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NorTE: The foll_ol-tinc; syrr.tols are used, 

T''wee dots ( ... ) 

Dash (-) infoDr.ation negligible or non-existent 

Slash l948/l9lf9 cro1) or financial year 

Hyphen 1948-1949 m.1nual average 
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The ~otal area of the Gambic~, :Ln ':·rest Africa, is 4,0C3 square rr;iles, tte 

Colony, 1·dtll_ the eapi tal Bathurst, covering t1,.renty-nine and the Protectorate 

3,978. The populacion was rcushly 250 ,ccc in 1947 and 266,!176~/ in 1957. 

:\ census in 1951 gave the ColoCJy 1 s r:opulat:i.on as 27,297, including 

544 non-Africans. Registration of bi::tl:s and deaths has not yet been applied 

througbout the Territory. 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

~Tinety pe? cent of the r::opulatio:r:-: are peasant farmers and their families on 

l·lhose ~1min cash crop, ground-nuts~ the economy of the Teryi tory is almost 

entirely d.e:per..dent. Oil seeds are marlceted th1·ough the Gambia Oil seeds lv1arketing 

Eoard, on which the agricultural ccrm::u11i ty is represented; fluctuations in the 

T,;rorld ~-:~2-rl:::et are cushioned by the Stabilization Fund~ Prof'i ts made by the 

Oilsee<is ','im·t:etir:g Eoard ~re placed L1 the Farmers 1 Funcl, vhich finances 

de"'Ielopilent schemes) mostly econor:.ic, for the benefit of the fanr.ers. In recent 

yeaTs; a great expansion of rice cultiv·ation has caused rice to become an 

import2nt cash crop in certain mvamp a::_~eas. Efforts are Ceing rr..ade to find 

alternative crops and to irDprove the soil anC.. the fa!'~iling system~ "':-Jork has 

starteC on ilmenite ~ining. 

J-J_st befol"e the rains breo,l:: each year) frorr~ lC ;CCO to 15 ,occ ~:-:igrants 

knovm as 11 strange farmers 11 enter the G2m"'oia from Senegal and Portuguese Guinea 

to cultivate e;round-nuts on land lent Gy Gambian farrEers. IJ:hey corc.e for the 

better price8 obtainecl for ground-nuts in the Gambia, uhere the cost of transport 

from the fa:cms to the r;ort of shi:pment is lov .. 

Fl"Cii1 19~-6 to 1951 there 1'1as an &dve~se visible balance of trade. IJ•he balance 

\vas favourable from 1952 to 1953, but acain adverse from 1955 to 1957. 

A total of £'iJAl. 3 :r,illion)/ ~v,~as originally made availa.cle for develo}Jment 

under ·the Colonial Develo:pment and Vlelfare. Act of 1945. Of this sum, 

5.1 
21 

Excl,J.ding seasonal immigrants. 

The local currency is the \lest African pound (£HA) uhich is equal to the 
pound sterling or LS$2. So. I .. . 
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lncludinc; capital exr;er:C.i tt:re on buildinc;s ar.d :flP,nt J anc~ RYA5CO ;:cro ~,._-as :'or 

tte developcent of Bathurst and the Knmbo. 

Gsm'uia t s i8i tial terri to rial allocat.icn under the Colonial Developrs.ent and 

I:Jelfare .Act of 1955 VJas £2CO ,CCC. ·'Ji-'cl.-~ any unspent balar::.ce from the previous 

develoiJ:me:r..t funds of about £600 5 000 J tl:e:ce vias a total terri to rial allocation 

for 1955 to 19C0 of a tout £800 ,COO, to 'lhich was added in 1957 a supplementary 

allocation of 250 JOCO ~ A progra;:-;me for tbe Gambia on the -basis of the funds 

availa~Jle has been approved and provides for the continuation of scDemes no-vi 

under ;my and for new schemes. 

