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1. At its 678th p1enary meeting on 17 September 1957, the General Assembl.y, in 

accordance with rule 28 of its rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials 

Committee for -its tweJ.fth session consisting of the fo11o1dng Member States: 

Burma, Canada, Ice1a.nd, Liberia, Nicaragua, Panama, Union of Soviet Socialist 

RepubUcs, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire1a.nd, United States of 

America. 

2. Th_e Credentie.J.s Colllllli ttee met on 6 December 1957. 

3. Mr .• Thor Thora· (Ice1and) was une.nimousl.y e1ected Chairman of the Collllllittee. 

4. The representative of the United States introduced a motion "that the 

Collllllittee take no decision regarding the credentia1s submitted on behalf of the 

re:presentati ves of Hungary". He stated that the Credentials Colllllli ttee, at the 

e1eventh session of the AssembJ.y, had adopted a similar motion and that the 

Assembly, at ita 677th p1enary meeting, on 14 September 1957, had adopted a 

reso1ution which, inter alia, found that: "The present Hungarian regime has been 

imposed on the Hungarian people by the armed intervention of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist RepubUcs" ;Y he· added that there had been no action since by the 

Hungarian authorities or by the USSR to justify any different judgement, 

5. The representative of the United Kingdom stated that he wouJ.d support the 

motion submitted by the representative of the United States, since the misgivings 

regarding the representative character of the Hungarian authorities had been 

strengthened by the report of the Specie.J. Committee on the Prob1em of Hungary. 

I) Reso1ution 1133 (XI), para, 4 (b), 
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6, The representative of the USSR stated th"t there was no reason to raise the 

~uestion of the validity of the credehu~als issued by the laWful Government of the 

Hungarian People's Republic in accordance with its constitution and the relevant 

provisions of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, He added that 

States which ·rc, :_ "f'L.,sored and supported the motion tending to cast doubts on the 

crede:ntial.s "hat Government were among those which maintained diplomatic 

relations with it, 

7. The representative of Panama supported the motion submitted by the 

representative of the United States, no changes having occurred in the situation 

in Hungary since the previous decision taken by the Credentials Committee on the 

same subject, 

8. The representative of Burma stated that, in the absence of concrete evidence 

on whether or not the present Government of Hungary had a representative character, 

he would abstain in the voting on the United States motion, 

9, The representative of Canada stated that he would support the motion, since 

he entertained serious doubts regarding the right of the present Hungarian 

Government to represent the people of Hungary, 

10, The representative of Liberia stated that he would abstain in the voting on 

the motion, which raised such a serious issue; this motion having been submitted 

during the meeting, he was unable to contact his Government, 

11, The representative of the United States e~lained that the motion was not to 

be considered as an' approval or a disapproval of the credentials of the 

representatives of Hungary, but simply meant that, in view of the doubts 

entertained by many concerning the representative character of the Hungarian 

Government, the Committee would take no definitive action either in favour of or 

against those credentials, 

12, The United States motion was adopted by 6 votes to l,with 2 abstentions, 

13, The representative of the USSR introduced a draft resolution providing that 

the credentials of the representatives of the Government of the Republic of China 

should not be recognized as valid since these credentials. did not conform to 

rule 27 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 

14, The Chairman, basing himself on the resolution adopted by the General Assembly 

at its 686th plenary meeting on 24 september 1957 (A/RES/1135 (XII)), ruled that 

the USSR draft resolution was out of order, since the Assembly had already taken 

a decision on this matter for the present session, 

; ... 
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15, The representative of the USSR, in challenging the ruling of the Chairman, 

stated that, notwithstanding the resolution adopted by the Assembly, it was the 

duty of the Credentials. Committee to examine the validity· of the credentials 

submitted to it, and that it should not recognize as valid. the credentials of the 

representatives of the Government of the Republic of China, 

16, The representative of the United States su;pported the ruling of the Chairman, 

as a decision had already been made by the General Assembly in connexion with the 

representation of China. 

17. The representative of Burma recalled that his delegation had opposed the 

adoption of resolution 1135 (XII), He supported the views expressed by the 

representative of the USSR, as he did not recognize as valid the credentials of 

th.e representatives of the Government of the Republic of China, 

18, The representative of Panama recalled that the question of the representation 

of China had been fully discussed both in the General Committee and in the plenary 

meeting of the General Assembly before the adoption of resolution 1135 (XII) and 

that no events had occurred since then to warrant any departure from the Assembly's 

decision, 

19, The representative of Canada associated himself with the remarks of the 
I 

representative of Panama, He stated further that it would be improper for the 

Committee to take any action not in accordance with resolution 1135 (XII), 

20, The Chairman's ruling was upheld by 6 votes to 2, The Chairman. did not 

participate in the voting, 

21, A proposal was submitted by the Chairman that, subject to the decision 

relating to Hungary, the Credentials Committee should find the credentials of 

all representatives in order and recommend that the General Assembly approve its 

report, 

22, This proposal was a_dopted unanimously. 

23. The representative of the USSR stated that his vote in favour of the report 

of the Credentials Committee should not be interpreted as a modification of his 

previous position against the validity of the credentials of the representatives 

of the Government of the Republic of China, and in favour of the validity of 

the credentials of the representatives of the Government of the Hungarian People's 

Republic, 

; ... 
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24, The Credentials Committee recommends that the General Assembly adopt the 
following resolution: 

Credentials of Representatives to the Twelfth Session 
of the General Assembly 

The General Assembly 

ApProves the report of the Credentials Committee, 

-----




