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Slrbeenth session

DBAFT CONVfi{TION AND DRATTI' RECOMMEITDATION ON CONSENT TO T{ARRTAGE,
MNV]MTIM AGE OF I4ABRIAGE AND REGISBATION OF I.XARRIAGES

Menglandre by the Secretary-Cenelal

1. tre Econcmlc and. Soclal Councll at lts thi-rty-s€cond. sesslon adopted.

resolutlon B2l- III A (fOOfiI) 1n vhich lt reccmEend.ed- to the ceneral AsBerxbly that
an lnterr:atlonal- eonventlon on free consent to marrlage, nlnlllun age of narriage
and. regletratlon of narrlages te ad.opted. as soon e6 possible, and transmltted.

to the Gene"al Assenbly as the besls for such a convention the terb6 of the
p"earlble and. tlte gubstantlve srtlcles adopted. by the Ccmnlssion on the Status of
Wonen at 1ts flfteenth session (vhlch appear ln annex f to the present report) as

vell as the amendments to t'hese texts protr)osed at the thirty-second. sesslon of the

Councltr ("..nex tI) and the .record.s of the rel-evant {lscussions.l/ Durirg these
2l

dlscussions lt lras agreedr that draft final- and- for&al clauses \,roul-d- be prepared

by the Secreta"lat. fhese draft cl-ause6 appear fu annex IIf. At the eame

6e6Blon, the EconcmLc and. Social- Councll also ed.opted- 
"esolution 

821 IIf 3 (nQfiI)
vhereby lt transnltteiL to the General- Assenbly the tert of the draft
recorooend.atlon on consent to marriage, minlmun age of narrlage and registratlon
of r0arrlages adopted- by the Comnlssion on the Status of Women at 1ts fifteenth
se6Flotr (annex IV), as well- as the text of the amendments proposed. at the

thirty-second- sessj.on of the Council (annex V), together vith the records of the
'rl

relevant fliscusslons.i/

ll see suninary reco?d.s of the 4J5th, \16th" I+59t,}. ana 44ogh meetings of the
Soclat coi@ittee of the EconoElc and soclal cou]1cll (E/A}.I /sR.\35, \35 t
lr]9 ana 440) ana of the Ll-?.st pl-enary aeeting of the council (E/s8.117I).

- 4 See swmary recora of the 11?1st plenary naeeting of the council (E/sR.1l-?l-).

l- 61-20[rl+ / ...
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2. the question of free consent to marriage and- the establishment of a

nlnjmun age of narr1age had. been ralsed in L956 by a Conference of

?l-enipotentiaries vhich, havlng been convened for thls purpose by the United

Nations, adopted on L septenber L)J6 a supptenentary conventlon on the Abolltion

of Slavery, the Sl-ave-Irade, and Tnstitutions and ?ractlces Si:lllar to S]-avery'

1. The Conference also ad.opted a resolution reconmending the Econonlc and

soclaf councl L (E/coNF.2t+/11):

t'to ccnsider the approp"lateness of initietlng a study of the que 6tlon of
narrlage vlth the ob;ect of draw-ing attentlon to the deslrability of free

"on""oi 
of both lartles and of the establisbment of a ninfuun age for

narriage, preferabl-y of not less than fourteeD years .lt

4. At i.ts eleventh session, ftL f9r7 t the Conmls6lon on tbe Statue of WomeD vas

l_nfomed. of thts reconnendation of the conference, and. severaL menbers of the

comlsslon extr)ressed. the hope i:hat the stud.y refer"ed- to i-n the reccDr4endatlon

would be entrustdd- to the Conmisslon. Accord.lngly, ttre Ccenlsslon adopted a

regolutlon (resolution B (xI) ) 1n vhl,ch it requested. the Econonic anil Social

Councllr

r'... to ad.opt the recormendatlon of the Unlted Natlotrs Conference of
Plenlpotentlaries on a Supplenxeniary gonvention on the Abolltion of
Slavery, the Slave -Trade, and fnsiiltutions and ?ra,ctlces Slmilar to
slavery, and. to decide that the study referred- to in thi6 reco@end€,t1on
should. be undertaken by the Coox0lsslon on the Status of, Woltren "'

It also requested the Secretary-General i:o prepare a repo"t on the subJect for

tts tvelfth session, if the Econcnaic and- soclal council- tlecld^ed to refer the

above-menttoDed subject to the Conmlssion.

,. At its ttenty-thlrd session, the Economic and Soclal Council adopted

resorurl.on o+u t^j.ul-,, 1n rrhlch it noted. the xecoEEeudatlon of the conference

of Plenipotentiarles and declded. that a study of the queBtlons referred- to in
the recommendration shoul-d- be und.ertaken by the connisslon on the status of

Women. In accordance wlth the request contalaed. ln this resolutlon, the

Secretary-General prepared a prel-l-nxlnary report (n/Cn.6/1t7 a'na Add.l) for the

tr.relfth session of the Co!fillsslon on the Status of Wcmen "

6. At lts tvelfth sesslon, fn L)JB, the Comalsalon on the Status of Wolen,

having con6l6ered- this relort, adolted resolution 2 (Xfi) 1n vhich 1t requested.

