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The meeting was called to order at 4.35 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 18 (continued), 116, 117, 118 and 12, 119 and 12¢

INFORMATION FROM NON-SELF~GCVERNING TERRITORIES TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICLE 73 e OF
THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS: REPORT OF THE FOURTH CGMMITTEE (A/44/739)

ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC AND OTHER INTERESTS WHICH ARE IMPEDING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
ODUNTRIES AND PEOPLES IN NZMIBIA AND IN ALL OPHER TERRITORIES UNDER COLONIAL
DM INATION AND EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE COLONIALISM, APARTHEID AND RACIAL
DISCRIMMINATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/44/664)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENUENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS; REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COUNCIL: REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/44/740)

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF
THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (&/44/741)

OFFERS BY MEMBER STATES OF STUDY AND TRAINING FACILITIES FOR INBABITANTS OF
NON-SELF~GOVERNING TERRITORIES: REPORT OF THE FOURTH CIMMITTEE (A/44/742)

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of the United Arab Emirates,

Rapporteur of the Fourth Committee, to introduce six reports of the Fourth
Committee in ome intervention.

Mr. AL-KINDI (United Arab Emirates), Rapporteur of the Fourth Committee

{interpretation from Arabic)s I have the honour to present to the General Assembly
for its consideration six reports of the Fourth Committee, relating, respectively,
to agenda items 18, 116, 117, 118 and 12, 119 and 120.

The first report (A/44/738) relates to those Territories not covered by other
items of the agenda, which the Committee toock up under agenda item 18, Set out in
the report are 12 draft resolutions, two draft consensuses and one draft deeision,
relating, respectively, to: Western Sahara, Wew Caledonia, Tokelau, the Cayman
Islands, Bermuda, the Turks and Caicos Islands, Anguilla, the British virgin
Islands, Montserrat, American Samoa, Guam, the United States Vvirgin Islands,

Gibraltar, Pitcairn and St. Helena.
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Mr. Al-Kindi, - Rapporteuz,

Fourth Committee)

By adopting these proposals, the General Assembly would, among other things,
reaffirm the full application to those Territories of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the inherent right
of their pecples freely to decide their own future political status. The Assembly
would request the administering Powers concerned to take all possible measures to
expedite the process of decoloni tion. The Agsembly would also urge the
administering Powers, with the assistance of the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, to accelerate the social and economic
development of thoge Territories.

In noting with appreciation the continuing co-operation of certain
administering Powers in that regapd, the Assembly would once again emphasize the
importance of dispatching United Nations visiting missions to Non:Self-Governing
Territories so as to enable the United Nations to be fully apprised of the
conditions prevailing in thcse Territories.

As regards Western Sahara, the General Assembly would, inter alia, reiterate
its support for the joint good offices process of the current Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity and the Secretary~General of the United Nations
initiated in New York on 9 April 1986 with a view to promoting a just and lasting
solution of the question of Western Sahara, in accordance with resolution
AHG/Res.104 (XIX) of the Rssembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity and General Agssembly resolution 40/50, of
2 December 198S.

Reaffirming that the question of Western Sahara is a question of
decolonization, the Asgsembly would stress the importance of the agreement in
Principle given on 30 August 1988 by the Kingdom of Morsocco and the Frente Popular

para la Liberacidn de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro (POLISARIO) to the joint
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(Mr. Al-Kindi, Rapporteur,
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proposals of the current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity and the
Secretary-General of the United Mations with a view to the holding of a "referendum
for seif-determination of the people of Western Sahara®, organized and supervised
by the United Nations in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity.
Welcoming the talks in Marrakech between His Majesty King Hassan II of Morocco and

FOLISARIO, the Assembly would endorse the hope of the Secretary -General of the

United Nations and the current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity that
there would be further meetings of this nature to improve the prospects for the
success of the peace process. The Assembly would express its conviction that the
continuation of direct dialogue between the two parties to the conflict could
contribute to the completion of the joint good offices process of the current
Chairman of the Organization of African Unity and the Secretary=-General of the
United Nations, to the restoration of peace in Western Sahara, and to stability and
security in the whole region. The Assembly would also appeal once again to the
Kingdom of HMorocco and POLISARIO to display the co-operation and the poli tical
goodwill necessary for the success of the joint good offices of the current
Chairman of the Organization of African Unity and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

With regard to New _aledonia, in noting the positive measures being pursuad in
New Caledonia by the French authorities in order to provide a framework for its
peaceful progress to self-determinaticn, the Assembly would urge all the parties
involved to maintain their dialogue and to refrain from acts of violence. The
Assembly would invite all the parties involved to continue promoting a framework
for the peaceful progress of the Territory towards an act of self-determination in
which all options are open and which would safeguard the rights of all New

Caledonians.
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(Me. Al-Kindi, Rapporteur,

Fourth Committee)

The second report (A/44/739) relates to agenda item 116, "Information from
Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the
United Nations®. The Fourth Committee recommends, among other things, that the
Asgembly reaffirm that, in the absence of a decision by the Ceneral Asgembly itself
that a Non-Self-Governing Territory has attained a fulil neasure of self-government
in terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the administering Power concerned should
continue to transmit information under Articlie 73 2 with respect to that Territory,
a8 well as the fullest possible information on political and constitutional
developmants.

The third report (A/44/664) relates to agenda item 117, "Activities of foreign
economic and other interests which are impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Oountries and Peoples in
Namibia and in all other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to
eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southecn Africa®.
Among other things, the General Asgembly would, in condemning the int:insified
activities of those foreign economic, financial and other interests that continue
to exploit the natural and human resources of the colonial Territories, calil once
again upon all Governments to take the necessary steps to put an end to such
activities and to prevent new investments that run counter to the interests of the

inhabitants of those Territories.
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Mr. Al-Kindi, Rapporteur,
Four th Committee)

In a separate decision on the military activities and arrangements in colonial
Territories which might be impeding the implementation of the Declaration the
Fourth Committee recommends that the General Assembly call upon the colonial Powers
concerned to terminate such activities immediately and unconditionally, in
compliance with the relevant resolutions.

The fourth report (A/44/740) relates to agenda items 118 and 12, in regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international
institutions associated with the United Nations. In the draft resolution
recommended by the Committee, the General Assembly would, among other provisions,
request those organizations to render or continue to render, as a matter of
urgency, all possible moral and material assistance to the colonial peoples in
their struggle to exercise their right to self-determination and independence.

The fifth report (A/44/741) relates tc the United Nations Educaticnal and
Training Programme for Southern Africa - agenda item 119. 1In the draft resolution
recommended by the Committee, the General Assembly - expressing its appreciation to
all those that have supported the Proqramme by providing contributions,
scholarships or places in their educational institutions -~ wcould appeal to all
States, institutions, organizations and individuals to offer qreater financial and
othey support to the Programme in order to secure lts continuation and stezdy
expansion.

The last report (A/44/742) - on agenda item 120 - relates to offers by Menmber
States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing
Territories. 1In the draft resolution recommended by the Committee, the Assembly

would express iix .ppreciation to those Member States that have made scholarships
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Mr. A)M-Kindi, Rapporteur,
Fourth Committee)

available tc the inhabitants of such Territories and its strong conviction that the
continuation and expansion of cffers of scholarships are essential in order to meet
the increasing need of students from Non-Self-Governing Territories for educational
and training assistance. Considering that students in those Territories should be
encouraged to avail themselves of such offers, the Assembly would also urge the
administering Powers to take effective measures to ensure the widespread and
continuous dissemination in the Territories under their administration of
information relating to such offers made by States,

On behalf of the Fourth Committee I commend these reports to the General
Assembly for its attention.

In conclusion, I should like to thank the Chairman of the Fourth Committee,
Ambassador Robert F. Van Lierop of Vanuatu, for his leadership and for the advice
and quidance he has given me in connection with my tasks as Rapporteur of the
Fourth Committee. I express my gratitude also to the other officers and the
members of the Fourth Committee and to the secretariat of the Committee for the
co-operation and assistance extended to me during the session.

The PRESIDENT: If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules of

procedure, I shall take it that the General Assembly decides not to discuss the
reports of the Fourth Committee that are before it today.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: Statements will therefore be limited to explanations of

vote. The positions of delegations regarding the various recommendations of the
Fourth Committee have been made clear in the Committee and are reflected in the

relevant official records.
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{The Presgident)

May I remind members of the Assembly that under paragraph 7 of decision 34/401
the General Assembly agreed that

»when the same draft resolution is cunsidered in a Main Committee and in

plenary meeting, a delegation should, as far as possible, explain its vote

only once, i.e., either in the Committee or in plenary meeting, unless that
delegation's vote in plenary meeting is different from its vote in the

Commi ttee®.

I would also remind delegations that, again in accordance with General
Assembly decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should
be made by delegations from their seats.

We shall first consider the report of the Fourth Committee (3/44/739) on
agenda item 116, "Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under
article 73 (e) of the Charter of the United Nations".

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by
the Fourth Committee in paragraph 7 of its report. A recorded vote has been
requested.

A recorded vote was taken,

In favours Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa
Rica, CAte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, pjibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equa tor ial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebancn, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jsmahiriya, Iaxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Maur itiug, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands,

New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
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Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Polanad,
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sso Tome and
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname,
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
2nd Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Urugquay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire

Against: None

Abstsining: France, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America

The draft resolution was adopted by 150 votes to none, with 3 abstentions
(resolution 43/83).

