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Introduction

1, In resolution 1282 (XITI) of 5 December 1958, the General Assembly noted the
decleration of the Govermment of Franceéf(A/C.h/388) that the Cameroons under
French administration was to achleve independence on 1 Januery 1966, thus fulfilling
the objectives of the Trusteeship System, and further noted the statement made by
the representative of the United Kingdom of Great-Gritain and Northern Ireland;/
that the Cameroons under United Kingdom sdministration was expected to achieve in
1960 the objectives set forth in Article 76 b of the Charter of the United Nations.
In the same resolution, the Assembly requested the Trusteeship Council to examine,
ag early as possible during its twenty-third session; the reports of the United
Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in West Afriecs, 1953, and to trensmit
the same, with its observations and recommendations, to the General Assermbly not
later than 20 February 1959, to enable the Assembly, in consultatlon with the
Administering Authoritieé, to take the necessary measures in ccnnexion with the
full eattainment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System in the two Territories.
2. The United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in West Africa, 1958,
submitted two repbrts to the Council, one on the Camercons under British

E/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Fourth
Cormittee, 803rd meeting.
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administration (T/1426 and Add.l), the other on the Cameroons under Freneh
administration (T/1427 and T/143k), These reports were examined by the Council

et its twenty-third session together with the ebove resolution.

3. At 1ts 953rd meeting, after the Chairman of the Visiting Missisn had introduced
the two reports of the Mission, the Council agreed to examine first the report on
the Cameroons under French administration and then the report on the Cameroons
under United Kingdom edministraticn. A brief account of the Council's examination

of these twe guestions is set forth below.

The future of the Trust Territory of the Camercons under French administration

k., The examination of the future of the Camercons under French administration
was begun at the 953rd meeting, when an opening statement was made by the
representative of France. The text of the statement appears in amnex IIT to the
-present report. During the 954th and 955th meetings, the special representative
for the Territory, as well as the Chalrman of the Vislting Mission, replied to
questions put to them by members of the Council, At the latter meeting, the
Council began a general debate, which was concluded at the 958th meeting.

5. In the course of the genersl debate, Haiti, Italy, New Zealand, FParaguay and
the United States of Americe submitted a draft resolution (TfL.895) which was
considered by the Council at its 958th and 960th meetings.

6. At the latter meeting, the Council adopted the draft resolution by & roll-
call vote of 12 to 1, with 1 abstention., The text of the resolution, as adopted,
appear in snnex I to the present report.

T. After the voting, the representative of France made a statement concerning
the adoption by the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons of an esmmesty law, the
text of which would be communicated to Members of the General Assembly.

The future of the Trust Territory of the Camﬂroons under United Kingdom
administration

8, The examination of the future of the Camercons under United Kingdom
administration was begun at the 959th meeting, when an opening sfatement was made
by the representative of the United Kingdom. The text of the statement appesrs
in annex IV to the present report.
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9. At the 962nd meeting, Burma, Haiti, Italy, New Zealand, Paraguay and the
United States of America submitted a draft resciution (T/L.896) which was
considered by the Council at the same meeting.

10, At that meeting, the Council adopted the draft resolution, with minor changes,
by 13 votes to none, with 1 zbstention. The text of the resolution, as adopted,

gpnears in aunex II to the present report.
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ANNEX I
. TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1925 (AKILI) OF 17 FEERUARY 1959,

The future 5% the Trust Terrltorv of the’ Gameroons '
B ~ano 0 “under Freneh administzatlon

The Trusteeship Council, e S : o : :
~ Recalling its resolutions 1907 (XXII) of 28 July 1958 and’ 192h (S-IX} -of
T Noverber 1958_by_whlch the Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in West Afriea
was requesteaj-35323 525§,:fo set forth its.views on'the procedure for ¢rganizing
the consultation which would enable the people of the Cameroons under French =~ -~
administratibﬁ_tqrexPr¢53 at -the apyropriate time their'wisheS‘coﬁééfﬁiﬁgitHEir

future and concerning the termination of‘trusteeéhip.upon~attainment‘of-full;“

national independence in 1960, T R ,
-Having been requested by the General Assembly in-its resolution 1282 {x1I1) -

of 5 December 1958 to examine at the earliest possible time during the- twenty-

third session the reports of the Visiting Mission on the ‘Cameroons under British
adninistration and the Cameroons under French administraticn end tc:trénsmit{tﬁem,
with its observetions and recormendatlons, to the General Agzembly not latérfthan-
20 February 1959 to enable the Assembly to take, in consultation with the
Administering Authorities, the necessary meesures in connexion with the full
attainment. of the objectlves of the Trusteeship System, B '

Having examined the report of the Visiting Mission on the Gameroons under
French administration (T/i427 and. T/lhjh) and considered the observations -of “the
Administering Authority on it, : . R IR

1, " Expresses its appreciation”to the Visiting Mission for iis report:

2. Kotes the conclusions and recommendetions of the Visiting Mission;

3. Considers that the Territory of the Cameroons under French sdministration
1as ready for independence in accordance with the declaration of the Administering
Authority, and the Legislative Assembly of the Cemeroons under French
adminlgtration, without the need for any further consultation with the people of
the Territory:
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L, Welcomes with satisfaction the assurances given by the Prime Minister
of the Cameroons under French administraticn to the Visiting Mission, and which
have Leen réiferated on behalf of the Administering Authority before tﬁe Couneil,
that the necessary messures are being discussed in the Legisiative Assembly for
the granting of broader measures of political amnesty and.strﬁngly urges that
such amnesty should be granted on the widest possible basis and with the least
possible delay; ‘ : ”

5. VWelcomes further assurances given in the Trusteeship Council by the
representative of the Administering Authority and by the special representative
that there exist in the Territory freedom of the press, of assembly, of political
association, and other fundamental freedoms;

6. Notes that the Camercons Government has stated that it welcomes the
return of all Camerconiams who in recent years have left the country and invites
them to re-enter normal life without fear of reprisal;

7. DNotes further that it is the intention of the Camerocons Jovernment to
hold elections to f£ill the four seats in the Legislative Assembly allocated to
the Sanaga Maritime area as early as possible;

8. Transmits to the General Assembly the report of the Visiting Mission,
the observations of the Administering Authority and the records of the Council's
discussions;

9. Recommends that the General Assembly, at its resumed seasion, after
considering the report of the Trusteeship Council and any further views that may
be expressed before 1t, take a decision to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement
upon: the attainment of full national independence with effect from 1 January 1960
in accordance with Article 76 b of the United Nations Charter.
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ANNEX II

TRUSTEESHIFP COUNCIL RESOLUTICN 1926 (XXIII) OF 18 FEBRUARY 1959

The future of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons
under United Kingdom administration

