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CO~ORDINATION BETWEEN THE UNI'l$D NATIONS JllilD 
THE SPECIALIZED AIJ,ENCIES 

'REPORT OF· THE ECONOMIC .liND SOCIAL COUNCIL (CHAPTER VIII,. 
SECTION I) 

Report o~ the Joint Second and Third Committee and the 
Fifth Corm:d. ttee_, meeting ,jointly 

-Rapporteur: Mr. Rafik ASHA. (Syria}. 

ll.~-- The General Assembly 1 .at its 342nd plenary meeting held on 13 November 1951, 

deeided to refer the follo;ring i tams for· consideration at joint mest:i.nge of the 

Joint Second and Third and the Fifth Cpmmittees: 

Agenda item 11: Report of the Economic and_Social Qouncil: chapter 
VIII, section.I (Q)l,estions of co-ordination snd 
relations with· specialized agencies - Concentration 
of effort and resources) 

Agenda item 28: co-ordination between .the-United Nations and the 
specialized agencies: 

(a) Administrative'budgets Of the specialized 
agencies and. CLevelopment. of' common services: report 
of the Secretary-General 

(b) Concentration of effort and resources: _ report 
of the Economic _and Social Council. 

2. The joint cOmmittees held six meetinGs to consider tlle abo~e items (Ajd,2 & 

3/SR.59 ~ 64, A/C.5/SR.312- 315, 321 and 331). 

3. They had before them the follmring basic documents: A/1812 and Add.l; · · A/1884; 

2/1956; A/1971; A/Q.2 & 3/97-A/C:5/450 1 A/C.2 & 3/99-A/C'.5/456, A/C.2 &-3/100-

A/C.5/457, A/C.2 & 3/102-A/0.5/4')9, A/c.2 & 3/103·A/C.5/460. 
. . ' , ' - I . ' 

4. Following the suggestion of the l'residen~ of the General Assembly (A/C.2 & 
~ . . 

3/99-A/C.5/456) that the chairmanship of the joint meetings should be arrsnged 

/by mutual 
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by mutual asreement between the Chairman of the Second, Third and Fifth 

Committees, it was agreed tnat the meetings should be presided over by H.R.H. 

Prince Wan Waithayakon (Thailand), Chairman of the Second Committee, 

5.. Mr; .(l:sh?- .. {syria), Rapporteur of the Fifth Committee, acted as Rapporteur. 

6. The Committees devoted their first three meetings to a general debate Nineteen 

delegations took part in the discussion, which was opened by statements by the· 

Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and 

by the representative of the.Secretary-General. 

7. Several delegations expressed 'the opinion that, since a large number of 

resolutions had already. been adopted at previous ses.sions of the General Assembly 

and of the Econanic and Social Council relating to the questions of co-ordination 

and concentration :of effort· ai!d resources, .time should now be allowed for those . . . ,. . . . 
texts to prove their worth and no.attempt should be made in the meantime to modify 

them substantially. It wasJ(9_;I:t in p.artic1:tlar ·that the ·Committees should refrain 

from proposing the establis1.nent of new co-ordinating mchinery. 

·8. Sev.aral delegations noted with satisfaction the progress made in the course 

of the past year as a result of the )cork .of. the E'conanic and. Social Council and 

the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination', and expressed appreciation of the. 

report of the Ecopomic and Social Council, of .the.fif~h and seventp reports of 1951 

of the ,Ad,yisory Committee. (A/1956 and . .A/1971) and of the Secretary-General's reports

on administrative and budgetary co-or<UI;ation and on the co-ordination of conference

and general services in Geneva (A/C .2 & 3/100 and 103), The co~operati.on shown 

by the specialized agencies was likewise commended. 

