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NOTE «

The following symbols are used:

Three dots (...)

Dash
Slash
Hyphen

(-)
1948/19hg
1948-1949

data not availabie
magnitude nil or negligible
crop or financial year

annual average
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GENERAL IKFORMATICN

French West Africa has = total area of 4,634,000 sq. kilometres.

It includes elght territories: Senegal (197,161 8Q kilometres),
Mauritania (1,085,805 sq. kilcmetres)}, Sudan (1,204,021 sq. kilcmetres), Guineag/
(245,857 sq. kilometres), Ivory Cozst (322,463 sq. kilometres), Upper Volta
(274,122 sq. kilometres), Wiger (1,188,794 sq. kilometres) and Dahoméy
(115,762 sq. kilometres). The capital of the group of territories is Dakar.

POPULATION

The improvement cf health conditicns in formerly unhealthy areas, the
development of preventive medicine and health educaticn and the general
improvement in living conditions have resulted in an increase in the natural
rate of population growth.

The estimated death and birth rates are 20-30 and 40-50 per thousand
respectively. The population rose from 15,955,000 in 1945 to 18,755,000 in 1956,
an increase of 17.5 per cent.

Distribution of population by territories
(thousand inhabitants)

1948 1951 1656
Africans Non-Africans Africans Non-Africans Africans Non-Africans

Senegal 1,992 27.5 2,060 33.1 2,181 48.6
Sudan 3,164 5. 3,341 6.7 3,636 7.4
Mauritania 518 0.5 566 0.8 614 1.6
Guinea 2,180 6.8 2,254 6.9 2,498 3.5
Ivory Cozet 2,066 9.6 2,159 10.5 2,k 11.6
Upper Volta 3,070 2.0 3,106 2.3 3,322 3.7
Tahomey 1,505 2.4 1,532 2.2 1,612 2.8
Niger 2,029 1.2 2,126 1.5 2,333 3.0

Total 16,524 55.8 17,14k 64,0 18,667 83,2

g/ The independence of the Republic of Guinea was proclaimed on 2 October 1958.
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ECCNCMIC CONDITIONS

It has been estimated on the basis of a survey that the national income
rose from approximetely 160,000 million in 1947 to 271,000 million in 1953
(constant 1953 francs CFA).E/ The figures include an estimate of the producticn
of the subsistence economy, which is an important sector of economic activity.

The national income figures also provide an indication of the changes in
the volume of locally consumed products. Food products as & whole {agriculture
and livestock combined) increased by nearly 43 per cent - from 75,480 million
in 1947 o 107,690 million in 1953 (1953 francs CFA). The total gross product
was 325,000 million francs CFA in 1956 as against 220,000 million in 1951, =
48 per cent increase in nominal value in five years. Allcowing for the rise in
prices, the real increase in resources was 27 per cent over the five-year period,
an annuail rate of increase of 5 per cent.

The foreign trade statistics for the past ten years record a very
substantial increase in both the volume and value of trade. There have been
changes in the structure of foreign trade and in the nature of eccnomic
activities.

In the case of imports, there has been an increase in capitai goods
(cement, iron and steel products, electrical equipment ), petroleum products and
consumer goods, the increase in the last category being due te the increased
purchasing povwer of the population.

In the case of exports, there has been a general and considerable increase
in the volume and value of traditional agricultural exports, with a tendency
towards the export of processed instead of raw products.

‘45 the prosperity of the Federation&/ mainly depends on agricultural
production, which represents 90 per cent of the value of exports, the economic

progress of French West Africa is closely related to the success of its

3/ One franc CFA eqguals two French francs: 100 francs CFA was eqguivalent to
$USO.5714 from 1949 to 1957.

4/  The term “Federation" is used in this document to refer to the group of
eight French West African territories.
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agriculture., In ten years cocoa and groundnut exports have almost doubled,
coffee exports have almost trebled, and banana exports have incressed
fifteen-fold. The efforts of producers have been supperted by action on the
part of the authorities, who have directed and given financisl assistance to
the development of the rural economy.

Tn 1946, the mineral production of French West Africa smounted to some
ten thousand tons, the value at current prices being 200 million francs CFA,
Ten years later, the volume of mineral production was 1,400,000 tons, over
one hundred times the 1946 level, and its value FOR was aporoximately
2,0C0 million francs CFA, ten times the 1946 level. However, despite this
relative progress, while mineral products accounted for over 5C per cent of
the volume of exports in 1956, they still accounted for only 3 per cent of their
value and 0.6 per cent of the national revenue,

Side bty side with the expansion of minersl and agricultural production,
the industrial sector has also expanded significantly since 1952, contributing
to the change in the apprearance of the large towns in the group of territories,

Meny indusiries have been set up, covering a wide range of industrial
activities: oil-works {groundnut, palm, palm kernels, karite) and soap-works,
food-processing industries (industrial bakeries, starch works, chocolate
factories, breweries), textile industries (cotton yarn and cloth, sisal),
timber industries {veneer and plywood)}, chemical industries {distilleries,
perfume plants) and construction industries. These industries are still on &
small scale. Their importance is however greater than would appear from the
foreign trade statistics, as the products of these numerous undertakings are
for the most part entirely consumed locally.

The consumption of electric energy has kept pace with the develorment of
industries =and has expanded substantially. Installed power rose from 10,645 kw.
in 1946 to 79,000 kw. in 1956 and the output of electrieity from 22.8 million
to 145.5 million kwh.

Considerable sumg have been invested in the deVelopment of the wvarious
means of transport.

Since the establishment of the Economic and Social Development Investment
Fund (FIDES) by the act of 30 April 1946 to finance capital development plans,
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French West Africa has been eble to carry intc effect a large-scale public
investment policy which has been accompanied by an increasingly large volume of
private investment. Approximately twe thirds of the public funds invested has
been provided by metropoliten France and the remainder has come from local
sourees. Including investments under the generzl and local budgets, the

road fund, the special accounts and the Rural Eguipment and Econcmic and Social
Pevelopment Pund (Fonds d'éguipement rural et de développement Sconomicue

et sccial - FERDES), it is estimated that public funds invested since 1947

have totalled over 155,000 millicn francs (FjA, to which must be added about

80,000 million in private investments.

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

The production of export crops having declined appreciably during the war,
exports decreased and were smaller in 19M5 than in 1938. The restoration of
the Federation's economy depended primarily on the development of agriculture.
It was necessary to increase food supplies by expanding food creps and to
develop the production of export crops.

With regard to the first objective, the expansion of fcood supplies,
attention has been directed towards certain food crops, in particular root crops,
and the extension of rice growing. Specialized stations have been set up in
the various territories using funds provided uvnder the plan and programmes
have bveen prepared with a view to bringing more land under cultivation.
Measures have also been teken to mechkanize farming.

As regards the development of export crops, programmes have been prepared
with & view tc the expansion of production, the intreduction of better metheods
of cultivation 2nd the improvement of the quality of produce through proper
rrocessing. Since l95h, administrative measures have 2lso been faken to
protect producers agsinst price fluctuations and to guarantee the marketing
of produce. A price support policy was adopted in 1954 for certain
products (groundnuts) and stabilization funds were sei up for bther products
(coffee, cocoa, cotton, karite) inm 1955.

The implementation of this agricultursl development policy has been made

posgible by the continuing efforts of the technicesl services and the funds
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received under the modernization plan {23,266 million metropoliten francs in
payment appropriztions up to 31 December 1955) as a result of which the
gclentific and technical infrastructure essentizl to the achievement of the
gims of the programme has been provided.

Specialized agencies, agricultural research centres, institutes and semi-
public corporations have been set up to stimulate production and increase
productivity. The Gverseas Technical and Scientific Research Cffice (ORSTOM)
maintains a number of establishments in French West Africa (the teaching and
tropical research institute at Adiopodoumé in the Ivory Coast, the geophysical
centre at M'Bour in Senegzl, the agricultural research centres at Bambay in
Senegal, Koba in Guinea and Bingerville on the Ivory Coast). The specialized
research institutes include institutes concerned with oils and oilseeds (IRHO),
tropical and citrus fruits, cotton and other fibres (IRCT) and rubber (IRCA).
Two large independent undertakings, the Niger Office, which cultivates

28,50C hectares of rice and 4,700 hectares of cotton, and the Compagnie générale

des oléagineux tropicaux with a concession of 14,00C hectares for groundnuts,

use rational mechanized farming and scil congervaticn methods and settle

indigenous farmers on the land.

Principal food crops
(average estimates )

Area Produetion
{thousards of hectares) (thousands of tons)
19k 1955 19LT 1955
Rice 500 8co 50 600
Millet and sorghum 4, coo 4,900 2,000 2,400
Maize Lo 750 250 Lho
Manioc, yams,
sweet potatoes Lco g2y 1,00C 4,570
Beans, niebes
field peas 4oo 5C5 100 120
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Principal agricultural export products
(average estimates)
Area Production
(thousands of hecta;es) (thousands of tons)
19L7/k8 1954/55 1947/48  1954/55
Groundnuts 940 1,517 T2ha/ Tgha/
Bananas 243 5.G 33— 104~
Coffee b/ 120 297 43 151
Cocoa ' 123 205 27.1 7.4
Palm oil - - 0.7 1k h
Palm kernels - - Lo 84.8
a/  Ixports.
b/ Ivory Coast only.
Livestock

It is not easy to determine the importance of livestock in the economy of
French West Africa. As the territory is extremely large and three-quarters of
the livestock is in the hands of nomads, it is difficult to take censuses
and the statistics accordingly relate only to that part of production which can
be checked. Stockfarming is however of undoubted importance. Two-thirds of
the Federation's utilizable land is given over to pastoral activities and some
territories, such as Mauriteniaz, Niger and a large part of Sudan derive their
main resources from their livestock.