LAND, AGRICULTiiRE AND LIVESIOCK 

Individual ovrnership of land is :;:·ecognized in the Colony and there is no 

restriction on the a.cquisi tio:J. of land b-y non-Africans.. In the Protectorate, 

land is held on indigenous custmaary ten_-J_re from the Native AutLori ty for the 

distric·C in ·Hhich it is vested. In general, land may not be alienated or leased 

to r..on-l"~fricans ~,.,i thout the consent of the Governor. E:x.ce:9t in a fe11 cases 

non-Af:cican oc.cupation of land is confined to leases for not "::"::ore than 

tiienty-o:c1e years. Protectorate land held by non-indigenous inhabitants consists 

only o~ sites occupied by goverrr1ent stations and ::~issio::.1s and of :Plots leased 

to trad.crs o The to-'~al acreage held b;-f :~:iss ions and traders is small. 

The soil is mostly :poor and sandy except in the rive .cine s~\·mmps. On upland 

soils; tl1e ::::ain food crops are scr~;ht'ln, millet_, cassava) maize and. Deans, l'li tt. 

the first t\.;ro forr:::.ing a crop rotatio::.1 ;;;rith the main cash crop j gTound-nuts. The 

occurrcJ.ce of a 11 hungry season 11 ·c-efOl"C the harvest~ o;.,rhen food stocl:s from the 

previous Darvest ran out) in conjunction ·Hi th the :pooTer' quality of the cash crop 

in the !'!lOre densely populated areas; provided evidence tha·t the land had ·oeen 

cropped !..J}ore ir:.tensi vely than it ouc;ht to be under the shifting system of 

manager:1cr~t. By 1953 it i·Jas cleaT ths.:G the existing ag:cicul tural systen:: GOuld 

neither con-tinue to support the in.creasing r:;opulation no:c meet the demands for 

tetter stonda:tds of living. rl'he problem \·~as to find a sys·Cem of land management 

\/nicl1 \T8uld mate possible a gene:::al che..n[!,e from a pri21itive to a developed syster:I • 

.A further result of intensive CT01)p:i.EG; l.·.'ith its shortenicc; of fallo1\r periods; 

I ... 
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was a C..8crease of cover for predators '•:hich controlled animal pests that destroyed 

crops) the disap:Qea.Tance of leopards leO... to a great incJ..~ease i~ dog-faced baboollS) 

"~Jhich became a serious economic :probler::.. 

Go 'Ie:cn:ment action to solve ag,ricul"L:.ural problems in eludes: opening cf De'J 

land ir;_ :riverine m·ramps foT rice pTod-J.ctionJ establisl:uner~t of an exper:irr.ental 

rice fc,rm (1947), taldng over (1955) of a 4,700-acre empcldered rice farm set up 

by the Colonial Development Ccl"J.JOrat,iol:: and continuation of ex_perimen.ts in tr~e 

technicrJes ancl economics of rnecl1anized :_;_·ice gro1-ling; distribution of ii.r.~.p~C'OVed 

seed rice; experiments in crop rotation ,• Oalanced systerc1s of farming, and 

dry-season crops, such as sugar c&.tle; ir:cigation; soil l."8Search; fertilizer and 

comros-G ·C..Tial.s, in.cludir::.g use of an annual 15,000 tons of grol]_nd-nut siJe11sJ 

·oui1dinc; of access cause\.rays into the J.-:-.ore fertile S\-Ta:~cplands ,, and bridginG of 

cree~o;:.s _, contract :Jechanized plouzhing o:;~ Tice lands) a campaizr.. Oy oord of rcoutr~ 

and films to persuade the men -~o share: the "";Iorl::: of rice g:co•.-:rinc;.~ tradi tion2.lly 

the e:·:clusive l·i'Ork of 'dOmen; the engac;e:~~ent of a rice specialist fror:: India) 

persuasion of the Gambia farmer ·to 'oc~ self-sufficient i~1 food and not to 

conccJ.rtrate on the cash crop; enac~c'--.:-.en-G of rules :c-equirinc; 1
: strange fanTlers 11 to 

