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Introduction 

l. In resolution 1282 (XIII) of 5.December 1958, the General Assembly noted the 

declaration of the Government of FrancJ/ (A/C.4/388) that the Cameroons under 

French administration was to achieve iooependence on 1 January 1960, thus fulfilling 

the objectives of the Trusteeship System, and further noted the statement made by 

the representative of the United Kingdom of Great Gritain and Northern Iral~~d!/ 
that the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration.was ex~ected to achieve in 

1960 the objectives set forth in Article 76 b of the Charter of the United Nations. 

In the same resolution, the /,ssembly requested the Trusteeship Council to examine, 

as early as possible during its twenty-third session, the reports of the United 

Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in vlest Africa, 1953, and to transmit 

the same, with its observations and recommendations, to the General Assembly not 

later than 2D February 1959, to enable the Assembly, in consultation with the 

Administering Authorities, to take the necessary measures in connexion with the 

full attainment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System in the two Territories. 

2. The United Nations Visiting Missicm to Trust Territories in West Africa, 1958, 

suomi tted t;ro reports to the Council, one em the C8ll!eroons under British 

!/ See Of~icial Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Fourth 
Committee, b03rd mee~ing. 
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administration (T/1426 and Add.l), the other on the Cameroons under Freneh 

administration (T/1427 and T/1434). These reports were examined by the Council 

at its twenty-third session together with the above resolution. 

3. At its 953rd meeting, after the Chairman of the Visiting Missi~n had introduce( 

the two reports of the Mission, the Council agreed to examine first the report on 

the Cameroons under French administration and then the report on the Cameroons 

Q~der United Kingdom administration. A brief acco1mt of the Council's examination 

of these two qJ.Aestions is set fo•·th below. 

The future of the Trust Territor~' of the Camero:ms under French administration 

4. The examination of the future of the Cameroons under French administration 

was begtm at the 953rd meeting, when an opening state:r~e,,t ;ras made by the 

representative of France. The text of the statement appears in ~~nex III to the 

present report. During the 954th and 955th meetings, the special representative 

for the Territory, as well as the Chairman of the Visiting Mission, replied to 

questions put· to them by members of the Council, At the latter meeting, the 

Council began a general debate, vrhich was concluded at the 958th meeting. 

5. In the course of the general debate, Haiti, Italy, New Zealand, Paraguay and 

the United States of A.>nerica submitted s draft resolution (T/L.895) which was 

considered by the Colincil at its 958th and 960th meetings. 

6. At the latter meeting, the Couacil adopted the draft resolution by a roll

call vote of 12 to 1, with 1 abstention. The text of' the resolution, as adopted, 

appear in annex I to the present report. 

7. After the voting, the representative of France made a statement concerning 

the adoption by the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons of' an amnesty law, the 

text of which would be communic.ated to Members of the General Assembly. 

The future of' the Tr,~st Territory of the Cameroons under United Kingdom 
administration 

8, The examination of the future of' the Cameroons under United Kingdom 

administration was begun at the 959th ~eating, when an opening statement was made 

by the representative of the United Kingdom. The text of the statement appears 

in annex IV to the present report. 
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9. At the 962nd meeting, ~~ Haiti, Italy, New Zealand, raraguay and the 

United States of America submitted a draft resolution (T/L.&96) which was 

considered by the Council at the same meeting. 

10. At that meeting, the Council a4opted the draft resolution, with minor changes, 

by 13 votes to none, with l abstention. The text of the resolution, as adopted, 

ap:9ears in atmex II to the present report. 

I ... 
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. TRUSTEESliiP. GOUNCIL RESQLUTlON 1925 (XXIII) OF 17 FEBRUARY ,1959 . 
. -' ' . - ' ' . ' . . .. ·.- ., ' -

The future cit the T~st Territory of the Cameroons · 
· under French administration 

The Trusteeship. CouncU, 

' '·' 

Recalling its rerolutions 1907 (XXII) of 26 July 1958 and 1924 (S-IX} -of 

7 November 1958 by which the Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in West Afrfca · 

was requested,-~- alia, to set forth its -views on·the procedure _fqr c;!rganizing 

the consultation which would_ enable the people of the Cameroons 1inder _French · 

administration to e:x:press at -the appropriate time their W'ishes. concerning their 

future and concerning the termination of trusteeship upon attainment of full 

national independence in 196o, 

Having been re'J.uested by the General Assembly in its resolution 1282 (XIII} · 

of 5 December 1958 to examine at· the earliest possible time during the twentY'• 

third session the reports of the_ Visiting Mission on the Cameroons under British 

administration and the Cameroqns under French administration and to transmit them, 

with its observations and recommendations, to the General As'sembly not later than 

20 February 1959 to enable the Assembly to take, in consul tat ion .J:Tith the 

Administering Authorities, the necessary measures in connexion with the full 

attainmentc of the. objectives of the Trusteeship System, 

Having examined the report of the Visiting Mission on the Cameroons .. under 

French administration (T/1427 and .T/1434) and considered the observations of the · 

Administering Authority ori it, 

1. Expresses its a'Ppreciation to the Visiting Mission for its· report; 

2, Notes the conclusions and recolJllllendations ·of the Visft·ing Mission; 

3. Considers that the Territory of the Cameroons under French administration 

is ready for independence in accordance with the declaration of the Administtiring 

Authority, and the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons under French 

administration, without the need for any further consultation with the people of 

the Territory; 
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4. Welcomes with satisfaction the assurances given by the Prime Minister 

of the Cameroons under French administration to the Visiting Mission, and which 

have been reiterated on behalf of the Administering Authority before the Council, 

that the necessary measures are being discussed in the Legislative Assembly for 

the granting of broader measures o;f political amnesty and strongly urges that 

such amnesty should be granted on the widest possible basis and with the least 

possible delay; 

5. Welcomes further assurances given in the Trusteeship Council by. the 

representative of the Administering Authority and by the special representative 

that there exist in the Terri tor-1 freedom of the press, ot assembly, of political 

association, and other fundamental freedoms; 

6, Notes that the Cameroons Government has stated that it welcomes the ---
return of all Cameroonians who in recent years have left the country and invites 

them to re-enter normal life without fear of reprisal; 

1. Notes further that it is the intention of the Cameroons Government to 

hold elections to fill the four seats in the Legislative Assembly allocated to 

the Sanaga Maritime area as early as possible; 

8. Transmits to the General Assembly the report of the Visiting Mission, 

the observations of the Administering Authority and the records of the Council's 

discussions; 

9. Recommends that the General Assembly, at its resumed session, after 

considering the report of the Trusteeship Council and any further views that may 

be expressed before it, take a decision to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement 

upon the attainment of full national independence with effect from 1 January 1960 

in accordance with Article 76 b of the United Nations Charter. 
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1926 (XXIII) OF 18 FEBRUARY 1959 

The future of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons 
Wlder United Kingdom ad!1linistration 

The Trusteeship Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1907 (XXII} of 28 July 1958 bt which the Visiting 

Mission to Trust Territories in West Af1·ica was requested to include in its rep"rt 

on the Cameroons under United Kingdom ~str-tion it. views on the method of 

consultation >lhich should be adopted when the tiltle OI!IIIE! tor the people of the 

Territory to express their wishes concerning their future, 

Having been requested by the General Assembly in it3 resolution 1282 (XIII) 

of 5 December 1958 to examine the reports of the Visiting Mission on the Cameroons 

under United Kingdom administration and the Cameroons under French administration 

and to transmit them with its observations and recommendations to the General 

Assembly not later than 20 February 1959 to enable the Assembly, in consultation 

with the Administering Authority, to take the necessary measures in connexion with 

the full attainment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System, 

Having examined the Report of the Visiting Mission on the Cameroons under 

United Kingdom Administration (T/1426 and T/1426/Add.l) and considered the 

statement of the Administering Authority on it, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Visiting Mission for its report; 

2. Takes note of the observations and conclusions of the Visiting Mission 

in its report; 

3. Considers that these conclusions will require further examination by 

the General Assembly; 

4. Transmits to the General Assembly the report of the Visiting Mission, 

the observations of the Administering Authority and the records of the Council's 

discussion in order that, after due examination in the light of these documents 

and of any further views that may be expressed before it, the General Assembly 

may take such action as it deems appropriate, in accordance with Article 76 b of 

the United Nations Charter. 