I
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the Econouic anA Social Council to inv:ite the Secretary-Genera1 to circul-ate to

Goven@ents of Menbe? Stetes and. to non-goverYmental organi-zations 1n

consul-tative Etatus a questionnaire designed. to obtaln infornatlon on consent

to narriage and requlrenents as to age a.r-d registration of marriages, and a].so

to prelare for the fourteenth session of the Conmission on the Status of Women a

relort based. on the inforeatlon recelved. the CcEmissi-on also asked. the

EcoBcEllc and Soclal Counclf to lnvlte the Sec"etary-General to prepare for 1ts

fourteenth sesslon a d.raft convention on these subiects lrhLch would- provlde. for
a ulnl&um age of &er"iage, preferably of not less than sixbeen years; the

requlrenent of the free consent of both partles to the marrlagei and the

conpulsory registratlob of narrlages.

7. At lts tventy-slxth session, the Econonic e,ntl Soclal Councll adopted

resolutlon 680 B I ()orVf) in {hich lt end.orsed. the requests of the Conmisslon

conce"nlng the questlonnalre and. the report to be prepared by the Secretary-

GeneraL, but declded that a dgaft reccsmendatlon rather than a draft
convention on these subJects shou].d. be prepered. for the fourteenth sesslon

of the Conmission"

B. At lts thlrbeenth Eesslon, In L959 t the Conmisslon oE the Status of Wo&en

ad.opted- resolution 5 (XIII) ln which it lnrrttei the Econon1ic and. Soclal Council

to reconslder 1ts d.ecislon to replace a draft convention by a reccrmend€,tlon.

9. At its twenty-elghth session, the EcoDomlc anil SoclaL CouncLl adopted

resolutioa 722 B ()A{VIII) by vhlch it requested the Secretary-General to prepare

f'o? the fourteenth sesslon of the Conmrission on the Status of Women both a

dr.aft conventioo and. a draft reccmmenda,tlon deal-lng rrith the minimum age of

marriage, the requireeent of free consent of both parti"es to the marrlage and'

the c@pul-sory registration of &arriages "

10. At its fourteenth ses6lon, ln 1950, the Ccn&lsslon on the Status of Women

had. before 1t a report by the Secretary-GenerB,l ba6ed on the replies received

fron Goverrraents and. fron non-goverreental orgenlzatlone 1n consul-tative status

I

(n/a1.6/l>6' corr.l and. Add.l) and. another report by the secretary-General

containlng a draft conventlon and a draft reccmmendation on the same subjects

(E/cN.6/t t) " After hevlng consLd.ered. these reports, the Connission adopted

(xlv) transnitting to the Econcmic and. social Cor:ncll the preanbleI resolutlon 4



on the oinlmilll age of marriage, consent to uarriage and- reglstretlon of marriages.

I!rc Ccumlsslon asked- the Col]lrcll to adopt the draft recolmend.atLon and to
rec@end, thst the General- Assenbly adopt a conventLon containlng the preanble

and the substant 1ve a"tlcles drafted by the Co@lsston.

11. At 1ts thirtleth sesslon, the Economlc and Soclal Council ad.opted

"esolutlon ??1 C ()40() in lrhlch lt requested the Secretary-General- to t3aaselt
the tlrafts prepaxeal by +,he Co@lsslon on the Status of Woeen to Goveflments of
Ivlember StateB for thelr obeervations conce?nillg (a) Ure questlon of l^"hether a

conventlon or a recormendatlon or both should. be p"epared; and (b) the Prorrlsions
of the d-rafts draxn up by the Cc'mlsslon.
L2. fn accord.ance r"Lt?r the resolutlon, the Secretary-Genersl clrculated the

draft conventlon and t'he draft reccnrmende,tlon to the Goven:nents of Metrber States

and preparetl, foI the flfteenth sesEion of the Comisslon, a report contalniDg

tbelr observatrons (n/cn. 6/1 7 6, apd Add..]-r) .

L1. At lts flfteenth sessionrl/the Comnlsslon o[ the Status of Wonen consLdered

this report and. took also lnto account the dtscu6slons at the thirtieth session

of the Economlc and. Soclal- Councll- concerning the te:rts which tratl been Brevlously
Eutfllltted by lt to the Cor:nc11. It was notett tbat tbe mlr.fuum age of ularslage

of fifteen yeals prescrlbed. 1n the draft convention previousl-y adopted by the

Connission conflicted. l'lth the prorrlsions of the nunLclpal law of nany States.