'\VOX'~<.: partly on food crops. and a contiuuing campaign a~;ainst s..::J.imal pests thaJ.:J 

in five y8ars rid the land o·f over 1L10 ,ceo baboons J 50 ,OCO destructive monJ_:_eys 

and 35,000 uild :-gigs. By the end of 1957, increased }J:;:-·oduction of food: 

par-ticularly of rice:; combined >:Ji th red·~1ction of pests,. l1.ad in :.--:.est paTts of 

the Can"oia freed the :peo:gle f'rmn the nhungry season 11
• 

I~1 191:.6, a cattle census gave a total of 86 ,OCO head. In the same year_. 

veterinary ~~:easures in the GarEbia a:::1d ir.:. adjacent French areas viere co-ordinated. 

A census irt 1951 listed 122,477 cattle, 50,527 sheep, 75,468 goats and 

2, 614 l_)ic;s. 1I'he cattle had increased so much OI.Jing to im:nunization against 

diseases t,hat there ·~.ras danger of overstccldng~ Purchase cf cattle by ttLe 

Veterinar~ir }")epartment I·Jas begun, tose·GheT Twi tb a C'Frr"paiGD to pers1.:..acle O\·;-I!.ers to 

sell_ their animals J and an export trade ·to neighbouring countries ,_,Jas started. 

In 1948, the Colonial Development Corporation began to develop at Yundmn a 

poultry fa::~n intended to produce yeaTly 20 ::.illion eggs and one mil1ion :r_:;ounds 

of dressed poultry. IJ:·he Gambia •:oras selected because of its need :Lor agricultural 

' I . ~ . 
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develc-:::Llcnt to reduce its dependence on c;round-!:'luts. By the end of 19l1.9, 

over 10 ;CCC acres of bush had "ceen clea-.;:·ed and \-Jere L:ei::_1c; ploughed, and 

const::tuction of industrial 'm...:.ildinc;s and :cesicientj_al qv_arters •Jas almost corr,pleted. 

But the project -;;ras unsuccessful~ disease killed more than a third of the 

Jayi11G flocl: and destroyed the 1vl:.ole poultr;;• flock. Ic_ 1951 the project 'Jas 

abandoned. ,some of the "buildings l·rere then used for an experimental farr'" r~n 

~iointl~/ by the Gambia Government and the Corporation} the rest being taken over 

by the Cloverr:,r11ent for other puYJ?oses. 

:COHEST'l~Y 

A SL~all Fo::testiy Department ;;,"'as set U}J ir: l95C: J and v:orL began on demarcation 

of forests. Xt the end of 1957, :forest parks covered lCl, 358 acres, consisting 

of yy, ))l acres of protection forests J J.~S ,804 acres of production forests, and 

17,223 acres of forests de,arcated. by district autl:ori ties. The timber potential 

is ;:ocr;: and exploitation is oe a small scale. 

FISHSRIES 

1Thc jJJarine fishing grounds are iior::ed by Carr-,bians and also Oy men :fror:1 

neigD:::ouTing territories. Senegalese alrr:ost cono:polize the Gambia Ei ver fishing 

in the .,crude season, and sell _their catches largely outside the Gambia; s'cdlled 

Senee;alesc com:petition has restricted local interest in fishing. The Government 

has tal::.en measures to illduce Gar::bians to catch the fish in their 'i·mters and to 

aid thos8 alree..d.y engaged in fisl:.ing. Classes for fisl:.ermen were started in 1947, 

and. in 1952 " fishing school ""s established to train men from all divisions of 

the Protectorate; after corrlpletint:; "'che course they return 1-~ome 11i tr.. ca1)i tal and 

equipr::cnt earned during training. Other government action includes experir:.ents 

in sal tin~ and drying, trapping and netting and in rnechanizat:i.on_; abolition of' 

import duties on nets 2nd outboard moto:rs; provision of canoes on credit; and 

surveys of fishing grounds. Ey 1955 J fresh fish TJas being distributed up tc 

sevent~,. r..iles inland, and a fish sn::oldng and drying inclustry Yras supplying cured 

fish to Bathurst and. the Protectorate. 