I .. . 
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ANNEX III 

Statement made by the representative of France at the 
953rd meetj_ng ·of the Trusteeship Council 

Two Items on the agenda of the Trusteeship Council's present .session deal 

essentially with the Cameroons under French administration; item 4 concerning 

the examination of the Administ,ering Authority's report for 1957, and item 1( 

concerning the future of the Trust State. 
'' ' 

On all points raised in the c.ourse of the discussion on the:'le tuo iteJI1s, .&1J,out 

. wl)ich. m.embers. of the. Council may uish to .hav;e .further information, I .shall have 

the p.ssist.!'nce of. t1w Special Representatives uhom I should nou like, to. 

introduce to the Council: Mr. Pinon and Mr. Betayene. I believe. this. :i.s not 

really.~ introduction, as Mr. Gerig has already per.formed that duty. 

Mr. Pinon iS a licencie en droit. of the ('lverseas College of France 

(Ecole de la Franee d' Outre ~Mer); he has had more than tuel ve years of 

administrative experience in A:t'rica, and for the past year and a ha,lf has been _a 

member of the Cabinet of the French High Commissioner for the Cameroons as 

Direc-tor. 0:f Foreign, Relations. 

Nr~ Jean Beteyene was born in the Cameroons. He was one of our most 

brilliant university students. He too has a law degree and graduated from the 

Overseas College of France. He has dealt with Cameroonian affairs since 1954, 

and belongs to Cameroonian elite uhich 11ill now administer the new Cameroonian 

nation_and hold the country's future in their hands. He is .a member of 

Nr. Ahidjo's cabinet in the capacity of technical adviser on foreign relations. 

B·oth these gentlemen will d<' their utmost to give the Council valuable 

assistance in its uork. 

There is no need for me to stress that one of these tuo items on the agenda 

is much more important than the other. The French delegation Hill of covrse, 

gladly participate in the discussion of the report on the administration of the 

Cameroons for 1957, in accordance 11ith the normal procedure and practice, if the 

Council considers it necessary, but everyone must be aware that events have moved 

swiftly since 1957 and it is the future of the Trust State uhich will invest this 

/ ... 
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ordinary session or the Council with exceptional significance and command the 

close attention or all delegations. Moreover the General Assembly has given us 

specific terms of reference, in resolution 1282 (XIII), to examine and appraise 

as soon as possible the report submitted to us by the Visiting Mission to the 

Cameroons, to enable the General Assembly to reach a decision on the termination 

of Trusteeship at its forthcoming session. 

We therefore have to prepare the ground for the General Assembly's work and 

decisions, which we can now do in full knowledge of the facts, both in the light 

of the many important events which tool' place in the development of the 

Cameroons during 1958, and also of the conclusions of the Visiting Mission. 
' The Visiting Mission's report gives a full and detailed account of the 

Territory's evolution since 1956 in the political, economic and social fields, 

which has enabled the Cameroon~ans to govern themselves. There is no need to 

review this history for the benefit of the members of the Council, who have for 

years been in constant touch with these problems, 

I need only draw attention to the principal events of the decisive year 1958 -

a year when the Cameroons blossomed and when the imminence of its independence 

was irrevocably confirmed. 

You will recall that during the first two months of that year, the Cameroons 

experienced the fi~st ministerial crisis in its short parliamentary history. 

The Cameroonian Government led by Mr, Andre-Narie M'Bida was defeated in the 

Legislative Assembly. As the outcome of that crisis, the course of which 

revealed both the vitality of the new institutions and the political maturity of 

the Cameroonian leaders, Mr. Ahmadou Ahidjo was asked to form a new Government, 

and on 8 February he presented a programme bearing chiefly on the following points: 

Full domestic autonomy; 

A schedule for Cameroonian independence; 

Reunification of the two Cameroons; 

National conciliation; 

Co-operation with France on the basis of freedom and mutual trust; 

More rapid preparation of the Cameroons for independence in the political 

financial, economic and social fields. 

; ... 
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It was on this progralll!De. t;hat Mr,. A{lidjo wnn a motion oi" confidence by 
' 49 votes, ''i th 15 abstentions. Himself a nort)1erner, but avare of the need for 

national unity, he has grouped around him representatives of the people of both 

north and south and formed a broadly-based coalition Govermnent: 

The former opposition,· consisting mainly of the Action' Natio.nale 

parliamentary group, known as the "Group of Ei~t'', whose President; g:r, ·Charles 

Assale, together with Mr. Soppo Prise, was known· to the United Nations as the 

s.uthor·cf pet;itions, has now beco:11e the majority party and several of its members 

have accepted ministerial :ppsts •. On .the other ·hand, Mr. A.M. N'Bida and 

his Demccrates camer~unaist. 1!1.th their President, Mr. Claude Akono, ·and prominent 

members like Mr. Tse.lla and Mr. Djounressi, are now the opposition. 

In' accordance with its ann~~ced programme and the provisions of tr~ Statute 

of 16 April 1957, which penuits the t,egidative Assembly to request a change in 

inetttutioris by resolution, the Government introduced· a Bill in the Assembly 

which can be summari.zeod as follows: the Legislative Assembly instructs the· 

Govennnent to "'nter into negotiations w'ith the French Government for the 

recognition of the ortion of the Cameroons to become independent on the termination 

of trusteeship, and for the earliest poscible transfer. to the State of the 

Cameroons of :all powers relating to the management of internal affairs. 

The text of this resolution .was adopted.on 12 June 1958 by all deputies of 

the Cameroonian Assembly with the exception of the Democrate3 camerounais who 

refused to vote. 
. . 

Negotiations \/ere conducted between the ·French and Canieroonian Governments 

during the sUJIIIDer, They took place in a'n atmosrhere of mutual understanding and 

trust, and 'culininated iri complete agreement, both on the transfer of all internal 

powers to the State. ~f the Cameroons from l January 1959, and on the adoption of 

the time-table for Cameroonian independence - full independence, for those >iho 

like adjectives ·- to become effective on l January 19to. 

Thus an agreement had been c.oncluded on a statute of self-govenunent. 

