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1. In accordence with the allocution of agends ltens approved by the General
Asgembly at its 34end plenery meeting on 13 Noverber 1951, the Filfth Ocmmlttee, on
17 Januvary 1952, considered the guestlon of the permanent Headquarters of ‘the
United Nations. , _

2. For thls purpose the. comitt'ae' hai befors 1t document A/1895 su"pmitfea by the
Secrstary-Gensral purswant to Ganéfal Asgermbly resolution 461 (V) adopted on

12 December 1950, under wﬁich the Secretary-General was requested to report on the
progress of conatruction of the Headquarters, and to submit tentative plans and
methods of financing the comstruction of a delegaticn build¢ng. In khis report the
Secretary-General tranamitted uhe conclusions reachsd by & sub-commlttes of the

Hondquarters Advisory Comittes to the effect that any archltectural plannlng

relating to the comstruction of a delegation building which involved the
expenditure of any sizeabls amount of funds would not be Juatified under.existing
G*rcumﬂtances, and that further planning for such a building should therefors be
postponed for the time being.. Thes Secretary-General aleo presented for the
Cormittee 's consideration, a draft resoclution. taking note of hils report, continulng
the Headquarters Advisory Cormittee %ith the existing memberéhip and fequssting him
te report to the Genmeral Assembly at its seventh session on the progress of '

Headquarters congtructlon.

. /3. The Fifth
P/52-623 Af2106



512106
Pags 2

3. .The Fifth Committes almo reqeiwed frnm the Secrstary-General h,aupplementarx
report (A/lﬁ95/Ad& 1) containing an’ erinlysls end Justification of the increased
oxpenditure beyond that for which provision had initislly been mede snd vhich, in
-hig opinion@-wouid-be‘necesaary for the completion of the plamning, construction
;Egé;fﬂzpiﬁgigggof the permencnt Headquerters, It was feported by the Seoretary-
General thet, in spite of sdjustments in plens. end, in pome instences, the‘
substltution of cheeper materisls, 1t had not proved poasible o ahsorb altogether
the considerable increase in‘congprgction.gqsﬁq-that had occurred since 1947, and
particulerly since Jamuary 1949 when the construstion brogramme vas being
aggolerated and the mejor ccntracts ware being negotlated. In the Llight of
prevailing conditions, he thersfore sstimated that total requirements would amount
to $68,000,000, or $3,000;000 in excess.of the figure approved by the General
Agsenmbly in resolution 182 (IT) of 20 Novembsr 1947. In these cilrcumgtanoces,
the -Becretary-General proposed. thaet this anticipated deficit should he financed
ag follows:

(e) That $1,000,000 be votod as & supplemental budget 1tem;

() That suthorizetion bs given to draw upon the Working Capltal Fund, as

‘reguired, in & total amount not excesding $2,000,000,
' The Commititee noted that the Heoedquarters Advisory Commities had-considered
the supplemontary report of the Secretary-General and hed adopted, by 13 votes to
2, the following resolution:

"The Headdquarters Advisory Committes,

"Having heard the feports of the Secretary-Genersl and the Dirsctor of Plannin
on the progress of donstruction of the permanent Heedquarters and on the financisl

agpects of such consbruction,
- "Congidering the shortages of lebour =nd material and the rapid increase
of building costs since the commencement.of. congtruction,

"l. Expresses ite satisfaction with the progress of comstruction end with
the efforts of the Secretary-Gsneral to effect economies, ressulting in a final
total cost which will represent & relatlively small increase above the original
estimate of 19LT; o

"2, Endorses the request of the Secretary-Gemeral for authorization to make
eny necessary additional expenditure not exceeding $3,000,000 to complete the
permenent Headquarters",
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D+ The Secretery-Ge.eral's-request wes reviewed also by the Advisory Committee
on Administretive end Budgetery Questions, which, in its twelfth report of 1932
(4/2065) recormsnded the provision of $1,000,000 undsr & separate new section of
the 1952 budget, together with & correpponding reduction in the appropriation
approved under section 33, end that, in mddition, the Becretary-General should be
authorized to advance from the Working, Capital Fund amounts not exceeding
$2,000,000 in total. ‘ |

6, The Fifth Committes, in 1te consideration of ﬁhe Secretary-Generalls
proposal, tock note of the assursnces given on his hehalf to the effect that the
amount of $3,000,700 requested represented a final and maximum figure of the
additlonal financisl outlay under the Headgquarters construchion programme, and
that the proposed edvences from the Working Cepltel Fund would, on present showiny
be made during a twelve-month beriod rnning from July 1952.

