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Tntroductlon

t

t. By a l-etter dated. IB July 196f ad.dres6ed. to the Secretaly-General- (d/bBO5) t

the Actlng ?enmnent Representatlve of the united states of Amerlca to the

united- Natlons requested that the fol1o$dng item shoul-d. be lnclud.ed. 1n the

provlslonal agend.a of the si:*eenth session of the Geberal Aesembly: "Enlargement

of the Internatlonal le,i'r Connisslon'r.

2. [he Genera]- Assenbly, at its lol4th pl-enary neetlng on 2! Septemb er t96L2

placed. the ltem on the agenda of 1ts si-xteenth sesslon ard- at lts lol8th plenaly

Bgeting on 2? Septeinber referred. 1t to the Sixth Cotmittee '

1, f'he Connlttee considered. the lteB fron its 689tfr to 70oth neetings he1cl between

4 a.nd. 20 Octobe! f951.

Propogal- a.nd. anendsent

l+. fhe Slxth Conmittee had before it a dra.ft resolutlon (1"/C.6ll'.1+Bt and Add.l)

subnJ-tted by C.ameroun, CologFJa, EE4,r JaBan, .[;@!9, I!@lg' Sweqg and- the

United. States of Anerj-ca, rhereby artlcl-e 2: paragFallh L, and arblcle !,
paragraph Lr of the Statute of the Internattonal Eaw Codmlsslon voul-d be aeended' 1n

ord.ertolncreagethemerr.bershipoftheCorqml.sslonf"omtl'enby-onetot.lrenty-three
members .

5. I9r1@, Ghana, Iilgolxgsia, @, !9@r, -L!bva, 
Senegal and' Thal-land'

subo:itted. an amend:nent (L/C.61T.,.1+8' end. Add.l-) to the j olnt draft resolution rdth a

vie$ to lncreasing the mellbershlp of the Comlssion to tlrenty-five menbers '
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The sponsors of the joint d.raft resol_utlon accepted. the amendment.

A statenent regar&ing the financlal lmpl_ications of the proposed. anend:nents
to articl-es 2 and" ) of the Statute vas subn-itted_ by the Secretarlat (d/C.6/f .t+BZ).

Debate

B. Representatlves taklng part ln the d.ebate vere 1n general agreenent rrith the
1d.ea of lncreasing the menbershlp of the Comrlesion. f,hey otressed. the fact
that stnce ]1956 vben the merolership of the Ccnnl-ssion vas increased. f"om fifteen to
tnenty-o116 trepbers, the size ard. conposltlon of the unlted. Natlons had changed

signlflcantly ' Tventy-one nell States had achteved ind.epend.ence and become Members,

includlng nlneteen frou the central_ and. souther!. parb of Africa, Ilovever, no
person fron that Afrlcan area r.ras presentl-y a menber of the Conmlsslon, a
dgficlency vhlch obviously shoul_d. be corrected..

9. There r'rere, hovever, d.lfferences of oplnlon a6 to the nurober of ad.ditlonal-
seats 

"equlred., 
and as to the need- of a posslb3-e red.tstrlbutlon of al1 seats,

l-0. Severa:- reBresentatJ-ves r.rere in favour of lncreasing the membershlp of the
cororl-sslon from tlrenty-one to tlrenty-three seats, the tr,ro addltlonal seats belng
al].ocated to Afrlcan cor:ntrles 6outh of the Sahara. Tn the vlelr of nost of
those representatlves no furbher arrangenent was to be uade concernlng the
distr:i'outlon of the tventy-one seats, Tn this respect, the rrgentlemen rs

agreement" ar?'lved at 1n !p!6 at the eleventh sesslon of the General Assenlly*
shou].d contlnue in effect.
11. Some representatlves, r'nriJ.e not oppo6ed. to increaslng the membersh:ip of the
Conmlssion, stated. that the na:in problem r{as that of the f,istaibutlon of eeats in
the Comtsslon. In their rrier,r, the 'lgentlenen rs e,greenenttt of 1956 shou]-d not
apply to the 1961- election, either on the grourd. that otrlng to chaaged.

clrcumstances 1t had ceased., to exist or because lt had- becone ursatlsfactorlr dnd
therefore should be rerrised.. They thought that, in the co.urse of 

"ed.i 
stribution,

mope seats should be allocated. to Afrlcan, Asian and Social-ist couatries.
W. l49ny representattves thought that tventy-flve seats lrouJ.d. be a more adequate
nu$ber. As to the four addltlonal seats, soue representatives .noul-d. al-Lot them to

L/ See General Asseubly 0fficlal Records. Eleventh Session. Annexes.- agen '
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Afrlea, others to Africa and. Asla. Sone of those favouring a nell dlstributign of
seats heLd that ten out of the tlrenty-flve seats were d.ue to Afrlca and Asla.
A3. Sone representatives, although not opposing an increase ln the menlership,
rlele of the oplnion that tfre creation of too large a body lrouJ-d. be ].lab]-e to lmpede

the 'uork of the Comlsslon.
14. Other representatlveB consld.ered. that lf the need- arose, the Comisslon uight
establlsh sub-conrdssl-ons,

l-5, In the course of the discusslon, agreenent vas achlgved to the effect that the

membership of the Conmlsslon be increased. to twenty-flve.

ggli"s

:-:6. At its 698th meetlng, on 18 October, the Slxth CoExdttee adopted unanimously

the draft resolution, submitted. by Caneroun, Col-onbla, @s, @gn, I-,iberla,

N1_geria, Svsd.en and the United States of nmertca (A/C,6/L-1+BL and- Ad.d..l) as

nodlfted by the a:nendu.ent subnltted by ElhloJrla, Gh ra, Tbdonesljl, f@, leballon,

tribya, Senesal and Tha}l-and (A/C.6/n.\Bl and Add.,1).

Recoroend.atlon of the Slxth ConmJ ttee

L7. The Slxth Comlttee accordlngJ-y recomend.s that the General Agsembly adopt the

follolding d.raft resol-utlon :

ENLARGE{m{T OF THE I}IT.ffiNAT-JONTI LA\ COI'S,TISSION

The Genera] Ass.epbly,

Recal-Anng 1ts resol-utlon lfo, (XI) of 18 Decenber L)J6, by vhLch the

nembershlp of the Tnternatlona]. La.w Corol-gslon lras establ-lshed at tventy-one

nembers,

Notlng that the menberehlp of the Untted Nations has lncreased

"r''l"t 
r'r]7tr.r-]+, slnce the ad.oltton of that ?esofutlon,
l-. Decldes to amend as foll-ows articl-e 2, paragta"plh 1, of the Statute

of iihe Intematlonal lav Corfi0:is sl on:

'rflhe comrnisslon shall consist of tventy-five nenbers 1,tlo shal]- be
persons of recognl-zed. coBpetence 1n lnterEational 1av" I

P
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2. ,Dec1d.es, as a consequence, to anend as fol-Lows arLlcJ.e !,
paragraph 1-, of the eaid Statute:

trThe twenty-f,lve candid.ates vho obtaln the greateot nr.un'ber of votes
and not Less than a naJo"lty of the votes of the Menbers present and
votlFg sha].l be elected" .