Lo 1949 the ColoJCial I:evelopr:.ent Corporation estabU.shed Atlantic Fisheries 

to catch and f·rocess shark; tuna and crayfish off Hest Africa. Catches of shart:s 

/ ... 
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were e.!Jcve estimates, but as the price of shark oil fell the values of c.atches 

were belo1 ... • estimates. iiuna and crayfish resources ·were belo1-.r estimates and 

cperstin:s costs ·Here higher than ex-pected. Consequently; ·the project w'as 

abandoned in 1951 ~ ~he Govermnent of the Gambia too~-:: over some fishing latmches) 

gear ::.iDd shore eq_uip::ent. 

!HNING, FC;!En AND INDl:STRY 

Larc;e derostts of ilEenite on the coast ~.-~ere discovered in 1953; by the end 

of 1957, 21,350 tons had been rr,ined, 

Production of ::;:o•,1er ,;as l milliOlc '""h in l9lc8, l. 7 ;"r,illion in 1953, and 

5 million in 1956. 

Tr;e private extraction of ground-nut oil began in ],950. The Gambia Oil seeds 

JVJarl:eti:1g Poarcl started to shell ground-nuts before shipment in. 1953 J using 

priva~,-:e :plant) and Degan shelling \Vi tt_ its o1m plant in 1955 J an.r1ual production 

is a Col . ..:_-;_; 90,000 tons. The Government a,ids heme industries~ such as veavi:c.g and the 

mal;:ir:g of :pottery and baskets J by loans for the purchase of materials arcd rebates 

of custo;,ns duties. Gambiarc shipurights build cutters and canoes :for carrying 

produce and for fishing~ 

TFANSFORT AND COM'lUNICATIONS 

In 1947) there 'ivere thirty ~·niles of Dit11.'Ilinous roads in the vicir::ity of 

Dathurs,c and about 600 miles of sandy and laterite trac~cs in the Protectorate. 

In 1957 J the bi h.:m1inous roads totalled J~orty-t\vo r::iles, and there '.Jere in the 

Protectul~at.e 185 miles of laterite roads und 534 rr.iles of earth tracls:s. Jviost 

of the trc..cl:s are open in the dry seo.son o:r:ly. AD impOJ.."tant development in road 

tranSJ;:OTt has been the building of cat:..se,,,rays into fertile Wdar:1plands and the 

bridsing of creel;;:s.. Aircraft rr:o\remcnts in 1947, when departments and 

organizations of the rni ted Kingdon1 Gove::c-nment vJere still in Bathurst, 

numbered 1,146; in 1953, 26li·; and in 1957, 1,139. The Gamuia River, one of 

the best \'iaten-Iays in ·1·-!est Africa_, is a natural outlet fo:::(· Senegal, but its 

•n.-ilue has "beer:.. restricted by artii.icial bou:-Jdaries, custot:1s barriers and the 

De.J::a:c-~·Ii::;er rail~,.Jay, v1hich runs parallel. to the riveT and in })laces only a tout 

' J - - -
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thirty "'Ciles from it. The river is the Territory's "'ain rc,eans of transport; it 

is navigable for ships of fifteen feet draught to 150 miles up river, and for 

vessels dra1<1ing six and a half :-~Aet to 288 miles frorr!. the rr:outh. r:Ihe river's 

tributayies fonn an important :9art of the trar..sport system. Ferries carry 

passengers and vehicles across the Teiver at eight points, e.nd also across 

t1w major creelcs. A ne" wharf at Bathurst, '""" th a berthing face of 290 feet, 'o'as 

completed in 1952. Tonnage entered in 1947 totalled 1116,639; in 1953, 908,323; 

and in 195'7, 403,976; since 1955 less tonnage has been needed owing to shelline; 

of ground-nuts before shipment. 