The PRESIDENT: That concludes the Assembly's consideration of item 116.

We turn next to the report of the Fourth Committee (A/44/664) on agenda
item 117, entitled *Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are
impeding the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples in Namibia and in all other territories under
colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial
discrimination in southern Africa®.

I now call upon the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic, who wishes o
explain his vote before the voting.

Mr. SHAHEED (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic)s My
delegation will vote in favour of the draft resolution and the draft decision which
are recommended under agenda item 117 and which strongly and rightly condemn,
inter alia, the collaboration of the racist régime in Tel Aviv with the racist
minority régime of South Africa in the nuclear and military fields.

It should be noted, however, that the draft resn.ustion and the draft decision
merely condemn the military and nuclear collaboration between the two racist
régimes, in Tel Aviv and Pretoria, while it is no secret that that collaboration

extends to all economic and cultural fields.
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(Mr. Shaheed, Syrisn Arab
Republic)

Not only that, but the economic relations between these two racist régimes,
which are overlooked in the draft resolution and the draft decision, are constantly

growing. In fact, the Financial Mail of Johannesburg reported the following in its

issve of S May 1989:
"In 1987 the total trade between Israel and South Africa was $247 million. In
1988, the figure rose to $341 million. In 1988 imports of goods from Israel
to South Africa exceeded exports by some $80 million. Among the major
products imported by Israel from South Africa are mineral products, petrol,
coal and base metals. In 1988, exports from Israel totalled $131 millions the
main exports were chemical products, precious stones and metals and
machinery. &hlso included were medical and optical products, rubber, plastics

and textiles.® (Israel today, A survey, Supp., P. 11)

With regard to military and nuclear collaboration, which are rightly condemed
in the draft resolution and the draft decision, we need only say that it is an
ongoing activity. The information reported by the NBC television network on
25 October 1989 confirmed that the racist régime in occupied Palestine is assisting
the Scuth African racist régime in the manufacture of long-range nuclear missiles,
in return for enriched uranium to be used in producing nuclear warheads. In fact,
that informztion has never been denied or refuted by either régime in view of the
categorical evidence provided.

We believe that the draft resolution and the draft decision should condemn all
forms of collaboration between the two racist régimes, of Tel Aviv and Pretoria,
especially since all the evidence points to the continuance of that collaboration
in a2ll its forms, despite efforts to camouflage it in order to avoid international
rect imina tion.

It goes without saying that that collaboration, which stems from the very

‘
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motives behind the creation of the two régimes, poses a seriocus threat to the peace
and security of the African continent and the Arab region. Also, that
collaboration has encouraged the two régimes to persist in their racist policies
and defy the international community.

In conclusion, it should be menticned that this obvious and flagrant gap in
the draft resolution and the draft decision is the responsibility of one of the
members of the Committee of 24, who has made 3 practice of dealing from a position
of power with amendments that do not appeal tc him.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will first take a decision on the araft

resolution recommended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 9 of its report
(A/44/664). A recorded vote has “een requested.

A recorded was vota wss taken.

In favours Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bshrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussslem, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Piji, Gabon, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea~Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebancen, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arsb Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Moroocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Cman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Wevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sz0 Tome and Principe, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somslia, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arsb
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad snd Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic; Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruquay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 2sire
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Belgium, France, Germeny, Federal Republic of, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Nether lands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Australia, Austria, Canada, C8te d'Ivoire, Denmark, Finland,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Maltz, New 2ealand,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Turkey

The draft resolution was adopted by 125 votes to 10, with 17 abstentions

(resolution 44/84).

The PRESIDENT: We turn now to the draft decision recommended by the

Fourth Committee in paragraph 10 of its report. A recorded vote on that draft

decision has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:

Against:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigqua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladeash, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Congo, Costa Rica, COte d‘'ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica,
pominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Bguatorial
Guinea, EBthiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinesa, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’'s
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriys, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morecco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeris, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Pcland, Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoca, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arasbia, Senegal, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalie, Sri Lanka,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrisn Areb Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobsgo, Tunisie, Ugandz, Ukrainian Soviet Socislist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tenzanis, Urugquay, Vanuatu,
Venezuels, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 2aire

Belgium, Canads, France, Germany, Federsl Republic of, Israsel,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourq, Netherlands, Portugal, United Xingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Americe
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Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finlangd, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Malta, New Zealand, Norwey, Spain, Sweden, Turkey

The draft decision was zdopted by 125 votes to 12, with 13 abstentions. *

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of agenda item 117.

We turn now to the report of the Fourth Committea (A/44/740) on agenda

itew 118, entitled "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the speciazlized agencies and the

international institutions associated with the United Nations®, and on agenda

iten 12, entitled "Report of the Economic and Social Council®,

The Assexbly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by

the Pourth Committee in paragrsph 7 of its report. A recorded vote has been

requested,

A recorded vote was taken.

In favours

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Austria, Bshamasg, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darusselanm,
Bulgaria, Burkina Pasc, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central Africen Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cdte
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Rampuchea,
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Seslvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemals, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hsiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonegia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascer, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeris, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romsania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samo2, Sac Tome and Principe, Saudi Aregbia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalis,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Surinsme, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Theiland, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet

* Subsequently, the delegation of Bulgaria advised the Secretarist thet it had
intended to vote in favour.
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Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of

Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugeslavia, Zaire

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal

The draft resolution was adopted by 142 votes to 2, with 10 abstentions
(resolution 44/8%5).

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of agenda item 118 and

of chapters I and VI (section C) of the report of the Economic and Social Council,
agenda item 12.

We turn now to the report of the Fourth Committee (A/44/741) on agenda
item 119, entitied *United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern
Africa®.

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by the
Pourth Committee in paragraph 8 of its report. The Fourth Committee adopted the
draft resolution without objection. May I consider that the General Assembly
wighes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 44/86).

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of agenda item 119.

We turn now to the report of the Fourth Committee (A/44/742) on agenda
item 120, entitled "Offers by Member States of study and training f£acilities for
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories®™,

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by the
Fourth Committee in paragraph 7 of its report. The Fourth Committee adopted that

draft resolution without objection. May I consider that the General Assembly

wishes to do the same?

The draft resclution was adopted (resolution 44/87).

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of zgendz item 120.
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We shall now consider the report of the Fourth Committee (A/44/738) on agenda
item 18 concerning chapters of the report of the Special Conmittee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to specifi_c Territories not
coverad by other agenda items.

The Assemdbly will now proceed to take decisions on the various recommendations

of the Fourth Committee. We turn first to the 12 draft resolutions recommended by

the Fourth Committee in paragraph 21 of its report.

Draft resolution I is entitled "Question of Western Sahara®. The Fourth
Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I consider that the
- General Assembly wishes to d the same?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 44/88) .

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled "Cuestion of Wew

Caledonia®. The Fourth Committee adopted this draft resolution also without a

vote. May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution II was adopted (resolution 44/89).

The FPRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Question of Tokelau”.
The Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution III without a vote. May I considey
that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution III was aaupted (resolution 44/90) .

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV ig entitled "Question of the Cayman

Iglanis®. The Fourth Committee adopted this draft resclution without a vote. May
I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 44/91.
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The PRESIDENT; Draft resolution V, is entitled "Question of Bermuda®.

Tnis draft resolution vas adopted by the Fourth Committee without objection. May 1
consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resnlution Vwas adopted (resolution 44/92).

The PRESIDENT; Draft resolution VI, entitled "Question of the Turks and

Caicos Islands®, was adopted by the Fourth (ommittee without objection. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution VI was adopted (resolution 44/93}.

The PRESIDENT: Draft cesolution VII is entitled "Question of Apguilla®,

The Fourth Committee adopted this draft resolution without obijection. May I

consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution VII was adonted (resolution 44/%4).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VIII is entitled "Question of the

British Virgin Islands®. The Fourth Committee adopted this draft resclution
without objection. May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to d the same?

Draft resolution VIII was adopted (resolution 44/95).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IX is entitled "Question of

Montserrat®., The Fourth Committee adopted this draft resolution without a wvote.
May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IX'was-adopted (resclution 44/96).

The PFRESIDENT: Draft resclution X is entitied "Cuestion of American

Samca®. The Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution X without a vote.
May I consider that the General Asgembly wigshes to do the same?

Draft resolution X was adopted (resolution 44/97).
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XI is entitled “"Question of Guam®. ‘The

Fourth Committee adopted dAraft resolution XI without objectica.
May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution  XI was adopted (resclution 44/98).

The PRESIDENT; Draft resolution XII is entitled "Question of the United

States Virgin Islands". The Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution XII without
objection.

May I consider that the General Asaembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution XII was adopted {resolution 44/99).

The PRESIDENT: I now invite representatives to turn to draft consensus I

and draft consensus II recommended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 22 of its
report.
Draft consensus I is entitled "Question of Gibraltar®. The Fourth Committee

adopted draft consensus I without cbiection. May I consider that the General
Assembly wishes to do likewige?

Praft consensus I -was adopted.

The PRESIDENT; Draft consensus II is entitled "Question of Pitcairn®.