7. Concern was expressed by several delegetions as to the possibility of the
Orgenizetion's finencial stability being endangered by additional inrosds on the
Working Cepital Fund. Fear was also expressed that, in the event of obligatiocns
entered into under the smthorizetion requested having to be met during the sarly
part of 1953 when the state of the Working Capital Fund was expected to be
aorevhat critical, ths Gensrel Assembly might find 1tself faced with a further
request for an increase in the lze of the Fund. 1In reply to these cbservations
the Assilstent Secretary-General for Administrative and Finaenclal Services stated
-that by 1953 certaln surpluses would doubtless have been pald into the Working
Capital Fund, in additlon to which certain advahces would have been repaild. The
proposal under conglderation, moreovér, had besn taksn into account In the genhera.
appralsal of the situation glven earller to the Committse when the question of th:
emount of the Working Cepital Fund was under discussion. The sxtent to which, In
the course of 1952 and 1953, the position of the Fund mipght become difficult woul(
depend primarily on arreers in the payment of the contritutions of Member Staetes.
The Secretary-Genersl was of the opinlcon that his proposal to advence from the
Fund additlonel smounts needed for completing the pesrmanent Heedquerters did not
involve any excessive risks, nor was 1t likely to oreete a critical sltuation &0
far as the Working Capltsl Fund was concerned.

8. The representative of the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics cxpressed the
opinion that Member States hed no proper financiel control over the Headquarters
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conptruetion programme Tha informetion before the Commlttes indicated thet the
ccneiderable funds glaced at the diepoael of the responsible officials concorned
had‘been.axtravagantly ex@ende&‘With the reeult that fnrﬁher e@propriatione
amounting to approxlmemely 5 per cenn of the originel budget Vore now being gought.
‘Accordingly, he propoeed that the Heedgnarcere Advisory Commlties be invited o
'reviee the plane for the uncomplete& conetruction projecte with a view “to thelr
eimpllfication end reduction in coet and that, in addition, the Secretariat be
reqneeteﬁ to undertake negotiatione with the United States Government for a
further loan on the eame terms ae the original loen of $65,000,000.
9. A number of other delegetione expreeeed ‘the vlew thatb, building cogts 1n the
New York aree having rieen by an everage of 19.k4 por cent since the approval of
the plane for the permanent Heedquartere in.Decemmer 1947, it wae not surprising
that the original appropriation had proved inadequate. The fact thet the
additionpl funds regquested amounted to less than 2 per cont of the omiginal
eetimate wee, 1n iteelf, convincing evidence of the care and prudencs with which__
the progremme had been carried forWard
10. In the couree of replying t0 a number of queetione relating to comstruction
pleuns an& progress, the Director of Headquartere Planning informed the Committee
that all conference rooms end facllities neceeeary for the next JOSSlOn of the
AGeneral Assembly would be ready by 15 September 1952.
ll. The reprecentative of Canada proposed that the recommendations of the
.Adwieory Gommittee conoernlng the additionel expendlture to be incurred should
be modified as followe.

(a) That there ehoulﬂ be provided under & new eection of the ‘budget a sum

of not lese than $1 000 ,000 or such larger sum as might Yo available under

‘the appropriation orlginally approved for eection 33; end ’

(b) That uhe Secretary-General ehould be euthorized to advence from the

|WOrking Gapitel Fund amounte not exceeding the differsence beotween the

over-all requiremente of $3, 000,000 and the ameunt eppropriatea under the

nev section raferred $0 in (a) above. |
iz. Following the conclueion of the general diecueeion, the Committee epproved,
by 34 votes to 5, with no abstentions, the resolution preeented by “the Secretary-
General in his report (A/1895)
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13, The proposal of the Unlon of Soviet Soclalist Republice was rejected by 32
votes t0 5, with 3 abstentions, | |

1k, The Commitiee them approved, hj 35 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, the
recommendations of the Advisory Committes with respect to the edditional funds
requested, as amended by Canade.

15. The Fifth Commlttee therefore recommends %o the Genersl Aseembly the adoption
of the following wesolution:

HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The Gensral Assembly

1. Tekes note of the report of the Secretary-General on ths permanent
Headquerters of the Unlted Waticns;

2, Decldes that the Headquarters Advlisory Committee, established by General
Assembly resolutlorn 182 (IT) of 20 November 1947, shall be continuwed with the
exlsting membershlp;

3. Reguests the Secrstary-Gemeral to report to the Genoral Aspgembly.at its
‘seventh session on the progress of constructiom of the Headqﬁarters.
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