The Trusteeship Council,

Recalling its resolution 1907 (XXIX) of 28 July 1958 by which the Visiting
Mission to Trust Territories in West Africa was requested to include in its report
on the Cameroons under United Xingdom sdmirfiatyation ifhe views on the method of
consultation which should be adopted when the time came for the people of the

Territory to express their wishes concerning their future,

Having been requested by the General Asgembly in its resolution 1282 (XIII)
of 5 December 1958 to examine the reports of the Visiting Mission on the Camerocons
under United Kingdom administration and the Cameroons under French administration

and to transmit them with its observations and recommendations to the General
Assembly not later than 20 February 1959 to enable the Assembly, in consultation
with the Administering Authority, to take the necessary measures in connexion with
the full attaimment of the objectives of the Trusteeship Systen,

Having examined the Report of the Visiting Misslon on the Cameroons under
United Kingdom Administration (T/1L426 and T/1426/Add.1) and considered the
statement of the Admlnistering Authority on it,

1. Expresses 1ts appreciation to the Visiting Mission for its report;

= Takes note of the observations and cenclusions of the Visiting Mission
in its report;

3. Considers that these conclusions will require further examination by
the General Assembly;

‘ bk, Transmits to the Generasl Assenibly the repert of the Visiting Mission,
the observations of the Administering Authority and the records of the Council's
discussion in order that, after due examination in the light of these documents
and of eny further views that may be expressed before it, the General Assembly
may take such action as it deems appropriste, in accordance with Article 76 b of
the United Nations Charter.

[en



P

A/hooh
English
N o Annex IIT.
S , _ . Pagel

ANNEX: ITT

Statenent made by the representative of France at the
995rd meeting of the Trusteeship Council

Two items on the agenda of the Trusteeship Council's present gegsion deal
essentially with the Cemeroons under French aaministration: item 4 concerning
the examination of the Administering Authority's report for lQS??Nan itém,l?
concerning the future of the Trust State. _ '

On all points raised in the course of the Qiscussion on thesge two items, about

. which. members of the €ouncil may wish to have further information, I shall have

the 1ssistance of two Special Representatives whom I shculd now like to
introduce to the Council: Mr. Pinon and Mr, Betayene. I believe this is not
really .an Introduction, as Mr. Gerig has already performed that duty. .

itr. Pinon is & licencid en drolt of the Overseas College of France
(Ecole de la France d'Outre-Mer); he has had more than twelve vears of
administrative expérience in Africa, and for the past year and a half has been &

mexber of the Cabinet of the French High Commiscioner for the Camercons as

Director.of Foreign Relatlons. _

‘ Mr. Jean Betayene was born in the Camerodns.' He was one of our most
brillient university students. He too has a law degree and graduated from the
Overseas Colliege of France. He has dealt with Cameroonian affairs since 195h,
and belongs to Cameroonian €lite which will now administer the new Cameroonian
nation,and hold the country's future in their hands. He is a member of
Mr. Ahidjo‘s cabiﬁet in the capacity of .technical adviser on foreign relations.

Both these gentlemen will de their utmost to give the Council valuable
assistance in its work. '

There ig no need for me to stress that one of these two items on the agenda
is much more important than the other. The French delegation wiil of cburse,
gladly partic1pate in the. dlscu551on of the report on the administration of the
Camproons for 1957, in accordance with the normal procedure and practioe, if the
Council considers it necessary, but everyone must be aware that events have moved

swiftly since 1957 and it is the future eof the Trust State which will invest this

[oes
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ordinary session of the Council with exceptional significance and command the
close attention of all delegations. Moreover the General Assembly has given us
specific terms of reference, in resolution 1282 {XIII), to examine and appraise
a8 soon as possivle the report subwmitted to us by the Visiting Mission to the
Cameroons, to enable the General Assembly fto reach a decision on the termination
of Trusteeship at 1ts forthcoming session.

_ We therefore have to prepare the ground for the General Assembly's work and
decisions, which we can now do inm full knowledge of the facts, both in the light
of the many important events which took place in the development of the
Cameroons during 1958, and also of the conclusions of the Visiting Mission.

The Vigiting Mission's report gives a full and detailed account of the
Territory's evolution since 1956 in the politicel, economic and social fields,
vhich has enabled the Cameroonsans to govern themselves, There is no need to
review this history for the benefit of the members of the Council, who have for
years been in constant touch with these problems,

I need'only draw attention to the principal events of the decigive year 1958 -
a year when the Camerocns blosscmed and when the imminence of its independence
was lrrevoeably confirmed.

You will reeall that @uring the first two months of that year, the Cameroons
experienced the first ministerial crisis in its short parliamentary history.

The Careroonian Government led by Mr, André-Marie M'Bida was defeated in the
Legislative Assembly. As the outcome of that crisis, the course of which

revealed both the vitality of the new institutions and the political maturity of
the Camerocnian leaders, Mr. Ahmadou Ahidjo was asked to form a new Government,

and on 8 February he presented a programme bearing chiefly on the following points:

Full domestic aubonomy;

A schedule for Camerconian independence;

Reunification of the two Cameroons;

National concilistion;

Co~operation with France on the basis of freedem and mutual trust;

More rapid preparation of the Cameroons for independence in the political

financial, econcmic and social fields.
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It was oh this programme that Mr Ahidjo won. ‘a motion of ccnfidence by
49 votes, with' 15 abstentions. Himself a northerner, but aware of. the need for
naticnal unity, he has grouped arcund him representatlves of the pecple of both
north and south and formed 3 broadry-based coalition Government

The former oppcsztlon, consisting mainly of ‘the Actiod Natlonale

parllamentary group, known as the "Group—of Eight"”, whose President Mr. Charles
Assalé, together Wlth Mr. Boppo Prrso, was known to the United Natlons as the
suthor of petatlons, has now beccme the mejority perty end several of its members
have accepted mlnlsterial pouts., Cn .the ctber ‘hand,. Mr. A.M M'Bida and

his Démocrates camerounals, ﬁith their President, Mr. Clsude Akono, and prDmlnEHtl_

members like Mr. Tsa L¢a and Mr. Djoumessl, ere now the opp051t10n.

In’ accordance w1uh its announced prograrme znd the prov151ons of the Statute
of 16 April 19)7, Whlch permxta the Legislative Asscmblj t0 request a change in
institutions by resolutlon, the Government introduced =a Bill in the Assembly
vhich can be summarized as follows the Leglslatlve Assembly instructs the 7
Government to enter izto negotlatrons with thea French Government for the i
recognition of the JF ion of the Cameroons to become 1ndependent on the termination
of trusteeshlp, .and LOP the earliest P09u1b1e transfer. . to the State of - the
Cameroons cf all powers rElatlng to the manegement of 1ntPrnal affalrs.