The transfer of all internal powers was given effect by the adoption of a 

new statute, which, in the words of the Cameroonian Prime Minister, Mr. Ahidjo, 

"marked the accession of the Cameroons to complete internal selt~governm"nt .which 

carries with it full legislative and reguiatbry powers". The new statute was 

; ... 
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submitted to the 

14 October 1958, 

Cameroonian Legislative Assembly at the opening of its session on 

approved on 20 November 1958, promulgated on 30 December by an 

ordinance of the Government of General de Gaulle and came into effect on 

1 January 1959. 

Henceforth all legislative, administrative and juridical powers are vested 

in the Cameroonian authorities. In addition to its powers under the preVious 

statute, the Cameroonian Government assumes full responsibility for public order 

and the proper dispensation of justice. !t therefore exercises fUll authority 

over public services as a ~ole, particularly the heads of administrative 

circonscriptions and police, security and gendarmerie forces. 

Justice is dispensed in the name of the Cameroonian people and the judiciary 

are independent of the administrative and legislative authorities. 

In the matter of external affairs, Cameroonirul citizenship has been 

recognized and France shares with the Cameroonian authorities the responsibilities 

incumbent on it by virtue of the Trusteeship System. 

Those are the broad outlines of the Statute which is given in fUll in 

annex II of the Visiting Mission's report, to which the Franco-Cameroonian 

Conventions are also annexed. 

I feel I need not go into greater detail, but since we are dealing with 

provisional texts, we are quite prepared to give any explanations which may be 

desired. The Statute will govern the Cameroons during 1959. It is the last 

stage in the evolution of Cameroonian institutions be~ore independence and the 

termination o~ trusteeship, as stated in the preamble. For, on 1 January 196o 

autonomy will be replaced by independence, and the remaining po~~rs, relating to 

external affairs, will pass into the hands of the Cameroonian authorities. The 

Statute itself is therefore only a means of preparing the most favourable 

conditions for independence, whose time-table was worked out in complete 

agreement by the French and Cameroonian Government. It is a pre-independence 

Statute. 

During the negotiations, France agreed to recognize the option of the 

Cameroons for independence on the termination of trusteeship. The Cameroonian 

Government and all the people wanted a date to be fixed forthwith in accordance 

; ... 
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with the wishes they had expressed. Moreover, the Administering Authority, having 

acknowledged the need to tranpfer all internal po-wers to the Cameroonian 

authorities, could no longer assume the responsibilities of trUsteeship for an 

indefinite ,period. It was in those circumstances that the Legislative Assembly 

was consulted on the. subject of a time-table for the attainment of the objectives 

of the Trusteeship System in the Cameroons. 

In its resolution of 24 October, the Assembly proclaimed the wish of the 

people that the State of the Cameroons should attain fUll national independence 

on 1 Janu.ary 196o, and requested the Cameroonian Government to ask France to· 

propose, in the General Assembly of' the United Nations, the termination of' the 

Trusteeship Agreement on attainment of' independence. 

On 28 Octcber I had the honour, on behai.r at the French Governme~t, f'oi'llially 

to submit the agreements concluded to the FoUrth Committee of' the General Assembly. 

A special session of' the Trusteeship Council, as you will recail,· enabled it t.o 

supplement the terms of' reference of' the Visiting Mission. Lastly, a memorandUlll, 

submitted to the General Assembly on 12 November, stated that the time had come 

to invite the people of the Cameroons to complete the final phase of' the · 

Trusteeship, and that ~ediate provision must be made f'or the terminatio~ of' the 

Trusteeship Agreement on the attainment of independence, on 1 January 196o. · 

This standpoint was reaffirmed in the course of' the General Assembly's 

debates, both by the representative of France and the Cameroonian Prim~ Minister, 

Mr. Ahidjo. 

Those debates are too recent to warrant extensive reference to them ~t this 

time. The passage of' time will enable us to view them in their true perspective, 

without, however, indulging in subtle interpretations of the text or 

psychoanalysing the Fourth Committee's collective soul. 

The .first point I should like to make is that the Assembly received with 

satisfaction the. announcement of independence for the Cameroons under French 
. . 

administration on 1 January 196o. There was unanimity on that score. No one has 

questioned our time-table. We emphasized this in our statement of 

25 November 1958, indicating that, whatever procedure was adopted, the Cameroons 

; ... 
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would be independent on 1 January l96o, and that, in accordance With the wishes 

of the Cameroonian Assembly, we would oppose any efforts, regardless of their 

nature, which might be made to delay the accession of the Cameroonian people to 

their full sovereignty. 

In its unanimously adopted resolution 1282 (XIII), the General Assembly 

"notes the declaration of the Government of France that the Cameroons under 

French administration is to achieve independence on 1 January 196o, ·thus 

fUlfilling the objectives of the Trusteeship System." 

My second point is that the Assembly, although fully aware of the urgent need 

for a decision, in view of the proximity of the date of l January 196o, hesitated 

to take it immediately. The reason for its hesitation was that some delegations 

still had doubts regaYding the situation in the Cameroons, the most appropriate 

procedure for terminating the Trusteeship, the genui~ness of the Cameroonian 

Government's po~o.>ers, ·che problem of reunification, and so on. 

For our part, although things were perfectly clear to us and our position 

had been defined with a frankness which even our adversaries had recognized, we 

had absolutely no desire, seeing that our time-table had not been questioned, to 

force a decision on the General Assembly, to exert pressure on the United Nations. 

Quite the contrary. Since we had nothing to hide and our case was crystal-clear, 

we hoped to obtain the broadest possibl~ approval from the United Nations. Some 

persons were still doubtful or hesitant? Never mind. There was a United Nations 

Mission in the Cameroons - why not await its report? But since a decision could 

not be postponed until the fourteenth session of the General Assembly, the 

obvious solution was for the Assembly to meet again as soon as the Trusteeship 

Council was in a position to forward to it the Visiting Mission's report, together 

With its own observations, 

It is the representative of Haiti who deserves the credit for having first 

presented this solution, which we supported and which was unanimously adopted. 

I believe the President is well acquainted with this representative, whose 

experience, ·both in the United Nations and With trusteeship problems, has once 

more been extremely useful to us. 

On the President's initiative, the General Assembly expressed its confidence 

that the Visiting Mission and the Trusteeship Council could propose to it a clear 

solution to the Cameroons problem by 20 February. f ... 

J 
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Let us consider, then, the conclusions of the Visiting Mission. 

First of all, on behalf of the Administering Authority and the Cameroonian 

Government, let me pay a tribute to Mr. Gerig, .Mr. Jaipal, Mr. Salomon and 

Mr. Thorp, and also to the Secretariat team which helped them, for the 

conscientious and competent way in which they carried out their delicate task. 

For the reasons given above, and in order that there should be no doubts on the 

matter and that the truth should be plain to all, we hoped that they would be 

able to gather all the information possible from the most reliable sources and 

with the greatest guarantees of objectivity, The High Commissioner's Office and 

the Cameroonian Goverrur.ent wanted the Mi!';sion to be perfectly free to meet 

everybody who wished to meet it, to receive all petitions which might be addressed 

to it, and to f'St~blish contact With all representatives of Cameroonian opinion, 

including the opposition. 

It was absolutely necessary that the representatives of the United States, 

Haiti, India and New Zealand should be able to make an exhaustive inquiry into all 

the problems With which the General Assembly was concerned. In order to see and 

hear a great deal, they were not sparing of their time. We thank them for their 

strenuous work. We are gratified to note that the conclusions in their report 

were adopted by unanimous agreement. 