Turing the last ten years the number of livestock has steadily increased
and livestock products have been improved.

These results are mainly due to the sctivities of the livestock technical
services. Livestock stations and experimentsl farms have been set up and .
have made use of selective metheds to encourage the propagation of the most
precductive and strongest local breeds,

FIDES has provided substantial funds for the livestock industry
(9,694 million metropolitan francs up te 51 December 1955) which have been
uged to carry cut a number of important projects in the health field and in
pasture improvement.

In the heelth field, immunization and treatment centres have been set up.

A federal laboratory, responsikle for developing research and the producticn
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of serums and vaccines, was opened in January 1953. Mobile teams have been

brganized to survey the bush areas and make preventive immunizations.

Protective measures against animal diseases are being strengthened year by year.
Many agricultural water supply projects have been carried out to ilmprove

pastures and open up new grazing areas for cattle,

Livestock
(in thousand head)
1947 1953 1955
Cattle 4,691 7,01k ' 10,000
Sheep and geats 13,430 16,521 20, C0C
Pigs 264 270 340
Horses 186 229 296
Asses h15 58k 903
Camels 203 355 553
Meat production - ingpected slaughteringg
1okt 1953 1955
Cattle 103,871 231,135 281, 0CC
Sheep and goats 343,561 612,712 753, CC0
Figs 14,383 17,424 29,000
FCORESTRY

There are vast forested areas in French West Africa and many products are
obtained from its highly varied forests, which extend from the poor thorn
savannah of the pre-Sahars regions in the ncrth tc the dense forest of the
Ivory Coast in the south.

The producticn of timber for export is concentrated in the lower
Ivery Coast, where 35,000 sg. kilometres are at present open for expleitation.
In the other territories, even those which possess dense forests, timber is
cut only to meet local needs. The zim of the forestry development programme
which is being carried out under the ten-year plan is to provide the country
with improved timber stands capable of satisfying the country's needs in
timber, firewood and lumber. A special effort has been made to enrich the dense
forest in the Ivory Cecast with valuable species of trees, and to establish new

rlantations. Forestry research units, the most important being at Avidjan
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(Ivory Coest), have been set up to carry out this plan to increase the value of
the tropical forests.
Forest rescurces
(thousands of hectares)

1549 1952 1954 /1955

Area under concession 2,ko0 3,050 3,400
Area urder exploitation 290 Lo 503
fnriched area in

dense forest 6.3 12.6 20
Planted savannah area 1.8 b1 5.8

Fxvloitation of timber in the Ivory Coast
(cubic metres)

Lverage 1950/1953 195k 1955

Production of logs 4233,000 264,000 32k, 000
Exports of lcas 1k, 0C0 169, Co0 208,500
Tumber sawn in the

territory 89,000 95, C00 115,500
Production of sawn

timber W7,000 53, 7C0O 65,9C0

FISHERIES

Fishing is for the most part carried on con a small scale by indigenous
fishermen. Despite the fzct that the ccastal waters are well stocked with fish,
the armnual catch dees not exceed 70,000 tons. Senegal, with an arnual
proguction of M0,0CO tons and about 25%,0C0 fishermen, is the largest producer
and consumer of fish in the Federation, followed by Guinea, the Ivery Coast
and Mauritania.

In zddition te sea fishing, river and lake fishing is also carried on, the
anhual cateh being estimsted at TC,CC0 tons, of which the Sudan accounts for
50,0008 tons. The total non-industrial cateh is thus approximately 140,000 tons
8 year.

Industrial fishing (trawling and tunny fishing) has expanded rapidly
since 1954 and seems likely to assume great importance., The number of trawlers

increased from seventeen in 1954 to thirty-five in 1956,
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A comprehensive programme was initiated by the sea fisheries conference

at Dakar in 1948 with a view to providing the Federation with the facilities
necessary to develop swall-scale and irndustrial fishing. Its aims included the
provision of port facilities in the principal fishing centres, the establishment
of shore installations to supply the fishing fleets and store the catch

and the modernization of the smali-scale fishing indusiry. The funds provided
for the implementation of the programme were used to establish cold storage
Tacilities at Dakar, which were placed in operaticn in 1954, to eguip small

ice plants in Eenegal and to improve indigenous fishing methods in Senesgal by

installing motors in indigenous fishing beoats in 1952 and 1953,

Industrial fishing

{(tons)
1954/1955  1955/1956  1956/1957
Trawling 765 3,194 5,012
Tunny fishing 506 1,790 7,126
MINTNG
In 1947 the mineral rescurces expluiled weie limited in SXLEeNT. fiodnetion

was confined to a few hundred kilogrammes of gold produced by the traditional
small-scale methods, barely 60,000 carats of diamonds and a few thousand
tons of ilmenite.

The beginning of production on an industrizl scale, acccompanied by the
export of minerals in bulk, is the outstanding Teature in the development of
mining producticn over the past ten y=ars.

The Federaticn has become a large producer of diamonds, ilmenite,
caleium phosphate and sluminis. Industrial production really began,
however, with the almost simultaneoug exploitation of the bauxite deposits
on the Los Tslands, near Conakry, and the Conakry iron depcsit. These twe
undertakings, which began operations at the end of 1952, use mechanical equipment
on & large scale and have many modern installations (transport, crushing,
dunping, housing for the staff).

In 1956, the value of mineral production was approximately

2,100 million francs CFA, ten times more than in 1947. The Rureau minier de la

Joes
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France d'outre-mwer, a State

undertakings.

Mineral precduction
{thousand tons)

company, has invested capital in some mining

947 1952 1953 1956
Iron ore - - 398.6  853.0
Bauxite - 99.4  326.5  Lsl.5
Phosphates 0.8 €6.1 98.2 73.5
Ilmenite 13.0 L5 5.8 19.7
Cassiterite and wolfram 7.0 156.6 152.9 80.6
Zircon and rutile 0.C6  0.03 0.09 0.5
Diamonds {thousands
of carats) 2.3 136.1 179.9 389.6
Gold (kg. - controlled
enterprises) f1.8 L6.2 50.5 13.4
Estimated value of mineral production
(millions of francs CFA)
1947 1952 1953 1956
Iron ore - - Lk8s.5  T12.0
Bauxite - 6h.5  450.0  4B0.9
Fhosphates - Gl.2 126,59 2242
Titanifercus ores 48.1 1h.5 11.2 82.8
Casserite and wolfram - 59,2 ho.3 19.3
Diamonds 12.5  2hk5,0 340.0  525.0
Gold 126.6 £.6 3.7 3.2
PCWER

An electric power precduction programme was initiated in 1647 as part of

the capital outlay programme,

Tts main features were the establishment of

electric power staticns in the largest towns, an increase in the production

capacity of certain plants to meet the growth in urban pepulation and the
strengthening and expansion of the tTraansport and distribution networks.

At the seme time & vast programme of studies was undertaken to find

new sources of energy and, in scme particularly fortunate territories such as

Guinea and the Ivory Ceast, to prepare the blueprints for Lydroelectric

power staticns.

This electrical modernization arxd equipment plan has been

going forvard rapidly during the last ten years.
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Installed power has risen from 10,645 kw in 1946 to 79,1C0 kw in 1956, and
output from 22.8 miilion kwh to 145.5 million kwh in the same pericd. Most
of the power is produced by thermql stations; in 1956, hydro-electric staticns
accounted for only 10,400 kw of the 79,100 kw of installed power. The number
of subscribers is still émall, not more than 60,000 for the entire Faderatiom

in 1956,

INDUSTRY

The desirability of industrialization in French West Africa has always
been recognized by the public authorities. Nevertheless there are sericus
obstacles to industrial expansion: the shortage of skilled manpower, the
very high cost of raw materials because of the distances involved and, above
all, the shortage of cheap sources of energy, which makes the Federation
dependent upon external sources for the production of thermal power.

The: establishment of new undertakings is left to private initiative,
subject only to compliance with the existing regulations concerning publie
safety and health. Nevertheless, the administration has taken effective steps to
promote increased production. Its action has taken the form of Tinancial
assistance for the esteblishment of new enterprises or the extension of existing
industries. It has also esrranged for the setting up and operation of pilot
rlants desgigned to demonstrate the opportunities cpen tc private enterprise in
certain specific new industries. _

Lastly, at the end of 1954 and the beginning of 1955, in order to facilitate
the cperation of existing enterprises and promote new indusirial development,

the Grand Conseil adopted measures to reduce taxes on locally processed

commcdities,

The types of industrial activity are extremely varied: food products,
textiles, skins and hides, timber, chemical prcducts and cement. Most of the
products, apart from those produced by the oil refineries and soapworks, are
for local consumption. There is no metallurgical industry &t present, although
plans for the establishment of a hydroclactric combine in the Konkoure Valley

{Guinea), where aluminium will be produced on the spot, are very advanced.
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Industrial preduction

1952 1955 1956
Groundnut oil (tons) 88,200 100,950 125,220
Palm o*1 L, 765 . 16,060
Eoap 10,170 sen 12,972
Beer (hectolitres) 88,0C0 16,000 205, 000
'ish preserves 1Lk ves 186
Cotton yarn and ciocth L&C - 2,313
{tonnage treated)
Skoes {thovsard pairs) 625 985 1,208
{ement (tons) 80, 00C 61, Co0 145,500
Cigarettes (tonnage vroduced) 350 ces 1,000
Sawn timber (cubic metres) 58,500 . 80,050

TRANSPCRT AND COMMUNICATICONS
Transuort

The transport industry is an essentizl element in the eccnomic and social
life of French West Africa, where the distances are tremendous.

