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1. Item 13 of the agenda of the tenth session of the General Assembly (report of 

the Trusteeship Council)l/ was referred to the Fourth Committee by the General 

Assembly at its 530th plenary meeting on 30 September 1955. 

2, At its 47lst meeting, the Ccmmittee acceded to the request n:ade by the Observer 

Italy to the United Nations, as the representative of the Administering Authority 

for Somaliland under Italian Administration, to be allowed to participate in the 

Committee's work during the examination of the report of the Trusteeship Council. 

3. The report of the Council was introduced by the representative of the 

United States, on behalf of the President of the Trusteeship Council, 

Mr. Mason Sears, at the 5llth meeting, and the general debate on the report was 

held from the 513th to the )18th meeting. 

4. Prior to the general debate, the Committee considered a proposal for the 

establishment of procedures for the acceptance and examination of petitions and 

a proposal for the establishment of a sub-committee on the attainment by the 

Trust Territories of the objective of self-government or independence. The 

Committee also considered a number of requests for hearings from petitioners 

concerning Somaliland under Italian Administration and the Cameroons under French 

Administration. 

for 

5. After the general debate, three draft resolutions on the attainment by Trust 

Territories of the objective of self-government or independence, the question of 

the frontier between Somaliland under Italian Administration and Ethiopia, and the 

report of the Trusteeship Council respectively were submitted to the Committee. 
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6, T):le questions considered by the Committee come under the following headings: 

A. Procedures for the acceptance and examination of petitions by the 

Fourth Committee; 

B., Requests for hearings , ooncerning Somaliland under Italian Administration; 

c. Requests for hearings concerning the Cameroons under Frenoh 

Administration; 

D. Attainment by the Trust Territories of the objective of self-government 

or independence; 

E. Question of the frontier between the Trust Territory of Somaliland under 

Italian Administration and Ethiopia; 

F, Report of the Trusteeship Council, 

7• A detailed account of the Committee's co~sideration of these questions is 

set forth in section A to F below, 

L__ ____________________________________________________________________________________ __ 
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fl.• PROCEDURES FbR TRE ACCEPTANCE AND EX.AMJ1lATT' . - ' ; PETITIONS 
BY TEE FOURTH COMMITTEE 

; 

8. At the. 476th meeting~ tsrael submitted a draft resolution (Ajc.4jL.390) 

proposing that the Committee should decide to establish a sub-committee composed 

of (five) members to stUdy the advisability of establishing procedures for the 

acceptance ~nd examination of petitions by the Fourth Committee~ and to present 

if possible; its report and tecommends.tions to the Committee not later than 

l December l-955. 

9. The Committee considered the draft resolution at its 489th and 490th ~eetings. 

10. At the, latter meeting~· the representative of the United States orally 

proposed that the third preambular paragraph should be amended to read as follows: 

"Considering that the acceptance and examination of petitions has been conducted 

without any' established procedures". The sponsor accepted this amendment and also 

withdrew the fourth preambu)..ar paragraph. 

11. At the same ~eeting, the draft resolution, as amended, was voted upon and 

rejected by 26 votes to 15, ,with9 abstentions. 

B. REQUESTS FOR HEARING8 CONCERNING SOMALILAND UNDER 
ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION 

12. A request for a hearin,g concerning Somaliland under Italian Administration was 

re~::eived from the Somali Yoi.tth League, (A/C.4/302). 

13. ~he Committee also received a request from the Committee of the. Ogaden 

Refuge~s (Comitate dei Profpghi degli Interessi Somalia Ogaden) (A/C.4/315) that 

the rJpresentative of
1

the Somali Youth League be authorized to speak on their 

behalf. 

14. j The Committee considered and voted upon the request of the Somali Youth 

Leigue at its 47lst meeting, 

l~e· The request was granted in a roll-call vote of 51 to 2, with 3 abstentions. 

Jh' voting was as follows: 

' 
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In favour: 

Against: 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian 

Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, 

Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq_, Israel, Lebanon, 

Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, NorWaY,,. Pakistan, 

Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, 

Thailand, TUrkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 

South Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 

States of America,. Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium. 

Canada, Netherlapds, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland. 

16. Mr. Abdirazak Haji Hussen, representative of the Somali Youth League, 

accordingly made a statement (A/C.4/319) at the 513th meeting, and questions 1-rere 

put to him by members of the Committee at· that meeting and at the 515th rreeting. 

17. Subsequently, Mr. Hussen requested to be allowed to make a further statement 

before the Committee (A/C.4/326). At its 544th meeting, the Committee granted this 

request 1-rithout objection. 