It llas agreed. that ln a lega.Ily-binding instrument, such aB the proposed-

conventlon, the"e vould- be great dlfflculty 1n flxing a suitable @lnimum age of
roarriagg acceptable to a large naajority of GoverEments " The Co@lsslon decitled

to lncorporate l-nstead- ln the draft cobventLon the general prlnciple that the

States partles lrlll underta,ke to lnclude 1n their le81slatlon provlslons

speclfylng a mlnjmr:n age of marrlage. Wlth respect to the conseDt of botb parties

to the narrlage, the Cammisslon feJ.t that the prlnciple of full and free consent

2/ See Offtclel Record-s.of the Econonlc and lhl}tleth Ses6l

)+/

Sesslotr, Supplenent No. 7 (E/r4b4), 'TETa6. 49-1i.
See Official Record.s of the Econonlc and. Social CounclL

q
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r'ras the nost lmportant and that the artlcle of the proposed- convention enbodying

thls ?rlnclpte 6hou1d. be, therefore, placed. ae article l- of the new lnstrument.

Final-l-y, the Comisslon took lnto account the concem of scrne Governments lirith

the fact that arttcLes I end. 2 of the A:reft coDventlon plepared by the

Counlssiou at its prewlous sesslon vould- have the effect of lnvallde,tjrlg

hafrlages .when th.e provlslons of the lnstnment vere not observed.. As a r'esult,

the Coomlsslon decided to change the forrl of these articles, leavLng to the

national- leglsl-atures tbe 
"esponsibil-ity 

of deteminlng the effect of non-

comlliance wit'h thelr pro\rlslotrs.

f4. In the tlraft reccrmende,tlon, the Comisslon adopted the sane priDcip1es

concernlng consent to marriage and- regletratlon Of marrlages as those contalned-

ln the ilraft conventlon. However, ln the provlsion on the ldnlmum age of

Darriage, the Cc0otission epeclf,led fifteelr years as the age below vhich no

narrlage rnay be J-egally entereA 1nto. It vas felt that thig ?rolllsion of the

recco4endatlon ulght be used. as a deslrable uinfuum standartl by Govel:nments when

determlning a guitable age of narrlage.
Li. The Cc&nission aceord:ingly declded, by J-6 votee to none, vlttr 2 abstentlons,

to tran6n0lt to the Econoalc and soclal councll a revised. terb of ihe draft

conventlon (see annex I). At the sene time, the Con@ission adopted. unanlmously

the terb of a &"aft recorn&ends,tlon and. reco&nended. 1t for adoptlon by the

L;OUnC].r ( See enDex Iv,, .

I

I
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DTAFT C ONVEI\TI lON

Eext adoBted. by the Connission on tg3 Status of I,(omen
at 1ts flfteenth session

CONSENT T0 MARRIAGE, MINIMUM AGE 0I' IT4AnRIAGE

AND IEGISMATION OF I4ARRTAGES

DBAFT CONVENTION

The Contracting States,
Desiring 1n confor&ity w'1th the United- Natlons Charter to pronote universal

reslect for, and observar.ce of, bunan rights and. fundanental freed.oros for alf,
v'ithout distlnctlon as to race, sex, language and. religj-on,

Recogrlzlng that, as stated. in article t6 of the Universal Decla,ration of
Ilunan Rlghts;

tt(l) Men and. vorDen of fuIl age, lrlthout any limlt€.tion due to race,
natlonality, or rel1glon, have the rlght to @arry and. to found. a fanily.
They ar€ entltled. to equal rights as to oarrlage, durlng nar"lage and. at lts
dlssolutlon.

" (2) Marrlage shal-L be entered. j-nto onl-y v1th the free aad full consent
of the lntenttlng spousee. "

Recalllng that the General AsBenbly of the UDited Natlons dec]-ared by
resolution B4t (IX) of I7 Dece@ber 1954 that certain cust@s, encient l-avs and.

practlces reletlt1g to marriage and. the fam1ly r*ere lnconslstent vith the
p"lnciples 6et forth in the Unlted. Natlons Charter and. 1n the Unl.versal
Decl-aratlon of Human Rlghtsjand. urged. all States, lnclutllng States vhlch have or
assllae respobslbillty for the adnlnistrcatlon of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
lerrltories, 'to take aJ-1 approprlate measures finftn " viev to abolishing such

custons, anclent l-avs ancl practlces by ensurfuig, lnter alla, complete freed.cEl

1n the cholce of a spouse, e3-lnt-nating ccmpletely ch1ld marrlages and the
betrothal- of young glrl-s before the ege of puberty, esteblishlng appropriate
penal.tles where necessary and- estebllshtng a clvil- or other reglster in vhlch
all narrlages will be recorded,

t

I
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Eereby agree as heielnafter provfuled.:

Artlcle l-

No marrlage shal1 be Lega1l-y entered lnto lrlthout the full and free consent

of both partles, such consent to be e:rpreseed by theur ln persou, l:r the

presence of the authorlty ccrnpetent to soLenanlze tfte ma"31age anA of such

'w1tne6ses a6 may be prescrlbed by ]av.