During the lzst ten years important infrastructure projects have been
carried out with FIDES credite with a view to developing the various means of
communicstion: roads, rallways, maritime perts, aercdromes, inland waterways.

The mein emphasis has been on improving the road network. Given the
inadeguate inland waterways and the limitations of the railway system, which
covers the Territory very incompletely, roads have become the most important
means of compunication. Bosd works valued at 30,000 million francs CFA have
been carried out on 6,000 km of roads, mainly the major highways, as part of
the ten-year programme. In 1948, 23,50C km out of approximately 75,000 km
of roads and tracks were permanent roads but onily 115 km were asphalited.

5% the end of 1955 the read network had not greatly increased in length but
permanent roads accounted for more than 3C,C00 km, of which approximately
1,700 km were asphalted,

With regard to the railways, the construction of the Mossi line has
extended the network from 3,754 km in 1948 to 4,093 km in 1956; in addition the
modernization of equivment anﬂ particularly the dieselization of the locomctives
has made possible considerable sdministrative savings and consequentliy a

marked decrease in fares.
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During the same pericd port facilities have been enlarged and improved,
thapks to the projects carried cut at the principal ports - Dakar, Conakry,
Cotonou - and the establishment of ports at Abidjan (l,hES metres of quay) and.
Sassandra, with the result that there has been a noticeable inereass in the
volume of freight handled.

Work on improving inland waterways has also been continued, since water
transport is more economical than other Torms of transport. £ works programme
undertaken in 1946 includes the installation of river ports on the Senegzal and
the Niger.

Lastly, in the field of air transport, the improved infrastructure has led
to the considerable development of air links and increased contact with countries

ocutside the group, with a consequent increzase in passenger and goods traffic.

Hoad Traffic

New wvehicles in circulation

1646 1953 1955
2,976 5,206 9,557

Consumption of motor fuels
{in cubic metres)

1950 1952 1956
Petrol 105,925 162,416 251,777
Fuel oil 34,8¢C0 51,886 83,001
Total 140,735 214,256 ' 334,776
Railways
1948 1953 1956
Number of passengers
(millions ) 3,469 6,166 5,500
Passenger-kilometres
(millions) 313 496 | 460
Volume freight
(1,000 %ons) 1,208 1,408 1,400

Volume of traffic
(million ton-

kilometres) 3h5 Ll 583
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Sea transporté/
1946 195 1056
Nuriber of vessels emtered 1,607 5,051 6,258
Cutgoing passengers 37,026 50,258 45,46
Tncoming passengers 55,283 52,356 418,589
Freight handled
(‘thousands of tons)
Loaded 705 2,716 3,788
Unloaded 927 2,575 3,101

Movement of shipping at the principal perts: Dakar, Ccnakry, Abidjan,
Cotoncu; as the port at Abidjan was not opened until 1950, the 1946
figures relate to the wharfs at Port Bouet and Grand Bassan.

Lf;l‘l

Alr transport

Development of commercial traffic at mejor aerodrcomes
(Dakar, Abidjan, Bamako, Conekry, Niamey)

1951 1953 1956

Adreraft movements

(arrivals and

departures) 12,108 13,012 16,911
Humber of passengersa/

Arriving b, 8hy 68,c25 112,883

Departing h1,Lk7 70,399 114,213
Adr freight

{tons)

Arriving 1,601 2,801 3,953

Departing 1,211, 2,997 4,798
Airmail?

Arriving and departing 500 857 1,125

g/ Local traffic, excluding transit traffic.
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Communicaticns

Until 1955 postal, telegraph and telephcne services were operated by the
federal Pcstal and Teleccummunications Department as a single sgervice under the
direct authority of the federal Govermment. Since the reorganizaticn and
decentralization of the overseas postal and telecommunicaticns administration,
under the Decree of 3 December 1956, this service has been made a local postal
department, an industrial and commercial public agency.for the group of
territories, with corporate status and financial autonomy.

The progress achieved in the =watter of telecommunications is illustrated in

the following statistical tables:

Post offices

(Postal traffic)

1946 1951 1956
Main offices 23l 259 278
Branch offices 55 58 169

Telegraph and telephone offices

146 1951 1955

Telegraph offices 352 ' 377 4o8

Telephone offices 161 193 32
Mzgin telephone

subscribers 4, 500 7,504 13,960

Teiegraph traffic

1946 1951 1956

Domestic telegrams 1,358 2,095 . 1,968
Internaticnal

telegrams - 328 411
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Telephone traffic

1946 1951 1956
Urban calls
(milliona) 7,112 9,400 15,622
Inter-urban calls
{millicns) 202 650 1,512
International ealls
(units) - 6,700 26,700

FUBLIC FINANCE

In French West Africa the public suthorities administer the following
btudgets: the State budget, the general budget for French West Africa (which
beceme the budget for the group of Territories at the end of 1957), and the
territorial and communal budgets.

In additicn, the special accounts and funds - FIDES, FERDES, the coffee =znd
cocca accounis, and the road fund - are classified as public budgets in French
West Africa.

The railways, which have been a State enterprise since 1946, and the ports
at Dakar, Conakry and Abidjan are dealt with in budgels annexed to the general
budget, while the secondary ports are included in the ferritorilial budgets.

Ag & result of the new stardard romenclabure established by the decree of
20 August 1952 operating expenditure iz now shown separately from expenditure on
equipment and capital outlay in each budget.

The main feeture of budgetary development in the federation ig the ever-
growing participation of the metropolitan country in the territories' expenses.
Since 1948 France has been responsible for.the salaries of senior administrative
and judicial perscnnel {(governors, administrators, magistrates), as also for
military experditure and the gendarmerie. Through FIDES, it bears the msjor
share of economic and socilal capital expenditure. In addition, since the Decree
of 3 December 1956, promulgated in application of the loi cadre defining State
services in the territories, Irance has assumed responsibility for the cost of
several services previcusly finasnced by the territories. At present, funds for

the public administration are largely derived from metropolitan sources.
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1. Principal public funds
(thousand million francs CFA)
1950 1953 1955
(a) Local funds 21.2 37k 49.8
inciuding:
Indirect taxes 13.3 25.2 31.8
Direct taxes 5.2 10.7 12.3

(b) Metropolitan funds:

State budget (payments
made ) 7.6 16.5 2l.5

FIDES (payment appro-
priations, celendsr
year) 7.8 10.0 10.6

Caisse centrale de la
FOM (advances and
participation in
State, Joint and

private companies) 1.5 2.0 3.6
Appropriations,
office du Niser 0.6 0.6 0.7
Total metropolitan
funds 17.5 29,1 36k
Total funds BT 66.5 86.2
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2. Principal public expenditure

(thousand million francs CFA)

1950 1953 1956
(a) Expenditure from )
local funds, 19.7 38.6 464
includings
Cperations 12,7 23.% 33,6
Maintenance work 2.0 2.9 3.6
Capital outlay and
major public works 3.9 Lot 3.
Special accounts
(coffee, cocoa, '
road funds, FERDES) 0.3 1.8 2.4
(b) Expenditure from
metropolitan funds, 17.1 28.6 35.0
inciuding:
Cperation and
pensions 7.0 15.3 20.0
Capital cutlay 0.6 1.2 1.5
FIDES: CAIFOM 7.8 10,0 10.6
Total expenditure 36.8 57.2 81.4

Development financing

FIDES

An act of 30 April 1946 outlined the plans for capital outlay in the

terriftories and established FIDES, or the Fonds d'investissement et de

developpement economique et scocial to finance it.

These plans are comprehengive projectbs covering the various public budgets
and invelving the use of wetropolitan and locel funds alike. When the projects
in the capital outlay programme concern both France and the territory, France
assumes responsiblility for the whole cost. When the projects concern the
territory alone, they are financed partly by a grent-in-aid by France and partliy
by a territorial contribution derived either from the ferritory's regular or

oy Frzance. The

U

extracrdinary funds or from long-term low-irterest advinos:

rebropelitan contribution was originally 55 per cent but it has risen successively

{

to 75 per cent and then 90 per cent of the total cost.
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The plans sre designed to serve as instruments for co-ordination and to cover
& nuwrber of years. The preparation of each four-year plan rakes it possible to
apply an integrated policy in respect of capital ocutlesy and to control the way in
which it is carried ocut.

Through their elected assemblies, which are statutorily called upon to
discuss projects that are of direct concern to the territories, and through
their representatives in the Executive Committee of FIDES the federation and its
component territories participate closely in the preparation of the plans and
the projects included in them.

Two programmes were completed during the period 1947-1957. The distribution
of appropriations between the major categories of expenditure - infrastructure,
production, social expenditure - differed in the two plans. Whereas expenditure
cn the infrastructure accounted for 60 per cent in the first plan, in the second
plan emphasis has been placed on production, infrastructure projects being
retairned only in so far as they have a direct effect on preducticn. The main
objective 1z fo concentrate exclusively on capital outlay that will generate new

resources.

First plan {1949 Second plan (1953
Frogramne ) Progranmme)
Prodgucticn 2l per cent 35 per cent
Infrastructure 60 " TS "
Social expenditure 16 " 19 "

The magnitude of the appropriations made available to French West Africa by
FIDES from its initiation up to 1956 is illustrated in the following table, which
shows the payments actually made under the overseas section and the general section

per calendar year, in thousand millicns of francs CFA.

