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| The fellowing letter has-boen addrozced to the,Secrotary*G neral by the
T Ministry‘of External Affalrs of Canede: .
| OTTAWA, 24 Scptember 1544
Sir, R o v .
1. i have.the honour-to.request that the following item be included in
the chndq of thc bccond P1r+ of the IirJt ossion‘of the General Assombly;
| "Moasures bo goonomizo the tine uI\t’O Gensral lsqemblf

2 The large numbsr of 1Lternﬁt1nngl CanCanCOu whlcn are. being held

-~
'y

: makou it dlfflcultvfor ata wtea to prnvidu adoqufto rcprénontdblon ot each
cenlorence, This dlfficulty im increascd 1f the conferences 1laat for a
lonéitimé;: Moreovor, unduly protructed internatioﬁal'oonforpncos diminish
the prestige of “the intornafionulﬂorganizgﬁioﬁs wﬁich are r;:ponsible for'
_calling them, '

3. Dufing the présent p@ribd, whon new internaticnal organizaticns ore
;Doinc fnrncd it 1o di”fiéﬁ]t ta rodﬁco the ﬁuﬁber of conferonces which must

be hold It is thoroforo a1l tue morc important to ensure that the various
~conferoncou &ccompllbh thfir tuoks as oxpeditiously as pos sifle "The General

mbly of the United Ymtions ohould uet ¢ﬁ example to 0ll &thor confe ronﬂou

by the effioiont Jnd e3 pedltlous conduﬁt of 1ts buoin “

L, It is of purdmount lmportance th.t-tho time of representatives in the
Genornl Assembly be -economized to the greatest pbssible extent, "The General
;<Assembly cén'be succosaful inloarryiﬁg'oﬁt its.impértant tasks‘only ir

.deloﬂwtionu includo. Mlnistors rospon ible for tho formulqting and carrying

out of policy Thn cnancau of thegs Nlnlstcrs being able to bo presont

durlnm the whole poriod of o snssion of the General Assembly will be groater
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if the sessions are nof unduly prolonged.. -

%. The Canadian Delegétion wlll therefore propose under this item of the
agenda that the,Genorgl Aésembly, as early as Réssiblo in its:procqedings,
clect an ad Qgg’committae of about fifteen states to consider and make
recommendstions to the Genornl Aésambly 5n ﬁeasufe$ it might adopt to

economize 1ts time,

"6, It is the hope of the Crnndian vaernment that all the mombers of the

General Assembly will be able, by the tims this cormittee is set up, %o make

specific suégesfions to the committee, The following gix specific

suggestions have occurred to the Canadlan Goverrments:-

(a) Each speaker in the oponing debate in plenary session on the
Secrotary-General's Report might be limited to ten minutes
wlth the right to havo hig remarku extended in the verbatinm
record,

.. (b) A report of a Mzin Cormittee .to ths Genoral Assenmbly should
not be debated unloss one thlrd of the members of the Committee
. request a dsbatc., ' R ) o
(c) The. Main Cormitteos should, at their first or second meetings,
cstablish & number of sub- committoos of ten to fifteen members
to study various questlons reforred to them by the Committee
and to report buack to it, In order thet these sub-committess
may meot 31multunhoug]y, each sub- committou should have its
om1cMnmm

(d) The General Committee, in discussing matters related to the
agends of the Genersal Asgembly, should not debate the substance
of a gquestion but should confine itsclf to discussing whother
or not it should recommend that an iten bn includsed in tho
agendq of the General Assembly, : ‘, ,

(e) The General Committee should be required to submit its report

' to the General Assembly on the inclusion cf an item in the
agenda withln, say, forty-cight hours of receivisg o requeat

" - that the item be included in the 2gerndsa. (The General
Committce's report, belng a reccommendation, 18 debatable by the
General Assombly but agreement might bo reached that the debate
be limited to two hours at most )

() In order to lessen the danger that committees waste. their time
) on procedurcl debates, a number of improvements in the rules

of procedure on the conduct of business might be made, Thus

~ it might be desirable to insert o new rule om the. order in
which resolutions, as distinct from amendments, should be put
to the vote., 'Changes in the exlsting rules of procedure
might be required to implement somo of the suggestions made
above, It might also be useful 'if the Secretariat prepared



Trygve Lis, Esq.,
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for the guidance of chairmen of committecs and sub-committecs

n commonthry on tho rules of procedure governing the conduct
of business, :

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurnnces of my highest conzldoration,

(signed) - L, ST, LAURENT

. Secretary of State
for Extorpal Affairs

/

Secrotary-General of the United Natlons,
Iake Suecess,,

Long Island.

New York,

\
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