Artlcl-e. 2

States vho are pady to thls convention shal-1" t€ke J-eglsJc,tLve action to
specify a mlnimum age of &arri8,ge. No nar}iage shal]- be legally eEtered lnto
by any person under thls age, except where a ccupetent authorlty has SraDteal

a dispensatton as to age, for serloue reasons, 1n the lnterest of the lntendlng

Bpouses .

Articl-e 2

A11 aarrlages shaLL be reg:istered h en eppropriate offlclaL 
"egi6ter 

by

the cmpetent authorlty.
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AI\]NEX TT

Amendnent to the texL of the draft Conventlon
-t

Ner4f Zea]and and Spain: amendnentZ-

Artlcle I

Add. a Beconal paragraph read.lng as fol-1ovr6:

t'2. $otFlthstanttlag anytixlag 1n I)aragraph 1 of thls Art1cle, 1t shall
not be necessa"y for one of the partles to be present when.the

authorlty 18 satisfled that the tJrree fol-J-owlng condltions are met,

nanely, that tJre party:
o) Is absent frcn t?re country vhere the marrlage is to be solennlzed;

b) Is unable because of e|ceBtlonal clrcuadtanceB to be plesent; entL

c) trEs, before such rltnesEes ln such oaJuler as nay be prescrlbed. by
Lew, ex;rreeserl and. hae not r'dthalralrn conseBt".

i

f,
I

il v/ac.7 /r,.frt/aev.l and s/3j35/coyt.t.
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ANNEX rlI
Draft Fina1 and Fom.al Clauses of the Convention

(In alteraative fortr)

STGI\IATTIBE AND BAT]FfCAT]ON

ARTTCLE 4.A

1. Thls Conventlon shalJ. be open fo" signature oo behalf of any Member

of the Unlted. Natlons and elso on behalf of any other State to vhLch an

lpvltatlon has been addressed. by the Generel Asseubly.
2. ThLs Conventl,on EhalL be ratlfLed. andt the inEtruloents of ratlflcatlon

shaLl- be deposLted. wlt,le the Secretary-General of tbe Unlted Natlons.

Con@ent

ThLs clause fol-lovs the exEnple of artlcl_e fV of the Con'ventlon on the
Politlcal Rights of iloloen (L952)

ARTICTE 4-B

1. The preseut Conventiou shall be open for slgnature and ratlficatlon
on behal-f of any State Meober of the Unlted. Natlons and also on behaaf of any
other State which ls or hereafter becones a nenber of any specializetl agency
of the Unlted. Natlobs, or vhich 1s or hereafter beccmes a Party to the Statute
of the fnteynati.onal Court of Justlce, or any othel State to ryhlch an lnvltatlon
has been addTesseil by the General- Asseobl_y of the Ulited. Nations.

2. U1e present Corrventlon shal:l be ratifled and. the lnstnmeats of
ratlfication shal-I be deposlted- rdth the Secretary-Geoeral of the Unlted Nations.

Colment

lllxe prlncip]-e of thls clause has loeen applied. in the Conventlon on the
Nationality of lllarr1ed WcmeD (195?).

ART]CT,E 

'
ACCESSTON

l. The pr€sent Convention shall- be open for &cceBslon to aI1 States

"efe"red. 
to tu paragraph l- of article 4.
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2" AcceBBion shall be effected. by the deposit of an instrunent of
accesslon lrlth the Seeretary-Genera1 of the Unlted Natlonet

Comrent

fh16 c1au6e has been uged. 1n the Conventlon on the PoutlcaL Rlgbts of
Wonen (f952) entl in the Convention oI] the Natlonallty of Marrled Woeen (1957).
see also Fandbook of Flhar Clauses ( sn/r,Ea/r) page 11, mrnber J, article xvl.

ARTTCLE 6

IT{IRY ]1\TO FOBCE

t. The pr€sent Convention shaLL cone Lato force on the nlnetieth day

fol-l-o$'iag the date of d.epostt of the instrument of "atlflcatlon 
or accesglon.

2. For each State ratlfylng or accedLng to the Conventlon after tbe

deposlt of the lnetrunent of ratlfication or accesBlon, the CoaveDtlon

shall enter lato force on the nlnetleth day after deposlt by euch State of it6
lnstrament of ratiflcatlon or accesglon.

Coment

fhiS clause has been used. in tJle ConveDtion on tfte Poutj.cal Rigbts of
Wonlen (l-952) al1d 1a the Cooventlon on the Natlonauty of l&.rrled. Wcmen (f95?).
Most conventlong d.rarm up under the auspices of the Unlted Natlons and. of the
gpecialized. egencles contain a glnllar entry into force cleuee (see Eandbook of
Final- Cl-ausee, (st/r,uO/r ) paees 68-?-).

