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NOTE: The followirg symbols are used:

Three dots (...

Dash
Slash
Hyphen

(-
1048/1949
1948-1959

data not avalilable
maghitude nil or negligible
crop or Tinancial year

annual average
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GENERAL TNFORMATION !

The Bermudas or Somers Islands are a group of about 300 coral islands
situated in the Western Atlantic Ocean, about 580 miles east of Cape Hatteras
on the American continent. The main island, with an area of 20.59 square
niles, 1s about Tourteen miles long with an average width of one mile. Hamilten,
the capital with a resident population of about 3,000, is located there. The
2limate is generally mild and humid, with a mean annual temperature of T70° P,
Ihe average rainfall is 58.1 inches. Apart from its climate, the natural resources
are cultivable land and marine products. The porulation was estimated at

+3,00C at the end of 1957, about three-fifths of whom are Negro or mixed and
two-fifths are white.

Population
1 July 1947 1 July 1953 1 July 1957
35,262 | 33,352 b2, b1o

Vital statistics

1947 1955 1957

Birth rate per 1,000 population 26.5 26,1 25.6

Death rate per 1,000 population g4 8.5 g.2
Infant mortality rate per 1,000

live births h1.7 20.2 ik

FCONCMIC CONDITIONS

The economy depends primarily upon tourism which has been the key factor

n the growth of Bermuda. From 1953 to 1955 a downward trend became discernible

n the economy owing largely to reduced expenditures by visitors. To correct this,

he Goverrment, beginning in 1956, nas, with some success pressed for the

ontinuing expansion of tourism. The House of Assenbly, recognizing the economic

s F A . :qa
ecessity of diversifying and expanding subsidiary sources of income, enscted

fon
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in that year the Freeport Act to encourage the development of light industry.
During 1956 the downward trend was reversed, largely oving to the expansion of
the tourist trade and the secondary industries, and an increasing sale of goods
and services to the United States Base, The number of visitcors has increased
Trom about QMJOOO to 120,C0C and it is estimated that Tor the past several years
the income from tourism has amounted to £8 million annually, excluding rentals
of housing accommodations.g/

Contributing to the economy of the Territory are goods and services supplied
to the United Kingdom and United States armed forces stationed in Bermuds,
repairs to shipping and considerable investments loeally of United Kingdom capital.
In addition, light industries such as the production of brass electrical contacts,
drugs, essences and cinematographic and televisions films have been developed.,
in 1956, the overseas companies operating in the Territory were worih about
£500,000. HFmploynment hag been provided for most of the avallable labour;
however, a graduval change in the spending habits of many touwrists has resulted in
some under-employment., Agriculture, stock-ralsing and fisheries have also
contributed substantially to the economy. The econcmic expansicn is shown vy the
budgetary and foreign trade figures. Revenues have ineressed from £1.4 million
in 1947 to £3.5 million in 1957 and expenditures from £1.4 miillion to
£3,5 million. Inmports have risen from £6 million to £15,821,555 and demestic
exports have risen from £ .8 million to £2.2 million. Including re-exports, the
gum total of exports for 1957 was £5.5 miilion. The ecoromy cf Bermuda after
recovering from-the econcmic deeline of the early 1950's has shown signs of

continuing growth.

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

The ever-growing population and the corresponding increase in housing
accommodation has continued to encrosch on the already limited area availsble
for agriculture of which there remains a total of l,8k2 acres (a reduction of

€08 acres from the 1953 figure),  Tenant farming accounts for 80 per cent cof the

g/ The currency unit of Bermuds is the Bermuda pound which is equivalent to
£1 (sterling) or $US2.80.

l
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. land under cultivesion. Mmrwost one-half of the teﬁant farmers are Pcrtuguese.
They cultivate a wide variety of vegetables and fruits for local consumption
ot holdings mary of which are less than ten acres. The princival crcps are
mixed vegetables gnd bznanasz. Troduetion of mized vegetables rose Trom
L,6 willion zounds valued at £96,000 in 1047 to 5.5 million pounds valued at
£174,000 in 1956, and bananas from 640,000 pounds worth £16,000 to 1.3 million
pounds valued at £h5’CCO for the same pericd.

Like agriculture, animal husbandry is carried on on individual holdings and
is insufficient for lceal reguirements. It is chiefly concerned with the
production of milk which rosce from 590,000 in 1947 to 696,000 gallons in 1956.
Povltry farming is also importsnt and egg production increased from 4.7 million

valued at £97.5 thousand to 5.4 million worth £112.5 thousand over the same period.

