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1. The Secretary .. General., in accordance with :r·ule 13 (g) of the l'Ules of Procedure 

of the Genere,l Assembly, has the honour to propose the inclusion in the provisions.l 

agenda of the elev·enth :regula.r session of the General Assembly of the following 

item: 

Election of a United Nations High Commissioner for 
HE)f'ugees to :r11i the vacancy caused by the death of 
Dr. G w J • V un I!euv·en Goedhart. 

2. Chapter III., paragraph 13, of' the StatnteY of the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees prov:i.des that the High Comm:i.ssioner shall be elected 

by the General Assembly on the nomination of' the Secretary-General. Such 

nomination will be made in due course, in accordance with the provisions of this 

para.graph. 

,. Under the Statute, the appointment o:f' a High Commissioner was made for a 

period of three years from 1 January 1951, By resolution 727 (VIII) of 

23 October 1953, the General Assembly decid.ed to continue the Off'ice of the High 

Commissioner :i:'01:· a period of f'i ve years from 1 January 195h. and that the High 

Commissioner should bfJ elected for th:f.s period. The late Dr. G.J, Van Reuven 

Geed.hart who was the High Cof;llll:i.ssioner for the first period of 'three years was 

elected in accordance with this resolution for the second period of five years 

eX}?iring on 31 December 1958. In the same resolution the General Assembly also 
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decided to review, not later 'than at the twelfth regular session of the Assembly, 

the arrangements for the Office of the High Commissioner with a view to determining 

whether the Office should be coutim.tecl beyond 31 December 1958, 

lt., The Statute and resolut:I.on 727 (VIII) provided that ra. De:puty High Cozmnissioner 

of a. nationality other tho.n that of the High Commissioner should be appointed. 

Pencling action to be taken by the General Assembly in res:pect of' 'the Vf.tcancy caused 

by the death of Dr. G.J". Van Heuven Goedhe.rt (Netherland.a), Mr, James M, Reed. 

(United States of America), Deputy High Commissior.1.er .appoiuted in accordance with 

these provisions, is e:x:erciai.ng the functicns nt1d discha.rg:f.ng the duties of the 

High Conunissioner. 
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