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NOTE: The following symbols are used:

Three dcts (...)

Dash
Slash
Byphen

(-
19L8/19k9
1948-19k9g

data noct available
magnitude nil or negliigible
crop or financial year

annual average
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) GENERAI, INFORMATION

The Bahamas archipelago lies across the sector of the Atlantic Ocean between
the tip of Florida eand the ccasts of Cuba and Haiti. Extending over an area of
TGO miles, 1t comprises nearly 700 islands having a land surface of some h,hOO
sguare miles, New Providence, although not the largest, is the most important
island. HNassau, the capital, is located there and is inhabited by more than
one-~fourtk of the total population. The climate is sub-tropical, and the rainfall
is slight. The population was estimated at 131,000 at the end of 1957 and, with

the exception of about one-sixth, is Negro or mixed.

Populaticn
1 July 1947 1 July 1953 1 July 1857
74,185 85,328 123,000

Vital statistics

1947 1953 1957

Birth rate per 1 ,0C0 population 32.6 35.8 25.4

Death rate per 1,0C0 population 13.3 10.6 6.2
Infant mortality rate per 1,000

Live births _ 91.5 6.8 40.3

ECONCMIC CCNDITICHNS

Tourism is the mainstay of the Territory and the deeisive factor in the
econcmic expansion which has taken place. Its continuing development occupies
directly and indirectly the attention of almecst the entire population. Until
recently, Fassau had a monopoly of the tourist trade, but the Gut Islands are now
coumpeting with it. The Development Board is pursuing the expansion of The industry
energentically., Closely related tc tourism,there has been a building boom,

continuing encouragement bveing given to the constructicn of new hotels, apartment

[ue.
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houses end homes., Over the pericd, the number of visitors has increased from about
30,688 to 195,C00 a year.

The development of Freeport, an area on Grand Bahamae Island where industrisl
projects largely financed by American capitsl are peing undertaken, is providing
increasing opportunities for employment. This large development has the gpprovsal o
the Bahamas Legislature but is not a govermment scheme. The Bshamas Government hasg
undertaken to supply -~ on reimbursement - administrative, police, customs and
immigration staff, who will remain under its control. The Freeport Authority
will provide its own medical ard educational facilities, subject to inspection of
these services by the Govermment. Licences to operate within the Freeport ares
are granted by the Freeport Authority, copies being sent to the Government. In
1951, the Industries Encouragement Act was enacted to attract light industries.

It provided exemption from payment of duty on the importation of materials as well
as of emergency and export taxes. At that time, the bulk of capital flowing into
the Territory was being invested in real estate. By the end of the pericd, a

great deal of foreign capital was going intc the formation of a number of
subhsidiary companies of large American concerns, Other econcmic activities are
agriculture, livestock raising, forestry, fisheries and the salt industry and,

in the aggregate, they substantiélly contribute to the ecconomy especially by way of
employment and exports.

At the end of the period, domestic exports had earned scue £79§,OCOJ lumber
being the mcost valuable.g/ Imports totalled about £15.2 millicon as compared with
£4.2 willicon in 1947. The budget éstimates cver the same pericd provided for an
expenditure of some £4.3 milllon in 1957 ccmpared with £1,1 millicn ten years
previcusly gnd revenues of £4.9 miilion as ccmpared with £1.3 millicn.

The expanding tourist trade, the continuing increase of cepital investment
the buoyancy in revenue and the general absence of unemployment ail contribute

to an apparently expanding econcmy.

AGRTCULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

There is very little arable land, scme 30,000 acres being cultivated annually.
The nature of the terrain and the paucity of the soil limit the scope of farming,

which is a peasant industry. The main crops are vegetables, onions, okras and

2

g/ The currency unit of Bshamas is the Bahamas pound which is equal to
£(sterling) or $US2.80. /
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tomatoes, the last two being raised mainly for export. The value of okras has
deciined from about £17,000 to £3,0CC and tcmatccs from £ﬁ6,0CO to about £40,0CO.
The decline in expcrts of tomatoes is attributable te competition offered by growers
in Florida, United States of America. All produce for export is crated and

packed under government supervision by the Bahamas Produce Exchange, which also
markets farm products for the farmers' assoclations. There are no credlt

facilities available to farmers other than advances by the Board of Agriculture

Tor the purchase of agricultural supplies such as seed and fertilizer for crop

production.
Land utilization
FPrcduction Value {£)

9L7 1953 1957 1947 1553 1957
Tomatoes {COC bu. ) 559/ 88 TOE/ 46,350 119,165 35,761
Okra {000 1b.} £7C 773 1,090 16,7h 22,289 3,255
Cnions {short tons) oo 118 160 e 5,809 8,000
Pigeon peas, beans (bu.) ‘e 2,700 3,400 cee ves cos

a/  Bxports,
v/  Number of bu. processes by canneries only.

g/ Cut.

Livestock

Generally, governmental activities affecting the livestoeck industxry have
taken the form of the provislon by the Board of Agriculture of superior sires for
stock improvement and veterinary services. Fxcept for poultry, the bulk of
livestock is owned by peasant farmers, About one-half of the ftotal number of
poultry is owned by a private concern, which is reported to be the most important

agricultural undertaking in the Rahamas.

19T 1953 1997
Poultry 337,0C0 405, 0CO LoT,500
Sheep 20,700 22,200 22,500
Goata 13,000 14, C00 14250
Pigs 7,000 10,000 10,000
Cattle 3,100 3,300 3,550

oo
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FORESTRY

The timber industry is confined to the pine forests in the Cut Ielands and is
crganized by three companies. The main exploited timber is yellow pine CEEEEE
caribaea). Luring 1957, one of the companies discontinued Iumber production
and embarked upon the production of pulpwood. This new industry is considered %o
promise well for the future stability of the forest industry. The lumper preduced
is marketed locally or in the Caribbean area, while pit-props have been sold in
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nerthern Ireland. BSince 1947: kiln-drying

has been introduced and production spceded up.

Production
(in Bahamas pounds )
1947 1953 1957§/

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Valueg/
' Pit-props d
(ecu.ft.) e e o 11,133 228,544 10,725 186,922

Lumber (ft.) 965,000 3850699 h,609,DCO 207,088 15,175,4122/ 2@6,795

Pulpwood {cords) - - - - 56,368 .es

a/ Bxport.

b/ 1955 Tigures.

e/ Value of exports.

d¢/ Production discontinued.

e/ Including exports of about cne-half valued at £193,CCO0.

FISHERIES

Nezseu provides the chief market for fish caught leocally. It is estimated
that 1,500 men are engaged in this phase of the industry, most ¢f them having
their own boats. In terms of export value, crawfish is the most Important. It
is seasonal ard production for export is under licence issued by the Agriculture
and Marine Prcoducts Beoard. Its export value has risen from about £68,000 to
£196,0C0. Cf the other marine products, salt and sponge are the most important.
Production of the former has continued to expand, exports rising during the period

under review from 2,033,0C0 bushels worth about £66,000 to 5,176,000 bushels
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worth £159,020, At the outset, sponge exports were earning some £52 ,0C0; however,
the devastation wrought by a marine desease led to the closing of the sponge beds
from 1549-1956 to facilitate recovery. The wvglue of production in 1957 was almost
£50,0COQ Puring the last four years of the period, the number of plants processing

frozen lobster talls and fish fillets for export increased from one to three.

PCWER

in 1956, g Government corporaticn was set up in New Providence to succeed the
Bahamas government electrical department as cwner and operator of all public
electricity generating plants. In the Cut Islands, privately owned plants provide
limited services to the general public. Ixtensive plans have been made for the
construction of additional génerator facilities, some of which will serve two
evaporator units for distiliing sea water for drinking which will become a part of
the public water system. Orders have already been placed for scme of the generating
equipment, and a power station has been erected in the industrial area. The
expansion is taking piace in response to an ever-increasing consumer demand for
additiocnal service. The supply has increased from 13.% millicn kwh in 1947 %o
45.4 million kwh in 1957 and the number of cecnsumers from 4,988 to 11,137 over the

game pericd.