What questions were left in abeyance, or more exactly, what were the questions 

concerning which some delegations awaited - and still await - clarification from 

the Visiting Mission before taking a final decision on. the termination of 

Trusteeship? 

First question: Ab Jove principium. What about independence? What is the 

Wish of the people of the Cameroons? 

The re:ply is to be found in paragraphs 135 and 136 of the Viaiting l~issirm's 

report: " •• , the overwhelming :majority of the population desires independence", 

ar.d the date of " •• , l January l9Co, ;,.hich ws approved in the tegis:Le.ti ve Assembly 

of the Cameroons by a large majority, is also supported by the great majority of 

the popUlation" (T/1427 i· page 65) •. 

I ... 
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Second question! Is a referendum necessary1 

Th,; reply is to be found in paragraph l3G: " it is not necessary to 

consult the population on this subject b,;fore the termination ·or trusteeship" 

(Ibid.). 

Third question: Are new general elections necessary before the attainment of 

independence? 

The reply is to be found .11.1 paragraph. 141: "There are certainl){ 

insufficient grounds , , • for the holding of new ~;eneral elections under United 

Nations supervision before the termination of trUsteeship. Furthermore, it Lth~ 
Missio!Y' sees no reaGan why fresh elections to the Legislative Assembly should be 

a precondition of the attainment of independence, It must be remembered that it 

was the present Legislative Assembly and Government ~ich demanded and obtained 

from France the commitment to grant independence on 1 January 19E()', It wo1,1ld be 

ironic if their representative character were t() be called in question." 

(Ibid., page '67). 
;_. 

Fourth question: Precisely to what extent is the present Assembly 

representative? 

The reply is to be found in paragraphs 138, 139, et seq.:· "An examination 

of the conditions in which the elections of 23 December 1956 took place and of 

their results does not ... give justification for any claim that the composition 

of the Legislative Assembly does not reflect popular opinion, except possibly 

in the Sanaga-Maritime •••• The Mission is of the opinion that on the whole the 

. present Legislative Assembly is representative in character," 

(Ibid,, pages 66 and 67). 

Fifth question: Has the final objective of the International Trusteeship 
r.' 

System been r~ached'i 
The reply is to be found in paragraph 134: "The. te'nii$ of the new' statute 

arid the clarifying provisions in its preamble ai:f'ord no grouniis.for doubt that 

the independence which the Cameroons will enjoy on the termination of ':t!i-u~tees'h:i.p 
Will be full and complete. Moreover, the manner in which the ·Legislah ve 

Assembly and the Government have exercised the powers transferred to them, and the 

economic and social development of the Territory, encourage the Mission to believe, 

With the Administering Authority, that the Cameroonians have the capacity to assume 

the responsibilities of independence." (Ibid., page 65), / ... 

I 
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Sixth question: What about the disturbances in the Sanasa-Maritime'l 

The reply is to be found in paragraphs 1021 157 and others: The rebellion 

has virtually ended. The number of rebels who have surrounded clearly shows the 

rapid decline of the movement in the Sanaga-Maritime. (Ibid., page 72). 

Seventh qUestion: What do the Cameroonians under French administration 

think of reunification? 

The reply is to be found in paragraphs 165 and 166: It is not necessary to 

consult the people on the matter. The general position was that they were waiting 

for the Cameroons imcier British adlllinistration to indicate in some formal manner, 

and preferably before 1 January 196o, its desire for unification, but this 

unification should not in any circumstances lead to a delay in the Territory's 

becoming independent. (Ibid., page 76). 

These are the Visiting Mission's conclusions on the most tmportant points. 

They are clear-cut, logical, supported by facts and should convince even those 

who are most hesitant to accept the evidence. 

I would be guilty of omission, however, if I failed to mention two important 

suggestions made by the Visiting Mission, one concerning by-elections and the 

other national reconciliation. 

The Mission feels {paragraph 142) that it would be desirable to rectify the 

situation in the Sanaga-Maritime as soon as possible by holding by-elections. 

(Ibid., page 68). 

I am pleased to inform the Council that the Government of Mr. Ahidjo intends 

to hold by-elections very soon to fill vacancies caused by the assassination of 

two candidates in December 1956 and the disqualification of the two surviving 

candidates who were elected. These elections are to be held Within the next few 

months. 

The Mission, moreover, eXpressed its conviction (paragraph 158) that "a new 

amnesty measure, as broad as possible ••• would be an act of great Wisdom" 

(Ibid., page 73). 

As the Prime Minister had assured the Mission, an ~sety bill bas been 

submitted to the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons and is now under discussion. 

It Will be voted upon and put into effect before the by-elections. 

I ... 
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recon_c:i.{i~t·~~~ ~C~~ Cantllrqonia!).!'. b$g ~AJ.eved by the Came-roi:inii:iris tli~tnsel ves, 
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the Cameroonians by tlle_; Stat,ut~ _.:; ": ~ ..... : ~-- -·- · ·· ._ 
·, ~ ·, ' 

What 'co'ilc;l~sio; ~h~i ~-drav £rom these;conclu$i6'ns? In theim~ih, that 

the con~~ ~~~~/for !'€'aching a decision ~th respect to thli 1Cameroons iind~r 1i're~6h 
·. ' .. ·. administration have now been :met. · · · _, , .. 

· -. 'cilc~~-;s~, t~~re is. st::.ll -~n,e 1!10-r$ _ques:tlion to settle, tha't·'ot''rimnif'icat:ion. 
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'Government and popul-ar opinio):1.1 , it ,ts1:, e,s Iii matter of fact·, alread;{ 's'ol ""'d for 

them. ,The Cameroonisn~' under, French a<iglint.s;t.rOO;ibn &1'<'\ readjr t'o '-;.telcmne thelr ... 
: ... 

brothe;~ under British administration, i:f t{l~_.:_~!§'.:r:.:.so d~~ire·, '·Ii/t~ r10w t8r ·' 
the people of thE) J?ritish c~;r:oot111;1;os~:te thlli:i'c:sil.y.: wEl=wiil nave to sti.!Ay -···· 

the q~esti~~ 0~ t~ da~ :ai)d su]:lt;;t-mc:e·,o~.-'a.poealii:Jle consultation Wiieil'-w~ come' • 

to ~~n~ider the .future ;f t~is .Territ,Ql'.YL~ my,;:d:ele:gation re'se~Ve'S the rigllt .. · 

to pre~ent _its vie~_ at,}lt!t.\ 1~i]n~ .. , ~s.i~s.-1 :the.:soltitton• of' this prb~lein l; 
!lot a :pr~requisi:t~ t.~ _~p>le,I!rl!dEOP\:e .;mq,to. ,t.he .. tei:m:tna'ti:tbrl of' the( Tfus'tee~hi~ ·' 

Agreeni~'nt': . Th~ vt~itin~ Mission noted that that was---thi>' t~i:rng of Csmerooni.lri 

public. !)pinion, wh,-;t<;l),. wo)l;ld.,:aot, :!-<;>Je:rl'lt~_,an;y<: .Slilih,-p:t'l!i~kts :: fbr rilrti:te'r 'aelit~s. 
· · ' · F~!\!l9~ · i? .~roud.,, ,, !l.l'l(i _:r_,aJil, 9v-~ ~he.ii the T-rusueship counCil w-111· share thi~ , 

pride. -'th~t it is able to state, with the Visiting Mission, that'the j?urposes of 
the Trust.,eship s~·stl'l\llll!':Y!:\ be.~n:.a<?qie~diirt'the·Terliitory'·wnidi it has been 

a~i~isterill.g oil. beh(l.lf. oi'. the .. inter.I)aviooaLcbliimun:i ty ~oi' forty -year§: · · .. 
'; The State ~f. Cam~ro~~s' : --~~- and -demm;.ratl~::• State. whose insti tti:t:!.oris are •. 