9. As regard:!l the question of selection of priorities, some delegations expressed 
' . I 

satisfaction with the fact that the Economic and Social Council had on its agenda 

for 1952 an item entitled "Adoption of United Nations priority progremmes in the 

economic an~ social fields", since they felt that the establishment of such priority

prograJJliD.es would further the concetitration 'of efforts and the elimination of 

secondar,r and wasteful projects. 

10. The crucial importance of the co-ordination of the actions of governments 

theins<'llves in the organs of the. various specialized agenciE!B 1;as emphasized, end 

.it was suggested thet delegations to the annual conferences ofapecialized agencies 

should ··take thei initiat·i~e in proposing deferment or elim:I.Dation of less urgent 

or tmportant pzi6jects. 

/ll. Several 
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11. Several delegations comm&nted on the question of budgetary ceilings. It was 

argued by one representative that it·might become necessary to place a ceiling on 

United Nations expenditure on economic and social matters in order to I-Ut an end 

to the ooostant increase in the scope of activities which threatened to outrun 

administrative resources and might ultimately result in an increase in the number 

of States in arrears Of contributions. However', the same representative felt 

that the more indirect methoO.s so far amployed by the Seeretacy-General appeared 

to have been more satisfactocy than h~d been anticipated. 

12. "- DVlllber of repres,1lltGtives firmly opposed the princ:Lple of imposing strict 

budgetacy ceilings on the activ:Lties, of t-he United Nations and the specialized 

ag~ncies and citicized para!;l!'aph 2l(b) of the fifth report of the Advisory 

 
CCmrrd ttee (A/1956); according to which the General Assembly would request the 

Secretary-General to prepare budget est~tes not exceeding a given figure and 

to indicate, when submitting ,those estimates, which projects would need to be 

eJiminated or deferred in order to keep within the ceiling figure . 

13. One repre'sentative cri.ticized. as inadequate the present method of submitting 

. to the Economic and, Soci&l Council statements of the financial implications of 

siven propo.:ials, on the ground that it did not provide the Council 1{:i,th a c:ear 

idea of the budgetacy repercussions Of its jrork taken as a Whole. Under the 

present system neither the Council nor the Fifth Committee was really in a position 

to gauge the financial implications of ne1iproposals 'fThile taking full account of 

the expenditure on activities already approved, He euggested.certain specific 

changes 1;hich he felt should be made in the presentation of estimates of 

expenditura and in the procedure followed in examining them (A/C;2· & 3/L.47-

A/C.5/L.l38); 

14. Another representative felt that as far a,s the g_uestion of arrears was 

concerned, appeals to the Member States in question were no·t sufficient, and that 

additional information might be useful On the prov:Lsions relating to voting 

rights of defaulting States, He regretted that nothing had been done to make a 

common aprroacb to the problem insofar as the experience of the different 

organizations in the matter of the collection of contributions ;rould permit 

(A/C.2 & 3/L.lOO, paragraph 9), He hoped .that the Advisocy committee would give 

its full attention to the matter so 'that the General Assembly might take the 

necessary'action as soon as possible. 

/15. Progress 
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15. Progress was acknqdedge!l by some representatives in the matter of the use 

of soft currencies by the United Nations. It was argLled, however, by one member 

that the executive heads of the specialized agencies might us~ such currencies 

to make a greater proportion of their purchases in. the countries outside the 

hard currency area, The salaries and allo~ronces of staff members stationed in 

those countries could also be paid in soft currency. 
' 16. One representative noted that a number of specialized agenoies, and, in 

particular, the World Health Organiza·cion, hao. failed to comply wHh the General 

Asse'''"~' s recommendations concerning oalary differentials, and also drew attention 

to the excessive appropriation for travel expenses in the budgets of certain 

specialized agencies. 

17. As regords the recruitment of staff, complaint was made that some countries 

were nQt fairly represented in the secretariats of certllin speeialized agenciea. 

18. One representative believed that. the recruitment of experts under the 

expanded programme of technical assistance could be conducted by a single agency 

instead of several in each area. 