The text of this resoluticn was adopted-on. 12 June 1958‘by ‘all deputies:of

the Camervonizn Assembly with the exceﬁtion of the Démocrates cemercunais who
refuged to vote. ' ' ) . . |

Negotiations were conducted'between the French and Camerocnfan Governﬁents
during theisummer: They took pl&ce in an. atmosphere of mutual understanding and
trust, andiculminaten i complete agreement both on the transfer of all 1nterna1
povers to the State of the Camercons from 1 Jamuary 1959, and on the adoption of
the time-table for Camerocnlan 1ndependence - full 1ndependence, for. those who
like adjectives - to become effectxve on 1 January 1900 o

Thus an agreement had been concluded on a statute of self government

The transfer of all 1nternal POWers was given effect by the: adoptlon of a
new statute, whlch in the words of the Cameroonlan Prlme Mlnleter, Mr. Ahlﬁjo,
"marked the accession of the Cameroons to ccmplete 1nternal self go?ernment whlch

carries with it full legislative and regulatory powers”. The new statute was

fonn
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submitted to the Cameroonian Legislative Assembly at the cpening of its session on
14 october 1958, approved on 20 November 1958, promulgated onm 30 December by an
ordinance of the Govermnment of General de Gaulle and came into effect on
1 January 1359,

Henceforth all legislative, administrative and juridical powers are vested
in the Camerconisn authorities. In eddition to its powers under the previous
statute, the Cameroonian Govermment assumes full respensibility for public order
and the proper dispensation of justice. It therefore exercises full authority
over publie services as a whole, particularly the heads of administrative
circonseriptions and police, security and gendarmerie forces.

Justice is dispensed in the neme of the Camerocnian people and the judiciary_

are indeperndent of the administrative and legislative authorities.

In the matter of external affairs, Camerconian citizenship has been
recognized and France sheres with the Cameroonian authorities the responsibilities
incumbent on it by virtue of the Trusteeship System.

Those are the broad outlines of the Statute which is given in full in
annex II of the Visiting Mission's report, to which the Frenco-Cameroonian
Conventions are also annexed.

I feel I need not go into greater detail, but since we are dealing with
Erovisional texts, we are quite prepared to give any explanations which may be
desired. The Statute will govern the Cameroons during 1959. It is the last
stage in the evolution of Camerconian institutions tefore independence and the
termipation of trusteeship, as stated in the preamble. For, on L Jamuary 19&}
gutonomy will be replaced by independence, and the remaining powers, relating to
eXternel affairs, will pass into the hands of the Cameroonian authorities. The
Statute itself is therefore only a meens of preparing the most favourable
eonditions for independence, whose time-table was worked out in complete
agreement by the French and Cameroonian Govermment. It is a pre-independence
Statuta,

Puring the negotiastions, France agreed to recognize the option of the
Cemeroons for independence on the termination of trusteeship. The Cameropnian

Goverrmment and all the people wanted a date to be Ffixed forthwith in accordance

/e
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with the wishes‘they'hsd expressed. Moreover,_the Administering Authority, having
acknowledged the need to transfer all internsl powers to the Cameroonian
authorities, eould no longer assume the responsibilities of trusteeship for an
indefinite period.‘ It was in those eireumstances that the Legislative Assembly
was consulted on the subject of a time-tshle for the etteinment of the ObJECt1VBS
of the Trusteeship System in the Csmeroons.

In its resolution of 2L October, the Assembly proclaimed the wish of the
people that the State of the Cemeroons should ettsin full netionsl independence'
on 1 January 1960 and reqnested the Cameroonian Government to ask Frence to
propose, in the Generel Assembly of the United Netions, the termination of the
Trusteeship Agreement on attainment of independence. '

On 28 Octcber I had the honour, on behalf of the French Government formally
to submit the egreements concluded to the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly.
A special session of the Trusteeship Council, a8 you will recall, enabled it o
supplement the terms of reference of the Visiting Mission. Lastly, a memorsndum,
submitted to the ‘General Assembly on 12 November, stated that the time had come
to invite the people of the Cameroons to complete the finel phase of the )
Trusteeship, and thet immediate provision must be mede for the termination of the
Trusteeship Agreement on the attainment of independence, on 1 Jenuary 1960

This standpoint wea reaffirmed in the course of the General Assembly s -
debates, both by the representative of France and the Cemeroonian Prime Minister,
Mr. ahidjo. , ' _ o

Those debates are too recent to warrent extensive reference to them at this
time. The passage of time Wlll eneble us to view them in their true perspective,
without, hOWever, indulging in subtle interpretetions of the text or
psychoenelysing the Fourth Committee's collective soul.

The first point I should like to meke is that the ABSembly received with
satisfaction the announcement of independence for the Cameroons under French
administration on 1 January 1960. There was unenimity on that score. No one has
questioned our time-table. We emphasized this in our statement of ST

25 Novemter 1958, indicating thet, whatever procedure was adopted, the Cameroons

[oee



A/409L
Erglish
Annex IIT
Page 6

would be independent on 1 January 1960, and that, in accordance with the wishes
of the Ceameroonian Assembly, we would oppose any efforts, regardless of their
nature, which might be made to delay the accession of the Cemeroonian pecple to
their full soversignty.

In its unanimously adopted resolution 1282 (XIII), the General Assembly
"notes the declaration of the Government of France that the Cameroons under
French administration is to achieve independence on 1 January 1960, thus
fulfilling the objectives of the Trusteeghip System.”

My second point is that the Assembly, although fully aware of the urgent need
for a decision, in view of the proximitj of the date of 1 January 1960, hesitated
to take it immediately., The reason for its hesitation was that some delegations
still had doubts regarding the situation in the Cameroons, the most appropriate
procedure for terminating the Trusteeship, the genuineness of the Camerconian
Govermment's pdwers,the probleﬁ of reunification, and so on.

For our part, although things were perfeetly‘elear to us and our position
had been defined with a frankness which even our adversaries had recognized, ﬁe
had absolutely no desire, seeing that'our time-tsble had not been questioned, to
force a decision on the General Assembly, to exert pressure on the United Natlons.
Quite the contrary. Bince we had nothing to hlde and our case was crystal-clear,
we hoped to obtain the broadest possiblae approval from the United Nations. 3Some
persons were‘still doubtful or hesitant? Never mind. There was & United Nations
Mission in the Camercons - why not await its report? PBut since a decision could
not be postponed until the fourteenth session of the Ceneral Assembly, the |
obvious solution was for fhe Assembly to meet agein as soon as the Trusteeshi?
Couneil'ﬁas in a position to forward to it the Visiting Mission's rePort,'together
vwith its own observations, _ | |

It is the rerresentative of Halti who deserves the credit for having first
presented this solut1on, which we supported gnd which was unanimously adopted.

I b611EVe the President is well acqualnted with this representative, whose
experience, both in the United Nations and with trusteeship problems, has once
more been extremely useful to us.