MRI|oR]AI APPLTCA$ON CIAITSE

AsTrCl,E 7-A

l. Thts Conventlon shaLl apply to all Nou-Self-Govemlng, frust,
Colonial and. other non-eetropol-ttaD Territorles for the lEternatlonaL relatlons
of vhlch any State Party ls respoaslbl-e; the Party concerDed. shal-l-, subJect to
the provisions of paragr:aph 2 of thls artlcl-e, at tfte tlne of slgnatu:re,

ratl-flcatlon or ascesslon decLare the non-metropoLitan terrl.tory or.terrltories !

to r'rhlch the Conventlon ehalI apply lBBo facto as a resuft of such signature r 
:

ratlficatloa or accessloa.
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2. In any case !n vhlch the prevlous consent of a non-metropolltan terrltory
is re qlrlred by the constltuttonal laws or practlces of the Party or of the non-

netropolitan ter"itory, the Patty concerned- shB,Ll etrdeavour to secure the needed,

consent of the non-netropolttan territory .withln the period of tvelve months fron
the date of slgnature of the Convention by the rnetropolltan State, and when such

consent hae been obtainetl the Farty ehall notlfy the Secxetary-GeneraL. Thl6

Conveation ohall apply to the territory or terrttorles naned ln such notiflcatiou
fron the d.ate of lts recelpi by the Secr€tary-General.

t. After the erplry of tb.e twelve nonth ?eriod nentloned- ln tbe precedlng

paragraph, the States Partles concerned. shal-L lnfotB the Secretary-General of the

results of the consultatlons ll.ith those non-Betropolltan ter"itorlee for vhoee

lnternational relations they are responslble and. wboBe cousent to the appllcetlon
of thls Conventton lnay have been wltbheld..

Coeeent

Thls a"tlcle follows the exa&ple of artlcle 12 of Supplenentary Conventlon
on the Abolttton of S1avery, the Slave Trade, and. IDstttutlons and. Practlces
Slnilar to Slavery (L956) .

ARIICI,E 7.8

lhe prorislons of this ConventloD shal]. extend. to o" be appl-lcable equally to

a netrololitan State Party to the Conventlon and to al-l the terrltorieF, be they

Non-Selg-GoverEing, Trust ol Colonisl feffitorles vhich. are betng admlnistered or

governed. by such netropollta! State.

CoEnent

Thle clauee essentlally reproduces the articLe whlch the General AEsenbly, by
its resolutlons l+za (V) of 4 Decenber 1950, r€ quested the Cc'Enlsslon on Eunan
RlghtB to lnsert in tbe Internatlonal Covenant on Er:ntan Rlgbts.

Asf,ICIE 7-C

The vord. t'State" as used ln tbis gonventlon shall be understood. to lnclud.e

the territorles for vlxich lt bears lntematlonaL r€gponslblllty, unlesB the gtate

t

\

iI
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concerued, on ratlfyiDg or acceding to the ConveDtiob, has stlpul-ated. that tbe
conveatlon shalL not appry to eertdln of its territorles, Any state saklng such a
stlpul-ation nay, at any tine thereafter, by notificatlon to the secretary-Generar,,
extend the appllcatlou of the Convention to any or all of guch terrltorles.

Conneat

The text of this clause iE takeD elth ninor nod.iflcatlons, fron paragraph lof article It of the convention on the Declaration of Death of Mlssion persons
(see Fanalbook, page r4'/). This clause is an example of a col-onlal clause provldingfor the optlonal exclusion from the appl-icatlon of the Contrcntton of terrltories for
the conduct of whose foreign relatlons the states pa,rtles are tnternatronally
reEponstble. (Exanpres of, coloniar clauses provid.lng f,or the opttoEal appllcationof the ConventioE to sucb. terrltorLes, are to be found. oB pages l_59-145 of the
Eand.book. )

ANTICIE 7-D

Any Contracttng State may at any tiee, by notiflcatlon addresEed. to the
secretary-General of the untted Natlons, extend. the appJ.icatlon of the pr€sent
conventlon to all or any of tbe territories for the conduct of, vbose fo"eten
relatlons that Contracting State is responelble.

Co@ent

Thts Erblcre forlovs the example of articre lp of the conireDtlon on th.e
Preventlon and Punlshment of the crrme of, Genocrde (see Eard.book, pege rl+2). ThtB
cl-auee ls an example of a colonial c1au6e p"ovld.ing for tne optionar-appllcatlonof the Coovention to territories (See conment to artlcle ?_C atove),

BESERVATIONS

A.RI]CIE B-A

No re6ervatloDs may be eade to thie Convention.

C oament

I

I

This artlcle follows the example of article p of the supplenentary conventlon
on the AboLttlon of slavery, the sreve-Trad.e, a!.d. rngtrtutronE and. practlces
Slnllar to Sl-avery (L9j6) .