19 •. One representative, speaking on a point of order at the end of the Committees'

discussions, expressed serious doubt whether the !lolding of joint meetings of the 

Joint Second and Third Committee·end the Fifth Committee ~s really necessary or 

useful. He suggested that the General C=ittee should. Q.onsider, at the 

beginning of the next regular session of the General Asa~mbly, the question 

whether such Joint meetings should be held in future. Even if they were to be 

held, he considered that their eger.da should be limited. strictly to the 

discussion of specific proposals subni.itted in advance and relating ·bo the reports 

of the organs dealing ]!el'Ill8nentl.y with co-ordination i.e. the Economic and Social 

Council and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordi~ation, 

20. Another representa·bive felt that the joint meetings had provided an 

opportunity for those, interested D'Jth in the substantive and in the budgetary 

.aspects of the problema to consid.er them together, 

21. At the conclusion of the general discussion the Committees bad before them 

aeveral specific proposals and amendments thereto. 

Concentration of effort and resources 

22. On this subject, the Committees had.before them two t'.raft resolutions 

presented: 

(1) By the Philippines (A/C.2&3/1.42-A/C.5/L.l33) expressing the hope 

that further development by the Economic and Social Council of procedures 

I , ! ' +be 221Z"'CADt vear 

. :': 
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might lead. to the most effective intensification of the economic and social 

activities of the. Unite.d. NI:ltiono and -the spe~ialized agencies, and inviting the 

attenti~n of specil;llized. agencies to. the r~))Ort of the COUllcil dealing with 

concentration of effort and re>sources and the reports of. the Mviso:rY Committee 

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions dealing 1-1ith the c;.dmin!strative budgets 

. .of the specialized. agencies-•. 

(2) .By Australia (A/C.2&3/L.44-A/C.5/L.l35): This draft resoluti.on 

requested. the .Secretary-General, having regard to norma.l financial procedure' to 

make suggestions to the Economic and Social council and. its Commission£ concerning 

priOri ties and coord.inatl.on of programmes, and 'requested the council and its 

ComiDlssions, in considering the implementation of General Assembly resolution 

413 ('V) of J. DE(ceiiioer 1950 to focus attention upon results achieved in relation 

 

 

to expenditure for economic and social activitie£ and to ensure that no short-term 

activity became a continuing or permanent activity without a thorough exem:lnaticn 
' . - . 

of the size, efficiency and other relevant faetors of the service concerned. 

· It cOIDillended to the consid.eration of specialized. agencies the adoption .of similar 

procedures, 

23. In· tho course . of the discussion -.of the.se draft resolutions, the representative 

of the United. States of llmeric.a stressed the necessity for the specialized agencies 

and. Commissions of the Council to assign priorities to pJ;'ojects at the time of their 
. . . 

adoption. She stated that progress in this connexion had been achieved by certain 

Commissions, such as the Social Collllllission, "hereas the_ C0111I1lission on the Status of 

Women and some other functional ·c=iasiona had achieved no comparable results. 

In the case of the regional _oollllllissio):IS, ;1hile she considered. that the Economic 

Commission for Latin America had. made prograss in prepar:J,ng an order of 'priority, 

she felt that the action so far taken in the-matter l'Y th"' Economic C0111I1lission for· 

Asia <ind t.he Far East and. the Economic Commission for Europl'l had been inadequate in 
-

some res-pActa. Among the specialized agencies, enly the ]i'ood an<l. Agriculture 

Orgeni'zation> in her opi!).ion, had. complied with the General Assembly's wishes 

in drawing up its programme for 1952. 

24. Some other representatives also felt that the Philippine draft resolution 

went too fa~ at this stage in,e:x;pressing satisfaction with the action taken by 
'. . 

the Council, its regional. and. functioil.al commissions, and the specialized agencies, 

to implement resolution 413 '(V). 