On'the President's initiative, the General Assembly expressed itas confidence
that the Visiting Mission and the Trusteeship Council could propose to it a clear
solution to the Camercons problem by 20 February. ‘ fons
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Let us consider, then, the conclusions of the Visiting Mission.

First of all, on behalf of the'Administering Authority and the Cameroonian
Goverument, let me pay a tribute to Mr. Gérig,.Mr. Jaipal, Mr. Salomon and
Mr. Thorp, and also to the Secretariat team which helped them, fbr the
conscientlous and competent way in which they cerried cut their delicate task.

For the reasons given sbove, and in order that there should be nordoubts on the
matter and that the truth should be plain to all, we hoped that they would be

able to gather all the information poséible from the‘most reliable sources and
with the greates£ gnarantees of obﬁectivity. The High COmmissioner’é Office and
the Camerconian Government wantedrthé Missicn to be perfectly free to meet
everybody who wished to meet ift, to receive all petitions which might be addressed
to it, and to establish contact with all representatives of Camerocnian opinion,
including the opposition.

It was absolutely necessary'ﬁhat-the fepreaentatives of the United States,
Haiti, India and New Zealand should be able to make an exhaustive inguiry into all
the problems with which the General Assembly was concerned. In order to see and
hear & great deal, they were not sparing of their time. We thank them for their
strenuous work. We are gratified to note that the conclusions in their report
were adcpted by unanimous agreement.

What questions were left in abeyance, or more exactly, what were the questions
ccnceriing vwhich scme delegations awaited - and sﬁill await =~ clarification from
the Visiting Mission before teking a final decision on the termination of
Trusteeship?

First questicn: AE Jove principium., What about iﬁdependence? What is the
wish of the pecple of the Camercons?

The reply is fto te fournd in paragrarhs 135 and 136 of the Vieiting Missicn's
report: ... the overvhelming majority of the population desires independence”,
ard the date of ".., 1 Januery 1940, vhich was approved 1n the Leglslalive Assembly
of the Camerocons by a large majority, is also supported by the great majority of
the population™ {T/1427; page 65).
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Second question: Is a referendum necessary?

The reply is to be foﬁnd'in paragraﬁh'lﬁé- '"..1 it is ﬁot'HECéééarylfD
consult the populatlon on thls subJect before the termlnation of trusteeshlp
(Ibid. y. _ : . .

Third question: Are new geﬁeral elections necessary before the attainmment of
independence? R - - o .

The reply is to be found.iﬁ'pafagraﬁh'iﬂl "There are cErtainly ‘
{rsufficient grounds .e. £OF the holding of new general elections under United
Nations superv1sion before the termination of trusteeshlp. Furthermore, it /the
M1551057'sees no reagon why fresh elections to'the Legislative Assembly should be
e precondition of the attainment of 1ndependence. It must be remembered that it
vas the present Legieletive Assembly and Govérnment vhich demanded and obteined
from Frence the commitment to grent independence on 1 Jemuary 1960. Tt would be
ironic if their representative character were ta e called in qpeetion.

{Ivid., page 57). - ' o ) ' '
Fourth qpestion : Preeisely to whaﬁ'eitent is the present Assembly |

representat1ve?

The reply is te be found ie paragraphs:138 '159, et seg..' 'An examination -
of the conditions in which the elections of 23 December 1956 took place end of
their results does not ... glve justlflcatlon for eny claim that the comp051t10n
of the Leglslative Assembly does not reflect ponular oplnlon, except p0551bly o
in the Sanaga- Marltime. vvs The Mission is of the opinion that on the whole the
. preeent Legislative Assenbly is representatlve in character. |
(Ibld., pages 66 and 67).

Flfth qpestlon Has the final objective of the International Trusteeship

System been reached?

" The reply 1s to be found in paragraph lBh— '“The terms of the new stauute
arid the olar1fy1ng provislons in its preemble afford no grounas “for doubt that
the independence which the Cemeroons will enjoy on the termlnatlon of Trusteeshlp
Will Te full and complete. Moreover, the manner in which the Leglslative"J
Assembly and the Government have exercised the powers transferred to them, and the
economic and sccial development of the Territory, encourage the Mission to believe,
with the Administering Authority, that the Cameroonlans have the capacity to assume
the responsibilities of independence." (Ibid., page 65). ol

e
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Sixth question: What ebout the disturbsnces in the Sanege-Maritime?

The reply is to be found in paragraphs 102, 157 end others: The rebellion
has virtually ended. The mumber of rebels who have surrounded clearly shows the.
rapid decline of the movement in the Sanaga-Maritime. {Tbid., page 72).

Seventh gquestion: Whet do the Cameroonians under French administration
think of reunification?

~ The reply is to be found in paragraphs 165 and 166: It is not necessary to

consult the people on the matter. The general position was that they were walting
for the Cameroons under British sdministration to indicate in some formal manner,
and prefersbly before 1 January 1960, its desire for unification, but this
unification should not in any clroumstances lead to a delay in the Territory's
becoming independent. (Ibid., page 76).

These are the Visiting Miassion's conclusions on the most important points.

They are clear-cut, logical, supported by facts and should convince even those
who are most hesitant to actept the evidence.

I would be guilty of omission, howeﬁer, if I failed to mention two important
- suggestions made by the Visiting Mission, one concerning by-elections and the
other national reconciliation,

The Mission feels (paragraph iuz)'tnaﬁ‘it would be desirable to rectify the
situstion in the Sanaga-Maritime as éoon.as possible by holding by-elections.
(Ivid., page €8).

I am pleased to infomm the Council that the Government of Mr. Ahidjo intends
to hold by-elections very soon to fill vacancies caused by the assassination of
two candidates in December 1956 and the disqualification of the two surviving
candidates who were eleéted. These elections are to be held within the next few
months.

The Mission, moreover, expressed its conviction (paregraph 158) that "a new
smmesty measure, as broad as possible ... would be an act of great wisdom"
(Ivid., page 73).

As the Prime Minister had assured the Mission, an amnasty biil has been
submitted to the Legislative Assembly of the Camerocons and is now under discussion.
It will be voted upon and put into effect before the dby-elections.
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For our part, ve. cannot £all to be- pleaged jat seeing the' finagl”
reconcillation of the Cameroonlans Jbeing-achieved by-the Camﬁroonfans themselves,
since, as of l January, the powar of. declaring amnesties has been’ transferred to

L r\ Tl

the Cameroonians by the Statute..pw,
_M_“d51on shall We . draw frnm -thesesconclusidns?’ Th the’ main, “that
the condztions for reachlﬁg a decision with respect to the Cameroons under French

admlnistratlon have now besn met. R IR

Of Lourse, there 1& Sﬁqll Qne more . question to: sattle, that of reunification.
L.If care and understanding are brought to besr on this problew by‘the CamerOOnlan
Government and _popular opinion,. it. 15, .85 B matter of fact, -already solved fork“
.them._ The Cameroonians under French administration aye ready to welcome theirnhi
brothers under British administration, if the letter. so. Aesires- “TE: s now Cpdr
the people of the Brltlsh Cameroens  to have thair:say.: “Wé 411 “have to” stu&y B
the quest1on of the date .and suhstance of-a: possible consultattcn when” weﬂéome§€?
to consider the future Of this Territory: and my:delegation reserves “the rlght e
to present 1t5 views at fthat. time. - Besigdes; the. solution of this prbblem s
not a prerequlslte to lndependance and. to &he: termidatibn’ of ‘the Trugteeship S
Agreement The Vi51t1ng Mission noted that that was. thb' feeling of Gameroonlan o
PUbliC Dpinlon, which would notitolerate: .any stghrpretexys, for furthey delays.