Letters and papers carried by the postal administration in 1947 numbered 

579,540; in 1953, 1,622,702; and in 1957, l,5C8,46o. Automatic telephone 

service was installed in the ;:Jathurst al'ea in 1952; in the seme year a new 

trnnl: telephone net.;~~ork v;ras opened linl:ing Bathurst ~;;i th tvro centl~es in 

French \Test Africa. 'Ihere ;rere four :radio telegraph stations in 1947 and five 

in 1955. 

PUBLIC FINANCE 

Revenue and expenditure 
(thousand Hest African pounds) 

Revenue 
Expenditure 

Hain heads of revenue 
Custo:rts 
Direct taxation 
Colorcial Development and Helfare and other grants 

Main i1eads o:i' expenditure 
Public ,,;cor~:s 

Agriculture 
Medical and health services 
Education 

~ Includin.::; development and rice farr:.J.. 

194"1 

694 
6)11 

339 
1~9 

76 

255 
26 

28 

1953 1957 

1,201 2,075 
1,o86 1,857 

518 l,ll8 
229 220 
215 278 

:512 521 
126 ~/ 106 
103 153 

60 107 

I . .. 



General iE1ports c. i. f. 
General exr;orts f. o. b. 

Princi::9al imr;c rts 
Cot-L:on piece goods 
Rice 

In:cpc,J.~t.s and exports 
( thous2.:c.d ;/es.:~ Africar. :r;:oa_nds) 

Road rcotor vehicles and parts 
Sug&r 

Princire.,l exports 
Grot-~n(l-nuts 

ILc.eni te 
Pa1rn i,:ernel. s 
Foodstuffs for animals 

1947 

1,898 
l,l'(O 

ss1 
12 
56 
)l,c 

l,066 

24 
1 
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1953 

2,21.9 
2J86o 

3C.5 
192 

62 
74 

2,478 

86 
21 

h,762 
),981 

712 
~Be 
196 
184 

3,722 
117 

70 
51 

In 1947, 35 .. 9 per cent of im:9orts ca;.r_e from the United_ Kingdcm, in 1953_, 

54.5 ;oec· cent, and in 1957, 47.1 per cent. In 1947, 95.9 per cent of exports 

1-rent to tlJ.e United Kingdorr_.) in 1953, 92.9 per cent, and in 1956, 13.L!. per cent 

1t1i tb. 6) .l per cent going to Italy. In 195'( 1 41 ~ 6 per cent v1ent to the 

United Kingdorr~. 

SCCHL CU:DI'J:IONS 

Jocinl :problems are mainly t!:lose attendant on the gradusl sp:read of education, 

the ado:ption o~ ne\,7 ~~~a.ys of ttought ar:d life, and the resulting stresses on 