/25. The 
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. 25. The. representat1 ve of the Secretary-General described briefly the part played 

by the Secretariat· in the matter of priorities, with particular reference to tb.e 
. ' 

recent action taken by the Economic Commission for Latin America. 

26. Mnendments to the Philippine resolution were presented (1) by the Netherlands, 

to delete the wo:::ods "with satisfaction" after the t~ord. "Notes" in paragraph 3 and 

,to insert the words "with satisfaction" after the words "Takes note" in paragraph 5; ·

( 2) by Australia, to a.dd the words "at its t1;elfth and thirteenth sesaiona" e.fter 

the words "Economic and Social council" i!J. the first line of paragraph 3; and {3) 

by India (a) to inBert the ~mrds "Secretery-Generel, of t,he EcQnomic and Social 

Council and of the" efter the 'mrds ·"attention of .the" in the first l:lne of 

paragraph 6; (b) to delete the ~ro:;.'ds "these reports as ;rell as" after the words 

"specialized agencies" in the first ·line of paragraph 6, and to add the ~rords "on 

the basi's o:f' ·these reports" at the end of this paragraph. The representative of 
. ' 

the Philippines eccepted amendments (1) and (2) and also revised paragraph 4 of hie 

resolution to read as follows: 

"Expresses ·the hope that further d.evelopment by the Council of procedures 

adopted in the current year 7nay increase the eff:Lciency of thA economic and 

social activitias of. the United Nations and the specialized agencies, through 

measures of economy and concentration of effort". 

27. A separate vote was taken 1JD. the reinsertion of the words "these reports as 

well as" in paragraph 6, in place of the amendment suggested by India. The 

Committees approved the reins.ertion of these words by 21 votes to 2, >ri th 20 

abstentions, and adopted the·PhilipPine draft resolution, as amende~, by 37 votes 

to none, with 8 abstentions. (See resolution IA annexed to the present reporj;.) 

28. The United .States of Jlmerica presented an amendment (A/C.2&3/L.50-A/C.5/L.l41) 

to the Australian draft resoJ.ution. The Australian representlitive agreed to 

incorporate the ideas contains~ therein in a joint Australian/rrnited States draft 

resolution (A/C.2&3/L.53-A/c.5/L.l53) and withdrew his original text. 

29. Some representatives feared that adoption of the joint draft resolution would 

give the Secretary-General excessively wide powers in' mst·i;ers t;hich, in their 

opinion, should remain 1rl. thin the COI!IJ?etence of gove!'I1I!Wnte; they did not feel 

that the Council 'should delegate its. statutory responsi'bility for ass:l.gning 

priorities for future programmes, The renresentattve of Australia considered - ' 
that initiativee for proposing the defermeJ;J.t,· eliminadon or modification of 

projects could properly come from the Secret~ry-General. 

 

/30. A separate
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30. A separate vote was taken on each of the first three peregr;phs of the joint 

draft resolution, with the following results: 

Operativs ·pa~agraph 1 was adopted by 17 votes ·to 9, with 14 abstentions j 

Ope:rattY.b );luragrup!:t 2 wss 1JdOJ;J.tE!d by 20 votes to 3, ;ri th 15 abstentions j 

Operative paragrap::L 3 was adopted by 20 votes to 3, with 16 abstentions; 

31. The joint draft resolution as a whole was then adorted by 18 votes to 6, with 

15 abstentions (S.ee resolution IB annexed to the present report). 

· Co-ordinatj.on of conf.'erence programmes 

32. I(ustrali'i; Belgium, Den:nark, France and the United States of America presented 

a joint draft reao:'.ution (A/C.2&3/L.43/Rev.l-A/c.5/L.l34/Rev.l) requesting the 

Secretary-Gc>T>'3I'al, after cqnsultation with the executive heads of the specialized 
' 

agencies and the principal organs of,the United Nations concerned to prepare a 

basic annual pattern of United Nations. ccnf'erence activities in Ge.neva for 

submission to the seventh regular session of the General Assembly. 