" F range. is Pm“d --and I,am syre. that the: Trusteédhip Council Will' sharé thls
pride ~ that 1t is ahle to state, with the Visiting Mission, that’ the purPOSes of}
the Trusteeshlp S}stem have been-achleved.iin :the: Terpitody” Which 1t has been
admlnlsterlng on behalf of the international ‘cofmmity for forty yéars. ' _

The State Of Cameroons, & free and -demoeratic State whosé inst1tutions are’ 1‘
besed an the prlnciples of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights énd on
respect for the United Nations Charter, is now ready to take its place in the e
greg.t famlly of. NALIONS. ., ) sptinliiniy wl TP TP LSNP VR AR .

| The pirth of s new,nstion s moving, . porésntous andsolem event, which
should reduce to silence all controversy and partisan arguments. We' trust that
the United Nationsz,whmch ﬁor pany- yaars hag $a1EGWEd “BHA " encouraged,the progreSB .

of the Cameroonlan peoplﬂ, will. be, Mnanimous’ iﬁiconf{rming their acce551on to .

o

internatlonal llfe. e Wl

fous
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We therefore ufge the Council to eadopt unanimously thé'last conclusion in
the Vigiting Mission's report, which was itself unanimously agreed upon, and to
recommend that the General Assembly, at its resumed session, should adopt &
resolution providing for the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement relating
to the Cameroons under French administration on the day of its independence;

1 January 1960.
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ANNEX IV

STATEMENT MALE BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AT THE 959TH MBETING OF THE
TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

Whern T spoke to the Trusteeship Council the other day, I asked for its
indulgence in allowing me not to make a full statement at that time about the
future of the Cameroons under United Kingdom aduinistration, I said that I
thought T should wait until the results of last week's meeting of the Southern
Cameroons House of Assembly were known. We received a report during the weekend
of the results of that meeting. I am therefore now in a position to proceed with
my statement,

I shall deal Tirst with the Southern Cameroons and then with the Northern
part of the Trust Territory. |

I should like to start off what I have to say about the Southern Cameroons
by quoting part of paragraph 196 of the Visiting Mission's report:

"In the light of the conditions suggested by the two parties under
which they would accept the election results as deciding the future of the
Térritory; the Mlgsion ccnsidered that the most probable consequence which
might follow from the elections on 2h January was a further consualtation of
the people thitough a plebiscite on their future. In these circumstances
the Mission decided that after the receipt of ‘the results of the elections
and. of other relevant information concerning them it might be necessary for
it to formulate further observations concerning a possible plebiscite.”
(T/1h26, varagraph 1590)

As all wembers of £he Trusteeéhip Council know, the elections were duly held

cn 2k January. The Kamerun Naticnal Depocratic Party won fourteen of the
twenty-six seats; the Kamerun National Congfess and the Kamerun People's Party -
a coalition vhich fought the elections as a coalition and which had formed the
Government before the elections - won twelve seats. I think that I should now
quote what the Visiting Mission has to say about the result of the electicns in
the supplementary report which it has submitted.

/...
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"The Mission vas informed Purther that the average poll was 70 per cent
of the registered electors.,. It iz difficult to indicate with accuracy the
percentago of votes cast for candidates supporting the. two main political
trends, since the Kumbs Nerth-West seat wasfwoo withoﬁt opposition and the
positions of the independent candidates are not known." - that iz, on the
futvre of the Territory. For an approximate 1nd1cat10n, howaver, the |
Kumba seat might be ca¢cu*atod as oeing worth to the KNC/KPP 70 per cent of
“the 9,550 regisiered electors thern - 1.2, 28 3,685 votss. On this basis |
8 to#aT of 58 069 votes, or hC h per cent, might be said to have been cast

" in favour of candldates pledged o support aSSOC“athB with the Federation,

Cof Nigerla, and 75,326 votes, or 52,3 per cent, in fevour of candidates
‘supnorting ‘seces ion! from Nigerla. The remaining 7.3 per cent of the votes
were cast for 1ndependent oandidates.f (T/1426/8da.1, pera. 212)

The Mlgslon goes on to say later:

It should also be said ~ and the Mission s own observatlons in the
Tﬁrxitory bore thls out - that pergonal likes and disllkes towards _
candudates and 1 sUEs of a, purely Toc@l character, undoubtedly had a

rbparlng on the p0711ng. (’bld ).w N
.As the members of the Counoll well know, Mr.‘Foncha was aop01nteu PremLer of
the Southern Cameroons and hasg formed a Government._ qe is the leader of the KNDP.
Furthermooe, ast neek, a meetlng of the Southern Cameroons Houge of Aqsembly was
held.k It began on 11 Fobruary.- Two motions were 1ntroducea into the House by the
Covarnment Party, and Ishould 11ke to read out to +he Council the terms of these |
motlons.l The firet reads as fOllOJ . S . o :
" "That this honourable House prays Her Majesty's Government tO take
immediate steps to fulfil the will of the peogle of the Sout%ern Cameroons
as indlcated by the results of the last general elections in which the KNDP, .
the sece531oni t party, polled morg than half the total nuaber .of votes cest,
and thus meiement the policy of thls Government which strongly adovcates
secesulon of the Soutnern Cameroons from the Fede&&t‘an of nge ia before.
she attalns 1ndeoendence in 1900 and to continue under a modlfled form of
Lthe Irasteeshlp Agreement for gome tlme dqring which the .possibilities
of reunification with any section of the Britilsh and. French sectors can

be explored.”
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The second motion introduced by the Government Party reads as fmllows:

"That in view of the fact that a plebiscite is likely to be the
means of determining whether or not the Southern Camercons should secede
fraw the Federation of Wigeria, this honourable House hugbhly prays
His Excellency the Governor Cerxersl to postpome the reglstration of voters
in the Southern Cameroons for the forthcoming general elections to the
House of Representatives until 1t beecomes clear whether or not the
Scuthern Camercons will continue to send representatives to that House."