The Fourth Committee adopted draft conaencsus 1II without objecticn. May I consider
that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft consensn:  I1-was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: We turn next to the draft decigicn entitled "Ouestion of

St. Helena" recommended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 23 of ita report. A

tecorded vote has been reguested.
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A recorded vote was taken.
M_

In favours

Against,

Abstain:lgg:

Afghanistan, Albania, &lgaria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunet Darussalar, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Congo, Costa Rica, OSte 4°Ivoire, Quba, Cyprus, Czechoslowakia,
Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatcerial Quinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, GQuinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
PFonduras, Bungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Jameica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, lao Feopie's Demdcratic
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malavi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaraqua, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Quinea, Earaquay,
Peru, Philippines, PFoland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Ritts
and Nevis, Saint Incia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sie-ra
leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Suriname,
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norgthern Irzeland, United
States of America

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Dermack, Dominica, Piii,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Samoa, Spain, Sweden, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey

The'dtaft-deei.sion'was‘adopted by 122 gotes to' 2; with 27 abgtentions, *

* Subsequently the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago advised the Secretariat
that it had intended to vote in favour.
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Jamaica for an

explanation of his delegation's position.

Mr. WOLFE (Jamaica): The Jamaican delegation warmly welcomes the action
Just taken by the General Assembly in adopting without a vote the resolution on
Western Sahara on the basis of the report and recomendation of the Foucth
Committee. As with other delegatiens, Jamaica regards that decision to be of major
political significance inasmuch as it represents the first time since 1983 that the
General Assembly has been able “o adopt by consensus a resolution on Western
Sahara. It also underlines the spirit of flexibility, co-operation and compromise
which has been displayed by all the parties concerned in making this decision by
the General Assembly possible this year.

This latest action by the General Assembly represents also the logical
fruition of the positive developments which have taken place in Western Sahara over
the past year, as confirmed in the Secretary-General's report '(A/44/634 and Corr.l)
of 12 October 1989. These positive developments are in large measure due to the
active involvement of the United Nations in the search for a negotiated settlement
through the Secretary-Ceneral's good offices in co-operation with the Chairman of
the Organization of African Unity (OAJ) and the diplomatic mission entrusted to his
Special Representative, in accordance with Security Council resoluticn 621 (1988).

We therefore wish to commend the Secretary-Ceneral and his Special
Representative for their unstinting efforts towards forging a negotiated poli tical
settlement of the Western Sahara issue. The principal parties to the conflict also
deserve our full subport and commendaticn for the new spirit of co-operation which
has been evinced in the efforts towards a political settlement.

In this connection the agreement given in principle by the KingGom of Morocco
and the FOLISARIO Front to the joint proposals of the Secretary -General and the

current Chairman of the OAU was an important step in the right direction.
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We also welcome in particular the initiation of contacts a2nd dialcque bet  'n
Morocco and the POLISARIO Front, as evidenced in the high-level meetings that - &k
place between King Hassan II and representatives of the POLISARIO Front. We
earnestly share the hope of the Secretary-General and the Chairman of the OAU that
there will be further meetings of that nature, since they could improve the
prospects for the success of the peace process.

Finally, Jamaica wishes to renew its appeal to the parties concezned to ensure
that the important progress made to date be sustained and further developed o the
extent of facilitating an early resolution of all the outstanding issues of
concern, 30 as ™ establish without delay the necessary conditions for hoiding the
proposed referendum in the Territory on self-determination for the people of
Western Sahara.

AGENDA ITP. 18 {continued)

MPLBAENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
QOUNTRIES AND PEOPLES

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL OMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD 70 THE
MPLBMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/44/237 A/RC.1069/975 and Add.l, A/AC.109/976-978,
A/AC.109/979 and Add.l, A/AC.109/980, A/AC.982-990, A/AC.109/992-998,
A/ARC.109/999/Rev.1l, A/AC.109/1000, A/AC.109/1007 and Corr.l)

(b) REFORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/44/634 and Corr.l, A/44/800)

(c) DORAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/44/23 (Part I), chap. 1I, para. 5; A/44/L.55, A/44/L.56)

(d) DRAFT DECISION (A/44/L.57)

(e) REPORT OF THE FIFTH QOMMITTEE (A/44/860)

The PRESIDENT: May I remind representatives that the debate on agenda

item 18 was concluded at the 75th plenary meeting, held on Tuesday, S5 December 1989.
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(The President)

The Assembly will now turn to the recommendations contained in chapter II of
part I of the report of the Special Committee (A/44/23), to draft resolutions
A/44/L.55 and A/44/L.56, and to draft decision A/44/5.57 -

I call on the representative of Syria on » point of order.

Mr. SHAHEED (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation €rom Arabic): Ny
delegation wishes to speak on a point £ order to seek a clarification.

Recently, the world has been witnessing certain developments, some of which
have not reached their culmination, while others are still in their initial
Stages. Regardless, however, of any developments that may be taking place at this
st:age.‘ we believe that principles & ot change and that values shared by all
humanity are unaltereble. The right of peoples to self-getermination remains one
of the principles that we should defend with the utmost vigour.

Since its inception the United Naotions has given the highest pricrity to
enabling the pecplea who ® not enjoy self-government to exercise the right to
self-determination enshrined in the Charter. With this in mind, the General
Assembly adopted its vitally important resolution 1514 (XV) of 1950, containing the
Peclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Over the yesrs, the importance of that resolution has become manifest., It has
accelerated the independence of countries that now account for more than half of
the States Members of the United Nations. Nevertheless and as the
Secretary-General said in his opening statement this year before the hmmittee
of 24:

"While it is true that the pPast 30 years have seen remarkable
achievements in the field of decolonization, an accomplishment of which our

Organization can be Justly proud, the fact remainsg that some 19 Territories,

with a population of some 3 million, have yet to exercise their right to

sel f~-determination and independence.* (MAC.IO%W.IMG, p. §6)

L
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The truth of the matter is that the failure to implement the Declaration has
not been limited to the 19 Territories referred to by the Secretary-General. There
are other flagrant violations, as in the case of Palestine. We must pay a tribute
to the consistent and unremitting efforts of the Secretary-General and his many
initiatives on behalf of the peoples that have not yet been able to exercise the
right to self-determination and independence.

Syria's unwavering commitment to the cause of decolonization dates back to our
own day of indapendence. We have alwsys been in the forefront of the struggle for
the achievement of self-determination by every colonized country. We have always
supported the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. We were
active in the establishment of the United Nations and have continuously supported
its efforts to achieve peace and end colonialism.

In conclusion, we would like to say that the two draft resclutions before us
could have reflected more fully the newer realities that have become clear to all
of us, were it not for that single member of the Bureau of the Committee of 24, who
saw fit to deal from a position of power with regard to the smendments that had
been introduced with a view to making the two draft resolutions more consistent

with reality.

The PRESIDENT: I would like to announce that Pakistan has become a

co-sponsor ¢f draft resolutions A/44/L.55 and A/44/L.56.
I now call on those representatives wishing to explain thelir votes before the
voting.
Mr. OSANAI (Japan): My delegation will vote in favour of draft
resolutions A/44/L.55 and A/44/L.56, because we firmly support the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence t Colonial Countries and Peoples snd hope that it

will be Auly implemented.
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At the same time, however, I must regrettably express my delegation's
teservations on certain provisions contained in those documents. My delegation
Cannot support some parts of the report of the Special Committee that are spproved
in operative pParagraph 5 of A/44/L.55 and operative paragraph 1 of A/44/L.56.

For reasons we have made clear on a number of occasions, including at meetings
of this session of the General Assembly, my delegaticn has reservations on other
paragraphs of A/44/L.5S as well, particularly paragraphs 4, 6 and 9.

In addition, my delegation wishes to indicate its reservations on the seventh
pPreambular paragraph of A/44/L.55. Moreover, it is my delegation’s understanding
that operative paragraph 7 of the same draft resolution is not intended as a
condemnation of all foreign economic activities, but rather of a pacticular type of
such activities that in fact impedes the process of self-determination in the

Non-Self-Governing Territories.

Mr. RICHARDSON (United Kingdom): My delegation wishes to explain why it

will vote against the draft resolutions and draft decision before us. A number of
speakers in last week's debate suggested that the time was right for a final push -
8s they would put it - to eliminate the last vestiges of colonialism. That same
thought is implicit in the proposals that have been made to celebrate next year the
thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples. It likewise underlies the declaration of the 1990s

a2s the Internatonal Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.®

* Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-President, took the Chair.




JB/9 A/44/2V.80
35 .

(Mr. Richardscn, United Kingdom)

We sometimes describte a man of great vision as being ahead of his time, or we
speak of far-sighted ideas whose time has yet to come. Here, on the other hand, we
have a clear example of an ides whose time has passed, conceived by those whose
thinking is quite literally behind the times. Decolonization has been one of the
major success storles of recent history. A decolonization decade could have been a

fitting epitaph for the 19508, the 1960s, or even the 19708, but surely not for the
1990s.

The colonial era is all but over. Since 1945, the membership of the United
Nations has almost tripled. Many of those new Members are countries that have
achieved independence through the process of decolonization. Forty=-nine of the
Organization's current membership were at cne time administered by Britain and were

brought to independence in accordance with the wishes of the peoples concerned.
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(Mr. Richardaon, United Kingdonm)

For the peoples of the few remaining British dependent Territories the
colonial era is over too. 1In their case the ocutcome has been differents they have
freely chosen to govern themselves, under their own democratic systems, while
tetaining certain links with Britain. But what they have done is exactly the
same: they have exercised their right to self-determination. They hapren not to
have chosen independence. But that does not alter the validity of their choice,
nor Britain's commitment to honour it, and the General Assambly should do
likewise. Those who seek to undermine these pecples® choice might take advantage
of the coming thirtieth anniversary to reread the Charter and to rededicate
themselves to the principle of sel f-determination.