FTSHERTES

Fish ig a staple item of diet the demand Tor which continues to exceed the
supply. Some 7O per cent of the cateh is obtained by trapping. Elghty men
were employed Tull-time in 1047 when the cateh totalled 870,000 pounds. Their

' nuber had inereased to 130 in 1957 and the cateh totalled 1.2 millicn pounds.
Bermuda is represented in the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, an

crganization with the technical staff for research of common fisheries! problems.

POWER

Apert Trom one or two small stand-by plants owned privately, there is one
diesel pover plant also owned by private enterprice. The installation of a new
generator will increase the capacity by M,OOO kwh in an attempt to meet the growing
demand for services. In recent years, overhead high voltage transmission cables

were beling moved underground.
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Fiectricity generated and distributed
(thousand kwh)

1955 1955 1957

Annual cutput:
Cenerated L7545 56,714 68,552
Sold 39,246 47,206 57,620
Number of consumers 11,650 12,503 13,245
Domestic consumption 23,936 28,08k 31,1k5
Cormercial consumption 15,310 19,122 26,483

INDUSTRY

Tovrism is the main econcmic zctivity and is under the aegis of the Trade
Development Board which has preomotion offices in London, New York and Toronto.
The majority of visltors are from the United States. In an effort to diversify
the economy, the Government under 1956 legislation set up an industrial
estate catering for light industries manufgcturing for export. This Act
established an area, intc which, or from which, goods may, under licence, be
imported or exported, or in which they may be manufactured, without payment of
taxes or duties.,  Some of these items are verfume, concentrates and
pharmaceuticsls, Urwards of elghiy acres have been acauired for this purpose.
During 1957, additional licences were being issued Tor the expansion of present

industiries and the establishment of new industries at Ireeport.

{Bermuda pounds )

1950 195k 2051
Concentrated essences 11,410 85,083 183,473
Pharmaceutical products S8k 10, 301 963,586 /
Brass electrical contacts - 82,933 W7, 3542

a/ Frcduction and export has been discontinued.

/..
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TRANSPCRT AND CCMMUNICATIONS

Reads

There are 127.8 miles of roads, most of which are surfaced. Following
the abandomment of the railway in l9h?, public transportation is largely by
omnibus. In that year, legislation was passed permitting the use of motor
vehicles and by the yearts end there were in use 1,611 metor cars including taxi
cabs. This number had increased to some 8,000 in 1953 and to approximately
14,00C in 1957.

Sea-borne siipping

There is direct communication with European, North and South American
and Caribbean ports. The Board of Trade operates water transpcrt between the
islands in the Great Sound. Bermuda 1s on the itinerary of several regularly
scheduled cruice ships.  There are two main ports, one at Hamilton, the
capital, and the other at St. Gecrge, the former capital, both having deep-wvater

and land-locked harbours,

Shipring
1947 1953 1957
Nurber of ships h36 378 569
Net tonnage 1,419,697 2,058,995 3,439,640
Tonnage of cargo e “ie ‘e
Number of passenhgels:
Inland 15,677 25, 2k 17,381
Outward cas 22,580 1k, 86k

Ay transport

The air terminal at Kindley Field is served by fen scheduled international
air lines linking Bermuda with Burope, MNorth and Scuth America and the Caribbean.
During 1956, the United States Alr Force completed the major reconstruction of
the surface of the maln runway and lengthered it fto 9,700 feet. A new major
rroject was under way during that year to lengthen and resurface the other two

PUNWAYS .

foos
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International transport
1947 1955 13957

Landings 1, L1k 2,103 3,152
Passengers:

Arrivals 26,137 93,882 143,697

Deparitures oood 96,382 146,€L5
Freight:

In (kgs.) - L2g, 210 762,176

out {kge.) - 85, 860 113, b71

Telephones and telegraphs

Antomatic telephone service is provided by 2 private company. External
radio telephone and telegraph connexions ere available, the number of telephone

subscribers having risen frem about 3,3C0 in 1947 to almost 10,000 in 1957.

FUBLIC FINANCE

There i1s no direct taxation, revenue being derived mostly from custom duties
including an ad valorem tariff on some items of food. Revenues and expenditures

bave almost tripled since 1948.