!.:-.··-.. -. ·:- ~ •'····· -~t··· --. ...•· . - ,/'- ..... -. ,;, ,.·_··-~·.·: 

based on the p~inc~ples _of. the .Upj,;rers-aJ,, Dec.JJarat·ton of' Humari R2ghts and on 
_.{ ~;;· -: ... ; ' ---~-~ ' : ··' .: ... . . , .. " : ... : .. ·: 

respect for the United Nations Charter, is now ready to take its place in the 

great f"l)lily of" nati9J?B ....... , ,· .. ) , :·.:; _, -.::: - :·.· . . - : ·-·, -· . -·.. . r. ... . .. . 
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. ' ' ' . . 

should reduce to silence all controversy and partisan arguments. 

everit', \£.ich . 
w~ trust that · 

the United .Nat~on9 ~ ,wn:i,ch .. fo,r ,l!lanY• YEiatl! htll'i ilOU6"Wed''ii6d'' eb:eoJr~ecf tlie 'progress 
t::.•_:-~; :.:.· ; ... ,,,. , __ ,.,.,.,.:-·"' .t· I,' - •. .. •. ·.-·.,•"•·'·· . .-._1_ --~i·:- ,·_·· :···-,··:,-,_.::· 

Of the Cameroonian ,peo:p:\.e, ,WiJ,J,, bEj ,~!)hi11!<JU§ -•itilcoo.>f.frm:l;'ilg 'theiz' accession to 
• · .. -·~ '." .• : .. _-;:.:.,.; . -- . - ... '- '' '· •t·- .. _. '~··;-- .... 

international lii'e_,, -- . ._.-__ ._. .:;•.·'!'.'.:. --::r< -T ·: "•··· '' ·'' • ·· : : . ·-f.- .. ·~ : -c~·!·,.-.1 ~i.;-,1. 
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We therefore tirge the Council to adopt ~limously the last conclUsion in 

the Visiting Mission's report, which was itself unanilllollsly agreed upon, imd to 

recommend that the General Assembly, at its resumed session, should adopt a 
resolution providing for the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement relating 

to the Cameroons under French administration on the day of its independence, 

1 January 196o. 

I . . , 
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STATEMENT MADE BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDCM OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAI'ID AT THE 959TH MEETING OF THE 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

When I spoke to the Trusteeship Council the other day, I asked for its 

indulgence in allo~<ing me not to make a full statement at that time about the 

future of the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration. I said that I 

thought I should wait until the results of last week's meeting of the Southern 

Cameroons House of Assembly were lr.now:1. We received a :t"eport during the weekend 

of the results of that meeting. I am therefore now in a position to proceed with 

my statement. 

I shall deal first with the Southern Cameroons and then with the Northern 

part of the Trust Territory. 

I should like to start off what I have to say about the Southern Cameroons 

by quoting part of paragraph 196 of the Visiting Mission's report: 

"In the light of the conditions suggested by the two parties under 

>1hich they would accept the election results as deciding the future of the 

Territory, the Mission considered that the most probable consequence which 

might follo" from the elections on 24 January was a further consultation of 

the people through a plebiscite on their future. In these circumstances 

the Mission decided that after the receipt of the results of the elections 

and. of other relevant information concerning them it might be necessary for 

it to formulate further observations concerning a possible plebiscite." 

(T/1426, paragraph 196) 

As all members of the Trusteesr~p Council know, the elections >1ere duly held 

on 24 January. The Kamerun National Democratic Party won fourteen of the 

twenty-six seats; the Kamerun National Congress and the Kamerun People's Party -

a coalition which fought the elections as a coalition and which had formed the 

Government before the elections -won twelve seats. I think that I should now 

quote what the Visiting Mission has to say about the result of the elections in 

the supplementary report which it has submitted. 

; ... 
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"The Mission was informed turther.that the avera-ge poll was 70 per cent 

of the registered electors, . It is difficult to indicate with accuracy the 

percen·tage of vote« cast for candidates supporting the. two tilain political 

trerias, since ·the Kumba North-\.Jest seat was won without opposition ana the 

positions of the independent candidates are not known." -that is, on the 

fut1.'.re of the Territory, For an appr9Ximate indication, how~vel',_ the 

Kumba seat might be calculated as being worth to the_ KNC/KPP 70 per cen~ of 

the 9,550 registered eJectors therP. -.i.e. as 6,685 votes. On th.is basi.s 

a 'total of 58,069 votes, or 4o.4 per cent, might be said to have been cast 

in favour of candidates pledged to ~upp::>rt association 'nth th,e Federation 

of Nigeria, and 75,326 votes, or 52,3 per cent, _in favour of candidates 

·supporting 'secession' from Nigeria. The remaining 7.3 per cent of the. votes 

were ce.st for independent candida~es." (Til426/Add.l, pe.ra. 212) 

The Mission goes on to say later~ 

"It should also be said - and the ll.issiou 1 s own observations in the 

't·erritory bore this 9ut ·- that _)'arsenal likes and dlslikes to,1ards 

cand)dates and issues of a_ purely local chara~ter, undoubtedly had a 

bea.ring on the polling." (Ibid,) 

As the members of the Council >rell lu,ow1 Vir•, Foncha 11as. appointed :Premier of 

the Southern Cameroons e.nd has formed a Goverrunent. He is the leader of. the .KNDP. 

Furthermore, last ,.reek, a meeting of the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly was 

held. · . It began on 11 February. Two motions were introduced into the House by the 

Govei:-l:lment Party, and I should like t~ read out. to the. CouncH. the terws of these 

motions, 'fhe first reads as follo;-7s : 

"T·hat this honourable House prays Her V.ajesty's Government to take 

immediate steps to fulfil the will of the. people of the Southe~n Ca,;~roons 

as indicated by the results of tl)e l~st general elections in whicl;l the KNDP, 

the secessionist party, polled more than half _the total number of votes cas.t, 
' ' . _, . - ' ' 

and thus implement the policy of this Government 11hich stron~;ly .adovcates 

secession of the S.o\.\thern Cameroons. _.from the Fed.;To.t\~.cn of Nigeria before 

she attains independence in 1960 and to continue )ll1der a modified form of 

the Trusteeship Agreement for !Jome .time du,r:!.ng which the_possibil;ities 

of reunif:!.cation with any section of the British and-French sectors can 

be explored." 
/ ... 
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The second motion introduced by the Government Party reads as f~llgws: 

"That in view of the fact thD.t a plebiscite is likely to be the 

means of determining whether or not the Southern Cameroons should secede 

from the Federation of Nigeria, this honourable House humbly prays 

His Excellency the Governor Genere.l to postpone t!1e registration of voters 

in the Southern Cameroons for the forthcoming general elections to the 

House of Representatives until it becomes clear whether or not the 

Southern Cameroons vill continue to send representatives to that House." 