1947 1948 1940 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954k 1955 1950 Total
0.2 2.0 k.5 7.8 11.6 1hk.2 10.0 9.1 9.9 10.6 79.9

e
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Caigee centrale de la France d'outre-mer

In order to supplement the activities undertaken within the framewcrk of the

plans for public capital ocutlay in the territoriles, the faisse centrale de la

France d'outre-mer has granted considerzble Tinancial assistance to various

public or private agencies whose activities are in keeping with the cbjectives
of the plan. It has been authorized to assist subsidiary public authorities, to
subsceribe the whole or part of the capital of State-owned or jJjoint companies
considered necessary for carrying out the plans and to make loans for capital
outlay to private undertakings.

On 31 December 1956 the total credits made available by the Caisse centrale

amounted to 5,692.7 million francs CFA for public bodies and agencies, 4,681.6
million franes CFA in the form of subscriptions to the capital of and advances
to State-owned and joint companies, and 6,240 million francs CFA in loans to

private companies, representing a total of 16,620 million francs CFA.

Loans and advances by the Czisse centrale
(millions of francs CFA)

1948 1949 1550 1951 1952 1955 165h 1955 1656  Totael
8o07.5 670.0 k20 1,810 2,874.3 1,980.7 1,378.7 2,1C9.3 3,569.5 16,620

FERDES

FERDES (Fond d'équipement rural et de developpement éconcmique et social)

was established in 1949; it is an institution peculiar to French West Afyica where
it has made it possible to mobilize various resources exclusively for the benefit
of village communities.

Whereag FIDES was established to promote the development of major sectorsa
of the econcmy, FERDES wag designed to transform the rural economic and social
picture through z number of small projects. These projects have been financed
exclusively from the budget of the federation and the budgets of the territories,
plus the contributicon, in cash or in kind, of the community concerned, each of
the parties contributing cone-third.

FERDES' success with the African pecple was assured from the ocutset. The

following table gives details of the programmes approved from 1949 to 1956.

Jon



A/4085/Add.3

English
Page 23
FERDES Programmes from 1949 to 1956
(millions of francs C.F.4.)
1959 1950 1951 1552 1955 1954 1955 1956

135.9 DBE, D 347.3 313.6 752.6 T26.0 782.0 560.0

Puklic Investment

The aggregate of investment in public funds in French West Africa from 194T
to 1956 was esbimated at over 155,000 million francs CFA. Since 1949 the rate of
investment in public funds has amcunted tc 19,000 million francs CFA annually.
FIDES credits authorized from the overseas and general sections amounted to an
aversge of 10,000 million francs CFA ennually from 1949 to 1956. During the same

period the Caisse centrale furnished approximstely 2,000 million francs CFA from

ite own funds, the State budget approximately 1,000 million annually and local

funds an average of 5,400 million ennually.

Total public investment from 1947 to 1956
(thousand millicons of francs CFA)

(a} Metropolitan funds:

FIDES (appropriations utilized) 79.9
Otate budget (net expenditure in
French West Africa) 9.5

(Caisse centrale de la France d'cutre-mer 7.1
Cffice du Niger - metropolitan appropria-
tions 4.5

Total of metropolitan funds 111.0
(v} Local funds:

General territorial budgets (capital
expenditure) 32.

2.4

Coffee fund (expenditure) 2.0
Cocoa fund (expenditure) 1.9
Road fund (expenditure) L.2
FERDES (authorized programmes) 3.8
Total of local funds Ly, 3

An average of 72 per cent of investment in public funds comes from

metropolitan sources. -
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BANKING AND CRELIT
Bank of issue and deposit banks

The barnk of issue was formerly the Bangue de 1'Afrique Occidentale Francaise;

since 1955 that function has been performed by a new public institution, the

Institut d'émission dA'AQF-Tcgo.

Cn 31 December 1956 there were five deposit banks comprising seventy-one
cashiers' windows. Bank deposits in 1956 amcunted to a total of 18,500 million

francs CFA for the private sector and 1,300 million for the public sector.

Medium-term and long-term loans

Medium-term and long-term loans are granted by private, public and semi-public
institutions.

The Caisse centrale de la France d'outre-mer is of course the chief institution

granting medium-term and long-terw loans to private enterprises whose activities ferm

part of the development plen. TUnder the law of 30 april 1946 the Caisse centrale is

authorized to carry out or guarantee any financial operations which ensble them to
contribute to the execution of the plan.

Such direct action by the Caisse centrale is continued and supplemented by

sccial loans and by the activities of State and semi-public companies recently set up
under its aegis. Four institutions have been established: +the Banque du Bénin, the

Orédit de la CBte d'Ivoire and the Crédit de la Guinée in 1955 and the Crédit du

Sénégal in 1956. Three similar institutions are to be set up in Sudan, the Niger and
the Haute-Volta in 1958. They are intended to grant loans in accordénce with the
conditions of production and in particular to help small industries which lack
capital, such as farming, handicrafts end small businesses. They will also manage

the agricultural loan funds.

Agriculitural loans

The agricultural lcan funds, which resumed their activities in 1947, have at
their disposal adveances made by the federal Government against the grant for
agricultural loans for French West Africa. This grant is & special extra-budgetary

account provided by the taxes paid to the Institut d'émission on credit circulation

and by subsidies from the federal Governuwent. The total amount advanced to the
agricultural loan funds from the grant from 1947 to 1955 was over 1,000 millicn
francs CFA. Steps have been tsken to increase the efficiency of agricultural credit
by making it more easily available to farmers by means of decentralization. Certain

provident societies have thus become the agents of the agricultural leoan funds.
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Private investment

Some 20,000 million francs CFA has been provided by the capital market in
ten years, i.e. 2,800 million per annum for only those companies whose head
offices are in the federation. If account is taken of the other companies vhich
carry on activities in French Wegt Africa and of private businesses, the total of
gross investment in the business sector from 1949 to 1956 may be estimated at
9,000 million frencs CFA per annum, 1,700 million of which was obtained from loans

and purchases of shares by the Caisse centrale de laz France d'outre-mer.

EXTERNAT, TRADE

An examination of the statistics for external trade for the years 1946 to
195¢€ shows the progress that has been made and the changes that have occcurred in
movements of trade in the federation,

Taking 1949 as 100, the index figure for the volume of exports rose from 103
in 1950 to 160 in 1956 znd that of imports from 117 to 174 during the same period.

In addition To this considerable increase in trade there have been certain
changes in distributicn.

Imports of certain capital goods {cement, metallurgical products and
electrical equipment) and of vehicles and petroleum products are increasing. On
the cther hand, there has been a decrease in imports of solid mineral fuels as a
result of the introcduction of diesel engines on the railways. There 1s a marked
increase 1in imports of consumer goods, especially foodstuffs.

Where exports are concerned, there has been a considerable development of
certain export crops, including coffee, cocoa and bananas, both as regards tonnage
and value. Exports to foreign countries have increased. For eXample, up tc 1850
all the coffee was taken by the franc area; in 1956 20 per cent was exported, in
particular to the United States. Lastly, mineral products appear under the
heading of exports. If the figures are welighted, mineral products represent over
50 per cent of export tonnage but still cnly 3 per cent in value. A large
proportion of these minersls, representiing 70 per cent of the export value of
mineral products in 1956, is exported.

The customs regime comprises two categories of duties: dimport and export
taxes levied on all goods for purposes of revenue, and customs duties properly

gso-called, designed to protect French products from foreign competition. The
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custome duties apply to foreign goods, only the rate being fixed in accordance with
various commercial treatieg, Under the regulations governing forelgn trade and

exchange, imports are alsc subject to a licence certified by the Office des changes.

Por & number of exempted products coming from countries which are members of the
Orgenization for Buropezn Economic Co-operation (QOEEC) =zn import licence is no
ionger required and has been replaced by a simple "import certificate’.

A new customs tariff went into force iIn 195C, simultanecusly with the Tirst

measures Treeing trade with the OEEC countries.

Specilal trade

Guantity Value
{millions of metric tons) (thousand millions of francs CFA)
1946 1552 15535 1556 1946 1952 1955 1956
Imports 390 1,%%0 1,254 1,545 6.0 61.2 35.2 66.7
Exports L65 o6 1,850 2,725 4.1 Lo.2 46.8 £C.0

Principal imports
(millions of francs CFA)

1947 1955 1956
Cotton cloth and blankets 5,L4% 7,000 7,182
Lorries, cars, tractors 50k 2,559 4,071
Machinery and apparatus cee 5,584 L, 3ke
Metal tocls and products h=3 3,158 3,989
Iron and steel 195 1,930 2,732
Electrical equipment v 1,799 2,186
Petroleum products 2681 2,558 3,40k
Sugar Lot 2,700 2,994
Rice %58 2668 2,21%
Wheat flour 205 1,738 1,1h0
Alcoholic liguors, excluding beer 525 1,767 1,%0%
Cement 1l 1,017 8L

Principal exports
(millions of francs CFA)

1947, 1953 1956

Green coffee 1,121,%  10,01k.0  16,775.0
Cocoa 36,5 7,88L.0 8,405.0
Shelled pgroundnuts 2,0k0.9 7,510,0  11,549.0
Groundaut oil 1,162,8 8.,127.0 8,4%7.0
Palm kernels 336.9 2,3L9.0 1,868.0
Fresh bananas 5,0 1,427.0 1,643,0
Mineral products (iron, bauxite - 928.0 1,208.0
Diaronds 7.0 3210 207.0
Timber ok, 3 g24.0 1,268.0