INCUSTRY

Tourism continues to be the main indusftry and the largest scurce of revenue
in general and of United States dollars in particular. In 1953, for example
91.8 per cent of 155,000 visitors were frem the United States of America.
Inducements to establish light industries are offered under 1951 legislation.

The development of Freeport on Grand Bahamas Island got under way in 1955.
This project, financed by American capital, includes the construction of a large
deep water harbour. By 1957, the dredging and wharfage construction was almost
cempleted. Ancillary equipment for the port is being procured and administrative
stalf appointed. Scme 50,000 acres have been acguived for development | and plans

ezll for industrial projects of 11 kinds in the viecinity of the harhour.

/e
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Eigevhere in the Tervitory a number of small canneries engaged in Processing,
pineapples and tomatces, for example, as well as o Tactory manufacturing
mayonralse are in cpersticn. The salt industry hos continued to expand, the

value of preduction rising from £66,000 in 1947 to £159,020 in 195k,

TRANSPORT AND CCOMMUNICATIONS
Trensports

There is direct steamship communication with North and Scuth Amerlca and
the West Indies. The main pert is Nassau, and two others of lesser importance
are located in the outlying islands from which salt ard lumber are exported. A
great deal of the import-sxport trade is transported by locally-owned vessels
ranging in size from eighty to 300 tons, plying between Nassau and Miami, Fiorida.
Nazsau is on the itinerary of several regularly scheduled cruise ships, which made

2
212 calls in 1556.

Shipping

1947 1953 1957
Munber of ships 5,768 5,k78 7,285
Net tonnage DET 85k 2,658,600 3,065,062,
Tonnage of cargoe landed at Nassau e 107,009 153 0325
Munber of passengers l ’
Tnward 12,332 35,057 210,178
Outward 52,902 198,372

¢ o
af shorlt tons.

5

Nezsauts new internationsl alrport was ccompleted and put into use in 1057

with a complete hydrant refueling system, a mein 7,000 foot runway, and a spacious
sir terminal building. Its predecessor at Cakes Alrport was closed. Internabional
and local airlives are provided with twenty-four hour service. The increasing
number of goverment-ownaed air strips in the Cut Fslands ds resuliing in a greater
flow of passeagers and goods and leading to the expansion of the resort business

in the outlying ilslands.

[es.
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Internationsl zir traffic
19h7 1953 1957
Tandings ) 7.971 11,840
Take-olfs) 2,672 7;968 11j789
Passengers
Arriving 25,524 6L, 810 168,838
Teparting 6L 697 159,062
Freight
Incoming (kilos) ces 330,125 935,625
Cutgoing “ cee 99,0k 255,546
Rcadg

All main reads and the majority of secondary roads in Wew Providence are

asphalted. There are no railwsys.

ﬁgads and motor vehicles

1o47 1953 1957
Main roazds 138 145 175
Secondary 20 20 Lo
Registered vehicles 8,108 lh,Oli 16,296

Televhones and telegraphs

During the first bhalf of the pericd under review, there arvose a pressing derand
for telephone service and additicnal eguipment. Some expansion tock place in
1640 and more equipment was due for delivery and installaticn in 1952. The demend
for services continues. Between 1956 and 1557, the number of subscribers incressed
from 7,130 to 7,855. The system is automatic in New Providence. There are
internal radic telephcne and telegraph services in the Eghamas and external services

through Florida.