Revenue and expenditure
{thousand Bermuda pounds )

1947 1953 1957

Revenue:

Crdinary . 1,455 2,747 5,524
Expenditure:

Crdinary 1,363 2,667 3,320
Main heads of revenue:

Customs duty 1,112 1,863

Stamp duties oar 76

Motor car and drivers licences - g7 .
Main heads of expenditure:

Trade Develorment Board gl 361 AQ0

Fublic works 195 el 212

Fducaticon 122 551 399

Public health 11k z2l 252

a/ Departmental.
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BANKING AWD (REDIT

The notes in circulation are those of the Bermuda Government in denominaticns
of Ss., 10s., &1 and £5.  Although the United Kingdom notes are not legal tender,
the cclns in circulation are United Kingdom coinage. Banking services are
provided by two institutions together with the savings bark facllities available
at the Post Office. The number of depositors in 1953 was some 9,800 and deposits
amounted to £291,295. Comparative totals for 1956 were 9,000 depeslitors and

£305, 80k,

INTERNATICKFAT, TRADE

The Territory's needs ere satisfied by imports, many of which are re-exported.
The chief imports are food, textiles, furniture, motor vehicles and Tuel. The
main domestic exports are pharmaceutics and essences, brass electrical contacts
and cut fiowers. The decline in exports of flowers and vegetables has been more
or less offset by the inerease of exports of mineral water concentrates, essences,
oils and pharmaceutics. Re-exports include Tuel for ships, perscnal effects
and alcohoiie beverages. Although the visible balance of trade is adverse
(some £10.2 million in 1957), there is substantial revenue from invisible items,
including tourism (£8 million) and services supplied to foreign intercsts in
Bermuda (£2 million in 1954, £7 million in 1957).  The over-all balance of
payments is favourable, The value of imports had risen two and one-half times
to £15.8 million since 1847 while local exports had gone up almost three times
to £2.2 millicn., Commerce is generslly with Canada, the United Kingdom and the

United States.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The Committee appointed by the House of Assembly to consider problems of
racial relations reported in 195k, It was the Committee's view that racial
tensicns had increased within the last ten years and thet, in the interest of the

various sections of the community, the reforms undertaken as a consequence of its

/...
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recormendations should be in consonance with the generally accepted conditions of
the country Trom which the majority of the vigitors came in order to avold the
rigk of endangering the Territory's vital trade interests. In the past,
approximately 75 per cent of Bermuda's visitors have come from the North-eastern
part of the United States.

The population ls increasing rapidly and Bermuda is the seventh meost densely
populated land unit in the world. A commissionr of inguiry was appointed to
investigate ard advise on the subject, and an zdvisory committee was Then appointed
to implement the commission's reccomrendations. It was believed that untess
neasures could be devised to offsel the upward trend, deterioration in the

material well-being of the pepulation would appear inevitable.

LABOUR AFD EMPLOYMERT

Most of the employment opportunities are provided by tourism, followed by
the enterprises providing goods and services to the United Kingdom and United
States Forces staticned in the Territory, and by the growing number of light
industries, wost of which are established in the Freeport indusﬁrial areca.
Under~-empioyment exists in the hotkl and retéil trades, generally, between the
three principal tourist seasons and in agriculture during the surmer. .

The Inter-Racial Cemmittee recognized that discrimination "bears hardly on
the Coloured people": that it would be inadvisable to enact legislation to compel
private employers to hire thelr employees without regard to race, but that if
the clvil service were opened generally to all, regardless of race, it would
rrobably lead over a period of +time to a change in the poliecy of local employers.
Mipratery workers ireom the Azores, and from Noprth America and the United Kingdom
are engaged in agriculture and in the hotel business, respectively. It is =aid
that alwost 211 residents belong to the middle incorme group.

On the whole, wages have been increased; for example, the weekly rates for
male clerks rose during the ten«yesy period,/from a range of L5-15 to £12-18 and

hourly rates for non-farm labourers Trom the range of 2s. 24. - Ls. 6d. to Gs. 6d.

Werkers! and employers! organirzations

Fmployers!' and workers! crganirzations are regulated by the Trade Union and
Trade Disputes Act of 1946, but trade unionism is not well advanced. There are
Tour such crgenizations including two teachers' associations and one of eivil

servants. Jeun
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STANDARD OF LIVING

Beginning with a downward trend in the econcmy in 1953% and continuing
through 1956, retailers held almost continucus "sales" campaigns to stimulate
business on most commedities except food. Consequently, the cost of commodities
wag lowered. On the other hand, rent for living accommcdatiocons continued to rise
because of the excess of demand over supply. The cost of food has remained
more or less constant because reduction in the cost of some staples was offset
by an increase in others. However, beginning arcund 1953, self-service food
stores, retailing at lower cash prices, were being established. A further store

was opened in 1955 to make a total of five operating in Hamilton.

