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Twenty-seventh s es sion
Iten 59 of the provisional agenda*

HLTMA-II RIGHTS AND SCIENTIT'IC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVE],OPMENTS

Report of the Secretary-General

1. By resolution 28l+l+ (XXm) of 18 Decenber i-gTI, the General .A.s senbly deciried
to consider at its t$enty-seventh session ttje iten entitled rrHuman rights and
scientifie and technoLogical developrnents".

2, fhe ceneral Assembly has before it for ite consideration the
Secretary-General r s prelininary report on human rights and scientific and
technological developments (E/CN.l+/1028, Add.I-3, Add.3/Corr.1 anct Add.)+-6) which
it requested in paragraph 2 of resolution Z)+50 (XXI]I) of I! Decenber 1968.

3. In paragraph 1 of that resolution, the Assenbly invited the Secretary-General-
to undertake, with the assistence, inter a.fia, of the Advisory Counittee on the
App.Lication of Science and Technolosr to Development and in co-operation lrith the
executive heads of the competent specialized agencies, a study of the problens in
connexion with hunan rights arising from developnents in science and technology,
in particular fTom the fo11o\.ring stand.points: (a) respect for the privacy of
individuafs and the integrity and sovereignty of nations in the light of advances
in recording and other techniques; (l) protection of the hunan personality and
its physical and intel-1ectua1 integrity, in the light of ad.vances in biology,
medicine and biochemistry; (c) uses of electronics vhich raay affect the rights of
the person and. the linits which should be placed on such uses in a democratic
society; and. (d) more generally, the balance which should be established betr^reen
scientific and technological progress and the intellectua1, spiritual, cultllraI
and moral advancement of humanitv.

\. The preli.ninary report was to comprise a srlrnmary account of studies already
made or in progress on the aforementioned subjects, emanating in particular from
governnental and intergovernnental sources, the specialized agencies and the
competent non-governmental organizations; and a draft prograrule of work which
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might be undertaken in fields in vhich subsequent surveys rvould be necessary for
the attainment of the objectives of the present Tesolution.

5. The prelininary reDort was ori€iinally subnitted to the General Assenbly at
i.ts tffenty-fifth session. At that session the .A.s sembly, by resolution 2?21 ( xxv)
of f5 Decenber 7970, requested the Secretary-General to continue to study the
problems relating to hriman rights as they arise fron devefopments in science and
technol-o$r, as provided in paragraph l of resolution 21150 (XXIII); and requesLed
the conrmission on Human Rights at its twenty-seventh session to give lriority to
the examination of the preJ-ininary report (e/cI,l.l+/1028 and Add.1-3, Add,3/corr.1
and Add.4-5), as suppl-enented by such further infornation as rai ght be made
available to it, including a prelininary mernora.ndun submitted by the I,Iorld Health
organization (A/8055/Add.1), and to transmit to the General Assembly, through the
Economic and Social- Council, its suggestions and recorrnendations for the
attainnent of the objectives of General- Assenbly resolution A[50 (XXI]I).

6. The Cornnission on Human Rights considered the above-mentioned documentation
at its trenty-seventh session, together with a working paper by the
Secretary-General on the draft progranme of work arising out of his areliminary
report (g/C'l{.4 /xxWI/cRP.2). A statement relating to this agenda itern vas
subnitted by the world union of cathofic tr"tromen's organizations, a non-governmentaL
organi zation in consultative relationship raith the Economic and social couneil
(E/cN.r+/Nco/l59).

7 " Following consideration of the iten, the Conrnission adopted resolution
10 (xrffrr) on 18 March 19?1. rn this resolution, the ccrmission expressed. the vi er^rlhat each state should, individually and through international, co-operation with
due regard to the principles of inviolability, sovereignty and. equality of States,
make use of scientific and technological devel-opments to promote the exercise of
huran rights and fundamenta] freedorns as ful1y as possible; and that problems of
protecting these rights and freedoms in the context of scientific and
technological progress should be tackled at the national and international- levels
in accordance with the princlples underlying the structure of the State and
society, specific economic and. social cond.iticns, and cul_tural- tradition.
B, The Corurission also recognized the need during the Second United l.lations
Devel-opment Decade to concentrate its attention on the most important and basic
probfems of protecting hurnan rights and fundamental freedoms in the context of
scj.entific and technological progress, and. in particul_ar on: (a) protection of
human r:ights in the economic, social and cu]tural fields in acco"dance with the
structure and resources of states and the scientiflc and technological 1evel they
have reached, as we]-l as protection of the right to work in conditions of'the
automation and roechanization of production; (l) tne use of scientific and
technologica] clevelopments to foster respect for hurnan rights and the legitinate
interests of other peoples and respect for generally recognized moral standards
and standards of international 1a$; and (c) prevention of the use of scientific
and technological achievenents to restrict fundamental denocratic riehts and
freed-otrrs.