I should like also to read out to the Council the terms of an amendment 

to the first of these resolutions which was moved by the opposition parties which 

previously .formed the Government of the Southern Ca.weroons. This am,endment was 

the kind of amendment which substitutes something completely different for the 

motion as it originally stood, The whoJ.e motion, if it had been amended, 

would have read as follows: 

"That this honourable House mandates the Premier and Leader of 

the Opposition in this House to represent to the Trusteeship Council of 

the United Nations Organization the opinion of this House that there can 

be no better f"u.ture .for the Southern_ Ca;neroons than in its continued 

association 'dth Nigeria and to req_uest the United Nations to explore 

other and more effective means o!' ascertaining the Hi shes of the people 

of the Southern Cameroons about their future relationship >·lith the 

Federation of' Nigeria in view of' the fact that the last general elections 

cann<:1t be accepted as a decisive indication of the Hi shes of the people." 

The result o-r the debate which has been reported to me by telegram is that 

the two Government motions ·•ere ccrried by 14 votes to 12. 
At this stage I thin!: I should refer the Council to the conclusion reached 

by the Visiting Mission in its supplementary report. I am going to read from 

paragraph 218 of the supplementars report: 

"In the light of the foregoing, the Mission has ccme to the conclusion 

that the results of the electicns cannot be regarded as decisive as far as 

the future of' the Southern Cameroons is concerned, If general agreement 

should develop in the newly-elected House of' Assembly concerni~g the 

future of the Southern Cameroons a formal popular ccnsultation may prove 

I . .. 
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to be unnecessary; but if no such agreement emerges, it may only be 

through a ccnsultatim at some appropriate f\lture date, .probably a 

plebiscite, that it will be possible to resolve the basic issues. In 
. - - •: ' ' . ' 

that event, the Mission considers that the conditions for such a 

consultation, including its timing and the question or questions.to be 

put to the peopJ.e, will have to be determined by tr.e General Assembly 

and the Administering Authority in consultation and as far as possible 

in agreement with the political parties in the Southern Cameroons." 

(T/1426(Md.l) 

I have given the Council the result of the debate in the Southern Cameroons 

Hots e of Assembly last week, and I have also referred to the recommendation of the 

Visiting Mission. 

I should now lil~ee to make sosne dlservations on behalf of the United Kingdom 

delegation. First of all, I think from the voting in the House of Assembly-

11> for and 12 against, ;.1hich reflects the party composition of the House of Assembly 

- tr.at it can clearlj' be concluded. ·:;;-... ,t n::> "general agree=t" r.c.s developed 

in this House of Assembly, to use the words from the Visiting Mission's report. 

I have received only a telegraphic report of the proceedings, but I understand 

that both parties have made it clear that they acdept that a plebiscite is 

re~uired in order to determine their future. The Administering Authority, on 

whose behalf I speak, also takes this view and agrees with the Visiting Mission 

that the results of the recent elections cannot be regarded as decisive as far as 

the future of· the ·Southern Cameroons is concerned. He also agree with the 

Visiting Mission that the conditions for such. consultation, including its timing 

and the ~uestions to be put, should be d!>termined by the Genel·al Assembly 

and the A~~inistering Authority. In doing so, the General Assembly and the 

Administering Authority 'llill no doubt wish to take into account the views of the 

political parties represented in the Southern Camero;:)ns legislature. 

I believe that the Trusteeship Council will agree, as 1<e do, with the view 

that the recent elections cannot, in the light of their results, be regarded as 

decisive, and also that, since no general agreement as to the future has emerged 

1n the ne·wly elected legislature, a plebiscite will be r!ecessary, I think also 

that the Council >~ill agree that the General Assembly should be asked to 

authorize such a plebiscite ln agreem10.nt with the Administering Authority. The 

I ... 
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conditions under which the plebiscite should be held, including the questions 

to be put and the timing of sUch a plebiscite, should be· settled by the 

General Assembly in consultation with the Administering Authority, after the. 

views of the leaders of the political parties represented in the Southern Cameroons 

legislature have been heard. · 

Obviously the most difficult questions confronting the United Nations are 

the questions of timing and the choices to be put to the people. I do not think 

that the Council would wish me, in respect of these particular matters,.to 

anticipate the views which will be expressed to the Fourth Committee by the 

political leaders from the Southern Cameroons, I believe that both Mr. Foncha, 

tlle Premier, and Dr. Endeley, the leader of the Opposition, will be coming here. 

and they will express their views to the General Assembly and those of the 

parties they represent. I thinK it is right and proper that it should be they 

rather than I who should put·forward these views. I do not propose, therefore, 

on this occasion to go into these particular· ma-tters. 

I have made it clear that we believe that·a consultation by plebiscite will 

be necessary and that this view is accepted by the political parties. I do not 

think that on this occasion it would be proper or appropriate fOr me to go into 

the questions of timing and choices. ·I wish to emphasize this point particularly: 

this is not an issue between an Administering Authority and a local legislature or 

political party; it is a question between the two sections of political opinion 

in the Territory, The concern of the United Kingdom as Administering Authority is 

that the people should have a full and fair opportunity in the southern Cameroons 

of expressing their views. ~e are concerned with that, It is for them to say 

what their views are. 

I should like to turn now to an essentially different problem, t~~t of the 

Northern Cameroons, which is also dealt with in great detail in the report of the 

Visiting Mission. I shall begin· by recalling the·statement which I made in the 

Fourth Committee about the future of the Cameroons under United Kingdom 

administration. I spoke at considerable length on this subject on 15 November 

last. I said, among other things, that how the consultation of the people of the 

British Cameroons about their future should be organized was a matter in the first 

instance for the Visiting Mission to advise on and for the T'~usteeship Council to 

I ... 
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consider. I said at the time that,. subject to t)le views '~hich the Visiting Mission I 
might express and the Trusteeship Council might form .in the light of the .~ssion's ' 

report, it was the belief of the United Kingdom Government that the consultation 

should take the form of a plebiscite under United Nations supervision. 

I made it clear that, as far as the United Kingdom Government was concerned, 

we were CJ.Uite ready to ag!'ee that there should be a plebiscite in the Northern 

part of the Territory, I am sure that the same view was held by the. Government of 

Nigeria, who are obviously closely concerned in this matter. 

He envisaged that this plebiscite would take place, subject to the views which 

the Visiting Mission might express, in both parts of the Territory, the Northern 

and the Southern parts, and I expressed the view that the best. and fairest 

arrangement would be for the votes in the two parts of the Terri tory to be counted 

separately, although here again I was most careful to point out that this also 

was a matter fer the Visiting Mission to advise on in the first instance and for 

the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly to consider subsequently. In 

fact, I made it perfectly c1.ear at the time that the views wbich I provisionally 

expressed then regarding the method of consultation were entirely subject to the 

findings of the V:!.siting Mission. If members of the Council will lock at 

paragraph 175 of the report of the. Visiting Mission, they will see that the 

Mission itself made the same point. 