t:radi tional customs. Socio-economic surveys in the Colony and the Protectorate 

~~~ere mucle in 1954 and 1955 uncle:: the -L:ni ted Nations rrechnic&.l Ast-:istance Prog:carmne. 

Furthe::c research 'das made by a sociologist. -.,.,~r_ose ~~~ork "iTas financed frcrr. Colo:!:lial 

Develo-:9ment and 'Jelfe.re funds and local revenues. 

rr'he economic :position of Tl'icmer: as cJltivatcrs of rice in the Protectorate 

ar:d as traders in the Colony greatly e:!..1bo..nces their stat-us. r-:onoe;amy seems to be 

spreadin.c in com:r.unities •:Jhich accept, :r;;olygc.r:r.y. r.rraining for irrprovement of 

living standards is carried out in villages by Gam-oiar.:. 1;ornen eE':ploye(l ·cy the 

DepartmeEt of Education. 1I'here ~~s no discrimination cgainst 1--rcmen in empluyment~ 

I 
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The m:mbers of persons employed in 1957 in occupa'dons otl1er than agriculture 

1Iere: gcvernr:".ent service_, 2,287; dist:ci'outive trades, 1 7449; shipping, 361; 

building, 157; others, 989. In addition to the migrations of the "strange 

farJI.ers" J the:re is sorr.e seasonal !.'!".cvement 1-rl thin the CralT_Dia for ground-nut farming 

Labour roolicy is to raise standsrds of sldll and reliabi1i ty so that increasing 

resror..sibility ca:n Oe given to C.ambinn \,;orters, to foster a trade union 

n:ovement; s.nd to deal 1vi th seasonal uner,rplo:yrnent. The:ce is a government technical 

school. In 1957 there -were thxee registered 1,.,rorkers 1 or~anizations, l:li th a 

total :~'_ember ship of l ,D47. 

A Registrar of Co-operative Societies uas appointed in 1955. In 1957 there 

1-rere fi v·e registered and thirteen unregistered societies. 

The cost of living index, based on the estimated needs of a uorker earning 

£6 a nonth and having one 11ife and one child, \ias 100 on 31 Harch 1950, 122 at the 

end of 1953, and 104 at the end of 1957· 

In recent years, an extensive ptosrarnme of road-building and drainage has 

been carried out in Bathurst; in 1950, one and a half sq_uare ~r~iles of s-r,.;-cmp land 

were hJTI.ded, one sque.re mile being availa-ble for residential purposes; by the end 

of 1957, abont 4co acres had been reclaimed. In the Protectorate, housing is 

improved. by the application of specially designed building regulations.. Bamboo 

and a teYmi te-resistant palm provide plentiful and cheap material for laths and 

Ir~ leathurst, 11here tribal organization is >Teale or absent, the need for 

organized social vrelfare vrorl:: is greatest. In the Protectorate~ the village 

comm1J.l2i ties provide security foT the old, the dise.bled ar.:d the destitute, and. 

also a social environment in 11hich juvenile delinquency d.oes not thrive.. Even in 

Bathurst J the only major urban area, destitution is not; a serious problem owir.:.g 

to the operation of an 11 extended faro.ily 11 Gyster::, llbich involves adults in i.·Jide 

obligaicions. A nonoe for the infirm and destitute is run by the Government, which 

also distributes relief flillds tbrouc;l:. voluntary and reliGious bodies. A social 

welfare officer in Bathurst is mainly concerned .,..:i th juvenile delinquency, 

probation \·TOrl:::_ and the encouragement c1" :youth clubs. A Juvenile Court, established 

in 1911'), dealt 11i th fifty-eight delinquents in 1950 and 1951, aed 1<Ti th 

t1venty-three in 1956. 

' I • • • 
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Ti1ose convicted of offences against the person numbered seventy-eight 

in 1947, seventy-three in 1953 and ninety-tva in 1957; for offences against 

property the figures were 203, 381 and 226, ·J'he daily average prison population 

•.<as 120 in 1947, 136 in 1953 and 103 in 1957. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