The picture is clear. On the one hand, the number of Territories that have
yet to exercise their right to self-determination has been reduced at most to a
handful. On the other, the Organization is being asked to heighten its activity in
this field. This simply does not make sense. The thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration on decclonization should be the time for a careful rethink, not for a
reiteration of the same old sterile and polemical arguments. As my delegation made
clear in the Fourth Committee, it is time to take a good look at the practices and
procedures of the United Nations in the field of decolonization., What should be
eradicated are repetition, duplication and redundancy. We need a more sStreamlined,
pragmatic approach, adapted to changing times and respectful of the present-day
needs of the peoples of the remaining Territories.

Of the three draft resolutions and one draft decision before us, the first
two, A/44/L.55 and A/44/L.56, differ depressingly little from their predecessors.
Like them they 2re couched in the tired, disobliging rhetoric of previous dacades.
They have nothing of relevance to say to the self-qoverning peoples of the British
dependent Territories. One of them also misinterprets the provisions of the

settlement plan for Namibia, which is being implemented successfully by the
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Secretary-General, under the segis of the Sacurity council, and which will shortly
lead to an independent Namibia taking its rightful place in the United Nations.
let us hope that in 1990 thess texts csn finally be consigned to the archives where
they belong. We shall vote 2gainst both of thew.

As tbt the draft resolution approving the proposed programme of action to mark
the thirtieth saniversary of the Declaration, we find it incomprehenzible that
additional effort and resources should be devoted to decolonization work at a time
when the United Nations tasks in this field are diminishing rapidly. A modest
commemoration might be in order. But the expenditure of well over $1 million on
regional seminars of the Committee of 24, to give only one exsaple, is quite
indefensible. No onz can justify such expenditure when thege are ceal and peessing
needs to be met by the Organize.lon. If such money is really availadble - at & time
when the finances 6( the Organization are under strain - it would be battar devoted
to assisting the economic development of the remaining Territories. wWe shall vote
2gainst this draft resclution too.

As for the commsmoration ai the prcposed decade, we cannot fail to notice that
gcarcely one tenth of the membership have even taken the t:ouSle to reply to the
Secretary-General's zequest for suggestions. This less than overwhelming response
by Member States speaks eicquently of the importance attached to this
{1l-considered, irrelevant initiative. Rather than prolong the agony until next
April, as the Grrit decision proposes, should we not now let this initistive die
quietly?

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on the

recommendations contzined in chapter II of part I of document A/44/23, on draft
resolutions A/44/L.55 and A/44/L.56 and on draft decision A/¢4/L.57. The report of
the Fifth Committec on the prograsme budget implications is contained in document

A/44/860.
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(The President)

The Assembly will now begin the voting process and vote first on the draft

resolution entitled "Programme of Activities in Observance of the Thirtieth

Anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries and Pecples” contsined in paragraph 5 of chapter II of part I of the

report of the Special Committee (A/44/23).

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favours

Againsts

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australis, Austria, Bahanas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhuten, Belivia, Botawana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Fasc, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Cmoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, COte d'Ivoire, Cubs, Cyprug, Czecheslovakia, Democratic
Kampuches, Demdcratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador; Egypt, El Sslvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Bthiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Greece, Grenad2, Guatewmal2, Guinea, Guines-Bisssu, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, Indisz, Indonesia, Irsn (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica, Jordsn, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberis, Libyan Arab
Joamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malsysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal,
New Zealsnd, Nicaraqua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
P2nams, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Szint
Vincent and the Grenzdines, Samoa, S20 Tome and Principe, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, ‘Sweziland, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Sccialist Republics, United Arsb Emirates, United Republic
of Tsnzanis, Uruguay, Venuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northezn Ireland, United
States of Americe
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Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Iceland, Israel, Italy. Japan, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden

The draft resolution was adopted by 137 votes: to- 2, with 14 abstentions

{resslution 44/100).%

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now vote on draft resolution A/44/L.55.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken,

In favours

Against:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeriz, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Rzngladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Camercon, Cape Verde, Central Africen
Republiec, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German pemocratic
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iran {Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica,
Japan., Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's pemoceatic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberie, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritanis, Maucitius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocce, Myanmar, Nepal, New .ealand,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papud
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singspore, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Ugands, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tunzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuels, Viet Nem, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

* Subsequently the delegation of Mozambique advised the Secretariat that it
had intended to vote in favour.
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Belgium, Canada, Prance, Germany, Pederal Republic of, Israel,
Italy, Luxembourg, Metherlands

Draft resolution A/44/L.55 was- adoptad by 142 votea- to 2, with:8 abstentlons
{(resolution 44/101).

The PRESIDENT:s The Assembly will now vote on draft resolution A/44/L.56.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken

In favours
CALER 1AL 1Y

R — i m—

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antiqua a2nd Barbuds,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bshrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Sccialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comores, Congo, Costa
Rica, CGte d'tvoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
Rampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Bquatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, FPiji, Pinland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamshiriys, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morccco, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand,
Nicaraqua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint RKitts and Nevis, Saint Lucis, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Ssudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon islands, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisie, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanustu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zoire

* Subsequently the delegation of Mozambique advised the Secretariat thet it
had intended to vote in favour.
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Againsts United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of Americs

Abstaining:s Belgium, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourq, Netherlands

Draft resolution A/44/L.56 was adopted by 143 votes to 2, with 7 abstentions

{reslution 44/102).%

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now vote on draft decision A/44/L.57.

A recorded vote has been requsted.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favours Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam,
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote
d'ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Rampuchea,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Bl Salvador, Equatori2l Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji., Gabon, Gambia,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guines,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haitl, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Repuhlic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Pecple's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Sain% Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Szint Vincent and the Grensdines, Samoa, Szo0
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Sing pore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Suriname,
Swaziland@, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 2aire

Against: None

* Subsequently the delegation cf Mozambique advised the Secretariat that it
had intended to vote in favour,
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Abstainings Austria, Belgium, Canzda, Denmark, Dominica, Finland, Prance,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Isrszel,
. : Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, United Ringdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America

Draft decision A/44/1.57 was adoted by 130 votes to none, with 22 abstentions, *
—— T2 D2ON N 28/ 0.01 WAS ac

* Subsequently the delegation of Mozambique advised the Secretariat that it
had intended to vote in favour.
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The PRESIDENT: I now c2ll on representatives who wish to explain their

votes.

Mr. SAVUT (Turkey): In conformity with our policy of supporting the
efforts of the international community to ensure the complete elimination of
colonialism, my delegation voted in favour of draft resolution A/44/L.55. I wish
to place on record, however, our reservations with regard to operative
paragraph 9 of the resolution. We 4o not consider the wording of this paragraph to
be satisfactory.

Mr, HAJNOCZI (Austria)s:s Austria considers that the process of
decolonization constitutes one of the outstanding achievements of the United
Nations. Austria has therefore consistently supported the efforts of the United
Nations in this regard. It is because of its sincere commitment to the process of
decclonizetion and to the right of peoples to self-determination that Austria has
supported draft resclutions A/44/1.55 and L.56 and the draft resolution contained
in document A/44/23 (Part I).

However, this should not be interpreted as approval of all the provisions in
these texts. We have reservations with regard to some of them. In particular, I
should like to refer to operative paragraph 4 of draft resolution A/44/L.55 and
underline that Austria understands that paragraph as referring exclusively to
struggle by peaceful means, as Austria, in accordance with the United Nations
Charter, is firmly convinced that necessary change should be brought about by
peaceful means alone.

My delegation abstained in the vote on draft Qdecision A/44/L.57.

In conclusion, I reaffirm Austria's continuing and unequivocal support for the

process of decolonization.
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Mr. GRONDAL (Iceland): I have the honour to speak on behalf of the five
Nordic countries - Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. The Nordic
_cbuntriw" abiding ccmmitment to the process of decolonization is well known. That
process has very nearly run its course. This is one of the historic achievements
ovf the United Nations. ‘

The Nordic countries voted in favour of dfaft resolutions A/44/L.55 and IL.56.
Regrettably, however, we could not do so without certain reservations.

Draft resolution A/44/L.55 ontains formulations to which we cannot give our
consent. For example, operative Paragraph 4 contains formulations which are
contrary to the principle upheld by the Nordic countries that, in conformity with
its Charter, the United Nations should always encourage peaceful solutions. We
also find operative paragraph 9 too categorically formulated. as regards the
seventh preambular pParagraph, we cannot accept interpretations which are at
variance with the responsibilities assigned to the Constituent Assembiy in the
United Nations settlement plan.

As regards draft resolution A/44/L.56, our vote on operative paragraph 1,
regarding the chapter of thc report of the Special Committee on Decolonization
relating to the dissemination of information should not be interpreteg as approval
of all specific parts of that chapter.