33, The spo!2'lOrs of' '.;he resolution accepted an: amenament by,the United Kingdom 
. ' 

(A/c.2&3/'L.52-A/C.5/L.l52) to add the '{ords' "at Geneva and Headquarter's" after the 

words "avail::;ble facilities" in :paragra:ph 3, anc an oral amendment by I~dia to add 

A:rticle 58 to the J'rticles of the Charter mentionec. -in :paragraph 1. 

· 34. The joint draft resolntion, as amended, was lidoJ.ited by 37 votes to none, with 

one abstention., (See reso1ution II annexed. to the prese)'lt report). 

Administrative cor.trol of operational progrBmmes financed by volunt~ry contributions 

· 35. Braz:\.1 ·i:ltroclucod a dr~ft resolution (A/C.2&3/L.lt5-A/C.5/L.l36) on this subject 

The United S-Gatec of America submitted eJllendments to· operative paragraphs 1 'and 2 

thereof (A/C.2&3/L.51-A/c.5/L.llt2). 

36. Several representatives felt that the Brazilian proposal involved difficulties 

of a constl.tto'.;ional nature and suggested po.stponing action thereon • 

. 37; Subso<;rJ.ently, the represe~tative of Brazil presented a revised text of, his 

original:propoeal (A/c.2&3/L.45/Rev.l-A/C,5/L.l36/Rev.l). In introducing it, he 

recalled that. the FU'th Committee. had adopted fox· Sub.l!J.i.ssion to th~ General Assembly 

a resolutioa on the operative p~ogrammes under th0 responsibility of the United 

Nations (A/2022/A<ld.l). The Brazilian draft resolui;j.on before t.hs Committees 

. referred to co-ordination between the. United Nat tons t~nd the specialized agencies 

in respect of the adm:l..!1.istre.ti ve part. of the operational progrBlllmes financed by 

· voluntary contrioutions, and sxecuted by the United Nations and the specializsd 

:agencies. 

/38. After a 
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-38. After a discussion of the Brazilian proposal, it was agreed to include the 

. substance of its operative pa.ragraphs in the Co:mmi ttees 1 report. These paragraphs 

provided' that the ad:IIJ.inistrative parts o:f' Cllle:t'ational progrS!llllles financed out of 

voluntary funds should be subject to oo .. orafne.tion, and requested the Economic and 

Social Couno:J.l to_ propose to the next session of the _General Assembly appropriate 

.measures for effecting- such co-ordination, on.a continuing basis, so that the 

General Assembly, when discussing ad:IIJ.inistrat:l.ve and budgetary cp-ordinat;ion, might 

rsoeive inf~rmatio1_1end recommendations concerning the ad:m.inistration of' such 

voluntary :erogrammes •. : 

39. The repra.ssntat~ve of Australia suggested that those specialized agencies 

llhich.had,not alr6ady done so in compliance with General Asa<>mbly resolution 
. : ... - ,- ' ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' . 

4U '(V) .of ... 1 Dec6mb'!r. 1950 should be req_ueeted to set up machinery for contrOlling 

the. :f\d:IIJ.inis,tratiye. :earts _of. the portions of the expanded progrS!Illlie of technical 
... . ., - . 

assistanoe which were under their control, 

40, The representative o:f' Canad:a drew attention to the fact that the General 

Assembly had already adopted certain resol\;tions {see A/!.31) r~lsting to techn  

assistance w)l:l,ch.requested the specialized agencies to. devote special ett6lntion to,

. controlling and. ljo;rutin:l,dng their programmes, bearin8. ih mind the distinction 

between, opez:atj,<rQ.al, .and admints,trativv flli;lda. 