18. Mr. Hussen accordingly made a furthe~ statement at the. 548th meeting and 

replied to questions put to him by members of the Committee. 

19. The communication from the Committee of the Ogaden Refugee~ was considered 

by the Committee at its l1.99th, 509th and 510th meetings. 

20. At the 499th meeting, the Chairman informed the Committee that a communication 

from the organization had been received. After discussion as to whether or not 

pertinent sections of the communication should be circulated, the Committee decided, 

by 42 votes to none, 1-rith 10 abstentions, to ask the Committee Secretary to make 

certain inquiries concerning the organization and to postpone further discussion 

u.~til this information was before it. 

21. At the 509th meeting, after having received this information, the Committee, 

in a roll-call vote of 12 to 8, with 30 abstentions, decided that pertinent sections 

of the communication should be circulated. The voting was as follows: 
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Brazil, ~hila, Colombia, Costa Rica) Cuba, Egypt, El Salvador, 

Lebanon,I;Mexico, Syria, United Stattils of America, Yemen. 
• I 

Afghanistan, Burma, China, Denmark,.Ethiopia, Indonesia, Turkey, 

Yugoslavia. 

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Canada, Czechos~ovakia, Dominican Republic, 

Ecuador,. 1 Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Nonray, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, 

Philipp'ipes, Poland, Sweden, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialis;t Republic, Union of Soviet: Socialist Republics, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, 

Venezuela. 

22. At the 510th meeting, tpe Committee rejected the reqUest of the Committee 

of the Ogaden Refugees that ~he representative of the Spmali Youth League should 

be allowed to speak on their .. behalf in a roll-call vote·, of 15 to none, with 

26 abstentions. The votin~ ¥as as follows: 

In favour: None. 

Against.: Belgium~. Burma, China, Denmark, Do~nican Republic, Ethiopia, 

Indonesia, Mexico, Netherlands, No~<ay, Sweden, Turkey, 

United States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
I 

Abstaining: Argentirl:a, Australia, Bolivia, Bra2'1il, Byelorussian Soviet 

Sociali~t Republic, Canada, Chile, ·Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, 

Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, New Zealand, 

PakistaJ:l, Philippines, Poland, Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian 

Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Yemen. 

C • REQUESTS FOR HEARINGS CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER 
FRENCH ADMINISTRATION 

23. Requests for hearings concerning'the Cameroons under French Administration 

were received from the political section of Union des Populations du Cameroun, the 
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Executive Committee of the Jeunesse d~mocratique du Cameroun and the political 

sect_ion of :the Central Board of the Union d6mocratique des Ferrmes Camerounaises 

(A/C.4/302). 

24. The requests were granted at the ~-7lst meeting in a roll-call vote of 36 to 

11, with 9 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 

Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, 

Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, 

Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 

Syria, Thailand, Ulcrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yeman, 

Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Norway, s-~reden, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, 

Abstaining: Brazil, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Nicaragua, 

Panama, Peru, Turkey. 

25. Subsequently, further communications (A/C.4/306 and Adds. 1 to 5) were 

received from these organizations. In these communications, the petitioners asked 

the United Nations for assistance in obtaining travel documents to proceed to 

Ne1oJ York. 

26. At the SlOth meeting, Liberia submitted a draft resolution (A/C.4/L.414/Rev.l) 

proposing that the Secretary-General should examine what measures could be taken 

to enable such petitioners to appear before the Fourth Committee of the General 
Assembly. 

27. At its SlOth meeting, the Committee considered and adopted the draft resolution 

by 30 votes to 8, with 6 abstentions. 

L___ __________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

II 
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D. A'ITAINMENT BY THE TI.i.UST TERRITORIES Oll' THE OBJECTIVE OF 
: SELF-GOVERNMENT OR INDEPENDENCE 
': ' I 

28. At the 472nd meeting; El Salvador submitted a draft resolution (A/c.4/L.389) 

concernine:; the attainment.of self-government or independence by the Trust 

Territories whereby the Committee would decide to establish a sub-committee 
' 

. consisting of (five membe~s) which should, on the baE!is of all relevant official 
1: • 

informati6n available to :t;t and in the light of the provisions of General Assembly 
f: ' 

resolutions 558 (VI), 752 (VIII) and 858 (IX), prepare a report describing the 

factual situation in the Trust. Territories and submit it to the Fourth Committee 

not later than 1 November.1955. 