/
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Direction of trade
1947 1553 1956
Imports from (percentage of value)
France 51.5 R84 66.2
French Union 7.5 10,6 6.9
Total franc area 50.0 2.0 T3.1
Sterling area T.2 6.9 5.7
Dollar area 22,2 5.7 7.0
Cther currencies 11.6 8.4 14.2
Exports to:
France 73.2 9.8 £5.9
French Union 19.73 10.9 0.5
Total franc area 92.5 8o 764
Sterling area L.2 L. L,7
Dcllar area 0.9 3.3 9.h
Uther currencies 2.4 11.3 9.5

SOCTAL CONDITICNS

Race relations

The 1946 Constitution laid down as a general principle that racial
diserimination was prohibited and in article 82 that the personal status of the
indigencus inhabitants may in no case constitute a ground for refusing or
restricting the rights and liberties rertaining to the status of French citizens.
In accordance with that principle, the indigencus criminal courts were abolished
by the Decree of 30 April 1946 and the French Penzl Code was made applicable to all
the inhabitants of the Federation., This principle of non-discriminastion is also
embcdied in the terms of employment of officials serving overseas, as defined by
the Act of 30 June 1950, which lays down in particular that the pay and
allowances of personnel serving in the oversess territories must in nco circumstances
be fixed on the basis of differences of race, personal status, place of origin or
place of recruitment, One of the purposes of the Act of 23 June 1956, known as
the loi-cadre, is to facilitate the promotion of officials of local origin to all
levels of the service; 66 per cent of the posts in the State service are reserved
for them and there is no limit to the number that may te employed in the

territorial services.

[oo.
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Evolution of the family and status of women

Traditionsl social structures tend to change rapidly on contact with
Western civilizabion. Individuals increasingly seek to detach themselves from the
community under the influence of wvaricus factors such as material progress and the
growth of contacts and trade. This evolution of the family group, vwhich has been
noticeable since the war, cccurs chiefly in the urban industrial areas. It is
particularly striking where the status of women is concerned. In the towms and
in the prosperous bush areag women aré gradually freeing themselves from their
original legally inferior status., For example, in the Ivory Cosst large coffee and
cocoa plantetions are managed by African women. Women through their work are
cccupying an increasgingly important place in African society.

Social work has therefore concentrated particularly on the status of women in
the large centres. It is endeavoured to give them a family and socizi training
which will enable them to adapt themselves to the new social conditions, This is
one of the essential tasks of the social services and centres established in the
varicus territories. Thanks to those aetivities, modern African Tamilies, usually

moncgamous, are coming into being in the large industrial centres.

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS

There has been rapid progress in labour legiglation since 1946. The essential
aim of labour policy is to provide for the material well-being of the indigenous
worker and to provide him with vocational training with a view to increasing his
skill, his efficiency and hence his standard of living.

A High Commissiocner's Order of 10 June 1946 established an Inspectorate of
Labour, the function of which was specified and extended by the 1952 Labour Code,
The Inspectorate of Labour and Social Legislation is responsible for all matters
affecting the condition of workers, labour relations, employment of workers,
moevements of labour, and veocational guidance.

An advisory labour commission is attached to the Inspectorate General of
Labour at Daksr and to each territorial inspectorate. These commissions consist of
an equal rumber cof workers and employers. They are responsible for giving advice,
particularly con regulations issued in applicztion of the Labour Code. Territorial

labour offices, under the supervision and asuthority of the Inspecter of Labour,

foss
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replaced the employment exchanges in 1953. Finally, tripartite joint committees,
attached to the Inspectorate General of Labour and to ezch of thé territorial
inspectorates, and responsible for studying questions relating to industrial health
and safety, have been in operation since 1953.

The objeectives of labour policy were given legislative backing by the Act of
L5 December 1952, enacting a Labour Code for the overseas territories. Application
cf the Code has been proceding progressively since 1953.

The Code, which applies to all the territeories, makes ne distineticn on
grounds of the race, sex, age or status of the person concerned. While it is
based on the metropolitan Code, it takes local conditions into sccount and allows
in particular for many payments in kind., The principal provisions, which are
generally applied, are the eight-hour day, the weekly pericd of rest, holidays
with pay and the minimum guaranteed wage. The Code alsc contains strict
provigions concerning dismissal. Freedom of asscclation is recognized and workers
have the right to strike after the concliliafion procedures have been exchanged.
Protection is provided to workers in conformity with the rules prescrikbed by
international labour conventions, particularly with regard to women's and
children's work. The Code provides in particular for maternity leave. Medical
services have been organized in undertakings and workers are partliaily insured

against sickness.

Employment conditions

The Act of 11 April 1946, abolishing compulsory labour in all its forms,
eliminated all practices at wvariance witﬂ the principle of absolute freedom of
work. The revaluation of wages, the inspection of labour conditions and the
improvement of the workers' levels of living have led to the development of a
labour market in which supply and demand operate within the framework of
collective agreements.

The number of wage-esrners was estimated at =bout 375,000 in 1956, The
largest employers were the public service and agriculture, followed by trade, the
building industry and transport. The literal professiong zg yet account for only

a small percentage.

/...
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There is no real unemployrent problem in the Federation. The slackening of
activity in certain sectors has occasionally resulted in unemployment for some
categories of workers. However, as most of the workers are relatively unskilled,
they have extensive opportunities for re-semployment on the local labour market.

In cases of prolonged unemployrent, the workers can always return to their
villages, where the family system still constitutes a strong tie.

Alongside this relatively stable labour force there are migratery workers
engaged in seascnal work. These are chiefly agricultural workers who travel to the
mere developed areas to offer thelr services during the seascn when there is little
zgriculiural work in thelr own aresas. The principal movements are theose of the
navétanes (about 25,000) of Senegal who migrate from the Sudan and North Guinea
during the winter seascn to work on groundnut cultivaticn in Senegal and the
vorkers (about 50,000 per annum) from the neighbouring regions of the Ivory Coast,
especially Upper Volta, who come fto take up employment for a few months on
agricurtural undertakings on the Ivory Coast.

The wethed of fixing wages differs for minimum wages and weges corresponding
to the different categories of skilled work. The clagsificakion of workers and the
minimum rates for differsnt categories are determined bty collective agreements,

The minimum vwage, that of the ordinary lsbourer, is set for each region by an order
of the head of the Territory. Wages are frequently reviged in order to take the

riging cost of living into account.

Humber and classification of wage-earners

1922 1923 1955 1957
Public sector:
Aéministration, public services 114,032 85,598 107,600 109,607
Private sector:
Agriculture, animel husbandry 5%, 318 51,777 64,800 137, 43Y
Foresbry 10, 30k 10,000 8,800 ?
Mining 11,225 6,070 11,700 6,465
Tndustry o, 578 25,534 31,000 31,219
Building, public works 55,363 45,000 ha,800 55, 506
Transpors 25,733 13,901 33,300 U4, 583
Commeérce, banking, liberal
professions 37,589 43,085 52,000 55, 54C
Domestie employment (azpproximate
figures) 24h,072 29,290 20,500 46,818
Miscellaneous - - - 1,210
Total 556,213 310,215 572,500 377,565

/oa.
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Minimum wage rates for unskilled labour
{variable according to territery)

1949 195% 1956
(per day) (per hour) (per hour)

(francs CFA)

Wage zones

Zone No. 1 (towns) ho - 136.0 10.75 - 27.15 18 - 31
Zone No. 2 3L - 119.2 8.50 - 2440 15 - 25.25
Lowest zone 27T = 95,2 .25 - 19.00 10.5 - 19,70

Minimum wage rates fixed Dby collective agreements
(varying according to category)

1948 1953 1955
(francs CFA)

Skilled workers in industry from 19,800 to from 26,200 tc from 26,200 to
(six categories), per month L, 100 68,370 75,465
Junior employees at Dakar, ver from 3,900 to from 6,150 to  from 6,150 to
month 18,072 25,810 29,707
Workers in industries (eight from 13%.5 to from 28.10 to from 31.00 to
categories), per hour 8.5 129.0C 150.00

Workers' and employers' organizations

The development of tTrade unicns, which had come to a standstill during the
war, was resumed after 1944, The Decree of 7 August 194l established trade
unions and confirmed freedom of association under conditions more cr less
identical with those of the metrcpeolitan country. The 1946 Constitution
recognizes the right of nationals of overseas territories to enjoy and exercise
freedom of associlation without distinction as to race, language or religion. The
progress of industrialization in the towns and the entry into force of the Labour
Code promoted considerable progress in the trade union movement and led to a large
increase in the nmumber of unicns. In 1952, before the Code came inte fores, there
were in French West Africa 251 labour unions in the privete gector, with a
membership of €2,070; in 1954 there were 507 workers' trade unions with 113,695
members,

The Act of 15 December 1952, enacting the Labour Code, set up the same
system, with a few slight changes of form, as in the metropolitan country. There

is complete freedom to set up trade unions. A
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The trade unions have become real occupational organizations and are playing
an increasingly izportant part in boch the preparation and the implementation of
labour legislation.

An Act of 27 April 1956, prohibiting any interference by employers in the
trade union activities of wage-earners has increased the freedom of trade unions
and provided further protection of trade union rights. The workers' trade unions
are for the most part grouped in "territorizl unions" affiliated to the three

leading unions of metropolitan France: the Confederaticn générale du travail

(CGT), the largest the Confédération générale du travail-force ouvrigre (CGT-FO),

and the Confédération francaise des traveilleurs chrétiens (CFTC).