l~edical services are based on t\lo general hospitals, one at Bathurst and 

one at Lansang in the Protectorate, The nev Dathurst i'ospi tal (li+l general beds), 

which 1ms Opened in 1953 and serves t•~e t01m and surrounding area, is equipped to 

deal 1/ith general medical and surgical cases, and has an o-bstetrical unit (14 beds) 

and an out-patients' department, Pan sang hospital ( 61 general beds) takes general 

medical and surgical cases, and has fol.J.T maternity bed..s and. an out-patients' 

departt:-:_ent. The little-used. infectious diseases hospital) after renovation, 

was opened in 1953 as a tuberculosis sanatoriUI'l 1ri th twenty-four beds. There are 

six hee.l.Jch centres and thirty-eight government and three El.ission dispensaries and 

sub-dispensaries. Maternity and child vrelfare vrork, Hith t'i,renty-one centres, is 

mainly carried out in Bathurst_; three of the clinics are in the I-sland of 

St. f{al"'Y and nine in the Protectorate.. Dresser-dispensers and nurse-midvrives are 

trained at the :Bathurst Hospital, and health inspectors at departmental 

headquarters,. 

The lovrest degree of malriria endemicity is probaOly in Be.thurst, \\There 

extensive land-reclamation and drainac;e have largely controlled mosq_ui to-breeding 

in the dry season. In the Protectorate, >Jhere endemicity is higher, malaria is 

probably not a major· factor in morbidi·ty or mortality arr.ong adults. '[·here are 

bet1·1een S ,000 and 7 ,OCO cases of leprosy in the Terri tory; •,Ji th help from the 

T:Jorld Health Organization and, the l'ni ted Kations Children's Fund clinics to 

combat this disease have been established. Tuberculosis is a serious problem in 

Bathurst; in 1956, a tuberculosis out-1Jatient clinic 1ms opened at the 

general Lospital. 

Dl"ainage and reclamation schemes '<'iere begun in 1948 and l')Lf9 ui th the aims 

of providing j_rJproved and new land :for housing and. of controlling malaria. 

Further preventive seasures are carried out by sanitary inspectors in the 

Protectorate through health propaganda, vaccination, i'lspection of compounds and 

food, and the building and rr.aintenance of sanitary structures. 
; ... 



A/4CG5/Md.l 
English 
Page 12 

TLe l.,,Iedical Resee,rch Council ~:.aintains laboratories at Faja:ca., near :2athurst, 

T,.,-rj_ th a t:•:;renty-bed wa:cd and a field station in the Protectorate. IJ'he main emphasis 

of resesxc~1 is on malaria. 

Ir~. conjunction 1-li th the Food and Agriculture Organization \'JEO and UNICEF, 

a lont:;-range nutrition :Project ·uas started in 1956 for pregnant 1vcmen, nursing 

mothers and children, including a school feecling sche!::e; nee.rly bm milliOJ:: dai.ly 

rations >rere provided in 1957. 

Co-operation "ith health authorities in adjacent parts of French \-lest Africa 

\.·las arrane;ed at the Anglo-French and International Medical Conferences held in 

Accra in l94G and in Dakar in 1951. 

Recurrent and capital expen<iiture in 1947 to 1952 totalled £1IA569,816, and in 

1953-1957 £:TA716 ,846. 

Hedical and health 

Registered physicians 
Nurses (of' senior training and 

certificated) 
Partially trained nurses 
Mid1-1ives (of senior training and 

certificated) 
Partially trained mid1dves 
Sanitary inspectors 

~/ Nursing sisters only. 

( Governc::ent) 

1947 

7 

53 ... 
30 

30 

E_/ Sanitary superintendents only. 

staff 

EDCCATIONAL CO~viTIONS 

1957 

12 

97 
67 

In 191,5, the Government tcok over ~orimary educatio'l in Eathurst from the 

missions, though the schcols retained their religious affiliation. They are 

admini3tered throue;h manage~_ent committees orr which the religious authorities 

are represented, In 194 7, the Eoard of Education >Jas reconstituted so as to allo>r 