29. The Committee consi~red the draft resolution at the 472nd and 500th meetings. 

3(). At the latter meeting, the representative of El 'salvador ~rithdrew the dTaft 

resolution, with the re~~st hOWever, that the documents of the. Trusteeship Council 

relating to the ~uestion (T/L.579 and Add.l, L.591, ]',.609 and L.617) should be 

available. to the CommitteE!. The ColLIIlittee agreed, without objection, to this 

pr0cedure. 

31. At the 518th meeting, Ei Salvador, Indonesia and Liberia submitted a draft 

resolutlon (A/C.4/L.420) ·whereby the General Assembly would: (1) draw the 

attention of the Trusteeship Council to the importanee which it continued to 

attach to this ~uestion; 1 (2) re~uest the Council to ensure that the procedure 

devised by it for dealing in future with this ~uestit;>n would enable it to comply 

fully with the terms of G(lneral ASsembly resolutions 558 (VI), 752 (VIII) and 

858 (IX) and accordingly to include in its next and succeeding reports to the 

General Assembly a separate section containing the ipformation indicated in those 

resolutions and the concl~sions and recommendations of the Council thereon. 

32. At i.j;s 519th meeting the Committee conside.red and adopted the draft 
. . 

resolutio~ by 34 votes to. 7, with 5 abstentions. 

33. The ilraft resolution. is reproduced at the end of the pr<isent report as 

draft resolution I. 
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E. QUESTION OF THE FRONTIER BETWEEN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF 
SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION AND ETHIOPIA 

3~-. At the 540th meeting, Colombia, Greece,. Mexico, the United States and 

Yugoslavia submitted a draft resolution (A/C.4/L.4;o) which was considered by the 

Committee at its.548th and 549th·meetings. 

35. At the 548~h meeting, the sponsors submitted a revised text of the draft 

resolution (A/C.4/L.430/Rev.l) whereby the General Assembly would (l) recommend 

that the Governments of Italy and Ethiopia expedite their current direct 

negotations so that the frontier question might be settled as soon as possible 

and (2) request the Governments of Ethiopia and Italy to report on the progress of 

these direct negotations to the General Assembly at its eleventh session. 

)6. At the same meeting, Syria submitted an amendment (A/C.4/L.434) to the 

draft resolution which 1muld add at, the end of operative paragraph 1 the. following 

words: "preferably before the eleventh session of the General Assembly". 

· 37. At the 549th meeting, the representative of Lebanon proposed an oral 

amendment which 1·rould add as the last paragraph of the preamble of the draft 

resolution the following: "Taking note also of the statements of the representative 

of the Admi.nistering Authority and of Ethiopia before the Fourth Committee that 

the negotiat.ions for the delimitation of the frontier will be concluded as early 

as possible". After hearing the explanations given by the sponsors of the draft 

resolution hmrever, the representative of Lebanon withdre;r his amendment. 

)8. At the same. meeting, the Committee voted upon the draft resolution 

(A/C.4/L.430/Rev.l) and the Syrian amendment thereto (A/c.4/L.434). The result of 

the vote was as follows: 

The first, second and third paragraphs of the preamble were adopted by 

47 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, 

The fourth paragraph of the preamble was adopted by a roll-call vote of 28 to 

1, .1<ith 20 abstenti'ons, The voting was as follows: 

1 
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In favour: 

Against: 

Abstaining: 
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Saudi Arapia, Argentina, B,yelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, 

Egypt, El,Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iran, Iraq, 

I8rael, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Syria, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

RepublicsjUriited States of America, ~enezuela, Yemen, 

Yugoslavia. 

Ethiopia. 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, 

China, Denmark, Dominican Republic, France, India, Netherlands, 

New Zealand, Nor>ray, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

The fifth, sixth and seventh pa_ragraphs of the preamble ;rere adopted by 

47 votes to none, with 2 abstentions. 

The Syrian amepdment to operative paragraph 1 was adopted by 15 votes to 12, 

>ri th 19 abstentions. 

Operative. paragraph 1 as amended 1-'aS adopted by 30 votes to 1, with 

l. 7 abstentions. 

Operativ~ paragraph 2 was adopted by 46 votes to none, with 3 abstentions. 

The draft resolution as a whole as amended 1;as adopted by 36 votes to one, 

with 12 absentions. 

39. The draf~ resolution is reproduced at the end of the present report as draft 

resolution II, 

F. BEFORT OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

4o. At the 5i7th meeting, Chile submitted a draft resolution (A/C.4/L.419) whereby 

the General Asse:rilbly ;rould: ( 1) take note of the report of the Trusteeship Council 

covering the period from 17 July 1954 to 22 July 1955; (2) recommend that the 

Trusteeship Council, in its future deliberations, take into account the comments 

and suggestions made in the course of the discussions of its report at the tenth 

session of the General Assembly. 
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41 .• The Coremittee considered the draft res~lution at its 519th and 549th meetings. 