I

l

I

;

-
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AStrICIE B-3

I. At the ttl0e of slgnature, ratiflcatloD or accessl-on, any State may make

reservations to any article of the present Coaventlon other than artlcleg

2. If ary State qakes a 
"eBervatlon 

in accordance with paragralh I of tbe

presentartlc].e,theconvention,ulththeexceptlonofthoEeproviglonstovhichthe
xeservatlon rel-ates, shall bave effect as bet'lteen the reserving State and tbe

othe? Partle6. The secretary-General of the Unlted NatioDB shall- conelunicate the

text of the reservatlon to a1l States lrblcb are or &ay becoEe Parties to the

Conventlon. Any State Party to the Conventlon or lrbich thereafter becones a ?arby

nay notify the secretary-General that tt does not agree to consld.er lt6el-f bound' by

the convention rltb respect to the state nektng the reservation. TbtB Botiflcatlon

nust be nade, in the case of a State aLready a Party, wtthin nlnety d'ayE from tbe

d.ate of tbe co@unlcatlo! by the Secretary-Geuerall and", ln the case of a State

subBequen{tly becomlEg a Party, .wltbin nlnety days fron the date ethen the lnFtrument

ofratiflcatlonoraccesslonisdeposlted.lntheeventthatsuchanotlflcatlon
ismade,theconventionsballnotbedeeged.tobelneffectasbet'weeotheState
naklng the lotiflcation and the State nektng the reservation'

1. Aoy State oEklng a reservatioa lB accord'ance wLt'h paragraph I of the

present arttcle nay at any tlile vithdJan tbe reservatlon, in whole or ln part' a'fter

itb'asbeenaccepted.,byenotiftcatlontothl.seffectaddressed.totheSecretary.
General of the united. Natlon6. such [otlflcation shell take effect oa the d'ate on

wbtch tt i6 recelved..

Coronebt

thls clause has treen applied ln the Convention on tbe Nationallty of Married

wonen ( t95'l) .

ARTICIE B.C

l. At any tine of signature, ratlfication or accesslon, any State nay make
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reservations to aDy article8 of thls Conventtotr other tban to artlcles
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2. Any State nakiDg a reeervation ln accordatce wtth paragrapb I of thle
article eay et any tine thereafter vlthdra'n the reservatron by co@unlcation to
thls effect ad.d.ressed. to tbe Secretary-General.

CoEment

The pri.lclple of thls cl-ause h.as b€en apptled ln the conveDtion on the statusof Refugees (ceneva, 195I).

NRPICIE 9

DENIJNCIIIION AIVD AI}ROGATION

l. Any Contractlng State &ay d.enounce the pLesent ConventloD. by .lrlltteB
notlflcatloB 

_ 
to the secretary-General of the untted Natlons. Denunciation shatl

take effect one year after the date of receipt of the notlfication by tbe
SecretarXr-Gene ra.J-.

2. The preEeDt conveDtlon ehall cease to be in force es froe the date whea
tlre denunciatlon nblch r€d.uces the number of parties to less thalr
effecttve.

Co@ent

becones

Tbls clause has teen used. rn the cotlventlorx on the porltical Rrghts of
Vcaen (1!12) and tn the Conventlon or the Nattonality ofl Marri"a-Ut"ril iiglli.

Paragreph 1of thrs clause foi-rosrs the usual text of sush crel,ses to befound IE conventr.ons whicb have teen. attopted. und.er the auspices of the united.N3t1?o: (see Eendbook, page. ta6-Lzg). ft ao.s not, horeGr, provtd.e tbat theresharl be_ an lnltlal explration of tlee a.fter the entry lnto iorce of the convedtiondurlng whlch state' pa"ties nay not denounce the convlntion ( arttcle 2) of theconventloD for the suppresslon of the Tra^fflc in ?ersons conialns such a provision),Thls nay or nay not be sultable for the pulposes of the present Convention.

Peragraph 2 of thls clauBe reproduces the text of artlcre 20 of tbe Dra.ftconventlon on the rnternatronar rransndesron of Neve and the Rlght of correctron(Generat Aeseebly resolutlon 2?T (IJI)i. it tr-not connonly fouid. anongstco''ventloss adopted. under the ausprces of the unrted. Natlons and nay oi rry oot tenecesEary for the purl)oses of the present Conventlon.
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SETTI,EMEI{E OF DISPUIIES

ARTICIE fO.A

Any dlspute vhlcb uay arise betlieen a'ny t$o or nore Contractlng States

concernlng the intelTretatton or application of this Conveotion, vblch is not

settled by negotlatlonr Fhall at the request of auy one of the parties to the

dlspute be referred- to the TnternatlooaL Court of Justice for d'ecislon' unless

they agree to aaother eode of eettlenent.

Connent

Thl6 clauBe has been used. in tbe Conventlon on the ?olttlcal RlghtB of
llJomen ( ryrz., '

It has becoEe comon practlce to lnsert Lu conventlon6 dravn up under the
aueplces of the Unlted Nations a clause provtdlng for reference to. the
Intlrnatlonal Court of Jugtlce wlth respect to matters of lBterpretatlon or
application of tile conventLon, concerBtng vhtcb a dlspute axlses betl'Ieen one or

raiie of tbe contractlng parttes. Ehe preeent clause follovs the 
'sual 

fofld of
sucb clauses (See nanotoor, lages L59'L65).