I should like also to read out to the Council the terms of an amendment
to she first of these resolutiems which was moved by the opposition parties which
@reviously.formed the Government of the Scuthern Caueroons. This amendment was
the kind of amendment which substitutes sometlhing completely different for the
motion as 1t originally stood. The whole motion, if it had been amended,
would have read as follows:

"Mhat this honourable House mandates the Premier and Leader of
the Opposition in this House to represent to the Trusteeshlp Council of
the United Nations Organization the opimion of this House that there can
be no better future for the Scuthern Czmeroons than in its continued
asscelation with Nigeria and to reguest the United Naticns to explore
other and more effective weans of ascertaining the wishes of the ve=ople
of the Scouthern Cameroons about their future relaticnship with the
Federation of Nigeria in view of the fact that the last general elections
cannet be accepted as a decisive indication of the wishes of the people.”
The result of the debate which has been reported to me by telegram 1s that

the two Government mctions were corried by 1k votes to 12,

At this stage I think T should refer the Council to the conclusion reached
by the Visliting Mission in its supplementary report. I am going to read frowm
‘paragraph 218 of the supplementary report:

"In the light of the foregoing, the Mission has come to the conclusion
that the results of the electicns cannct be regarded as decisive as far as
the future of the Southern Cameroons is concerned. If generzal agreement
should develop in the newly-elected House of Assembly ccncerning the

Tuture of the Scuthern Camergons a formal popular casultation may prove

foes
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to be unnecessary; but if no such agreement emerges, it may‘only-be
through a consultation at some appropriate future date, probably a
Plebiscite, that 1t will be ‘possible to resolve the basic issues. In
that event, the M1331on considers that the conditions for such a
consultaticon, including its timing and the question or questions to be
tut to the peop1e, will have to Te determined by the General Assembly
and the Administering Authority in consultation and as far as possible
in agreement with the political parties in the Scuthern Cameroons."
(T/1b26/pda.1) | .
I have given the Council! the result of the debate in the Southern Cameroons

How e of Assembly last week, and.I have also referred to the recb@menéation of the

Visiting Mission, _

I sheuld now like to make swpe cbservations on behalf of'the United‘Kinngm
delegation. First of all, I think from the voting in the Houge of Asgembly -
1L for and 12 against, which reflects the party cemposition of the House of Assembtly
- that 4% can clearly be zoncluded that no "general agreement” Las developed
in this House of Assembly, to use the words from the Visiting Mission's report.

L have received cnly a telegraphic report of the proceedings, but I understand
that both parties have pade it cleér that they acdept that a plebiscite is
required in grder to determine their future, The Administering Authoriity, on
whese behalf T speak, also takes this view and agrees with the Visiting Mission
that the results of the recent elections cannot be regarded as decisive as far as
the future of the -Southern Camerocns is concerned. Ve also agree with the 7
Visiting Mission that the conditions for such:consultation, inciuding i%s timing
and the questions to be put, should be determined by the Geheral Assembly
and the Administering Authority. In doing so, the General Assembly and the
Administering Authority will no doubt wish to take into account the views of the
political parties represented in the Southérn dameroans 1egislature-

I believe that the Trusteeship Council will agree, as we do, with the view
that the recent elections cannot, in the light of their results, be regarded as
deecisive, and alsc that, since no.general agreement as to the future has emerged
In the newly elected legislature, a plebigcite will be necessary. I thiok also
that the Coumeil will agree that the Qeneral Assembly should be asked to
authorize such a plebiscite in agreement with the Administering Aﬁthority. The

foas
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conditions under which the plebiscite should be held, including the questions -
to be put and the timing of such a plebiscite, should be settled by the
General Assembiy in consultation with the Administering Authority, after. the.
views of the leaders of the politlcal parties represented in the Southern Cameroons
leglslature have been heard., o

7 Cbviously the most aifficult questions confronting the United Nations are
the questions of timing and the choices to be put to the people. ‘I do not think
that the Council would wish me, in respect of these particular matters, to
anticipafe the viéws which will be expressed to the Fourth Committee by the
political léédérs from the Southern Cameroons, I believe that both Mr. Foncha,
the_Premiér, and Dr. Endeley, the leader of the Opposition, will be coming here
and‘they will expreés their views %o the GCeneral Assembly and those of the
pafties they represent. I think it is right and proper that it should be they
rather than I who should put'fOTWard these views. I do not propose, therefore,
on thls occasion to go inko these particular matters.

I have made it clear that we believe that a consultation by plebiscite will
be necessary end that this view is accepted by the political parties.. I do not
think that on this occasion it would be proper or sppropriate for me to go into
the questions of timing and choices. -I wish to emphasize this point purticularly:

this is not an issue Tbetween dn Administering Authority and a local legislature or

' political party; it is a question between the two sections of political opinion

in the Territory. The concern of thée United Kingdom as Administering Authority is
that the people should have a full snd falr opportunity in the Southern Cameroons
of expressing their views. We are concerned with that, It is for them to say
what their views are. R

" I should like to turn now to an esgeritially different problem, that of the
Northern Cameroons, which is also dealt with in great detail in the report of the
Visiting Mission. I shall begin-by recalling the statement which I made in the
Pourth Committee about the future of the Cameroons under United Kingdom
administration. I Bpoke at considerable length on this subject on 15 November
last., I said, among cther things, that how the consultation of the people of the
British Cémeroons about their future should‘besorganized was g matter in the first

instance for the Visitlng Mission to advise on and for the Trusteeship Council to

[eoe
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ccnsider. I said at the time that, subject to the views vhich the Visiting Mission f
might express and the Trusteeship Council might form in the light of the Misslon's '
report, it was the belief of the United Kingdom Govermment that the consultatiqn
should take the form of a plebiscite under United Nations supervisien.

I made it clear that, as far as the United Kingdom Government was concerned
ve vere guite ready to agree that there should be a plebiscite in the.Northern
parﬁ'of the Territory, - I am sure that the same view was held by the‘Government Qf
igeria, who are obviously closely concerned in this wmatter.

We envisaged that this plebiscite would take place, subject to the views. Wthh
the Visiting Mission might express, in both parts of the Territcry, the Northern
and the Southérn parts, and I expressed the view that the best and fairest
arrangement would be for the votea in the two parts of the Tervitory to be counted
separately, although here again I was most careful to point cut that this‘alsor
was & matter for the Visiting Mission to advise on in the first instance and for
the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly to consider subsequently. In
fact, I made it perfectly clear at the time that the views which I provisicnally
expressed then regarding the method of consultation were entirely subject to the
findings ¢f the Visiting Missicn. If members of the Council will lock at
paragraph 175 of the report of the Visiting Missicn, they will see that the {
Mission itself made the same point.