The Nordic countries abstained in the vote on draft decision A/44/L.57 as a
consequence of their vote con lagt year's resolution on the Interna tional Decade for
the Eradication of Colonialism,

Furthermore, with regard to the report of the Special Committee of 24
(A/44/23 (Part I)), the Nordic countries have reservations regarding the financial
implications of the two seminars proposed in the draft resolution cn the Pogramme
of Ac.'vities in Observance of the Thirtieth Anniversary of the Declaration on the

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries ang Peoples,
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Cuba in his capacity as

Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the

Isplementation of the Declaration on the Granting of independence to Colonial

Countries and Paoples.

Mrz. CRMAS OLIW (Cuba), Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee on the

Sl tuation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples {Special Committee of 24): On
behalf of the Special Committee of 24, I have the honour of making the following
gtatement.

During the course of our meeting this afternoon the representative of the
United Kingdom, whose Government is responsible for the administration of 10 of the
temaining 19 Non-Self-Governing Territories, indicated that decolonization has been
one of the mdjor success stories of the past four decades. No one will disagree
with him in this assessment. At the same time, we are painfully aware that, while
a nusber of former coionial Territories attained independence in peaceful
transition, often with the clcse co-operation of the administering Powers, a numbetr
of other Territories had to struggle for recognition of their inalienable right to
self-determination and independence, at the cost of enormous sacrifice and
bloodshed, against the combined forces of th§ colonialists and vested interests.

It is also a matter of record that the United Nations, too, has played a decisive
role in that process.

The representative of the United Kingdom stated that for Britain the colonial
era is long over as most of the former British dependencies have aiready become
1ndapendant.and a small number have preferred to remain in close association with
the Uaited Ninodom. For the Unitcé Nastions, however, the General Assembly has

repeatedly h¢ld that the peoples of the remaining island Territories,
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irrespective cf their size and population or the paucity of their rescurces, have
the same inherent right to gsel f-determination as others, in accordance with the
Charter and the Declaration.

In order to ensure that the true aspirations of dependent peoples as regards
their future status are expressed fully and without interference, the Assembly has
stressed time and again the imperative need for, first, the participation of the
administering Power and representatives of the peoples of the Territories concerned
in the relevant proceedings of the United Nations bodies; secondly, the dispatch of
United Mations visiting missions to those Terri tories in c-zder to ascertain at
first hand the true aspirations of the inhabitants; and, thirdly, to associate the
United Mations in such acts of self-determination as may be conducted in those
Territories in relation to their future status.

On the matter of British non-participation in the related work of the Special
Committee of 24, I can only reiterate the repeated appeal addressed to the United
Kingdom to reconsider its position and take into account these imperatives set

forth by the Assembly.
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We are gratified to note the continued readiness of the United XKingdom to
discharge faithfully the obligations it assumed under Article 73 of the Charter.
The General Assembly has established the mechanism and procedure for examining the
extent of such compliance, and that is precisely the purpose of this annual
review. Unless the General Assembly decides otherwise, we shall continue to fulfil
our responsibilities. Unless the Assembly decides otherwise, we shall not give up
until the last Territory falling within the purview of Chouier XI of the Charter is

no longer of conce.n to the Orgauization.

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded this stage of our consideration of

agenda item 18.
AGENDA ITBM 25

REVIEW OF THE EFFICIENCY OF THE AIMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL FUNCTIONING OF THE
UNITED NATIONS

(a) NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/44/747)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/44/L.58)

The PRESIDENT: The note by the Secretary-General on the United Naticns

intergovemmental structure and functions in the economic and social fields has

been issued as dcurent A/44/747.

In this connection, the Ascembly alsoc has before it a draft resolution
(A/744/L.58). A draft resolution {A/44/L.53) and a draft decision (A/44/L.54)
previously submitted under this item have been withdrawn.

I call on the representative of Bolivia to introduce draft resolution

A/44/L.58.

Mr. NAVAJAS MOGRO (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanisgh): It is an

honour for me to report to the Assembly the outcome of the consultations on the
proposals submitted to the Assembly under this agenda itvem, entitled "Review of the

efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the United Naticns®.
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This issue has been before the General Assenbly for several yescs. Memder
States are unanimous that there {8 & need st:ongthmm.qniuﬂ Hations
intergovernmental and sescretariat structures in the ecaonomic, socisl-and related
fields t enable it to 8ddresa mre effectively and efficiently the present and new
requirements of the international community. The process, however, has been
complex. The Special Commission established by the Economic snd Social Council
carried out an in-depth study of the United Nations intergovernmental structure and
functions in the economic: social and related fields, but was unable to reach
agreement on a set of measures.,

The Economic and\s::cial Council has since 1988 adopted tso impoztant
resolutions aimed at revitalizing 1its functions. This process is still continuing,
and a number of very importsnt measures have beén taken to enable the Coancil
carry out its responsibilities more effectively., . -

The General Assembly is considering agenda item 38 at {ts curzent gsession in
the light of the work already done as well as the Secretary-General's note
(A/44/747). BAs 8 result of informal discussions among groups and {ntrested
countries, two draft proposals were submitted to the Generyl Assembly. The first
(2/44/L.53) was sponsored by Australia, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Yorway, Poland, Sweden, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kingdom. The second (A/44/L. 54)
was presented by Malaysias on behalf of the Group of 77.

In the light of the convergence of views and the desire of Mamber States to
reach a consensus on the subject, the President of the General Assembly requested
me, as a Vice-President of the General Assembly, to facilitate the process of
consultations on agenda item 38. a number of informal meetings were held to

facilitate an exchangs of views on the two draft proposals. I am Plessed to report
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that as a recult of thoss consultations we have draft resolution A/44/L.58, a

merger of the principal elements of the two draft proposals that formed the basis
of the consultations. The draft resolution, which maintains the essential thrust
of the two texts, is intended 9:;, assi;t the preocess of bringing about improvements

in the structure and functioning of the United Nations in the economic, social and

related fislds.

The draft resolution refiects the General view that reform is a continuing
process and taat it is in the common interest of all countries to ensure the
effective functioning of the United Nations in the economic, social and related
fields so that it is more responsive not only to current issues but also to
emerging problems and issues, particularly those relating to the develcpment of the
developing countries. The draft resolution also reaffirme that the main goal of
grestructuring and revitalizing the United Nations in those fields is not to make
financial savings, but to ensure effective and efficient use of resources in
support of the objectives determined by Memher States in the economic, social and
related €ields.

The draft resoluticn also reflects general agreement on the need to strengthen
international co-operation. It recognizes that the intergovernmental deliberations
scheduleld to take place in the begirning of the 19908 - including, in particulac,
the special session of the General Assembly on international co-operation against
illicit production, supply, demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic dgugsy
the special session of the Assembly devoted tc international economic co-operation,
in particular the revitalization of economic growth and development for developing
countrieas the Second United Nations Conference on Least Developed Oountriess the
elaboration of the internaticnal development strategy for the fourth United Nations

developnent dacade;s the eighth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
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and Development; and the proposed United Nations conference on eavironment and
development - will have a biq impact on the functioning of the United Nations

intergovernmental macinery and secretariat structures in the economic, social and

related fields.

The draft resolution requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth session, when this matter will again be considered.

The drait resolution also stresses the need for the full implementation of
YBconomic and Social Oouncil resolutions 1988/77 and 1989/114, including the
Provisions related to the secretariat suwpport structure of the uncil, and
requests the Secretary-General to present a report on the implementation of these
resolutions to the Economic and Social Gbuncil at its second regular session
in 1990.

In the informal consultations that I held I found all the principal
varticipants forthcoming and co-operative, which enabled me to present the draft
resolution now before the General Assembly. I take this opportunity to express my
deep appreciation for their co-operation. I hope that the draft resolution will be

adopted by consensus.
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Mr. CHOO (Malaysia): I have the hor;out to speak on behalf of the Group
of 77.

The Group of 77 wishes to reaffirm the significance it attaches t the
question of the review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial
functioning of the United Nations in the ec_:onomi.c and social fields, while taking
mote of the useful information contained in the note by the Secretary-General.

We are witnessing a rapid transformation of the world political and economic
situstion. There is & lessening of political tension between the two super-aowetg.
while major developments continue to take place in Bastern Europe. The centrally
planned economies of Eastern Europe appear poised to integrate into the world
economic grid, while efforts are under way to regionalize developed countries in
various ways in both Western Europe and North America. Japan has emerged as a
mujor economié Power. At the same time, the economic gap between the develcoped and
the developing countries has widened in the 1980s.

These developments, have served among other things, to underline the
increasing, albeit gradual, realization of the interdependerce of the developed and
developing countries. Countries, both developed and developing, have been drawn
closer in economic linkages, including globalization of financial markets and
lnhegration of capital markets. Interdependence indeed holds the key to the future
well-being of both developed and developing countries. In this regard, the United
Nations 'system must adapt to these developments shaping the world-wide political
and economic environment.

The Group of 77 welcomes the positive response of all oountries on development
and international co-operaticn issues, as demonstrated in the United Nations agenda
for the early years of the new decade of the 1990s. We wish in particulsr to

refer, inter alia, toc the 1990 special session of the General Assembly devoted to
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international economic co-operation, in particular to the revitalization of
economic growth and development of the developing countries, the new internstional
development strategy, the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, the pu_:posed United Nations conference on environment and development
and the eighth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develcopment.