Report of the Ad:m.inistrative C~ittee 6n Co-ordination 

4L Bra:<Gil.intz:oduced a, .draft resoiution (A/C.2&3/L.46/Rev.l-A/c.5/L.l37/Rev.l) 

which requeste!i the Secretary-General to transmit ~o the Advisory Committee on 

Ad:IIJ.inistr!lt;l.ve and, BuC!get~y, Questions, with a vie~' to its making a report thereon 

to the,: General, AssellilJliY, itt. fuitiiment of the latter 1 a dutie.s fiB defined in _t\rticle 

17. of the Charter, th;ll;~e parts of the regular reports of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-,ordination deeli:pg w.ith ad:IIJ.inistrative and fi,nancial questions, 
' ' •' .. ,. .. . 

without prejudice to tqe normal procedure of vranemitting the reports of'that 
• J • 

Committee to the Economic and Social CounciL. . " . . ' . 

42. Tjle representative. Of Brazil, later stated that he would be satisfied if the 
. ' ' 

.su"t>stance of his proposal as "bove. w!>re included i-n the Committees 1 report. The 

Committees agreed to this course, 

43. The Cheirmlan of the Advisory C~ttee callj:Jd the attention of the Commi'ctees  

to paragraphs 22, 23 and 24 of the Advisory c~tttee 1 s report on' concentration of

effort and resources (A/1956) which dealt with the question of an extension of the 

role of the Advisory C~ttee .as regards co-ordination in the administrative field. 
' 

/44. As regards 
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44. As regards the reference to Article 17 of the Charter in the Brazilian proposal, 

same delegations felt that the functions enviesged·for the Advisory Committee. under 

the proposal could be aesumbd only with the authority 9f the General Assembly. 

Consolidated budget for the United Nations and the specialized agencies 

45. Norway introduced a proposal (A/C~2&3/L.48-A/o.5/Ll31) for consideration of 

the constitutional end practical problema in conne~on with the adoption of a 

consolidated budget 'tor the United Nations and the Specialized agencies, After a 

discussion-in which ~ame members expressed interest in this proposal and others 

drew attention to the difficulties entailed in its implementation, the Committees 

agreed that, while study of the subject might be in some ways desirable, the time 

was not ~et ripe for action in the matter. They considered that 1 while continuing 

their current efforts toward improved budgetary co-ordination, the Secretary-General 

end the Advisory Committee should,. at an appropriate t:!.me, give att9ntion to the 

question and place it before e future session of the General Assembly. The 

 representative of Norway withdrew his proposal. 

Review by the Economic and. Social Council of its procedures for examining the 
relative priority and financial implications of new p.rojects 

46. The representative of the United Kingdom introduced a draft resolution 
' (A/C.2&3/L.49-A/C.5/L.l40) on this subject. In this connsxion, he also circulated 

' 

document A/C.2&3/L.47-A/C.5/L.l39 to serve as a.background paper. He expressed 

the opinion that the Council's economic and social programmes, and their financial 

implications should be viewed as a whole and dealt with by the General Assembly as 

a single item. 

47. Same representatives thought that the adoption of the United Kingdom draft 

resolution woui.d only increase the number of resolutions relating to co-ordination 

and even might delay action on. economic and social projects under way. 

48. The representative of the United Kingdom accepted minor oral amendments to 

his draft. 

49. A separate vote was taken on operative paragraph 4 of the United Kingdom draft 

resolution, as modified; the paragraph was adopted by 18 votes to 4, with 10 

abstenstions • 

'50. The draft resolution as 

19 to 4, with 9 abstentions. 

a 1fhole, as amended, was adopted by a roll-call vote of 

(See resolution IC annexed to the present.report). 