The Mission deals in paragraphs 166 to 169 of its report with the questlon of
the relationship of the Northern ard Scuthern parts of the Trust Territory in
regard to the consultation to take piace, and it comes to the .wvery definite
conclusion that the wishes of the Worthern and Scuthern peoples of the Territory
should be determined separately. It points out in paragraph 168 that the ‘
distinction to be drawn between the Horthern and Southern parts of the Territory
and their peopie is a fact which cennot be eliminated without doing viclence
to the wishes of a1l known oﬁinion in the North. It seems.to wy delegation that
this vlew cannot fail to be accepted,

leen, therefore, this conciusicn that the north and south must be dealt with
separately, the Mission then had to consider what form the consultaton should take

in each of the two sections of the Territory. The Mission considered this question

/...
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in the kﬂbwlédge that the Administering Authority would be prepared to agree
to a plebiscite in each section if, in the épinion of the Mission, this was
necessary and if the General Assembly decided thereafter to authorize ome. The
Mission was not, of course, in aiy way bound by its terms of reference to
recommend any particular form of ¢onsultation, nor necessarily to recommend the
same form of consultation for each section ‘of the Territory. Here I should
like to refer the Council to paragraphs 171 to 17%5 of the report. The Mission
remarited in paragreph 17Ll: '
MPhere appeared toc be a wide-~spread notion among the regional * Jovernments,
'£hé'political parties #nd apparently the public at largze that a plebiscite
" was to be a United Naticns requiremesit."” (T/lhéé,-page 79) _
Perh&ps, reading between the lines, I detect - I hope I am not being unjust -~ a
slight feeling on the part of the Mission that the Administering Authority may

conceivably have erred in lending currency to the idea that the United Nations
itself would insist on g plebisgeite. But what haa the Visiting Mission to say
on this point? Here I should like to gquote paragraph 172:
"The Mission was not wholly prepared for this, because there was nothing -
in its terms of reference, nor in the menorandum of the Administering
Authority, which had committed either the United Hations or the
Administering Authority to the ides that a plebiscite or other special kind
of consultation had already been judged necessary or appropriate to the
circumstances of the Trust Territory. The Mission therefcre approached
“its task in the Trust Territory with the understanding that the necessity
or otherwise for a plebiscite was an entlrely open gquestion, to which it
was cne of its principal functions to suggest an ansver." (Ibid.)
The Missidn goes on to refer to the debates which took place in the Fourth
Committee at that time and to the statement which I made cn 15 November ~ to which
I have already referred. It talks aboutb: ) .
"the announcement made on 15 November-by the representative of. the-
Administering Authority that subject to the views of the Mission and
the Trusteeship Council it intended to ask the General Assembly at its
next sessiocn to agree to a consultaticn in the form of a plebiscite.”
(T/1426, page 79) '
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Can there be some suggestian there that perhaps the representative of the
Administering Authority was being a2 little premature in making this remark, even
if it was made subject to the views of the Missicn itself? I do not know, but

I certainly entirely agree with the view expressed by the Mission in this part of
its report that it wesz entirely open to it to suggest vhat form a consultation
ghould teke and not only that but whether it was necessary for a consultation to
be held at all.

Liow I feel that, even at the risk of being a little tedious, I must refer %0
some cf the opininns of substance which the Missicn expressed in this part of its
report. I should like to preface this by making it very clear that we, as the
Administering Autho:ity, are impartial in this watter. We are not concerned to
press one solution or another but we are concerned to do the right thing in the
interests of the pedple.

On the subject of the views of the people of the northern section of the
Camercons under British administration as to their future, the Mission has a
gocd deal to say, and I should like %o refer the Council to scme of these
passages. The first one to which I want to refer is paragraph 150, in which the
Mission refers to the views expressed in the past by "the PFmirs and their
traditional advisers”., In paragraph 151 ~ and I think this is important - the
Missicn goes on to say:

"The Mission found the Emirs saying the same thing today, but now they

speak vith the support of many other volces. They themselves are surrounded

by councils widely representative of groups within the community. There are
elected councils in the districts; there are elected Cameroonianz sitiing
in the regicnal and federal legislatures; there are political parties, for
and against the Governument, with active organizers and spcokesmen; and there
is an immeasurably larger number than ten years ago of men who are ready to
express an oplnion. Almest without exception.... all who spoke to the

Migsion conceived of no other future for the Northern Camerochs than as

a part of the Northern Region and thus, in 1960, as part of the independent

Federation of Nigeria." {T/1426, page 72) '

In parzgraph 152 it states:
"There is only one body which can be said to be in any sense representative

of the Northern Camercons as a whole. This is the Consultative Committee

feoe
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whose composition and functions, as described earlier, entitle it in the
Mission's opinion to speak the winds of the pecple with all the suthority
that can be expected in the present circumstances of public opinion and
expression.” (:_["big_,) .
The composition of this body is shown in paragraph 178 of the report. It
consists of:
"the elected Minister for the Northern Camercons as chairman, the ILamido
of Adamawe, the Emir of Dikwa, all the other elected members of the Northern
Cameroons in the regional and federal legislatures, and six special members
chosen by their local councils to represent the more remote southern areas.”
(Tvid., page 81)
The Mission says in paragraph 152:
"At Mubi, in the Mission's presence, the Consultative Committee debated
and adopted unanimously a resolution in which, considerdng that the

Northern Cameroons had a common culture, tradition, language and
administration with the Northern Region of Nigeria, it reaffirmed that the
wish of the people under trusteeship was to remain with the Northern Region
when Nigeria received its independence in 1960." (Ibid., page 72)

In paragraph 153 the Mission goess on to say:

"In discussing the subject further with the Mission, members of the
Committee from the Adamawa parts of the Trust Territory, from the Gwoza

Distriet in the Dikwa Emirate, from the Benue portiom of the Trust Territory

and from the Bambilla plateau, all supported that position. Tor did

any of the representatives consider that the Northern Cameroons should be

united with the Southern Cameroons." (Ibigd.)

Then in peragraph 154 the Mission says that five of the elected members of
the Committee, in a separate memorandum, expressed various views, including this:

"They made it clear that neither they, nor in their opinion the people who

had elected them, desired or expected any change in the relationship

with Nigeria." (T/1426, page 73)

Again, going to paragraph 157, 1t states:

"fmong all of the District and Village heads and the members of the District

Couneil whom the Mission met - and it believes that every district in the

Northern Cameroons was represented before it in this way - the feeling was

[ove
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~thesadie. Théy were all-of the opinien.that the inhsbiténts of the: =
~FNorthern-Trust Territory would oppose. any preposal of separation from”
Nigeriarand that the areas‘concerried belonged properly, :in-fact, to:the
Provinces with which they were administered and shohld!theréfore remain a
part .of. the Northern-Region of Nigerda.' {Toid:}:o SR Eh
Bub let us refer also to the oppnsition parties. These are dealt withidn -~ o
paragraphilhy, where) after referring to various: views about-internal questions
whieh were: expressed to the Mission by opposition parties, the:Mission writes
ag follows: B T 6 P SO U UV S O RN SRR F L Sl GO TS Sl ‘
r#Por the Mission's purpose) moreever,-the:mbstﬂimpbrtaﬁtmaspect of:-the:
dlssenting views, expressed elther through the oppositibfi political parties
or through local groups and individusls. unéounected with the: parties; ‘ie
that “they félate to matters of internel policy and edministrative method,
and do not call”into question the' continued associatict:of the Northern
Camerocns with the Northetn Regicn of Nigeris.™ (T/1426, page Ta) -

