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MEASlnill3 TO ECONOHIZE THE TIHE OF TEE . GENEF.AL ASSEHBLY . 

Tho ,following letter han- boon addror3oed to the. Seorotnrr;~G(merr.tl by the 

Minist:r.y of Extorn~.l Affairo :of C~lnada: 

OTTAvU1., 24 Soptomb0r 1946 

s1:r_, 

1. I haY<J~tho ho:n.our·to.n;q_ue~1t t:rmt·tho following itt";l,m,b<;J ·incluo.sd in 

' the Agcndn -.of the Socon<:l·J'·:trt of. th0 li'ir;Jt So:Jsic)n of the· General Assembly; 
. . I 

"Hoasu.-rEw to oconomi:~o tho tin? of'' tho GonerrJl AGsembl~". 

0 The large nu..'Tlber of ir.tG1:nn,tionc.l conforoncos which are. b::dng held 
' . ' .'! ' 

make!.:'; :l.t d~ff;i:cult for .st:1te;> to _pl'CJViclu ndoq_uc.~to ropl'?Sentation n.t 68.Ch 

confcronco. This difficulty lG incro·locd if tho conferences l~c3t for a 

long time.· Horoover_. unduly prctre.cto·a. international conforonccs d.iminish 

tho pre;::tlge of the intornation::tl ore:o.nizo.tions which aro responsible for 

. c~~lling thmrr. ' 

' 

3. . During the pr,JSent pG:Jriod, whon now intornf'~ti.cn8.l org8.Ilizc:.tions :J.ra 

be inc f9rmcd. it :l,.n diffic1.ilt to' reduce tho nu.llbor of conferoncoo which must 

be held.· It is therefore ·,all the more ilr.portr'.nt to ensure that tha V9..rious 

· oonferonc9s accomplish thoir b.EJks as oxpodi tiously as :possible. 'Th0 Genero.J 

Assembly .of· the· Uni·t,3d ~Tati~na shoulq. ·.,oet ~ example to o.ll other confcroncoJ 
'-~· 

bY, . the effioion:t:; .and- exrodi tious conquc.t of its busino3s', 

4. It is· of parumount ir.lpfjrtrince thrtt tho time of roprosonta~ivos in the 

Gep.oCt.~al Assembly bo -economized to tho greatest posoi ble extent. 'l'he Genor.'ll 

·. Assembly can be succosoful in -carrying out its imporb:mt tasks only if 

.del.ogo.tiop.s includo. M.inistors responsible for tho formulating o.nd carryint5 

out of pol:!:cy. .Tho chanc'es. of those ~fi,nistors being able to be preaont 

during tho whole period of D. sossion of the Gonoral .Assembly will be ert>ater 
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if the sessions are not unduly prolonged •. -

?. The Canadian Delegation will therefore propose under this item of the 

agenda tho.t the Genorn.l Assembly, n.s early as possible in its proceedings, 

elect an ad hoc committee of about fifteen states to consider and lll['.ke 

rocommond.:c.tions to the Gonoral Assembly on measures it might adopt to 

economize its time. 

6. ·It is the hope of tho Cn.nnclio.n Govemm.ent that o.ll the membora of the 

General Assembly will bo D.blo, qy the time this cornr:rl. ttee is set up, to :mako 
 

specific suggestions to the cornmi ttce. The following six s-pecific 

suggestions have occurred to the Canadian Governments:~-
. . 

(a) Each speaker in tho oprming de bu. to in plenary session on the 
.Secreto.ry··Gcnorc"l' '~ H0port might be limited to ten minutes 
with the right to have his re:mn.rko extcnd_ed in the verbatim 
record, 

(b) A report of a Main Co!'nni ttoo to the Genorr~l Aseenibly should 
not be deb0.tod unloss ono third of tho members of tho Committee 
re_quest a debate, 

 

 
(c) Tho. Main Com:itteos should, nt their first or second meotings, 

establish a nuraber of sub-com~ittoos of ton to fifteen members 
to study variouz questions referred to thomby· the Committee 
cmd to report b~cck to it. In order th2.t theso sub-committees  
n1ay moot simultanGously, oC1ch ;:;ub~committoo should have its 
own chairmnn, 

(d) The General Committee .• in discussing mat-tors related to tho 
agenclu. of the Gonor~J.l Asuombly, should not debate the substance 
of a <luostion but should_ confine i tsolf to discussing_ whether 
or not it should recommend that an itoi:J. be included in tho 
agondo. of tho Genoral·Assembly. 

(e) The Gonoral Committee should be required_ to submit its report 
to the General Assembly ori the inclusion of an iten in tho 
agenda within, say, forty-oight houra of rocoiving a r0q_uost 
that tho. item be included in the agond&, (Tho General 
Committee's report, being a recommendation, is debatable by the 
General Assembly b.ut agreonent might bo' re!lched that the debate 
be limited to two hours ~J.t most.) 

(f) In order to lesson tho dn.nger that committees waste. their time 
on procedurc.l debates, a ·nutnber of improvements in the' rules 
of procedure on the conduct of business rdght be rode. Thus 
it might be desirable to insert D: now·ru],.e on' the. order in 
which resolutions, as d±stinct from :.;.:c.endments, should be put 
to the vo-te. ·changes in the oxisti'ng rules· of procedure 
might be required to implement somo. of tho suggestions :made . 
above·, It might also be useful 'if the Secretarin:t prepared 
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for the guidQnOe of chairmen of committeoa ~nd sub-committees 
n. commontt:cry on: tho rulof~ of :procedure governing the conduct 
of business. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurnnces of my highest oonsidoration, 

Trygve Lie, Esq., 
Secrotary-Gencrnl:of tho United Nn.tion:J, 
Lake Success,, 
tong Island .. 
Now York. 

/ 

, 

(Signod.) · L. ST. UtURE!-YT 

Secretary of State 
for Exto~al Affairs 
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