Since 1956 there has been an increasingly marked trend on the part of the
trade unions to break away from the influence of the metropolitan unicns with a

view to promoting a specifically African trade union movement.

Number and membership of trade unions

1948 1952 1953 1954
Employers' Unions:
Number 89 100 121 132
Membership 16,000 18, 508 20, k77 cen
Workers’' trade unions:
Public sector: a/ a/ /
Venbership 21, 300 10,707~ 17,558~ 22, 654h=
Private secter:
Number 88 149 250 299
Membership L5 ,000 60,357 78, 458 91,041
g/ Trade unicn members other than civil servants and their trade unions.

Labour Disputes

Prior te 1952, labour dispules were settled as follows: individual disputes
verg submitted to the Inspectorate of Labour, which tried to reccneile the
conflicting interests, If that failed, the dispute was referred either to the
arbitration board or to the court of first insgtance or to the justice of the peace
with extended powers, as appropriate. The Decree of 15 March 1937 provided for the
getilement of collective disputes by compulsory conciliation and arbitration. An
appeal against the decision could be made to 2 labour disputes arbitraticn

commitiee. fous
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The Act of 1952 made an important innovaticn in the establishment of labour
tribunals to replace the former arbitration boards. They are composed of
employers and workers and are under the chairmanship of an overseas magistrate.
Administratively, they come under the head of the Jjudiciary.

The labour tribunals adjudicate individual disputes arising in connexion
with labour contracts, and are also qualified to give rulings on individual
disputes referring to collective agreements. In the case of collective disputes,
the Code has instituted a new method of settlement. At the first stage, the
dispute 1s reported to the Inspectorate of Labour, which taskes action to settle
it. It is then subjected to conciliation procedure and brought before an Advisory
Labour Commission vwhich noteg either the agreement of the parties, which.then
becones mandatory, or their disagreement, as recorded in a gtatement that
conciliation has not been achieved. In the last-named case, the matter is
submitted to an expert, who prepares a report in the form of a recommendaiion,
which, in the absence of opposition, acquires mandatory force in a pericd of
five days.

No strike or lock-oul may be started hefore these procedures have been
commpleted and any such action renders offenders liable Lo penalties which may be

imposed by the Higher Arbitration Court.

Statistics of Labour Disputes

1948 1955 1956
Individual disputes, 3, 4 12,566 6,954
getitled by
Conciliation 3,346 16,805 5,303
Collective disputes 5k 69 69
including
Strikes 20 57 25
Horkers affected ees £9,621 £0, 667
Working days lost e 692, 360 63,083

Vocational training

The proportion of unskilled workers to the number of workers as a whole is
high and in view of the development and industrialization of the Federation, the
administration ﬁas taken steps to spesd up vocational training for the indigenous
inhebitents,

Technical education was reorganized by a general order of 12 November 1947

(See "BEducational Conditions"). !
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Vocaticnal training is algo provided in facteories and workshops. The
technical departments of the national government and of the loeal government

authorities, the railways, the Office du Niger and certain private firms train

apprentices. The provisions of apprenticeship contracte were specified by the
Labour Code in 1952, with a view to protecting spprentices.

In addition to the traditional forms of training, in 19L9, when the first
major capital eguipment pregramme of FIDES was instituted, & new method of
accelerated vocational fTraining was congidered necessary. A survey made by the
Inspectorate cof Labcour led to the establishment of the first experimental centres
for accelerated vocabtlonel training and to the establishment of research groups
to undertake psychological and technical studies.

A Decree of 27 December 1952 standardized the system for all such centres.
Accelerated voecational trzaining operates along two main lines: Tirst, the
establishment of urban centres For training skilled workers; second, the
encouragerent of rural handlcrafts and the training of rural craftsmsn. The
principle features of this method are accelerated training, the active and
specific form of the teaching, the use of tests for the selection of candidates and
the adaptation of methods of instruction.

The principle achievements so far, in addition to the first experimental
centre af Dakar, opened in 1951, are the centres at Conskry in Guinea (1953) at
Ouagadougcou in Upper Volta {1955) Port-Etienne in Mauritania (1955), and Niamey in
the Niger (1956).

Co-operative Sccieties and Community Develcopment

The Sociétés indigenes de Prévoyance (indigenocus provident socleties) (SIP)

vere the first step towards the collective orgenization of agricultural productlcn.
The peasants did not, however, really participzte in these societies. The SIP are
adminigtrative agencies rather than co-operative sccieties,

The Act of 10 September 1947, which laid down the regulations for the
co-operative movement, set in motion a large-scale co-cperative movement,
particularly in Senegal and Dahomey. In 1952 there were 24l agricultural
co-operatives in the entire Federation, 214 of them in Senegal, with 119 consunmers’
co-operatives, fifty-eight producers' co-operatives, cne craftsmen's co-operative,

and one town-planning co-cperative.

/...
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A general order of 24 August 1953 authorized the establiskment of rural
producers' mutual societies. A system of elections provided for popular
reprasentation in these societies. An assembly elected by the customary
community appoints a number of representatives to the administrative
board, whose menmbership also includes technical experts, territorial advisers
and officials. These sccieties, which were intended as an organ to promote and
co-ordinate the co-operative movement, have prcmoted the establishment of a large
numher of agricultural co-cperatives.

The prosecution of efforts in the field of co-operatives, mubtual societies
and agricultural credit meant that the administrative bodies responsible had to be
re-vrganized., To that end, a General Order of 18 February 1954 set up & Federal
Cormittee on co-operative societies, mutual sccieties and agricultursl credit.

The legislation of 1947 has teen redrafted, in the Decree of 2 February 1955
promulgating the Regulations for Co-operative Societies.

Finally, taking into account the close connexion between agricultural credit
and the co-operative movement, the Decrees of 2 February 1955 and 13 November 1956
relating to agricultural credit, provided that the local agriculturzal credit funds

could take the form of co-operatives.

STANDARD CF LIVING

Surveys of consumer habits have been made by the sociological section of

the Tnstitut francais d'Afrique Neoire (IFAN) at Dakar and the anthropological

migsion under the Directorate-General of the Health Service. The surveys are
chiefly concerned with the diet of the indigenous inhabitants, but the fragmentary
résults obtalined have not made it possible yet Lo work out typical family budgets,

The Advisory Labour Commissions have also tried to estimate the needs of the
ordinary unskilled worker with a view to fixing the minimum wage in towns.

This research has revesled an improvement in the standards of living of the
indigenous inhabitaptes particularly in the towns. The Africans in the cities eat
more wheat bread, canned fish and sugar. They make more use of machines and tools
vhich improve living and working ccnditions, such as bieycles, sewing machines,
agricultural implements,etc. The marked increase in imports of such articles,
particularly since 1949, has been due to a large exbtent to their wider distributicn

among Africans. .
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Changes in prices and wages at Dakar
1987 1953 1956

Minimm hourly wage {francs CFA) 6.76 25 29.31
Index {base 1946 = 100) 124 Léo 539
Minimum daily wage (francs CFA) 54.08 184.8 195.2
Index (base 19L6 = 100) 124 L25 Lhg
Family consumption price index

{baze 1946 = 100) 124 284 292

TOWN AND RURAL PLANNING AND HOUSING

The concentraticon of commercial, industrial and administrative services has
led to a mass movement of populafions to the towns. Dakar, which in 1945 had a
population of 130,000 inhabitants, had 3C0,000 by 1956; Abidjan, which in 1945 had
a population of 46,000, had 125,0C0 in 1956. The influx led to an increase in
the nunmbers ceccupying dwellings and then to an extensicn of housing develeopments.

The Gevermment accordingly began by concentrating 211 its rescurces on the
improvement of urban housing. The first priority in its programme Was given to
clearing over-crowded, inganitary quarters in the large cities and to promoting
the censtruction of housing within the Framework of this general slum-clearance
programme,

Attempts to modernize the country areas have chiefly taken the form of
improving the traditional dwellings of the indigenocus inhabitants, through
technical asgistance from the administration and the use of new materials.

A Federal Housing Service was established by an Crder of 10 March 1952. 1In
the larger towns, the executlion of the programme has been entrusted te semi-public
puilding sgocieties with s majority of shares held by the public authorities;
where housing needs are smaller, the work has been taken over by public low-cost
housing offices having legal persconality and financial independence.

The record of achievement for bthe past ten years is as follows:

Between 1946 and 1956 a total of 4,059,169,23C francs CFA (3,97h,971,241
francs CFA Ttebween 195L and 1956) was invested in the provision of basic facilities
to improve health conditions in the large towns. A "sanitetion project” was

carried cut in the large towns. It comprised the construction of a permanent

fon
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refuse disposal system, drains and sewers, and water and electricity supply
systems.

With regard to the construction of housing, two methods have been followed:
developments and housing loans.

The development method iz adopted by the bullding societies and low-cost
housing cffices for the construction of standzrd housing, in large single units or
groups, at a low cost. Between 1946 to 1956 a total of 2,717,190,152 francs CFA
was invested in this way, making possible the constructicn of 7,105.h0using units.

Housing loans, which provides assistance to owners of plots of land wishing
to build, is also very popular with the Africans. Limited at the outset in 1949,

the Crédit immobilier had developed considerably since 1954 and is becoming the

principle form of assistance for housing. Between 1 January 1949 and
31 December 1956, 5,033 loans, representing 1,471,872,613 francs CFA, were
made. \
In the Tederaticn as a whole, 12,138 housing units have been constructed
for an investment of 4,189,062,745 francs CFA, excluding the capital invested
in fthe provision of sewers and similar facilities.
The provision of basic facilities, which is a non-self-liguideting
expenditure, was financed almost exclusively from public funds (general and
local budgets and in particular FIDES). Funds for building were provided chiefly

from loans obtained by the building zgencies from the Caisse centrale de la

France d'outre-mer, the banks, and the reserves of insurance companies.