Given the changing global environment, as well as the United Naticns agenda
for the 1990s, the Group of 77 recognizes the need for the United Nations system to
be more effective and efficient. It was in this spirit that the Group of 77 took
the initiative of introducing the draft resolution on the revitalization of the
Economic and Social Council. However, it regrets that the implementation of some
parts of the resolutibn have been delayed. We would like to reiterate the need for
urgent implementation of Economic and Social Council resoiutions 1988/77 and
1989/114, on the revitalization and effective functioning éf the Council. This
would enable the Council to carry out the functicns envisaged for it in the
Charter. The Group of 77 would like to reiterate the need for a system-wide
approach to issues of co-ordination and the t.eassertion of the bolicy guidance and
co-ordination functicns of the Council.

As stated at this year's summer session of the Economic and Social Council
during the discussion on the agenda iﬁem entitled "Revitalization of the Econonic
and Social Council™, the Group 6f 77 is ready to engage our partners in a dialogue
on the establishment of the multi-year work programme in bthe context of i:he
Council®s in-depth discussion of major policy themes. We would like further
streamlining and consolidation of documentation. The specislized agencies, funds
and programmes should be further encouraged & provide the Economic and Social
Council with analytical summaries and other inputs, as called for in Economic and

Social Council resolution 1988/77. By clearly identifying issues and their
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interrehuomhm\ and the role in action in their ‘tespective sreas of various
bodies of the United Nations system, our ‘in-depth discussion of major themes can be
given an operationsl content ag well as policy direction. The monitoring
arrangsments, follow-up and reporting procedures also need to be clesrly spelt out.

The genersl thrust of restructuring in the United Nations hag been limited,
and undertaken generally from the perspective of cutting the budget. The real
issue, however, is whether the system of multilateral co-operation is responding to
evolvi..ng needs and to the cbjective with the hiighest: priority, namely the
develomment of the developing countries.

The Group of 77 wishes to emphasize at this point the need for care and
caution in undertaking reforme, mrtlmlatly"when those reforms affect the
interests and concerns of developing countries. In this connection, we wigh to
stress that committees and bodies which promote the interest of developing
countries gshould not be subsuaed.. ostensibly on the ground of savings. Instesd,
8oRe of these bodies ghould be enhanced and strengthened. We are quite clear that
the purpose of such reform is to achieve better and more effective utilization of
availsble resources.

In concluaion, ws cali upcn all countries to make their asgsessed contributions
to the reqular budget, ~as ve believe that the efficiency of the United Nations
system is also dependent on sound finencisl undarpinnings,

Mr. LMMERLE (Prance) (interpretation from Prench):s I have the honour to
speak on behalf of the European Community and its member Statas on that part of
agenda item 38, "Review of the efficiency of the sdministrative and financial
functioning of the United Nations®, set aaidc‘ for considecation by the General
Asgembly itself. This part of the agends concerns the in-depth study of the

machinery for intergovernmental co-operation in the economic and ®ocial spherss.
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The way in which our delegations have for yesrs participated in various
successive efforts to reform the intergovernmental machinery of the United Nations
in the economic and social area demonstrates the importance we attach to increasing
the efficiency of the Organization in this sphere and our desire to participate in
the efforts already under way.

I reaffirm that the Community and its member States believe that one of the
essential‘ functions of the Organization is to make possible the exchange and
harmonization of the views of all Governments on major problems of economic and
socisl life throughout the world. If this function is carried out properly and in

a constructive spirit, political action must find in it a wellspring of inspiration.
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The structure of the intergovernmental machinery in the eccnomic and social
Sector and that of the Secretarjiat support services must therefore remain
constantly under scrutiny, so that nothing may hamper delegations or the
Secretariat - in the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council or the Trade
and Development Board - when they launch constructive and convergent initiatives.
That is why we have been taking part in the long series of efforts that are under
way, in a variety of fields, to spur on this reform; that is also why, in the final
analysis, we agreed to the decision to request a report from the Secretary-General
and why we were prepared to support a more detailed and more strongly worded draft
resolution than the one which, in the end, after difficult consultations, has now
been put to us.

Until the Secretary-General's report has been complemented by practical
proposals, and until we have had a chance, at leisure, to go again through this
file, which must never be closed, I shall cnfine myself to recalling what seem to
us to be the essential points, which are as fcllows.

No reform in the rules, the organization or the admininistrative support
concerning our work could, by itself, make up for any lack of interest, on the part
of our States, in this work. It is thus up to States to send here representatives
who are well prepared and ready to work effectively at exchanging and reconciling
views, so that our respective political endeavours in this work may be truly
ingpired.

Structural reform of the Organization, then, is not enough. But it is
necessary. There are tco many bodies that no longer attract to their regular,
routine sessions anyone except members of Permanent Missions, and national experts
rema3in indifferent. Too often the same group of representatives deal with the same

subjects without taking the time to consider them in depth or to go into ways
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of making progress. We make Poor use of Secretariat rescurces. The
cost-effectiveness ratio of what we @ in the economic and social field should be
much improved. above all, constructive criticism of our machinery, our methods and
our participation should he a constant feature.
That is the positive and forward-looking attitude we should like to maintain
and to have others share.

Mr. WILENSKI (Australia): Om this occasion I speak on behalf of the

delegations of Australia and New Zealand.

At the time of the creation of the United Nations an innovative feature of the
new Organization, hailed as cne of the very considerable improvements on the
discredited League of Nations, was that it would deal not only with political but
also with economic and social issues. It was recognized for the first time,
through the Charter of the United Nations, not only that political, economic and
social issues were closely interconnected, not only that economic and social issues
often lay at the root of political differences, but also that international
co-operation on economic and social issues in the post-war world would be essential
and cculd be highly productive.

The political effectiveness of the United Nations has at different times waxed
and waned, and some of its structures have been adapted or augmented as changing
circumstances demanded. But we must note with regret that the United Nations has
never been as effective in the ecconomic and social sectors - with the important
exception of considerable progress made in the human-rights area - as its founders
would have wished and expected. This is not to say that the operational agencies
have not done extraordinarily valuable work. But the economic and sccial
policy-making organs have nevar exercised the influence ang authority that were

anticipated.
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It is commonplace to note that today the United Mations, in its political
activities, has entered a new period of revitalization and accomplishment. The
Organization has seized the obportunities presented by a thawing of the cold war to
act vigorously in a number of situations in different parta of the world.

Regrettably, however, this revital.iza;tion of the political sector places in
stark relief the relative lack of progress and accomplishment in the econcmic
gector. When considered alongeside the great range of economic and social problems
faced today, particularly by developing countries, this creates a new urgency in
the need to examine and to reform decision-making, within the Organization, on
econonic and social issues. Without concerted action to ensure that the econonmic
and social sectors of the United Nations are fulfilling their mandates, the
Organization will be able to hobble forward only on one leg. Without such
concerted action, there is a danger that ineffectiveness in one major area could
prejudice continued success in other areas.

What we now need to focus on is improving the effectiveness of the ecconomic
and social sectors. What we now need to ensure is that the discussions and the
decisions in the Organization are effective in influencing the actual policies
being pursued by Member States and in influencing the realities of economic iife.
Our delegations are not as much concerned by the repetitiousness of the economic
debate in Qifferent forums with overlapping mandates - though it would obviously be
desirable if debate could be more singulacly focused - as by the fact that the
debate; no matter how often repeated, does not have an appreciable impact on
economic decision-making where it counts.

Before we can discuss the reform of these closely interrelated eccnomic and

gocial sectors we therefore need to be very clear about the results that we expect
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of them. Our Gelegations consider that thz economic and social areas of the United
Nations systems should be: forward-looking, accourtable and responsive to the
chenging needs of Member States; productive of high-guality relevant advice which
has impact and authority; and oroductive of programmes which are well co-ordinated
and avoid duplication, hoth at Headgquarters and at field level.

Once Menber States have, together, identified and agreed on the detailed and
priority objectives in the econcmic and social fields for the 1990s and beyond,
decisions can be taken on the structures which are best suited to attain those
aobjectives. Form should follow function.

Of couese, reform will make no difference unless there is a political will
make effective use of the relevant organs of the United Nations and to conduct
discussions in these organs on all issues and at an appropriate level. This is a
central point that ve would emphasizes there is little purpose in improving the
structures unless we are prepared to use them. But Progress on the issues should
go hand in hand with progress on structural reform. Without poli tical will,
results will not be achieved, whatever the structures but without the aroropriate
structure, political will can be rendered ineffective.

These are the big issues we face. Debate on reform has in the recent past
been coloured by the fact that the principal forces behind it appeared to many to
be solely concerned with cutting costs. That approach may well have been relevant
to some at that time, but this is not our focus today - irdeed, we believe that any
costs which might be saved in the process should be reinvested in other
high-priority economic and social areas. Our focus today, and from now on, should

be on improving the effectiveness of the overall Ocganization.
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We recognize that, unfortunately, debate on this issue is still troubled by
the legacy of the immediate past; but we do believe that in the longer term, that
{s, over the next few years, with this new focus we should be able to tackle the
big issues. In the longer term, we should be deciding which nroblems are best
deslt with in the economic and social bodies and what results we expect. The
special sessiocn on economic co-operation and development should be an important
event in shaping‘ thoue expectations. We should then be ready to examine and take
decisions oa the most appropriate relationship between the Economic and Social
Oouncil and the General Assembly and its various committees, ‘as well as on the
workings of the subsidiacy bodies, the United Nations onference on Trade and
Development and the various regional and functional conmissions, ard indeed whether
any aew high-level hody is necessary.