AHTICIE 1O-B

Any dispute vhlch nay arlse betveen any t\ro or oole CoDtractlng States

concerning the interpretation or applicatlon of the present convention, vblch is

is not settled by negotiation, shall, at the 
"equest 

of aBy one of the partiee

to tbe dlspute, be referred to the fnternatlonal Court of Justtee for declslon'

unless the parttes agree to another mode of settlenent '

ConBent

Thls clause bas been ueed ln tbe convention on tbe NationaMy of M8'Irled'

woneB (1957).

NOTI'ICATIONS

ARTICIE II-A
The Secretary-General of the United Natione shall notify al1 Menbers of the

United Nations and the noE-nenber States contelplated in paragraph I of article 4

of thls CoDventlon of the follot'tlng: 
/ ...
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(f) Notificatlons of denunclatlon
of article 9;
(e) Abrogatlon in accord.ance with

Coonent

The text of this clause.
used in the Convention on the

(") Signatures and. instruaenrs of
article l+;

(tr) Instnments of accession received ln accordance
(c) tUe date upon .lrhich tbi6 Conventlon enterE into
v'lth arttcle 6:
(d) Notl3icatlons receLved. ln accordance with article 7j
(.) Conmunlca'tlons and notlflcations recelved.

ratiflcatlon recelved. ln accordance wlth

rdth article l;
fo::ce ln accord-ance

in accord.ance wlth artlcle
accordance vlth paragraph I

A.

recetved ln

The seeretary-General of tbe united. Natlons sharr notify alt states Members
of the unlted. Natlons and. the non-nember states contenplated ln paragraph r of

paragraph 2 of artlcS_e p.

witb the exceptton of sub-clause
Polltlcal Rights of Wonen (f95a)

ARTICIE ].].-3

( d-), foll-ow6 that

Conventlon of the follorirlEg:
lnFtrueents of ratlflcatlon recelved. ln accord.ance

artlcle 4 of the present
(") Signatures and

vith artlcle 4;
(b) fnetrusents of accession /eceived. ln accord.ance vith arttcle !;
(o) The date upon vhlch the present ConveEtron enters into foree ln
accordance wlth artlc]-e 6;
(a) Notlfication.q received. ln accord.ance iritb artLcle J;
(") comunrcations and notlflcatrons recelved ur accord.ance vith articte
(f) Notlflcatron of d.enuncration recetved in accord.ance with paragraph r-
artlcle 9;
(e) Abrogation 1n accord_ance wlth paragraph A of arttcl-e 9.

Connent

?he text
used. in the -of thts clause, vith the el..ception of sub_clause (d.), fouolrs thatConvention on the Natioaaltty of Marrted. l^lonen (fgi]il

I
I
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ABTICIE 12

t. llhe present Conventlon, of whlch the Chlnese, English., Frencb, Russlan
and. spanlsh texts sbatl be equally authentic, shall be deposited. in the arcbives
of the Unlted Natlons.

nember Statee contenplated in para8raph I of article 4,

Coenent

This clause has been uBed- in the conventron on thb ritrcal Rlahts of
wonen (f95e) ald tn the convention on the Netional_ity of pfarrfeo w.i"n (fgfZ).
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AI{i\IEX IV

DNAIT BECOMMENDAI ION

Text adopted by the Cc'mnlss lon on the Statu6 of
Women at it6 flfteenth EeBslon

CONSENT TO MARRIAGE, MIN]MTM A@ OF MARRIAGE
ATD EEG STIATION OF MARRIAOES

DRAFI RE COMMENDATION

IIhe Economlc and Socla]- Counclt
Recognlzlng that nen and. women of fuU age have the rlght to oarry and to

fou.nd. a family, that they are entltled to equal rlghts as to marrlage and that
marrlage shall be entered lnto only ulth the free al3al full- consent of the lntendlng
6!ouses, in accord.ance lI]lth the provlsions of artlcle 16 of the Unlversal
Declaratton of Eunan RightB .

RecaLllng Generel Assetrbly reBolutton Blrt (D{) of fT leceEber ljJ4',
Recalllng f,urbber artlcle 2 of the Supplernentary Convention on the AbolltioD

of Slavery, the Slave-Trade, and. fnstitutlons and Practlcee Sluitar to Slavery of
1956, I^thlch nBkes certaln provlslonc concerning the age of narriage, consent to
narriage and. reglstratlo! of earrlages)

Recalll.ng also tb.at, untler Article 62, paragrap/n 2, of the Cbarter, tbe Councll
nay tnake recormend.ations for the purpoEe of proeotlng xeslect for, and. observance

of, humen xlghts antt fuDdame:rtal freed.ons for all, and. that uqder Artlcle 51+ of the

Charter, lt nay nake arrangenents with the Member6 of the Unlted Natlons to obtaln
reports on the steps taken to glve effect to its orn yecooBenalatloEs and. to
recomend.ations on mattere falling uitbin lts cotrletence nade by the General