PUBLIC FINANCE

Neither inccome tax nor excise duty is in force. The general customs duvy,
the mein sovrce of revenue, is 20 per cent ad valorem plus 7 1/2 per cent ad valcrem

emergency tax. Gtaple items of focd are subject only to a low specific duty.

foes
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Revenues and expenditures have more than tripled, the respective totals for 1957
being £4.9 million and £4.3 million., There were surpluses In 1955 and 1957 of
£31% 000 and £624 00, respectively.

Bevenue and expenditure
(thousand of Bahama pounds)

1947 1953 1957

Revenue:

Ordinary 1,350 2,611 b 939
Expenditures:

Ordinary 1,25k 2,712 b 315
Main heads of revenus: |

Customs 755 1,k 3,219

Licences and internal revenue [N 355 665

Court fees, ete. 102 122 24z
Main hesds of expenditure:

Public works E/ 33 Lhog 705

Development Beard 51 A09 557

Medical Department g1 278 L1k

Education £3 158 325

a/  Non-recurrent.

BANKING AND CREDLIT

Because of the gecgraphic locatlion of the Bahamas and their dependence on
tourism, thers is free circulaticn of United States currency. Residents are
obliged, however to exchange all dollars received with authorized dealers. Banking
services are provided by four ccmmercial instituticns and the post office savings
bank. The number of depositors hes risen from 19,609 with £§6l:lk0 deposited in
1647 to 32,566 with £64€,369 deposited in 1957.

INTERFATICNAL TRATE

Tearly all the Territory!s reguirements are imported., The chief imports are
focd, cotton manufactures} furniture, motor vehicles and machinery. _The main

exports are crawfish and lumber. The econcmic expansion which has taken place

[oes
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in the ten year period 1s reflected in the aggregate trade figures. From

£h.9 millicn, the value of import-export trade has risen to scme £16 miilion.
The value of imports during 1957 amcunted to £15.2 million, almost four times as
much as the comparable figure for 1947. The Territory trades mostly with Canada,,

the United Kirngdom, the United States and the West Indies,

SOCIAL CONDITICNS

It has been reported that the social problems of rscial and cultural
relgtiong in the Bahames are those common to all countries in which peoples of
different crigins have to work. In l956, discrimination agsinst persons on
account of thelr race or colour in the use of facilities at hotels, theatres and
other suchk public places wgs declared by resclution of the Legislature as not

being in the public interest.

LABCUR AND EMPLOYMENT

The development of the new industrial area offers a prospect of full
employment. It is Intended that, apart from skilled key personnel such as
technicians, indigencus labour should be employed.

Throughout the ten-year peried, workers have been recruited for agricultural
employment in the United States. The number may not exceed M}EOO and compulsory
deductions of scme 22 per cent of greoss earnings are made, the disposition of
which is determined by the migrant worker on recruitment. In 1956J when there
were 5,7&0 such labourers in the United States, their gross earnings amounted to
$US5.5 million, There has been a decrezse in their numbers from a peak of H}COO
to about 5,600. The decline in recent years may be generally attributed to the
increased labour demands of the industrial area and other'new developnents together
with payment of satisfactory wages in other areas of employment,

Apart from tourism, the largest single sources of employment are found in

the timber, salt and fishing industries, each employing several hundred men.

A
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In certain industries, wages are regulated by Orders in Council under the
Minimum Wage Act of 1936. The increased cost of living hes generally caused

wages to rise beyond the minimum in most occupations.

Nage earners

1947 195 195

Unskiiled labourers _ 2,2C0 3,365 4;000

Mzscons ' 300 1,137 1,500

Carpenters 500 2}20& 5,000

Mechanics 120 g87s 1.,C00

Tishermen ' 10O 2,588/ 570002/

g/ Inzivnding seamen.

rvally wage ratesif
1947 1953 19572/

Unskilled 2s. - 10s. 13s. - 168s. 28,04, « 3Fs.3d.
Seml-skilled 12, - 1hs. i6s. - 25s, 33,86, - hs.64d.
Masons 208. - 40s. LOs, - 50s, Ga.3d. ~ 7Ts.04,
Carpenters 20s. - h4Cs. 4os, - 5Cs, e.%d. - Ts.Cd.
Mechgnics 20s. - 35s. ZCs, - 35s3. 8s.08. - 12s.0d.

a/ Males only.
E/ Hourly.