TOWN AND RURAL PLANNING AND HOUSTING

During the Second World War, a serious housing shortage develcoped largely
owing to the rapidly increasing pcpulation. As a consequence, the Housing
Commission reccmmended that between 1945 and 1950 no fewer than 600 houses should
be constructed for femilies with weekly incomes from £6-£10. In fact,

1,125 houses or apartments had been erected and 1CU others had been enlarged
by the end of the target date. Building activities hzve continued and by the
end of 1957, the total number of residential premises built gince the war was
2,521 and those enlsrged, 1,076, an increase of neerly L1 per cent over the
pre-war total. Between 1955 and 1957, the Bermuda Crown Lands Corporation
received lozns from the United Kingdom Cclonizl Treasury totalling scme
£175,000 which was applied to the rehabilitation of low-rent houses. O 319
such houses taken over by the Corporation, 206 had been rehzbilitated and

occupied at the end of 1957. This project 18 continuwing.

SOCTIAL SECURITY AND WELFARE

There are no special measures relating.to the employment, safcty, and
welfare of workers nor is there any government social insurance scheme. However,
scme of the larger corporations have organized their own contributory schemes
providing insurance benefits for medicsl expenses and heospitalization and for old
age. For the destitute and aged, of which there are few, there is an institution
which receives & grant from the Government and assistance from the parish
vestries. The care and protection of children is provided for by statute and

is furnished by a voluntary organization. /
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FREVENTLON O' (RIME AND TREATMENT OF QFFENDERS

There has been an increase in the incidence of crine;

entering, and lerceny

rut inte effect to liberslize penal administraticn.

harpered by
geconrcdaticn,
The average da

in 1956,

There 1ls a similar incresse in the incidence of Juvenile delinquency.

example, in 195k,

cormltted by Touths.

from sixteen to

1=

operated bty th

the unavol

tventy-one

Derariment

assault, breaking and

are the most prevalent offences. In 1950, legiclatlon was

Its full effect is being

dakle limitaticns of site, space and suitability of

There are separale Institutions for mele and femrale prisoners.

ily prison population has risen from 95.56 in 1953 to 117.67

T

or

30 per cernt of the breaking and entering offences were

There 1s a sernior and a Jjunicor training schocl Tor boys

and Tor those up to sixteen, respectively. They are

of Fdueation and house Jjuveniles who are referred

by the court. The record of these boys after instituticnal care has, the
whole, been very good, A similaer schocol for girls up to seventeen 1s run by
the Selvation Avmy with a goverrment subsidy. The policy of placing many

young

EN
£

eifect and the number

Trobation c
thoge vho ars niaccd

D OgLanme,

offenders on rrobation instead of imprisoning them is ha

officers assi

on proba

ring a salutary

of parole violations is rather small. There are two

[}
5

ted ty a cocrpes of honorary sceial workers who supervise

tion by the court and carry out the alter-care

PUBRLTC HIPALTH

The status of hezlih arvd rulrition of the inhabitants continued to be
satistactory the nericd under review. The crude death-rate remalned at
a low level, e minor spldenics ogeourred in the Territory during this
pericd and endemic disceases are rencried to be non-axlastert. This situation
allows the healtn authorities To concentrate more encrgcticslly on the social
aspects ol health and on preveéerntive public heallh meac .

Hater suoply depends largely on rainfall, susplerented, in casce of drought,
Ly imported water, Chlorination plants are teoing used progressively 1n view

of the lack

2 constant supely o

of drinking water.

Je..
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There is a Tuberculosis Association on the island which is subsidized by
the Government and which has s very good record. Iheré have been frequent
mass X-ray surveys and the results cbtasined are reflected in a rema:kable drop
of the specific tuberculosis death-rate from 17.8 per 100,0C0 populatibn in
1953 to 9.6 in 1956,  Mosquito and rodent control programmes are continuously

carried out with good results. Acdes aepypti, the main carrier of yellow Tfever,

which was abundant in 1947, has now been virtually eiiminated. Leprosy cases
on the island have been reduced to a negligible level.

Maternal and child health services are provided at the parish level, with
clinics devoted to ante- and post-natal consultations., 'When the mother is
unable to pay the small fee charged, the parlsh vestries usually come to her -
assistance,  These clinics also offer advice on family plannlng to those who seek:“'
this information.. Infant pre-school c¢linles are also maintained. , '

The h05p1tals on the island are gll private, supported by fées voluntary
contrlbutlons and government grantS. A new hospital for nmentally and phyulcally
handicapped children was established in 1953. A medical specialist on
neuvrology and psychiatry was appointed in 195% and alsc serves as consultant
for developing mental health programmes. The largest hospital is the
" King Edward VII Memorial Hospital which has training facllities for ancillary
‘and auxiliary medical persornel, Physicians and dentists get their training =
sbroad. j o _

The Inter-Racial Committee repcrted in 1954 scme discriminafory practices 
in the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, whereby separate public wards were
maintained for White and Coloured male patients while there were common waxrds
7 for female patients of both races. It further reported that Coloured nurses
were not admitted for training in the Hospital and recommended that traznlng
opportunities should be made available to beth White and Coloured plrls and that‘
vhile nurses of the two races could be separately housed, Coloured nurueb_should
be éligible for employment at the Hbspifal on an equal footing with the Uhite
nurses. ' 7

The annual granﬁ 1o Lhe King Edward Vll Memordial Hospltal bas increaged
- from £50,000 in lQh? to £132,000 in 1957 while total expendlture has incressed
from £104.4 thousand to £252.1 thousand Auring the same pericd.