The Mission deals in paragraphs 166 to 169 of its report with the question of 

the relationship of the Northern and Southern parts of the Trust Territory in 

regard to the consultation to take place, and it comes to the very definite 

conclusion that the wishes of the Northern and Southern peoples of the Terri tory 

should be determined separately. It points out in paragraph 168 that the 

distinction to be drawn between the northern and Southern parts of the Territory 

and their people is a fact which cannot be eliminated without doing violence 

to the >·1ishes of all known opinion in the North. It seems. to my delegation that 

this view cannot fail to be accepted, 

Given, therefore, this conclusion that the north and south must be dealt with 

separately, the Mission then had to consider what form the consultaton should tal<,; 

in each of the two sections of the Territory. The Mission considered this CJ.Uestion 

; ... 
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in the kriowledge that the Administering Authority would be prepared to agree 

to a. plebisdte in each section if, in the opinion of the Mission; this was 

necessary· and if the General Assembly decided thereafter to authorize one. The 

Mission was not, of course, in any way bound by its terms of reference to 

recommend ariy particular form of consultation, nor necessarily to recommend the 

same form of ·consultation for·ea.ch section of the Territory. Here I should 

like to refer the Council to paragraphs 171 to 173 of the report. The ~fission 

remarl~ed in paragraph 171: · 

"There appeared to be a· wide-spread notion among the regi.onal · Governments, 

·the political parties a.nd apparently the public .at large that a plebiscite 

was to be a United nations requirement." (T/1426, page 79) 

PerhRps, reading between the lines, I detect - I hope I am not being unjust - a 

slight feeling on the part of the Ydssion that the Administering Authority may 

conceivably have erred in lending currency to the idea that the United Natj.ons 

itself would insist on a plebiscite. But wha.t has the Visiting Mission to say 

on this point? Here I should like to quote paragraph 172: 

"The Mission 11as not wholly prepared for this, because there was nothing 

in its terms of reference, nor in the mel:lorandum of the Administering 

Authority, 11hich had committed either the United Nations or the 

Administering Authority to the idea that a plebiscite or other special kind 

of consultation had already been judged necessary or appropriate to the 

circumstances of the Trust Territory. The. Mission therefore approached 

'its task in the Trust Territory with the understanding that the necessity 

or otherwise for a plebiscite was an entirely open qu_estion, to "hich it 

was one of its principal functions to suggest an answer." (Ibid.) 

The Mission goes on to refer to the. debates which took place in the Fourth 

Committee at that time and to the statement which I made on 15 November - to <lhich 

I have already referred, I~ talks about: 

"the aP..nouncement made on 15 Nover.1ber by the representative of. the 

Administering AUthority that subject to the views of the Mission and 

the Trusteeship Council it intended to ask the General Assembly at its 

next session to agree to a consultation in the form of a plebiscite." 

(T/1426, page 79) 
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Can there be some suggestion there that perhaps the representative of the 

Administering Authority was being a little premature in making this remark, even 

if it ;;as made subject to the views of the Jvlission itself? I do not knm<, but 

I certainly entirely agree with the view expressed by the Jvlission in this part of 

its report that it 1>1as entirely open to it to suggest 1>1hat form a consultation 

should take and not only that but whether it was necessary for a consultation to 

be held at all. 

Now I feel that, even at the risk of being a little tedious, I must refer to 

some of the opini~ns of substance which the Mission expressed in this part of its 

report. I should lilce to preface this by making it very clear that we, as the 

Administering Autho~ity, are i&~artial in this matter. We are not concerned to 

press one solution or another but we are concerned to do the right thing in the 

interests of the people. 

On the subject of the views of the people of the norther11. section of the 

Came1·oons under British administration as to their future, the Hission has a 

good deal to say, and I should like to refer the Council to some of these 

passages. The first one to which I ;mnt to refer is paragraph 150, in which the 

I'lission refers to the vieHs expressed in the past by "the Emirs and their 

traditional advisers". In paragraph 151- and I think this is important- the 

Mission goes on to say: 

"'[·he Mission found the Emirs saying the same thing today, but now they 

speak ;1ith the support of many other voices. They themselves are surrounded 

·oy councils widely representative of groups within the community. There are 

elected councils in the districts; there are elected Cameroonians sitting 

in the regional and federal legislatures; there are political parties, for 

and against the Government, Hith active organizers and spokesmen; and there 

is an in;measurably larger number than ten years ago of men Hho are ready to 

express an opinion. Almost Hi thout exception •••• all •·1ho spol<:e to the 

Mission conceived of no other futu.re for the l•Torthern Cameroons than as 

a part of the Northern Region ~~d thus, in 1960, as part of the independent 

Federation of Nigeria." (T/1426, page 72) 

In paragraph 152 it states: 

"There is only one body which can be said to be in any sense representative 

of the Northern Cameroons as a ,;hole. This is the Consultative Committee 

; ... 
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whose composition and functions, as described earlier, entitle it in the 

Mission's opinion to speak the minds of the people with all the authority 

that can be expected in the present circumstances of public opinion and 

expression." (~.) 

The composition of this body is shown in paragraph 178 of the report. It 

consists of: 

"the elected Minister for the Northern Cameroons as chairman, the Lamido 

of Adamawa, the Emir of Dikwa, all the other elected members of the Northern 

Cameroons in the regional and federal legislatures, and six special members 

chosen by their local councils to represent the more remote southern areas." 

(Ibid .1 page 81) 

The Mission says in paragraph, 152: 

"At Mubi 1 in the Mission's presence, the Consultative Committee debated 

and adopted unanimously a resolution in which, considering that the 

Northern Cameroons had a common culture, tradition, language and 

administration with the Northern Region of Nigeria, it reaffirmed that the 

wish of the people under trusteeship was to remain with the Northern Region 

when Nigeria received its independence in 1960." (Ibid., page 72) 

In paragraph 153 the Mission goes on to say: 

"In discussing the subject further with the Mission, members of the 

Committee from the Adamawa parts of the Trust Territory, from the Gwo~a 

District in the Dikwa Emirate, from the Benue portion of the Trust Territory 

and from the Bambilla plateau, all supported that position. Nor did 

any of the representatives consider that the Northern Cameroons should be 

united with the Southern Cameroons." (~.) 

Then in paragraph 154 the Mission says that five of the elected members of 

the Committee, in a separate memorandum, expressed various views, including this: 

"They made it clear that neither they, nor in their opinion the people who 

had elected them, desired or expected any change in the relationship 

with Nigeria." (T/1426, page 73) 

Again, going to paragraph 157, it states: 

"Among all of the District and Village heads and the members of the District 

Council whom the Mission met - and it believes that every district in the 

Northern Cameroons was represented before it in this way - the feeling was 

I ... 
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. the .. <san\e,•:· .Th<ly -were all -of ·the opinion, that the inhabitants of thee 

. Northern··Trust Territory :would oppose. any proposal of separation ·.from· 

liliger,ia. :and that the areas •concerned belonged: .. proper1y; · :l,n· fact,: to· the 

Provinces with which they were administered and sholilO,,~~herefore ·remain a 

part of. the Northern •Regiori;ot' Nigeria."•·{~. )-;: ·· · 

But let us refer also to the cpposition parties. These are dealt with in ·· 

paragraph' 149, wheX'e) after referring to· various• vi·ews about.· internaL questions 

which were ex]>ressed to the Mission by opposition parties.> the: Mission writes 

as ·follows :' 

· ··. ·"Fo:tr the. Mission's p\ll'pose; moreover, the inost· important a-spect of·the· 

dissenting views, expressed either through the oppositibii. pgl.d,ti.t_a:I,'_parties 

or through local groups and individuals. \lo6onnected .with the parties; .·'is 

th;i.t the¥•telate:to·ina.tters•of' internal policy and adminiStrative .method, 

and ao· n6t: call' into 'qUestion the' conti-nued assdcia.ztiot\' .of the Northern 

Cameroons with the Northern Regi-on •of: Nigetia." (T/1426,:1Jage' 7J.) . · 

i The:fe are· other passageir in the same sense:' If -I•inay 'turtt to the· :Mission's 

commerits I on the deterniiilati<:>n•of t:he-'.future ·O'f' -the Tru's't Territory; starting fran 
page 77 of th!'l EJJ,g:!J~Q .tel>t ot: ·the •tepolit;· •I' shrold 'Like tec· quote first :'from 

raragraph l75: .. , '' \ -- ·. 