Workers ' and employers! orsanization

Trzde unionism is developing slowly cut the moyexent has been asserting
iteelf in recent years. In 1957, a dispute arcse belween the taxi-cab union and
the operators of hotel and bus-tour transport corcerning the distributicn of
passengers going to and from the airport. As a consequence, the taxi-cab union
withdrew its taxis. 'This was followed by a walk-out of hotel stafl, which In turn,
led to & general strike, The mensyral strike was alsc a protest against the
Territory 's trade unicn legiclabion which precludes hotel and zgriculitural workers
from organizing trade urions. There was considerable disruption of the tourist

traffic and of services in New Providence.

/ool
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The number of trade unicns has risen from two in 1947 to fourteen in 1957,
with a total membership of about 1 2C0. A labour Beard, established in 19H9; has
the responsibility of inguiring into trade disputes and determining conditicns
affecting labour. Its recommendaticns are made to the Governcr-in-Council, the
Labour Office concerning itself only with matters relating to migratory workers,
During 1957, a representative of the Trade Union Congress of the United Kingdom
visited the Bzhamas in connexion with 1ts programme of giving advice and material

assistance to overseas trade unions.

CCG~-CPERATIVE SCCIETIES

There are no co-cperative societies as such, but there are separate
aggoclations of tomato growers and other farmers. In 1957, there were seventesn of

the former and sixty-~five of the latter,

STANDARD OF LIVING

It was estimated that a single man and a married man with two children
residing in New Providence would need £600 and £1,200, respectively, excliuding
rent, to live reasonably well in 1947. The comparable figures had risen to a
range of £1,000 to £1,300 and £1.,700 to £2,000 respectively in 1955, including
rent. Similariy, the working man's rent had risen frem a range of 20s. - Los.
weekly to bOs. - 90s. in 1955. His staple articles of diet, such as, flour, meal,

sugar, fish and cccasional meat, have also risen in price.

Cost-of -1living index

September 1939 = 1CC Septerber 1549 = 100
March 147 December 195% December 1957
- 2g2 - 1kt 160

TCOWN AND RURAL PLANNIKG AND HOUSING

Cn the whole, housing has been in short supply. By 1947, the shortage of
homes in Nassau for working class families hed become acute because of the influx
of migrants from the outlying islands. Apart from normal growth, the additional
expansion which arose from this demand for nousing took place in areas vwhere water

supplies and sanitary facilities were generally inadeguate. The most pressing
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need for housing is to be found among working class families, who ordinarily

cannot afford financially to satisfy their housing demands. Puilding costs are
high on account cof the neéessity of importing materials. TIn 1957, forty-nine
permlits were issued for 719 btulldings (the largest amwount of building taking place
in & cost range of £1,000 or less ) ag compared with 304 permits for 556 buildings in
1952, There are no governvent housing schemes, all construction being in the

hands of private enterprises. The develcpment of the industrial area envisages the
establishment of & town built in conformity with modern town planning. Over

1C0 houses have slready been erected.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND WELFARE

A Workmen's Compersation Act in respect of industrigl accidents and diseases
was enacted in 1S4%, There are neither industrial welfare schemes nor legislation
on industrial safety and related matters.

Public sccial assictance is limited to the provisions of relief and rations to
paupers, the aged and the infirm by the Medical Department. Friendly Sccieties
rlay an important part in providing benefits to thelr mewbers in the event of

illness or desth.