/Report of 
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Report ot:_:t~e Econ~~ an.d Social council 

51.. Follo;ring the practice, of p:>:evious aesaicne, the ,"Commit·teea decidetl (by"25 

votes to l, wl·0h 6 abstentions) to reoomm.eud te> t~.e 'G-s!leral Assembly that it 

shouJ.d. · ntal!:e: ::wte'" of .chap·;;er Vlll, aeotio<J I, of tho. J;'epOrt . .oi' the Eo-:;:J.Om.ic and 

Social Counou.~/, .on the =derstancl.ing that this· action would, .. in· d~o eo.ura9, be. •· 

incorpor~~ote!lKitb:'-a:ikuar arii:i.or;.'by other co:midttee~ to wh:tqh parts of. the rep'ort. 

had bee'p. :reterred'J i~. ordsr to ±'~rm n singlu resolution ta:dng note .of the report ... 
as a whOle~~ '. . . 
52. Aa a. tesuit Of· the d:i.scusa:i.O!J.B; the ,ro,.nt Seco~d and. Third· oOUilllittee !'lnd the 

 Fifth C<:lD:l:Dlitteo ;:ccOTnrn<>nrl -r6 ·f:h9 a.-D...rel r. .• :.atlll:>'t,v the ,;'d<>:pl:ion Q:f tho fol!.CP.~·:cg . 

1_/ nftr>.r>.J, • . Qi'fici_,._t; :I<eMrCls · of tJ:oc<o Clsnex-el .Assembly, Sixth Sese ton, Supph•lllc"nt No·, 3. 
- --;- ----~- -,.. -·--- ~--- , ------ ·····-·-:;------ -I 

/BESOLUTION I 

 

 



 

RESOUJTION I 

CO-ORDINATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE SPECIALIZED 
AGENCJES, CONCEN'lRI\TION OF EFFORT AND. RESOURCES 

A 

The General Assembly, 

1-if C..LJ ( 

Page 11 

' Reaffirming the need for unremitting efforys by the United N~tions and the 

specialized agencies to ensure.that the internationtil resources devoted to.eoonomic 

and soo·ial work should bo concentrated on tasks of :primary importance, 

Cognizant of the scope and urgency of the task of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies in :prov~ting higher standards of living and conditions of 

economic and social progress and deve·lopment, · 

1. Notes the ection taken by .the Economic and Social. Council "t its t;relfth 

and thirteenth sessions, by its regional and functional commissions and by the 

specialized agencies, to implement General Assembly resolution 413 (v) of 
I , . 

l December 1950, in :particular by reviewing their 1952 programmes, using the 
' - ' . ~ 

criteria recommended by the Economic and Social Council; 

.2. Expresses the hope .that further de~elovment by the Council of :procedures 

adopted in the current year msy increase the efficiency of the economic and social 

activities of the United Nations and the speci8lized agencies, through measures 

of economy and co~centration of effort; ' 

·3. Takes note with satisfaction of the relevant sections of the report of 
. 1/ . 

the Economic and.. Social Council for 1951- dealing with "concentration of effort 

and resource£" arui the re;.orts of the '.1\dvis.::>ry Committee on Administrative 8nd 

Budgetary Questions5/dealing with-the administrative budget£ of the specialized 

agencies; 

!/ A/1884, Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixth Session, Supplement No.3. 

~ .11/1956 and A/1971 

/4. Invites 
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4. Invitee the attention of the Sec~etary-General, of the Economic and 

Social Council and of the specialized agenCies to t!)ese reports flS well as to the 

views expressed by Members during the siXth session of the General Assembly. 

B 

The General Assembly,

Becal;Ling its resolution 413 (V) of 1 December 1950 in which it requested 

the Economic and Social Council to indicate, when new projects are adopted, which 

current projects may ~e deferred, modified or eliminated to ensure that the 

economic and social work of the United Nations and the specialized agencies will 

be carried on moat effectively, 

Recalling that the Economic and Social Council in resolution 4o2 B (XIII) of 

17 Septemller 1951 decided to place on·the ~;~gends of ita fifteenth session an item 

entitled "Adoption of United Nati?ns priority programme(! ln the economic and 

social fields", 

1. Requests the Secreoary-General, with due regard to normal financi~l 

procedures, to continue to assist the Economic and Social Council to discharge 

.obligations under Gener~o~l Assembly resolution 413 (V) and Council resolutie>n 

its 

402 B (XIII) by making to the Council and to its functional E<nd ;regionul commissions 

suitable suggestions as regards priorities and the co-ordination of programmes; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, when presenting estimates oi the financial 

implications of a· project in accordance with rule 33 of the rules of procedure 

of the Economic and Social_ Council~ to give an estimate of the time required to 

complete the project; 