SOCTAL SECURITY AND WELFARE

A system of family allowances for wage-earners wag instituted on
1 January 1956. Tt includes varicus cash allowances (housing, prenatal, maternity
and family benefits) snd benefits in kind. The scheme is financed by
coptributions from employers and, where necessary, by grants from the local
budget.

With regard to sickness, free medical services are avallable to almost the
entire population. Undertakings alsc provide a specilal system of health

protection to their employees.
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Compensation for, and the prevention of, industrial accidents and diseases
were regulated by a Decree of 2L February 1957, which'mékes the Family Allcwances
Fund, financed by contributions from employers, responsible for administering
insuvrance against such risks.

The reed to co-ordinate the activities of many services both public (health,
inspection of labour, educaticn) and private (Red Cress Missions), in the field of
social assistance led to the organization of = Government Social Service at Dakar
and in the varicus territories of the group: 1in the Ivory Coast in 1950, in the
Sudan in 1953, in Guinea in 1954, ir Dehomey in 1955 and in Upper Volta in 1956.

in 1955 the Ivory Coast Soecial Service, the largest in the Federaticn,
employed five BState-qualified social workers, six locally trained socizsl workers,
six social assistants, fourteen suxiliary scclzal personnel, a domestilc science
instructor, and an educator. The record of the service for 1956 is as follows:
13,208 families visited and their cases followed up, 40,574 home visits, '
17,525 visits to institutions, eighty-eight cases of assistance granted, at a
eost of 3,909,042 francs {FA, together with 1Ll sccial investigations
concerning delinguent mincrs.

Social Centres have been set up in the African quarters of the large towns.
Thesge centres provide the population of the quarter with a number of educational,

scelal and health services under the direction of a sceial worker.

PREVENTICN OF CRIME AND TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS

Pepitentiary organization is governed by an Order of 22 Cctoter 1947 which
deals with personnel, disciﬁline, and health arrangements in prisons.

The principal reforms introduced since that date refer primarily to the
treatment of juvenile delincuency, governed by the Decree of %0 Hovember 1928
promulgated in the Federation by an Order of 28 June 1952, With regard to
procedure; the examining magistrate avolds gentencing minors to impriscmment if
possible. He-education centres have heen get up. There are two in Senegal:
that at Corabane, established in 1957 and that at Hiaming, opened in 1955 under

the direction of an eXpert in re-education from the Metropelitan country. Thers

/...
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has been a ceatre at Dakoro, in the Niger since 1952, and one at Sokuba in the

Sudan sinece 1953,

Guinea, at Dabou

In 1955, centres were openced at Rotuma, near Conakry in

near Abidjan in the Ivory Coast, and at Crodera in the cercle of

Bobe Diculasso in Upper Volta.

The probation system has been gradually coming into application since

gualified soclal
probation by the
a special social
arranging social
Sinece June 1952,

put on prcobation

workers have Leen available, (Convieted persons are put on
court, the decision being subject to review. At Dakar, there is
gervice responsible for supervising offenders on probation and
investigations concerning minors and their Tamily background.
when the system came into effect, 232 minors in Dakar have been

and probation has had Lo be withdrawn in only forty-eight cases.

Crime statisgtics

Number of persons sentenced

1948 1953
Men Women Minors
Principal categories of offence:
Murder, wilful manslaughter &3 9% 2 -
Manslaughter, assault and 13% 120 10 2
batvery
Other crimes 140 209 10 -
Theft and sttempted theft 9,089 10,246 125 205
Wilful assault and batbery 3,556 5,974 358 ol
Other offences 15,656 18,729 ol 186
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Administrative Organization

At the Tederal level the Public Health Departrent was formerly administered
by a Directorate-General at Iskar. At the territorial level there were local
directorates responsible to the Director-General.

In application of the reforms instituted by the lol-cadre of 23 June 1956,
responsibility for the Heslth Service in each territory is now vested in a Minister
of Health to whow the local directorate of the health service is subordinate. In
order to preserve the technical unity of the health seérvices, a Jolnt service
responsible for the control of the principal endemic diseases has been raintained
at the federal level to co-crdinate public health activities of the territories
and. to furnish technical assistance toc the territorial ministers of health.

The general medical assistance gervices are sutordinate to the directorates
of health and provide ncn-~mobile facilities for individual medical treatment. The
facilities include gerneral and secondary hospitals at Pakar and in the principal
towns and medical centres in the medical districts. ‘

A considerable effort has been made to modernize and expand the hospital
services. The network of non-mobile heslth facilities has been strengthened
especially since 1951, with the assistance of funds provided by FIDES and has been
supplied with modern material and equiyment. In addition o the medical assistance
service there is a mobile organization, the Genersl Mobile Health and Freventive
Service (SGHMP), wihlch is responsible for mass preventive medical treatment and
the control of the major tropical. endemic digseases, The service, which was set up
in 1944, has a central directorate, research laboratories and special area units.
Fach ares unit 1s directed by a medical officer and has mobile teams for the
detection, treatwent and control of diseases, hospitalization centres and bush
treatment centres. The area uniis deal with trypancsomiasis, leprosy, malaria,
treponematosls and filariasis and also take part in swallpox and yellow fever
_control operaticns, The territorial Governments place special emphasis on the
mobile health and preventive services which produce good results at minirum cost.

A number of establishments, which are not part of the medical services rroper,
are engaged in medical scientific research and the treatment of diseases (The Tropical

Ophthalmology Institute of French West Africa, the Fasteur Institute at Takar, the

(
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Federal Blood Trensfusion Centre). In addition an African food and nutrition
research organizetion, ORANA, was set up in 1945 and reorganized in 1953.

Numerous measures have beern taken in the fleld of sanitaticn. The sapitation
services in the large towns were reorganized in 1954 and many secondary towns now
also have sanitaticn services which extend their cperations tc rural areas. 3Sewage
and water supply systems have been bullt in nearly all the large towns and a
programme of new senitaticn projects to be carried out in the secondary towns has

been prorosed.

Control of the principal endemic diseases

Malaria continues to be the most important cause of morbidity. ILarge-scale
efforts have been made to control malaria since 1952 by means of sanitation
projects and anti-larvael measures using residual insecticides. These measures
are gsupplemented by chemical prophylactic treatment using synthetic anti-malarizl
drugs. Although the number of cases among the indigencus population has not been
substantially reduced, the mortslity rate is declining sharply.

Trypanosomiasis, which formerly made large areas uninhabitable, is being
brought under control by means of continuing detecticn campaigns and preventive
treatment using lomidine., The infection rates i,e., the rates of new cases
detected to the number of individusls examined, fell from 1,82 in 1939 to 0.19 in
1951 and 0.C09 in 1955.

The anti-sleeping-sickness campaign ia closely associated with the campaign
to control leprosy by mass treatment and detection, Modern drugs, in particulsr,
sulpha drugs, are being used with satisfactory results. _

Anti-smallpox measures are based primarily on vacciration using a smallpox
vaccine or more usually a combined smallpox and yellow fever vaccine. These
measures are closely linked to measures to control yellow fever, The number of
vacclpations increased from 35,715,000 in 1946 to 5,461,902 in 1956. However,
smallpox epidemics still cccur on a small scale,

Yellow fever has been virtually eliminated as a result of the systematic
campaigns carried out since 194L4. The number of vaccinations (single or combined)
increased from 2,407,000 in 1946 to 4,218,000 in 1956. No case of yellow fever has
been reported since 1953.

feoor
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Active measures are being taken To control the treponematoses (syphilis and
yaws) using peniciilin with procaine, Anti-filarissis campaigns were initiated in
1955 with the assistance of FIDES.

In view of the increase of tuberculosis ir the urban centres a twefold programre
was initiched providing for study of the tuberculin test and the ECG vacciration
of the scheol-age population, pricrity being giver to urbern centres when infection
was likely. The number of BCG vaccinabions increased from 56,000 in 1949 to

97,300 in 1955 and 140,000 in 1956,

Materral and child welfare

In the field of maternal and child welfare there has been a substantial
increase in prematal and infant consultaticns. In 194G 171,000 expectant mothers,
507,000 infants under one year and 447,000 children between one and four years
were examined. In 1956, 307,546 expectant mothers, 815,206 infants under one year

and 1,011,811 children between one and four years were examined.

Treining of medical. personnel

The last class of rharmaclsts graduated from the African School of Medicine
and Fharmacoicgy at Lakar in July 1952 and the last class of African thysicians in
July 1953, Since 1950 medical and pharmaceutical students have attended the Takar
Preparatory School of Mediclne and fFharmacclogy where they received the same
training as students in France. They go to France to complete thelr training and
guaiify for the State diploma.