PEEVENTICN OF CRIME AND TREATMENT OF OFFENDEERS

Improvements have been made 1n the treatment of offenders including the
construction and operation of a new prison In 1952 with single cells for 24l males.
There was a similar institution with accommodations for thirty females. There
is prevision for segregation of first offerders. The daily average vrison
population rose from 214 to 281 during the pericd'under review.,

As recently as 1955, officers of the police force were being zppointed from

the United Kingdom Cclonilal Folice Service. Lesser ranks are recruited locally.

[ove
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Crime statistics
1547 1953 195
Criminal cases in: /
Magistrate Courts 1,137 2 696 Rk
Supreme Court 88 £2 g2

a/ Inciuding 3,470 traffic offences.

Juvenile delinguency

In 19h7, the Children and Young Persons Act came into force setting up a
Juvenile ccurt in Nassau. This was an attempt to remedy the lack of proper
services to ccpe with juvenile delinquency, the incidence of which at that time
showed a high percentage of indicteble offences by persons between the ages of
eighteen and twenty-five. .

There is an industrial school run cn the Borstal system to which juvenile
offenders between the ages of ten and sixteen are assigned. Agriculture and
crafts are taught in conjunction with elementary subjects. In 1955 a system of
release on licence was instlituted. Towards the end of the pericd, & panel had
begun to sit with the magistrate to assist in cases of delinguency. The after-care
programme is supervised by two probation officers. In l9h7) there were ninety-two
bcye in residence as cempared with eighty-two in 1957. The problem of delinguent

girls remains unsolved.

Juvenile delinguency

1955 1855 1557

Offences against the person 9 3 -
Offences against property 139 12 11
Other scts and offences (including traffic

infractions) 83 85 103/

g/ Traffic infractions only.

fous
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Cn the whole, the health of the vopulation has been goed. The three main
heslth problems are tuberculosis, vereresl diseases and mainutrition. Of the
three, tuberculosis has been given maximum attention and, since 1957 prophylactic
measures with BCG vaccination of ftuberculine rnegative cases have been carried out.
The incidence in the Territory had declined slightly from 110.2 per 100,000
population in 1853 to 10L.4 in 1956. Negotiations with the Worid Health
Crganization are also under way for a tuberculesis control campaigrn. Venereal
diseases are reported to be under control. Eecent treatment with peniecllilin has
been effective and a significant decline in the anumber of reported cases of
syphilis has been reported, frem a rate of 131.5 per 100 CO0 population in 1953
to 19.5 in 1956,

CMalnutrition, mostly caused vy protein deficiency, is widespread.

A programe of eradication of the Aedes aepypti in order to control yeliow

Tever was put inte operation in 1955 with the zssistance of WHC. An extensive
irmunization project against peolicmyelitis for the age group of one to nine years
was carried out in four of the islands during the same year. (ther problems of
scme Importance are glecholism and cardio-vascular diseases, which showed & rather
high incidence in recent yesrs. Both are receilving special attention by the
authorities and studies snd research are under way in co-cpergbion with medical
institutions in the United States.

Pipe-borne water supplies are avaeilable in Kassan and in several of the major
Cut Island settlements. Nassau also has a good drainage and sewsge system. In
cther areas sewage-disposal is effected by the activalted sludge process and by other
similar devices, To supplement the water supply of New Providence, the Bahamas
Flectriecsl Corporation has undertaken tThe distillation from sea-water of 1L million
gallons per day of potable water. This scheme is expected to be completed by
1960, bringlng the total daily capacity tc 2.5 million gallonsz per day.

The provision of health services to the innabitarnts 18 ususlly hampered by
shortage of personnel necessary for a wide decentralization of medical and nezlth
facilities. Medical care and hospitelization are repdered free of charge to those
unable to pay. New construction during the pericd bas included the 210-bed
Bahamas Generzl Hospital, opened in 1853, and a 20C-bed mental hospital, opened in

1956,

/e



A/Lo86/Ada.9
English
Page 17

There are no training facilities for doctors or dentists, but nurses and
midwives are trained in the hospitals of the Territory. The public heslth nurse
gervice 1s composed of a qualified supervisor and five graduate nurses. They work
in the three hezlth centres of the area which provide ante- and post-natal care,
as well as Infant and child welfare services, and are responsible for hcme visits
for the fellow-ur cases. A school medical service 1s also combined with this
scheme, Mediecal expenditures have risen from £lO6,000 to about £397,000 and are

met withoult grant-in-aid funds from the United Kingdom.