A/87B'I
English
page 3

9" The Comission requested the Secretary-General to continue his study of the
consequences, for the observance of hunan rights, of current develolnents in
science and technology, taking into account also the possibility of using then to
improve living conditions an<i the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural-
rlghts. rt requested Governments to subnit to the secretary-General any material
they xnight have on problems arising in connexion r^rith the protection of human
rights vithin the context of scientific and technol_ogica]. progress" including
information on the problems mentioned. above, and on the d.evel-opnent of l-egislation,
eourt decisions and national practice and any proJects they had in view in
connexion L/ith the natters deaft r"rith in the r.esolution. It lequested the
rnternational Lalour organisaticn, the united Iations Educational, scientific and
Cultural Organization, the Worfd Hea1th Organization, the other specialized
agencies and the Tnternational Atonic Enexgy Agency to submit to the conraission,
through the Secretary-General o a report on the above problems in relation to
those human rights which fafl uithin their competence. ft requested other
intergovernmental organizations, especially regional organizations, to transnit
to the Secretary-General their eonments af,rd observations on these problems. It
also reo-uested the non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the
nconomic and Social- Council to transnit to the Secretary-Gener:r1 any
conmunications they considered relevant to these prob]ems.

l-0. the Conflission further requested rhat the Secretary-Generai, bearing in nind.
the information received from Governments and in the l"ight of the discussions at
the Comnisslonrs t\renty-seventh session, supplenent his studies so as to present
a balanced picture of all basic problens arisins in connexion wiLh the exercis:
of human rights and fundamental freedons in conditions of scientific and
technological progressi and submit to the Comnjssion one or nore reports, in fields
where sufficj-ent documentation and studies are availabl-e, which could be used as
a basis for exploring the possibility of preparing international- instrr.rments
d.esigned to strengthen the protection of the human rights proclaimed in the
Universal- Declaration of Hr:rnan Rishts.

11. ft also asked. the Secretary-ceneral to bring the resol-ution to the attention
of the Preparatory Connittee for the United. Nations Conference on the Hunan
Environment and of the Econom:'-c and. Sociaf Council, in the course of the efforts
to ensure the suceess of the Second Devel,opment Decade, and. the relevant documents
studied by the Connission at its trnrenty-s eventh session.

f2. The Conmission deeided to retain the iten on huran riehts and technolosicaL
developments as a standing itern on its agenda,

13. In accordance lrith General Assembly resolution 2721 (XfV), the
Secretary-General is continui.ng to study the problems relating to hunar rights as
they arise from developments in sci.ence and technolos', as provid.ed in paraglaph I
of ceneral Assenbl-y resolution 2450 (XXIII), bearing in nind reso.lution 10 (nffIT)
of the Comnission on Human Rights and., as far as possible, the vievs expressed. by
memb ers of the Conmission.

11,. In rrarrial implenentation of Connission resol-ution 10 (XXVII), the
Sec retary-General has started. to prepare, in several parts, a prelininary report
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on the impact of recent scientific antl technologicril developnents on economic,
social and cu].tural- rights. He submitted. to the tlrenty-eighttr session of the
Conmission a prelirdnary report on the right to food and the right to clothing, as
aspects of the right to a standard of liv1ng adequate for health and well-being,
as proelaimed in articl-e 25r paragraph 1, of the Universal Declaration of Hrrman
Rishts (E/cll.\/1081+).

15. The Conmission on Human Rights, due to lack of tine, decided to postpone
consideration of the iten entitl-ed ?rHurnan rights and scientific end teehnological
devel,opments: report of the Secretary-General" to its twenty-ninth (1973)
session. l-l

15. The Secretary-General intends to submit to the Conmission's twenty-ninth
session further par:ts of his prelininary report on the impaet of recent scientific
and. technological- d-evelopments on economicu social and cultural rights" He also
hopes to be ab]-e to subrrit the first of his final reports dealing with the topics
enumerated in paragraph 1 of Assemb]-y resolution 2l+50 (rXIII)"

a7. A seminar on lluman Rights and Scientific and Technological Developments was
organized by the united Nations Division of Human Fights" in co-operation vith the
Government of Austria, and held in Vienna, fron 19 June to l- July 19?2. The
report of the seminar vil_l_ be issued in document ST/TAO/HR/\5.

U official Becords of the Econonic and Social Council, Fifty-second session,
'Suppleraent No" 7 (E/5113), para. 150.




