory Colinittee, should be appro'''ed or' an interlm basis for

the year 196I. The purpose of hi.s proPosal uas, he explained, to remcve aD

inequality aDd pLace the Admlnistratlve Tribulal oD the same footing as other

analogcus bodies in relation to the proposed xeviev' Scme representatives felt

that the Iraqi proposal vould, on the contrary, tend to prejudice the review' TLre

Fifth Corrni ttee and the Adl.isory Cormittee haC moreover ccnsistently sougbt to

restrict exceiptions to the baslc rule of the Geleral- Assenbly, and. it could harcl"y

be argued. that - on the hypothesis of a favourable find'j.lg in 196I - the merobers

of the Trlbunal- would ha\,e suffered handshi! in foregoina the honolaria fol one

O vear'

2/ IrJr(J'" ' T?:a. ).:).
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B, At the ?5?th meeting, the Iraqi amendment (see para. ? above) having been
,withdrawn, the Connittee voted., by parts, on the Czechoslovak DroDosaJ_
(see para. 6 above), r\ri,th the fotlowins result:

with 16 abstentions.
The second part of tbe Czechosl_ov€k proposal wa6 a.d.opted by JO votes to :.t,

lrith 2I abstentions.

9' The Comoittee then approved. by 3J votes to 16, with IO abstentions, the
recornrnendati on s of tbe Advisory Connitte#/ tnu.t * annual- honorariun of $!OO
should. be paj.d to tbe president of the Administrative Tribunal- and. that, in
addition, a"n honorarium of $a'o for each session shourd be paid to the presid.ent
and each of the other members participating ln the consideration of cases.

Recorunendatj-on of tbe Fifth Congittee

f0. The Fift'h counittee therefore reconnend.s that the Generar Assembry shouJ_d
decide:

(") That an annuaj- honorarium of $5oo should be paid to the presi.d.ent of
the i-dministrative ?ribuna-l of the United l$atj-ons, and that, in addltion, a:e

honorarlum of $2!o for each session shourd. be paid to the president and each of
the other members partlcLpating in the consideratlon of case6 subnitted to the
Tribunalj

(b) That the secretary-Generar and the Advl sory corflnittee on Administratlve
questions shoul-d uodertake a comprehensive review of the question of the pa'.aent
ol honoraria to members serving on orgarls and eubsid-iary organs of the united
Nations in an indj-vidua1, personal capacity, and. subnj-t their reports and.
recomendations to the General Assenbl_y at its sixteenth session.

!/ Ibid. .