. j. 

'''The Visi 'tirig M'tssi:On fo'uild' .the 'great inaj'o:r'i'by ofl' the- northern ·. " 

gove'rnmilntal and "traitttibna:r ·'leaders; poUtic·iH partY ·spokesmen) 

• re:ptesentat1ves of Dist:tict •ooimci'ls' and other' persoris with views on the 

matter ·:tn:· a atate'·of.lliihd' which ·could better -be described as· resignation 

'''to thil• vhtiial.l.rilpos'i tiori • of 'a pl'ebisci'te ·•than· as a•-positive .acceptance ot' 

it. This was not because ~Jiad atiy<feat about the re•sult;' bn the. ' 

'contrary: they baa:' no' doilbt ot: •a pte:cticaliy. 'unanimous vote in· favour of 

the Northern Cameroons -becioiltfrtg' :Part. ·ot: Nige:t"ia."'' (Ibi'd~, PMe .. 80) 

The Council wfll remetribe\:o ·t~e· passage: I· qubt'ed earliel' to the effe.ct that 

the Mission had fotihd-' the' peop::L'ii' 'iJ:i .. ·a. state or· m1'nd 'that the Uril ted' Nations: itself 

was likely to require a plebiscite. This pafl$lloS,I;l.:f1::9!P. Ili>:'J:-l>gra!>h 175 should be 

read in connexion '1-.'ith the statemeni:'which I have- just·'mentioned. · · ·· · 

· ·' · Aga:tn, let \ls look at what fs said· in :paragra~h 178 ot' the report, where it 

ref<lrs 't'o the Consu1tll.t1 v'e ·C'omniit'tile, which I nave described earller, haVirig: 
' ..... ··. 

; ... 
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. ••,;ilat,i=usly adopted a reeolution rea.:f'firming the desire of the people f1f 

th~ North~rn Cameroons to belong to the Northern Region of Nigeria when the 

latter· atta1llea. independence in 1960, its members with equal unanimity 

infOrllH~d the Mission that they would accept a plebiscite if. it should be 

conSidered necessary- but that they did not so consider it." (Ibid., page 81) 

It is stated in paragraph 179: 
11These representatives expressed the opinion, which was echoed many 

times before the Mission by people of the Northern Cameroons everywhere it 

went between Yola and Bama, that the future of the Northern Cameroons ae 
an integral part of Northern Nigeria was in no sense an issue on which 

opinion was divided. They emphasized that the wishes of the people had 

been made known on innumerable occasions through their elected as well as 

their traditional representatives, and that a plebiscite could have no 

result except to confirm those tdshes once more." (Ibid., page 82) 

I should like to quote the conclusion which the Hission itself recorded in 

paragraph 181: 

"The Mission has come to the conclusion, on the basis of the facts and 

opinions known to it ~ which include the consideration of historical and 

political development which it has set forth in the first part of this report

that there is no difference of opinion on the principal question of the 

future of the northern Cameroons which would require or justify the holding of 

a formal consultation on the subject. It believes it to be manifestly the 

opinion of the northern population as a t~hole, as far as it can be expressed 

at present and in the foreseeable future, that they should become permanently 

a part of the Northern Region of the Federation of Nigeria when the latter 

attains independence. The Hission accordingly recommends that, if the 

General Assembly accepts such a union as the basis for the termination of 

the Trusteeship Agreement, no further consultation need be held." 

(Ibid., page 83) 

I must apologize for quoting so extensively from the !1ission's report, but it 

seemed to me to be necessary to draw the attention of the Council to these 

particular passages. 

/ ... 
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Now, I should like to mate a very few observations as the representative of I 

the Administering Authot'ity. vie, of course, have carefully considered the re:Port ~ 
ot the Visiting !4ission on this point, and the; .conclusion which it has reached. 

l:am bound to say,·:that we ca.imot fail t~ find the arguments of. the. Mission very 

· coovThclng.·_ L believe, myself, that .. tbis will be the general view of. the Council, 
. , ~- i > ,r_. :: -- ; ~' · _ . ' • . ·' . · 

and in fact, ,.tJ;tat tlle·.Coundl'wo\.Ud not .find it easy to contest the view that there 

is nd'ci{:f:f~~~n~~-?f·opiliion among the people of the Northern Cameroons about their 

future,'an~'·:that there is a. g~ner~i wish that it should remain with the Northern . ' ' . . ' - . 

:Regi0ri·-or··~)igeria as part of' an independent federation·. I think, therefore, that 

the Council '•li:).l w;!.sp to go along with the Mission's views and to recommend 

thein to ~~e Gel;J.f:l!'al Assembly fer apwopriate aetion. 

Bu't before I finish I warit again to lna.ke the position of the United Kingdom 

abs'olutely clear in this matter so that there is no possibility of misunderstandiJ1€ 

We shouU! have be.en perf'ectly ready to .see a plebiscitlii. held in the North had 

this 'been shmm to be necessary. BUt· we cannot ignore th~ vieHs expressed by the 

Visitin·g.Mission. Since the· Mission says that a plebiscite is n<>ither necessary 

nor justif'ied, .and has produce<i what seemed to us convincing areuments in support 

of this, and since the Mission has in fact satisf'ied itself' as to the manif'est 

opinion of the population as a whole concerning thei~ future, I hardly think 

that the Council will wish to see the people of' the Northern Cameroon$ burdened 

gratuitously vlith all the paraphernalia of a more formal consultation. 

'rhe M:i.nister for Northern Cameroonial:l Af'f'airs in the Government of the 

Northern Region of' Nigeria is coming to the Unicted Nations, and will no doubt make 

a statement to the Fourth Committee on this subject. The 1/unister in question is 

Mallam Abdullahi Dan Buram Jada. The General Assembly will lie able to hear from 

him the views Of his people on thb question and on the extent to which, f'or them, 

the objectives of the Trusteeship System will be achieved by obtaining 

independence as part of the Northern Region of' the Federation of' Nigeria. 

I wish to say for the. Northern section of the Trust Te:c-1 j:t;ory, just as I 

did f'or the Southerr.. s.ection, this is not an issue in which the Administering 

Authority is conce:,necl. one way or ,the other. It is an issue on 1<hich the views of' 

the people must ·oe consilered as most important. He have an experienced and 

impartial Visiting Mission which has gone to the Trust Territory and has reported 

that there is no difference of' opinion among the people as to their future. I am 

sure that this Council will wish, in its recommendations to the General 

t• give f'ull weight to the views which the Mission has expressed. 

AssemblY, 

I ... 
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