42. At the latter meeting the draft resol~tion was adopted by 44 votes to none, 

with 5 abstentions. 

43. The draft. resolution is reproduced at the end of the present report as draft 

resolution III. 

* 
* * 

44. The Committee accordingly recommends that the General Assembly adopt the 

following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

NITAIN.MENT BY TEE TRUST TERRITORIES OF THE OBJECTIVE OF 
SELF-GOVERNMENT OR INDEPENDENCE 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that by its resolutions 558 (VI) of 18 January 1952, 752 (VIII) of 

9 December 1953 and 858 (IX) of 14 December 1954 it invited the Administering 

Authority of each Trust Territory other than Somaliland under Italian Administrati 

to include in each annual report information concerning measures taken or 

contemplated towards self-government or independence and estimates of the periods 

of time required for such measures, and requested the Trusteeship Council to 

include in each of its reports to ·the General Assembly a separate section dealing 

with the subject and stating in each case its conclusions and recommendations. 

Noting with regret the omission from the ~eport of the Council covering the 

period from 17 July 195tf to 22 July 1955 of the separate section envisaged by the 

above-mentioned resolutions, 

Noting further the decision of the Council in this matter to instruct each 

of its drafting committees on the annual reports concerned, beginning from its 

seventeenth session, to prepare .in the course of its regular functions and in 

the light of General Assembly resolutions 752 (VIII) and 858 (IX) appropriate dra~ 

conclusions and recommendations concerning tl:J.e question of the attainment by the 

Territory of self-government or independence, 
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l. ]Draws the attent'ion of the Trusteeship . Council to the importance which 

it continues to attach to this question; 

2. ·:Requests the Cmmcil to ensure that the procedure devised by it for 

dealing in future lfith th~,l'l question 'ITill enable jt to comply fully 'llith the terms 

of the resolutions concerned and accordingly to include in its next and succeeding 
' 

reports tq tb,e General Ass,emhly a separate section containing the information 
' ,' .' "'. :, ' I 

'indi¢ated in th.ose resolutions and the conclusions arid recommendations of the 

Council thereon. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

QUESTION OF TRE FEONT:i:ER BE'tHEEN TRE 'ffiUST TERRITORY OF SOMALILAND 
UNDER ITALIAN ADM!NIS'ffiATION AND ETHIOPIA 

The General Assembly, 
' Recalling its resolution 392 (V) of 15 December 1950, recommending that 

the portion of the boundary bet'lleen the Trust Territory of Somaliland and 

Ethiopia ~ot already delimited by int~rnational agreement be delimited by bilateral 
i 

negotiations bet'lleen the Ethiopian Government and the Administering Authority, 

Reca,lling further its resolution 85lf (IX) of ll.Ji December 1954, in Which the 
: 

Governments of Ethiopia ahd Italy were urged to exerit their utmost efforts to 

achieve a final settleme:dt of the frontier questiop py direct negotiations, 

Hav:l:bg noted the enq,ouraging views expressed during its tenth session by the 

representatives of the Governments of Ethiopia and ttaly, 

Havj,ng heard the st,..tements of the representative of the Somali Youth League 

to the Fourth Committee, 

Considering the progress made in the discussions between the Governments of 

the bm countries since July 1955, 

Confident in the goqd faith and willingness of':the two Governn;ents to pursue 
' vigoroulsy direct negotiations for an early delimitation of the frontier, 

Mindful of the patent urgency of establishing a delimitation of the frontier 

between Ethiopia and the, Trust Territory as soon as possible, 
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1. Recommends that the Governments of Italy and Ethiopia e~edite their current 

direct negotiations so that the frontier question may be settled as soon as possible 

preferably before the eleventh session of the General Assembly; 

2. Requests the Governments of Ethiopia and Italy to report on the progress of 

these direct r:egotiations to the General Assembly at its eleventll session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

BEFORT OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL COVERING THE PERIOD FROM 
17 July 1954 to 22 July 1955 

The General Assembly, 

1. Takes note. of the reportl/ of the Trusteeship Council covering tile period from 

17 July 1954 to 22 July 1955; 

2. Recommends 'that the Trusteeship Council, jn its future deliberations, take 

into account the comments and suggestions made in the course of the discussions 

of its report at the tenth session of the General Assembly. 

ll see Official Records of the General Assembly, tenth session, supplement No. 4, 
document A/2933· 