for adequate representation of the Protectorate; the :roard 1 cc1rJ_posed mostly of 

/ ... 
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Gambians, advises the Government on educational policy throughout the Territory. 

There is Do diffe'rentiation between i:'1digenous and non-indigenous communi ties in 

schools or educational expenditure. 

In the urban area of Bathurst, about 70 per cent of the children reaching the 

age of five years obtain places in school; a further 10 per cent of those who seelc 

admittance cannot be placed. Pupils foll01,r a seven-year primary course; about 

25 per cent of prirr..ary pupils enter secondary schools J the rest SJ;lending a further 

three ·years in l_')rimary sc:Cool or in a secor_dary modern ::-ochcol. Fees are ten 

shillinc<:s a year. About 50 per cent of t;~e children of school age in the 

rural area of the Colony go to school. In the Protectorate, '/here the basic 

course is of four years, less than 5 :9er cent of the children attend school. 

Secondary education is concentrated in Eathurst; there is one secondary modern 

school in the Pl'otectorate. 

All Gabian teaehers ,,1ere trained in Sierra Leone or the Gold Coast (no;r the 

independer.t State of Ghana) until 191~9 J uhen a Protectorate training centre for 

thirty c"_en ems opened at Georgeto\m, wl:ten in 1951 the Colonial DeveloplLent 

Corporation poultry project at Yundum 11as closed, the emil dings not used for the 

experimental farm -Here acquired Oy the Government for conversion to a 

teacher-training college similar to the Jeanes School in Kenya. In 1953 the 

course '''o~s opened to women. The eonversion of poultry farm buildings to 

residential quarters vras completed in 1955 at a cost of :C:HAlfO ,000 provided by the 

Farmers 1 Fund, In 1954 the course was extended, and a scheme began by vhich 

experienced teachers go to the United Kingdom for further training. At the end 

of 1955, it was decided to separate Yund•Jm from the Education Department and to 

establish it as an independent entity ccdministered by the Prineipal under a 

Eoard of Governors. 

Fecurrer:t expenditure by the Education Department lias £,1,1A263,l+50 in 

1947 to 1952 and £HA54G,550 in l953 to 1957. 

I ..... 
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Scl:ools 

1947 
Govt. l:_1Qe-oendeet 

-(aided and_ 
non-aided.) 

Prima::c;y 
Secondary 
Vocational 
~['eaeher-t~ceining 

ScJ:ools 

Primar~j 

Secondnr~· 

Vocational 
ir: tr_e Terri tory 

l 

in the Gni teo_ Kingdom 

TeacteT-training 

Higher eC.uca tion 
in t 11e United K:lngdor_ 
else\·T1-:..e:re 

5 
1:-

Punils 

l:JL~-~
:Boys Ci rl s 

2,332 
187 151 

... 
... 

... 

·reachers 

1947 

1953 
Govt. Inde;oendent 

(aided and 
non-e_:Lded) 

35 
l 
4 
' ~ 

3,382 
395 

35 
14 

14 

2C 
14 

-~ 

4 
l 

12 
10 

12 

9 
8 

1953 
f,·:en Homen ~'-,len Hor.1en 

Pri:c:a-_cJ 
Secondar::,.
-,locatiorw.l 
TeacheJ:·-trair:ing 

( 
( 
( 
( 

146 

84 
27 

5 
2 

72 
14 

" tJ 

1957 
Govt. Inde;oendent 

(aided m1d 
non-aided: 

37 
1 
2 
l 

:!-957 
:Boys Girls 

4,230 
442 

40 
36 

29 

35 

1,65~ 
206 

3 
14 

21 

10 

ll 
5 

1957 
Men--IJorr,en 

100 112 
23 15 

3 2 

5 2 

'I·l:ere is a library at :Batr_urst \IhiclJ includes a Coo~<--boz system for country 

readers. 1:I'l~e secondary schools and teac~1er-trainir:g college) and sor."e primary 

schools_. t.ave their ovm li1)r2Ties_. ·v:hic~1 are aided by Gc.vr.J:··,,r~~r--:"1 t t2'.n:tL.t.:-;, There 

are t·i·<"O :·.'ee~;:,_ly English-language neiiSIJa=.oers 1 and the Gove}:'mnen-'c ::oublishes a daily 

news lmlletin. T':;o c.obile fil~~; units t:cavel in the ?rotecto:cate in the dry seaso 

and th.e::e are static projecto:rs at eaci1 o:f the four divisional headqus:rters. 