Midwives are trained at Iakar and may qualify for the State diploma in France,

Male and female nurses are trained at a State school established in 1951
which 1s open to Africans and is gualified tc train students for the State
diplomas on the same basis as schools in metropolitan France. Indigenous male
nurses are trained at local nursing schools, one of which, at Bobo Diculasso,

specializes in training male nurses for the mobile health service,
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Budgetasry Expenditure
{(Millions of francs CFA)
1549 195% 1956
Estimates Commitments Original and ccllective
vudget
2,117 4,433 5,300
Capital Fxpenditure (FIDE3)
(Millions of francs CFA)
1946/1953 1953/1956
First plan (actual expenditure) 1,817
Cecond plan (commitments) 1,209 (to 20 February 1950)
Medical and health staff
1948 195% 1956
Fublice Frivate Fublic Private Public ZFrivate
Physicians
State gualification,
foreign qualification 57 ee 205 55 252 e
Local gualificaticn zh3 . 383 2 420 -
Pharmaciste
otate gqualification 1 - 21 3 20 )
Loceal guelifieation 3% - 28 1 25 -
Dental Surgeons
State qualification & - 1L 23 18 22
Local gualification - - - - - -
Midwiveg
State gualification - - LE 9 87 4
Tocal qualification 235 - 259 1 A92 -
Male and Female Murses
State gqualification bl - 237 6 b5 =
Local gualification 2,730 - 3,952 w8 h,250 106
Technical personnel of
the Public Heslth Service 267 - 575 - 005 -
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Institutions
Number Number of beds
1947 1953 1956 14T 1955 1956
General Medical institutions
Hospitals 27 35 13 3,672 L,999  5,k60
Medical centres 152 195 300 2,815 2,836 13,72h
Private institutions 22 28 8z e ves ses
Lreciclized Institutions
Maternity hospitals 192 Do5 204 2,508 3,845 4 LCo
Hospitals Tor ccntagious
diseases 2 6 5 26 59 381
Leprosy 39 36 66 2,923 2,7Ths  L,584
Tuberculcesis ves I 12 .. h 672
Trypanoscmiasis 75 75 76 8,964 k100 2,521
Mental hospitals 9 21 5 56 109 K13

ELUCATIONAL CONDITICHE

The effort tc make educational facilities more widely available has continued
despite the difficulties created by gecgraphical and demographic conditions and
the econcmic resources availgble, Because of the great area and varied
character of the territories and the low population density, the cost of education
is unusually high for areas where econcmic resources are generally small,

The educsticnal programme has concentrated on the fullest possible
expansion of primary education through the establishment of schools and school
groups in order to ralse the aversge educaticnal level of the population; the
rrovision of civiec and sociazl education for adults to supplement primary
educaticn; the expansion of technical education in order to train the skilled
workers and technicisns needed for the industrial development of Africa south of
the Sahara; the training of leaders through seccndary and higher education.

The language of instructicn is French but lccal dialects may be used in
teaching adults. No distinction is made between ethnic groups and all
establishments are open to any African. The curricula are the same as in France,
but the textbocks are adapted to African conditions, Edueation in all public,
Primary and secondary schools and institutions of higher education 1s free.
Scholarships and maintenance grants are awarded to students in secondary schools
and in instibuticns of higher education. Primary education is compulsory in areas

where schooll places are available for all the children,

{aoe
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The enrolment rate, i.e. the number of children attending school as a
percentage of the totsl number of sehool-zge children, has nearly tripled in the
last ten years, In 1947, out of 2,400,000 children of school age, the number
of children attending public and private schools at all levels was 127,600, g
rate of 5.3 per cent. In 1957, 376,500 of the 2,820,000 children of school age
were attending gschools, a rate of 13.4 per cent. OSpecial attention has been paid
to primsry education. The number of primary schocis increased from 915 in 1948

to 2,339 in 1957 and the mumber of classes frem 3,884 in 1951 to 7,772 in 1957.

Administrative crganization

Until 1956 the education service ccmprised a directorate-general at Dakar,
organized as a metrcopolitan académie. The eight territories were grouped in

academic inspectorates under an ingpecteur d!acadeémle who was responsible, under

the governor, for education at all levels in his area.

In spplication of the loi cadre of 23 June 1956, the basic education service
has been organilzed on a territcrisl basis and placed under a minister of
education. Under an order of 26 December 1957 , & Joint service for the group of
territories was established within the Académie of French West Africa to
co-ordinate the territorial educational, cultural and research services. The
Joint serwvice is directed by the rector of the Académie. Measures proposed by
the territorial authorities with & view to adspting curricula to local conditicns
are subject to the rector's approval. He is assisted, a2t the headquarters of
the Académie, by a research council and zn acaddmic couneil and staff, and, in

each of the territories, by an inspecteur d'acadénmie who is head of the

territorial education service. The latter is appointed, in agreement with the
rector, by the head of the territory in council of government on the propossl of

the territorial minister of education.

Organization of the school systen

At the primary level, the primary schceols provide a six-yezr course lezding to
the certificate of primary education.
Cecondary education is provided in lyc€es, classical colléges and shortened

courses with modern colléges. The lycées and classical coiléges teach classical
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and noderin subjects and prepare pupils for both parts of the baccalaureat. The

shortened-course modern cclléges prepare pupils for the lower seccondary certificate

brevet du premier cyele} (fourth vear). The curricula and the final examination
/ i L)

the baccalauresat, are the sawe as in France, The teachers must he sgrdegds or

university gradustes.

Vocational training is provided in institutions at three levels. AL the
first level are the spprenticeship centres which provide pupils who have completed
the primsry scheol course with training leading fto a proficlency certificate

(certifioat dtaptitude professionnelle - CAP) qualifying them as skilled workers,

" providing elementary vocationsl tralning are open to

"Manuzl training scections'
pupils of the middle course. At the next level the technical colleges, which
take puplls ati the secondsry school entrence level, offer ccurses leading to

the indusirial certificate (brevet industriel - FEI) and professionsl certificate

(brcvet professionnel).

Lzastly, the higher technicdl scheools offer a course of general instruction

Wwith emrhasis on mathematics and science leading to the techrnical baccslaurcat.

The higher cducaticnal system, which was Initiated in 1950 with the
establishment at Dakar of aan Institute of Higher Studies asscelated with the
Universities of Faris and Bordeaux, comprised a law schocl, a sclence school, a
school of letters and 2 schocl of medicine. A decree of 24 February 1957 sbolished
the Institute end established the University of Dakar, which ccmprises faculties
of law, letters, scieace, and a national school of medicine and pharmaceutics.
Its regulstions gre the same as Lthose of comparable instibtubions in France and
the teachers zre qualified to teach In French universities.

Expenditure
(Millions of francs CPA)
1049 1953 1956

Total expenditure, under federal and

territorial budgets 1,887 5,955 6,153.5
Capital expenditure (FIIES ®iret plan 1946-195%2  Second plan 1955-19569
Public schools 5,06%.5 1,511 (30 June 1956)
Private schools 352.5 271.5 (30 June 1955)
Total %, L16.0 1,882.5

g/ Actual expenditures.

p/ Cocmmitments. /.
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Sehools
1948 1953 1956
Publi Private Fublic Private Publi Private
752 163 1,129 433 1,671 708
L3 - 49 21 Lo o6
14 - o0 g2 Bs)
- - in - L -
Pupils
1948 195% 1956
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
17,126 15,211 135,073 3k,072 187,600 58,7C0
20,5k7 8,208 53,559 17,143 82,600 27,900
37,675 23,519 188,632 51,715 270,2C0 86,600
3,567 1,165 6,786 1,600 8,976 2,u8h
- - 1,hbe7 GO 2,51k 1,174
3,547 1,165 8,213 2,505 11,250 3,658
1,671 - 2,232 292 L,6357 $05
- - 162 - 597 905
1,631 - 2,500 292 5,18 1,810
‘e . 217 56 Lg3 &7
Scholarships
148 1951 1957
(in France) (in France) (in France)
720 350 3,852 276 8,072 30k
120 120 691 228 1,666 18z
164 164 20k 171 g%l 695

Cultural Institutions

the library of the Institut Francals a'Afrigque noire, which in 1957 had =

collection of 33,000 velumes, 2,500 periodicals and 1,500 maps,

Dakar has approximately ten specialized libraries.

The most important is still

In addition,

Most of the chief towns and

) the urben centres have libraries with collections of 2,000 to 10,000 volumes.

!
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The "eculiural centres” established since 1G53 with a view to facilitating the
training of indigencus leaders are proving increasingly successful. There were
twenty-eight culturzl centres at the beginning of 1954, ninety-eight in 1955, and
157 in 1956, PRetween 195% and 1956, 259 million franes CFA were appropriated

under the general budget for the establisiment of cultural centres which have

been opened in many of the postes, cercles and chief towns of the varicus

teryitories.

Mass Comunications

Public informaticn is provided by the federal and terriborisl information
services and through the Press and the broadcasting service.

The Federal Information Office has press and photographic sections and a
film iibrary. It participates in the operation of the local broadcasting
services and is respcunsible for providing the public with informaticn by means
of broadcasting, the c¢inema, and the organization of lectures., Its activities
are supplemented by those of the territorial informabion services.

The circulation of newspapers and pericdicals is essenbially lccal, because
of the great area of the Federation, the lack of rapid means of transport and the
absence of a large reading public cutside the major urban centres. The
territorial newspapers are generslly concentrated in the territorial capitals.
Apart Crom two dalily newspepers and three veekly pericdicals, the largest of which
has a circulation of 18,000, the newspapers and pericdieals have circulations of
not more than 1,500. All these publicabions are in French.

With regard to broadcasting, an effort has been made, especially since 1952,
to expand the existing facilities and to establish new stations. The federsl
statlon at Dakar broadeasts daily programmes in French and in local languages.
The facilities of the Abidjan station (Ivory Coast) has alsoc been expanded and the
mter of hours of broadezsting has been increased. Since 1952 Radic Abidjsn has
transmitted more than 125 hours a month. New transmitting stations were opened
at Cotonou (Dahomey) in 1952, Conakry (Guinea) in 1954 and Saint-Louis (Senegal)
in 1956,

-