'/ Thére ayé othér passages in'the dame Sense.’ If Timay turn Lo the Mission's
cotments : 6 the determination of the futubée of the' Trust Territory, starting from
page 77 of ‘the Eaglish tekt of ‘the repbrt, 17 should like to: quote first from
Faragraph 175: R e FUE S I S LR O I R e S S P

“rre Visitinyg MWission found’the ‘grest majority of the. morthern -
ébvernmental=andatr&ﬂition&l*leaaersg:politie&lﬂpartyaspokesmen;-;‘*"*

" representatives’ of “Dibtrict Councils' end other persens with views on the
matter in a state of mind which ‘dould. better be descrived as resignation
¥ 50  the' virtusl {mposition of ‘4 plébiscite than'as a positive .acceptance of

- it., This was not because ﬁhﬁy{had'éﬁy%féar*aﬁcutﬂthe“fesult}‘bn the .

" the: Northern Gameroons;%ecomiﬁg=¥artubfrNigeria;” (Iblﬂ;z_pagerﬂc)‘fhu?.-ﬁt

" The. Council will rerieubér ‘the: passage’ I'qubted -eatlier fo the ‘effect’ that
the Mission ha@xfbﬁhdﬁthe'®6591?+1ﬁ£§“été%e?6f*m£ndﬁthatxthe Wilted Nations itself
was likely to require a plebiscite. This passage. from paragraph 175 should be
read in connexicn with the statement which T have Just meénticned. :
- hgaih, let ug look at what ‘¥s said in paragraph 178 of the report; where it
refers ‘to the Consultative Committee, which T have déscribed earliér, having:

e
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"Hnmuﬁhmously adopted a regolution reaffirming the desire of the people of
the Northerni Cameroons to belong to the Northern Region of Nigeria when the
” latter'attained independence in 1960, its members with equal unanimity
inPormed the Mission that they would accept a plebiscite if 1t should be
canéideré&‘neéessary - but that they did not so gonsider it." (Ibid., page 81)
It is stated in paragraph 179:

"Thése representatives expressed the opinion, which was echoed wany
times before the Mission by pecple of the Northern Cameroons everywhere it

‘went between Yola and Bama, that the future of the Northern Cameroons @a

an integral part of Northern Nigeria was in no sense an issue on which
oplnion was divided. They emphasized that the wishes of the people had
been pade known on innumerable occasions through their elected as well as
their traeditional representatives, and that a plebiscite could have no
result except to confirmm those wishes once more.” (Ibid., page 82)
- I should like to quote the conclusion which the Mission itself recorded in
péragraph 181«

"The Mission has come to the conclusion, on the basis of the facts and
opinicns known to 1t - which include the consideration of historical and
political development which it has set forth in the first part of this reporte-
that there is no difference of opinion on the principal question of the
future of the northern Cameroons which would require or justify the holding of
a formal consultation on the subject., It believes it to be manifestly the
cpinion of the northern population as a whole, as far as it can be expressed
at present and in the foreseeable future, that they should become permanently

a part of the Northern Region of the Federation of Nigeria when the latter
attains independence, The Mission accordingly recommends that, if the
General Assembly accepts such a union as the basis for the termination of
the Trusteeship Agreement, no further consultation need be held."

(Ibid., page 83)
I must apologize for quoting so extensively from the Missicn's report, but it

seemed to me to be necessary to draw the attention of the Council to these

particuler passages.
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Now, I should like to meke a very few observations as the representative of !
& the Administering Autherity. We, of'course, have carefully considered the report
"-Of the Visiting Mission on this point, and the, conclusion which 1t has reached.

™ bound to say- that we cannot fail to flnd the arguments of the Mission very

B conv‘incing. Lbelieve, myself ’ that this vill be the general view of . the Council,
and 1n fact- that_the Louneil’ would not Tind it easy to contest the view that there
is no difference of .opinien among the people of the: Nbrthern Camperocns about thelr
fuxure, and that there i a general wish that it should remain with the Noerthern
‘Regicd of ngerla as part of an independent federation. I think, therefore, that
the Counexl vill wish to go aleng with the Mission's views and to recommend
thein to’ the Geperal Assembly fcr apgropriate action,

S But before I finish T vant egain to make the position of the United Kingdom
absolutely clear in this matter so that there is no possibility of misunderstanding
We shoumd ‘have been perfectly ready to see a plebisci @ held in the North had
this’ been ‘shown to be necegsary. But.we cannot ignore the views expressed by the
Vlsiting Mission. Since the Mission says that a plébisclte is nelther necessary
nor 1ust1f1ed and, has produced what seemed to us convinecing arguments in support
of this, and since the Mission has in fact satisfied itself as to the manifest
opinion of the populaticn as a whole concerning thelyr future, I hardly think
that the Council wili wish to see ihé people of the Northern Cameroons burdened
gratuitously with all the parapﬁerna’la of a more formal consultation,

Thé Minlster for Morthern Cameroonlan Affalirs in the Government of the
Northern Regicn of Nigeria is ccming to the United Nations, and will no doubt meke
a statement to the Fourth Committee on this subject.  The Minister in question is
Mallam Abdullahi Den Buram Jada. The General Assembly will be able to hear from
him the views of his people on this question and on the extent to which, for them,
the objectlves of the Trustéeship System will be achieved by obtalning
1ndenendence as part of the Northern Region of the Federaﬁlon of Nigeria.

I wish to say for thé. Northern section of the Trust Territory, Just as 1
-~ did for the Scuthern section, this is not an issue in which the Administering
Authority: 1s Eoncefned one way-or,the'othef. It is an issue on which the views of
the people must e consiiéred as most important. We have an experienced and
impaxtial Visiting Mission which has‘gone t0 the Trust Territory and hag reported
that there is no difference of Oﬁinion among the people as to their future. 1 am
sure that this Council will wish, in its recommendations to the General Assembly,
e give full weight to the views'which the Mission has expressed. /
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ANNEX V

RECORDS OF THE TRUSTEESHIP CCUNCIL'S DISCUSSIONS CCHCERNING

THE: FUZURE OF THE TRUST TERRITCRIES COF THE CAMERCOONS UNDER

FRENCH ADMINISTRATION AND THE CAMEROONS UNDER UNITED KINGDOM
ADMINISTRATION

/See T/SR.955 to T/SR.963/
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