In the end, we believe, there must be comsensus on a cohesive package of
changes to be implemented in an agreed order and over an agreed time frame. There
must also be a clear and explicit strategy for implementation, to support and quide
what will inevitably be a difficult process and an agreed review mechanism which
from time to time analysec and repcrts on progress on the agreed package.

What I have been raising are the issues which it seems to our delegations the
Organization will need to face in the medium term. We have no illusions about how
ambi tious such &n approach is, how difficult progreas will be or how mich time it
will need. However, while informal discussions continue on these larger issues, we
believe it is also worth while to continue progress at an imnmediate level, both
because the changes that are being sought are worth while in themselves and because
the experience of co-operation and, we trust, success at this level will make it
easier for us to make progcess on the major issues.

In this context, we must acknowledge that the latest round of refomm activity

on the Unitad Nations economic and social sactors, beginning with the report of the
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Group of 18, has made only slow progress. The exercise was fundamentally
endangered from the beginning because there was no universally shared understanding
of the objectives of reform. Yet, slowly, we have moved ahead. The Special
Commission pointed to areas where more work could usefully be done. This year and
last, the Economic and Social Council took important decisions to improve its own
effectiveness, and work on the “revitalization" of the Economic and Social Council
continues. We were also encouraged by a unanimously expressed desire at the
forty-third sessizn of the General Assembly, in resolution 43/174, to continue to
search for ways and means to promote organizational reform.

In this respect, therefore, we were particularly disappointed by the very
limited nature and scope of the Secretary-General's note (A/44/747) and the failure
to provide the detailed report requested in resolution 43/174. Incidentslly, the
Secretary-General’s note is numbered 747. It may once have bser a 747, but I think
it now more resembles a stripped-down Fokker Friendship, and I doubt that we could
fly anywhere in it.

We also join in the conasensus on the draft resolution before us today but we
must admit to more than a little disappointment that the steps forward it takes are
not larger ones. We should have liked to see something less general and more
suhstantive.

Nevertheless, the draft resolution dces keep the way cpen to further measures,
and we believe that these should be approached with many of the same elements as I
have just outlined: that is, there should be a focus on effectiveness; any
financia)l savings which happen to result from structural proqramme alterations
should be reinvested in priority programmes as an integral part of the change
Process, and there ghould be a strategy for implementation. In that way useful
Progress can be made.

It is most important that review and reform work should gtay in front of us as
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part of our regular agenda. Thus we support the draft resclution as a means to

develop fuether confidence and co-operation among delegations and 100k forward to
some future occasion when the Assembly will examine in depth the major issues
encompassed under this item.

Mr. TELIMANN (Norway): I have the honour to speaik on behalf of the five

Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Sueden and Norway.

An important stage in the United Nations reform process was reached when the
Fifth Committee reviewed the implementation of resolution 41/213 under this same
agenda item 38, several weeks ago. On that occasion, the Nordic countries
expressed their general satisfaction with the implementation of the specifically
agreed measures but stressed that reform was an ongoing process and that much
remained to be done.

An important element in the package that was agreed in regolution 41/213 was a
decision to undertake a thorough review of the functioning of the United Nations
system in the economic and social fields, which consume the iion's share of the
Organization's resources. The Special Commission, which was established to conduct
that review, completed only part of its task, and the mogt important part of the
work, in the form of conclusions, recommendations and follow-up, still remains to
be done.

Iet me stress that the Nordic countries do not view the reform process, which
muet be a continuous one, as an exercise aimed at achieving further savinds in the
budget. If reforms result in cost savings, these funds should be invested in
priority programmes. Furthermoze, more efficient machinery would better juetify
demands for increased resource allocations. We do believe, however, that the tasks
of the Organization will multiply and increase in importance, and that the
regsources available to carry them out will continue to be limited. It is therefcre
essential that they bz wsed as efficiently as possible and with a reasonable sense

of priority.
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The Nordic countries expect the Secretary-General to play a crucial role in
the reform efforts, especially in the light of the partial failure of the Special
Commission in its work. This applies not only to carrying out necessary reforms on
a4 continuing basis and ensuring that resources are used as efficiently as possible
within the Secretariat itself but also to making refomn proposals and
recomnendations regarding the intergovernmental machinery. A request to that end
was addressed to the Secretary-General in last year's resolution 43/174.

The Nordic countries regret the failure to Produce a comprehensive report with
substantive reform proposals to this General Asgsembly. Instead of the report, we
have received a note by the Secretary-General in which the issue of concrete reform
Proposals is more or less postponed, to be considered in the light of the special
seasion and the international development strategy.

We wish at this juncture to recall some points submitted to the Secretary-
General by the Nordic countries last PApril in response to his reguest.

First, we should try to identify and assign priority to these problem areas
that best lend themselves to multilateral solutions and where, conseauently, the
United Nations can play the moat useful role.

Secondly, a new 100k should be taken at the roles of the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly. Reports to the Economic and Social Gouncil from
subsidiary bodies must be transmitted to the General Assembly only if it is
explicitly decided to do so. The role of the Economic and Sccial Oouncil as a
“filter” for reports, resolutions and topics should be strengthened. This would
make it posasible for the General Assembly to concentrate its attention on major
policy issues confronting the international comrunity. In this context, we should
~ like to reiterate that the Mordic countries attach great importance to the

biennialization of work programmes and meetings.
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Thirdly, the subsi‘diaw hodies are generally seen to be functioning
satisfactorily but certain bodies would benefit from wider participation by experts
and some could no doubt be phased out and their tasks be taken cver by others. The
Economic and Secial Oouncil itself shouid be given an expanded role with regard to
policies and co-ordination within the fields which will be subject to reform.

We urge the Director-General, who has now been charged by the
Secretary-General with .he responsibility of providing a substantive report, to
identify concrete areas for improvement of the United Nations machinery in the
economic and social fields.

Since the Nordic countries & feel that further reform measures age overdue we
had expected at least some refomm decisions at this session of the General
Azsenmbly. The draft resolution the Assembly will adopt today does not in any way
go as far as we should have liked in this regard. It does, however, serve the
purpose of sustaining the reform process and contain certain elements that provide
gome basis for intensified efforts in the future.

Next year, it is to be hoved, will see the successful conclusion of three very
important exegcises in the economic fields the special swesion of the General
Assenbly devoted to revitalization of growth and development, particularly in
developing countries; the second conference on the least developed countries; and
the adontion of a new intarnational development strateqy for the 19903. These
three exercises, perhams in particular the strategy, will, it is to be hoved,
succeed in eatablishing an agreed agenda for the United Nations system, with some
indication of priorities. They should also gGenerate a political will leading to
stronger commitment by thg Member States to the United Nations, thereby providing
needed impetus to further reform efforts to reflect the new emerging spirit in the
dialogue between the developing and the developed countries. Naxt year‘s General

Asgembly session will therefore be an opportune moment to tske up again in earnest
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the broeder reform issues and to see where we need to change or sharben our tools
in order to achieve common obijeciives.

Mr. EL GHOUAYEL (Tunisia): Speaking on behalf of the delegation of

Tunisia I wish to underline the critical importance we attach to the question of
the review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the
United Nations in the economic and social fields in an era characterized by a capid
and almost unexpected acceleration of events.

The world seems now to have entered a period of great political and aconoaic
transformations provoked by the progressive establishment of a new globeal
equilibrium. That equilibrium is, however, accompanied by unprecedentad domestic
and international imbalances and by an increasing gap betwean industrialized and
developing countries. While interdependence becomes an increasingly inescapable
fact of 1ife, it happens also to be more inequitable. Such a situation undeniably
constitutes one of the most complex and urgent challenges to the international
community, to the United Nations and to the United Nations gysten as a whole.

The adaptation of the system in the economic, social and related fields
appears to remain a priority to which all Member States seem to be attached,
pagticularly the developing ones, as demonstrated by the leadership role they
continue to play under the aegis of the Group of 77 Chairmanship, presided over by
Anbassador Razali of Malaysia, whose delegation has just addressed the Assaably on
behalf of the Group.

The Special Commission of the EBconomic and Social Council creatad by the
Gouncil's resolution 1987/112 in implemantation of General Assembly
resolution 41/213 was unable - although the in-depth study of the economic and
social sector of the United Nations was performed with great seciousness and
efficiency - to reach any conclusion bscause of the then current unsupportive

political environment and of the related lack of relevance of the Commisaion’s
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mandate. That explains why the developing countries, within the framework of the
Group of 77, initiated a set of ideas and proposals which, finally, gained the
acceptance of the developed countries mambers of the Economic and Social Oouncil in
the £irat instance, and then of the universal membership of the General Assembly
itself.

That andeavour led to the adoption, without a vote, of Economic asd Social
Council resolutions 1988/77 and 1989/114, on the revitalization of the Oouncil and
of its central co-ordinationg role system-wide, and of General Assembly resolution
4371 7%4.

The Assembly is meeting today to consider the note prepared ty the
Secretary-General in implemantation of resclution 43/174, on the basia of
congultations with all member States and of the outcome of the 1989 diacussions by
the Economic and Social OQouncil itself on its revitalization.