[one
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FOUCATIONAL, CONDITLIONS

Primary education iz free and compulsory for all children between the ages
of seven and thirteen; beyond this level, fees are charged. Secondary
education leads either to the School Certificate standard or the Higher School
Certificate examination. Thirteen Beard of Fducation scholarships are awarded
annuallf to pupils from secondary schools. With the exception of two schools,
one each for boys and girls, all schools are co-educational

There are three types of primery schools, vested, non-vested and private.
While the first type receives grants from the Board of FEducalicn upon meeting
certain conditions, those that are non-vested are directly administered by the
Board of Education. The standard in these schools continues to lnprove as new
. classrooms and, in particular, trained teachers become increasingly available.
The school system is segretated, as was found by the Inter-Racial Committee,
but it was noted that govermnment funds gpent for education were divided equally
between the two races and in preportion to the number of school children of
each race. The Committee was unanimous in recommpending tha?t these arrangements
remain unaltered until changes in sccial thinking invited yeconsideration. Ghe
demand for additional places created by bhe ever-expanding schocl population is
being met by continued building, the expansion of exislling rremises and
improvisations. It is expected that the approved programme of new construction
for 1958 to 1959 will not only overcome overcrowding in *the primary schools but
will also provide buildings for the expanding secondary schools.

A technical institute was opened in Beptember 1956 with an enrolment of
eightyeéix boys between the ages of eleven and fourteen. The full five-yesr
course was restricted to the twentyQtwe gtudents who qualified through ‘
~intelligence tests, while the remalning sixty-Tour applicants were admitted
to a three-year trade course. Information is not availablie as to whether this
training is being offered to candidates of both races as recommended by the

. Inter-Racial Committee, Tees for the Instituis amount to £9 a Term.

Juns
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There i1s no crganized adult education programme but the School of Home
Economice provides evening courses in cockery, including a chef's course, walting
and needlework, and limited classes for adults are held at the Technical
Institute. At one of the two handicraft centres, classes were being offered
in woodwork and metal-work.

There are no institutions of higher lesrning but the Government offers lour
seholarships apmually for study at educational insgtitutions abread. Summer

courses for teachers are given in eollaboration with Queens University, Ontario.

Schcolsé/
1954 1955 1957
Hon- Non- Norn-
Fublic Added alded FPublic Aided aided Public Adided aided
Primary 18 & 16 20 6 12 20 6 16
Secondary - 7 3 - 9 L - 9 L
Technicsl and
voecational - i 1 - 5 1 - & 1

g/ A school providing both primary and secondzry education is counted as a
rrimary school and alsc as a secondary school.

Pupils
Schools 1954 1555 1957
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Trimary 3,841 3,768 L,028 3,910 L,035 7,952
Secondary hes U706 LhL 55% 586 643
Technical and '
vocational e 19 195 12k 275
Teachers
Sehools . 1954 1955 1957
Men Women Men Wonen Men  Women
Primary L3 £EG 46 276 : W73 295
Secondary 33 56 A7 L5 L 15
Technical and
voeational - 10 - 13 8 15

/o
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CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS AND MASS COMMUNLICATICONS

The Bermuda Litrary at Hamilton, which has adult, children and music
departments, 1s being enlarged. 1t has a2 branch at St. Gecorge and a distribution
service to the schools. The Bermuda Govefnment Aquarium with an adJoining live
zooclogical colleclion, which was recently expanded, has a museum of locai natural.
history and other exhibits.

The Bernmuda Velfare Board co-crdinates the activities of youth groups, such
as boy scouts and girl guides.

Radio troadcasting is carried on by 2 private company which operates two
stations. A commercial televieion service began in January 1957 in addition
to the television service already being operated by the United States Base in
Bermuda.,  In October, successful negotiations took place between the Govermment
of Bermuda and the United States authorities for the extensicn to the entire
Territory of the televigion broadeasts from the United States Air Force Base in
Bermuda which had hitherto been restricted to that base.

There are fcur newspapers on the island.

foes