ABsenbl-y,

I. Recoenend.s that, vhere not alread.y provided by exlBtlng leglslatlve or
other neasures, each Stete take tb.e necessary steps, ln accordalce vith lts
conetltutlonal proceEseg, to adopt such leglslative or other rneaEules a6 may be

necessary to glve effect to the follolring prlnclples:
L No narriage shall be legauy entered. into vithout the fu}l and free

eonsent of both partle6, Buch consent to be expxessed by them ln perBon, orally,
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publicly and. ln the pyesence of the authorlty col0peteBt to EolelnLze the marriage

and. of such vitnesses as nay be prescrlbed by law'

2. No narriage of any person under the age of fifteen shall- be legally

entered into except vhere a co&petent authority has granted' a dlspensatlon as to

age for serlous causes, ln the lnterest of the intending spouBeg '

'.AI}narrlases6hallberegtsteled.inanapproprlateofflcla}Ieg'sterby the comtr)etent authorlty.
II. Recoanends that each Member State bring the Reconmendation on the

consent to narrte€e, the ninlElln age of marriage and. reglstratlon of marxiageg

contained in this resolution before tbe authorltles conpetent to enact legislatlon

or to take other action, at the earllest practicable rnoment and., lf posslble, not

later than elghteeD months a.fter its adoptloEi

III. Reconsend.s that Menber states infol'm the secretary-General, aB soon as

possible after the actlod has been takeo, of the neasureg taken under the present

Reconnendation to brlng lt before the coopetent autho"ity or authoritles, e''i6b

partlculars of the authority or authoritles regard.ed. ae competent and of the actlon

taken by themi

ff. Reconaends further that Membe" States report to the Secretary-generaa at

the end of tbree years aBd thereafter at intervals of five years the positlon of '

the lalr alxd. practice Ln thelr countrles 1B regard to the matters dealt vltb i-n this

Recounendation, sbowlng the extent to r,tblch effect has beeD given or is proposed to

be glven to the provlsions of the Recomendation a,nd. 6uch Bodlflcations of tbese j
provislons as lt bas been found or nay be found. necessary to nake ln adaptlng or

applylng lt;
V. Requests tb.e Secretary-General to prepare for the Cornmlssion on the

status of wo.nen a d.ocument conbainlng the reports recel-ved fl'on Gover,rments i

vI. rnvlteB the coEmisston o[ the status of tlonen to exanlBe tb.e repolts

recelved, from Member States lursuant to the present reeolnn4eldatlons and to r€p or't

thereon to the Econortric and Soclal Counctl ldth Eucb reconnendatlons as lt &ay

deen fit to na'ke;
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VIf . Recomend.B that the Genera,L Asserrbly adopt the fo]-]-oi.Il-ng draft
reso].uti-on:

"Igcaf!!!g that, und.er Arti c].e 6O of the Charter, tbe respoEslbltlty
for the dische,rge of the functions of the Unlted Natlone relating to
internatlonal econonl.c and soclal eo-operatlon ls vested. in the GeneraJ-
As6embl-y and., und.er the authorlty of the Oeneral Assembl-y, ln the Econonic
and. SociaJ- Councl.l- .

"Iggls that the Eeononlc and Social- Council has nad.e, ln
reoolutLon ..... recolmlendatlons to the Menbers of the United- Natlons
eoncernlng tb.e consent to narrlage, the minlrrul! age of !0arrlage and. the
re gl stration of marrl-ages,

"Endo"6"s the recon@end.ations and the arrangements nade by the
Councll tn resolutlon ....."
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ANNU{ V

Amenal$ents to the - text of the d.raft Reco@endatlon

L. Denuark and the United Kingd.olt of Great Brltain aBd Norbhern lreland.3qt
amendment4/

'L. In operatlve pa"ag"aph I, in the second J.lne tneert the word. tMenbert
before the lord. tStater.

2. I[ olerati.ve para6raph fll delete the rord.s rand of tbe actlon taken
by theto, I

1. Delete operative paragraph VII.tl

New Zealaud. and. Spaln: e-nrenOsent9

Operative paragraph f, sub-paragraph 1
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Add. the folloeiDg nord.s to sub-paragraph 1:

aNotwithstandlng anythlng in tbls sub-paragraph, lt ehalt not
be necessary for one of the partle6 to be present Hhen the authorlty
lB satlsfled that the thtree follo\.rlng conclittonE ale &et, nanely, that
the party:

(") Is abgent fron the country vhere the earriage iB to be

, sol-eEnized.; abd

(t) Is unable becauEe of exceptlonal clrcu-nBta!.ces to be
present; and.

(c) Eae, before such w1tnesses ln such manner as nay be prescribed
by lav, expreEsed. and b.a6 not vlthrlraHn consent. "

E/Ac.7/L.3&.
E / Ac.7 /L.tBL/Rev. I and E / ljtj / corr.L.
dreft Conventlon, !{as extended. orall-y to the draft Recomend.ation (see Su.mnary
Recoxds E/AC.1/SR.4!O t p, L3 tn the Engtlsh te:<t )

gb.ts aeendn4ent, proposed to the