Medical and health staff

1947 1953 1957
Govt. Private Govt., Private Govt. Private
Registered physicians 8 12 16 16 22 19
Dentists ‘e - 5 - ‘e
Nurses 95§/ 1108/ 10 175%? 9%
Midwives (registered) 12 - 11k

a/ Including 65 partially trained.
b/  Including 71 partially trained.
g/ Including 12 partially trained.
a/

In the General Hospital oenly, including 68 in training.

ETUCATIONAL CCNDITIONWS

Education is compulsory for all children between the ages of six and fourteen.
However, the fulfilment of this requirement more often than not has been frustrated
by two factors: the family requirement that children help at home, when parents
must be away marketing their produce, or assist in the filelds; and the over-crowding
of schoois, Beyond the primary level, pupils pay fees for education in the
governrent high school, Eight scholarships are awarded annually exempting the
holders from the payment of fees aﬁd purchase of books. A4 maintenance allowance

of £90 per year is included in four of the eight scholarships which are earmarked

/...
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for children from the Out Islande., Students at the secondary level in the
government high school work tcwards the Cambridge Schocl Certificate or the
Higher Schocol Certificate. ALl schocle are co-educational.

There are three types of primary schools, government schocls, providing free
education; grant-in-aid schools:; and denominational or private scheols, The
Tirst type is staifed by teachers appointed by the Governor-in-Council, while
the grant-in-zid schocls are ccnducted by teachers selected by their own
communities, grants being made towards teachers' sslaries. Although expenditure on
education has greatly increased in the pericd reviewed, there is over-crowding
in the schools. The problem is most serious in the Cut Islands, where single-
room schools are in qulte general use.

Secondary educstion ig svailable at the Govermment High School where fees
are low, and at private schools. The Govermment High Schecl is managed by a
ccomittee appointed by the Governcr-in-Couneil,, Grants are made to private
gecondary scheols, which provide mest of the secondary education offered in the
Bahamas Lo assislt them in their work. These schools are fee-paying and have
Primary departments. In an attempt to meet the demand for teachers, a training
college was set up in 1950 with asccommodation for thirty trainees. It was
termperarily closed in 1957 because of staffing difficulties. Effcorts are being
made to provide new schools as well as Lo maintain those in use,

In Cetober 1949, 5 technical school was opened, limited at first to employees
of the public utility departments and to pharmaceutical apprentices. In 1952, the
syllabus in use was that of the City and Guilds of London Institute. There is
also a centre for the training of domestic workers.

There 1s no organized adult education programme but the Board of Education
provides courges in preparation for Junior and Secondary Certificates and in
comercial subjects., Higher education 1s aod available lceally; the Government
provides scme scholarshipe of which there were six in 1957. In 1955, nine
scnelarships were granted to nursing studente under g Colonisl Development and

Welfare Grant.
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Exrenditure

Tthousand &)
19h7 1653 1957

Regular 64 158 325

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS AND MASS CCMMUNICATIONS

There are two public libraries in New Providence and several in the outiying
islands, and a museum is attached to the public library in Nassau. Thexe are
many organizations, such as Boy Scouts, for young rersons. There were some
forty-two groups of this kind in 1957.

Daily broadcasting services are provided by a private company which utilizes
programmes frcem the BBC and the Voice of America. Scme 6,000 radic receiver
licences were issued in 1953 and in 1957 it was estimated thet there were 15,000
radio receivers. Distributicn of films 1s mainly through six ccmmercial cinemas.

There are two dally newspapers and cne weekly and one quarterly magazine.
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