3. Requests the Economic and Social Council and its functional and regional 

commissions, in considering the implementation of General Assembly resolution 

413, (V), to focus attention upon the results achieved in relation to expenditure 

for economic and social activities and to indicate the duration of its 

authorization of each project so as to. ensure that no short-term t~o'tivity becomes 

a continuing or permanent activity without a thorough examination of the size, 

efficiency and ether relevant factors of the service concerned; 

 

4. Commends to the consider~tion of'the specialized ~genoies, so far as 

their constitutional processes will permit, the adoption of simile.r procedures. 

/0 



 

c 

Tlte; General Assembly, 
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Takfng note of Economic and Social Council resolution 402 (XIII) of. 

17 September 1951 concerning the concentration of effort end resources of the 

United Nations in the economic and social fields, 

Recognizing that the formulation of policy and the fin~ncial end budsetary 

processes must be closely co-ordinated if effective concentration of effort and 

resources is to be achieved, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare as an annex to his annual 

budget estnnates an analysis, by fields of activity and by budget sections, 

of the estimated cost during that year of the economic and social activities of 

the United Nations; and to circulate this analysis to the Economic and Social 

Council at the beginning of its c.nnual session. '.mmediately preceding the regular 

session of the General Assembly; 

2. Invites the Economic and Social Council, in consultation with the 

Secretary-General, to review its procedures for examining the relative priorities 

and financial implications of new projects under consideration, in such a ;~ay 

that the Council may consider such projects not only in their ·substance but also 

in their relationship to existing activities in the field concerned, thereby 

promoting establishment of a balanced end realistic work programme for the 

future and facilitating subsequent consideration by the General Assembly of the 

related budgetary appropriations; 

3, Requests the Secretary::.General, as soon as possible after the regular 

annual session of the Economic and Social Council immediately preceding the 

regular session of the General Assembly, to submit to that session of the General 

Assembly such supplementary information relating to the decisions of the Council 

and to the priorities which it may have established as will facilitate 

.consideration by the Genaral Assembly of the related budgetary appropriations; 

4, Recommends that the General Assembly defer consideration of the sections 

of the budget estimates relating to economic and social activities until the 

supplementary information concerning the decisions of the Economic and Social 
. ' 

Council has been submitted to it end reported upon by the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions. 

/RESOLUTION II 
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:RESOLUTION II

CO-ORDJNATION BETWEEN TEE UNITED NATIONS AND TEE SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES: PROGRAMME OF CONJ!EBENCES AT HEADQUARTERS AI'JD GENEVA . . 

The General Assembly, 

Mindful of its co-ordinating responsibilities set forth in Articles 58, 60. 

and 63 of the Charter, 

·Having received with-appreciation, the report·of the Secretary-General on 

co-ordination of 10ervices in Geneva {A/C.2&3/l03-A/C.5/460), 

Having noted; in particular the importance of fixing a basic pattern of 

United Nations conference activity in Geneva which would lead to the most 
. 0 

effective utilization of,the availeble fecilities at Geneve and Heedquarters and, 

possibly, to sa;'ings on the totel expenditUre of the United Netions and the 

specialized agencies, 

Requests the Secretary-General, efter consultation with the executive heads  

of the specialized agencies and the principal organs of the United Nations 

concerned, ·to prepare su.eh' an annual conference 

next session of the General.Assembly. 

_,.;. __ _ 

pattern for slJ.bmission to the 