It is significant that the relationship between the exercises perforned
raspectively by the Assembly and the Council had aiready been establiched as a
successful attempt to delink efforts devoted by most to achieve a genuine reform of
the econcaic and social gector from those which were designed to erode further the
effectivensse and uniqueness of the Unitsd Nations and of multilateralism snd which
led to the financial crizis and non-ndherence to assessed contributions obligations
under the Charter.

The delegation of Tunisia considers that the effective implementation of any
review, reform or other restructuring of the intergovernmental atructure in the
economic, eocial and related fields and of their secretariat suwport structures
depends Drimarily on the willingnasc of Hewmber States to utilize fully the United
Nationa and its structure in those fieldsg.

In this reqard it could he of aome interest to note rhat after significant

emphasis was placed by the membershi® on the relevance and unigueness of the
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Organization in contributing to the sclution of reg ional conflicts and in ensuring
pPeace-making and peace-keeping as a manifestation of the relaxation of Eaat-West
reiations, the same Member States seem finally resolved to resort tn the United
Nations for the addressing of questions on which the Organization's competence has
been constantly denied during the 1980s.

For the record we wish to mention in this context the emerging consensus on
development and international economic co-oparation issues like the 1990 special
session of the General Assembly on the tevitalization of economic growth and .
development of developing countries, the international development stratedy for the
fourth United Nations decade for development, the 1992 United Nations conference on
Environment and development, the special session pf the General Assembly on
narcoticss or issues such as driftnet fishing and its impact on marine living
resources, or external indebtedness of developing countries.

Priority should therefore continue to be given to strengthening further the
effectiveneas of the economic, social and related sectors of the United Nations and
to its co-operation with the vatiouﬁ institutions of the system, on the basis of
their complementarity and in order to increase cheir impact on the world econowy,
through efficient support and promotion of the socio-economic develooment of
developing countries and of multilateral co-ordination of the international
economic system.

The central co-ordinating cole of the United Nations system is one of the

major prerogatives of the Economic and Social Oouncil under the Charter.
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Full implementation of resolutions 1988/77 and 1989/114, without further
delay, is therefore of the utmost importance. My delegation is particularly
concerned about the delays in the efforts in this reqard, including the
implementation of the provisions relating in particular to the prepacation of
consolidated reports and executive summaries of the various agencies of the United
Nations system, and to the establishment of a separate and identifiable secretariat
support structure for the Council.

The delegation of Tunisia wishes to underscore its agreement with the proposal
made by the Secretary-General in response to General Assembly resolution 43/174.

As a matter of fact, my delegation has gstated repeatedly that any in-depth reform,
to be realistic, viable and effective, would have to be based on agreed priorities
for the 1'90s. Taking into accouni the fact that the priorities in the economic
and social field for the next decade are %0 be set by a number of crucial meetings
that are to take place from 1990 to 1992, premature action could damage and
prejudge the results expected from such a complex process.

The special session of the General Assembly, which is to take place in
April 1990, the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,
which is to tak~ place in September 1990, the international developmert strategy to
be adopted during the forty-fifth session of the Assembly, the final assessment of
the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990, which is to take plsce at the forty-sinth session of the
Genersl Assembly, in 1991, and finally, the United Nations conference on
environment and development, which is to take place in 1992, are the main
mechanisms designed for this purpose.

In concluding this statement the delegation of Tunisis wishes to recall that
thie Genaral Assembly is at present considering the final repor*: of the |

Secretary-General on the implementation of resolution 41/213. Implementation of
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that resolution depends on the restoration of the financizl health of the
Organization, its viability and effectiveness.

Finally, with regard to cre major aspect of the revitalization of the Econcmic
and Social Council, my delegation considers that the secretariat support structure
of the Council, provided for by resolutions 1988/77 and 1989/114, should be placed
under the direct authority of the Secretary-General.

We cxpress the hope that the General Assembly will be in a position to take a
decigion on this matter, as well ns on other matters related to the subject under
consideration today, including the venue of the varicus sessions of the Council,
with 2 view to increasing the participsticn of Member States and ensuring greater
consistency in the economic and social activities of the United Mations system a3 3
whole.

We also wish here to express once more the full support of Tunisia and of its
President, Mr. Zine Bl Abidine Ben Ali, to the Secre:ary-General, with whom
pPrivileged relations have always been entertained. The recent special visit of
President Ben Ali, from 11 to 13 November 1989, to the Organization and its
Secretary-General symbolizes the height of that co-operation, which is based on
confidence, active reciprocal support, and faith in the purposes and principles
enshrined in the Charter. We are therafore confident that the Secretary-General
will continue to contribute &ctively and systematically to the atrengthening of the
role of the Organization, particalarly in the economic, social and related sectors.

The Tunisian delagation, as a member of the Group of 77, supports the draft
resolution which was negotlated under the highly competent digection of

Ambassador Navajas Mogzo of Bolivia.
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Mg, WANG Baoliu (Chinas) {(interpretation from Chinese): I wish first of

2ll to express thanks to the Secretary-General for providing, under iftem 38, his
note on tha United Nstions intergovernmental structure and functions in the
economic and social fields. I should like to present some of our views on the
restrecturing of the United Nations system in the economic and socizl fields.

The cestructuring in the economic and social fields has proceaded
simultansously with reforms in the political field and in the fields of budgetary
proocsdure, and personnel menagewment. Although the achievements in the econowric and
socisl f£ields are not fully sptisfying, soms progress has been msdw.

In accordance with Gaeneral Assembly resolution 41/213, the Council, by its
resolution 1987/112, established the Special Commission on the In-Depth Study of
the United Nations Inteczgovernmental Structure and FPunctions in the economic and
social fiolds. Under the guidance of the Buresu headed by Ambassador Bsdawi, the
Compigsion held 36 officisl meetings and a number of informal meetings within a
perfod of 15 months, studied in great depth the functioning of the
intergovernmental structure in the economic and socisl fields and existing
Probless, and presented a report on its work, through the Economic and Social
Counsil, to the General Assombly at its forty-thiczd session.

As & result of the work of the Commission, Member States have gained & better
understanding snd greater knowledge of the econonic and social system of the United
Mations. On the basis of such comson understanding, the Council, at its 1988 and
1929 summer sessions, adobtnd two resolutions on the revitalization of ita wotk.
The resolutions contain some clearly stated provisions with regard to the
formulation of policy, monitoring, operational activities, work progremmes snd
co-ordinstion, working methods and arrangemsnts, and further measures for their
inpiementetion. This is commendable. This year, the Council, under the

chairmanship of Arbassador Mortensen, made a successful attempt % jincreate the
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efficiency of its work and to save time., It may therefors be ssid that the
Economic and Sociel Council has taken a practical step tuweards ite revitalizstion,
At the same time, however, we should not overlook the fact that the s-ipulations in
the aforementioned resolLutions have not yet been carried out accurately snd
adeguately. 7The most outstanding czse in point is the delay in the distribution of
documents at this summes’s session of the Council, which made it impossible for the
Council to conclude its deliberstions on some important issuves on schedule, thereby
heapering the work process and adding to the work-loed of the curzent segsion of
the General Assembly. Apsct from this, a lot still remsins to be done with regatd
to making proper use of the existing machanisms for sffective co-ordination and
monitorir , of various activities, ensuring and incressing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the secretariat structure, and improving the organizstional wark
of the Council. W¥e aust, thcrefore persevere and continue to pit forth efforts.,
Pinally, I wish to take this opportunity ¢ state once more the position of
the Chinese Jdelegation on this subject. The Chinese Governsent has zlwys
supported all ressonable pcoposals and recommendations with reqgard to strezmlining
the structure of the Organization, increasing its efficiency end effactiveness, and
strengthening its role. We are in favour of streamlining, merging and
consolidating certain structures, but haste will not yield good results. We have
to proceed with csution. Purthermore, the stresmlining process needs 3 saet of
sppcopriate criteris and should be implemented only after consensus has been
achiayed and practicsl steps have been planned. The purpose of the stresmiining is

to strengthen, not to weaken, the rola of tha United Nations,
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We believe that the restructuring in the economic and social fields is already
off to 2 good start. We support the two draft resolutions on the revitalization
of the Economic and Social Council. It is our hope that all parties concerned will
make a concerted effort to implement them fully.

In co-operating with other parties to advance the reform process, we shall
continue to take an attitude that is serious, responsible, positive and flexible,
as well as practicable. We are ready to participate in discussions and

consultations and to offer our comments and proposals on concrete issues.
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The PRESIDENT: Before proceeding to take a decision on this proposal, I

shall quote from rule 78 of the rules of procedure in regard to proposals before
the Assenmbly:

"AS a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any

meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to

all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting.®

In view of the limited time available and the desire of members to dispose of
this item expzGitiously, I would like to suggest that, with the concurrence of the
Assembly, we proceed to take a decision on draft resolution A/44/L.58 even though
it has been circulated only this morning.

If I hear no objection I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to my
proposal.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it thot the Assembly decides to adopt draft

resolution A/44/%.58?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 44/103}.

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded this stage of om:b consideration of

agenda item 38.
PROGRAIME OF WORK

The PRESIDENT: The next plenary meetings of the General Assembly at its

forty~-fourth session will take place on Friday, 15 December, when the Assembly will
congider First and Third Committee reports and the appointment of members of the
Joint Inspection Unit and of the Committee on Conferences.

During the specizl session, the Second and Fifth Committees of the General

Assembly at its forty-forth session will continue to meet as required.

The meeting rose at €.55 p.m,




