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FOOD ~ AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION _Ob, TEE UNI'rED NATIONS 

Sir: 

CCNFERENCE, SEOA~f.D SESSION 
COPENHAGEN 

S t b 5' 194~ · ep em er ...., 

vlii:,h reference to the resolution ad.o:ptod by the General 
Assem1)ly on 14 February, 19!~6 concerning th~? world. shortaga of corec.ls, 
I havo the honor to tl·anmrJ. t the 1=\epol·t of th0 Special Heating on 
Urgent Food Probloms arid tho latest World Food Appraisal for 1946-47~ 

i . 

. Tb,o Report of the Specilu MeetinG includes an appraisal of 
the ·world food. sltuation and prospects, as they appeared at that time, 
together with tho const::r?uctiVtJ recoL.llllond.E,tions c~d.op·ted by that mooting. 

Tho later Ap]r[.:.isal represents the-bGst fo.recc.st that C8.JJ. 

be Wbd.O on tho basis of tho infor.mation available. to tho Food and Agriculture 
Organization as of Septe::n.bor 2, 1946. 'J;'his c.ppraisal has boen suhr11ittori to 
tho Conference of· the ]'odd and. .Agriculturo Organization, which is now in 
session, where it will he exn.minod. by Mmnbu+ Gove:rnmepts. In the event that 
sny significant changes ar0 roq_uirad. as a rosul t of this examination I shall 
inform you accordingly. 

I 

It would. now appear ,that, lergoly as a result oi' recont 
·favorable weather in ~Jomo are.s.s, tho prospects· for tho imrneclinto .future 
are somowhat better thon they wero at tho time of tho previous meeting of 
the GeneJ;'al Assembly. Somo of the i.m.provoillQnt which hos beon achieved can 
be attributed. to the action takon by GoVG:rni!lonts since tho moating of the 
Gon0ral Assembly. 'rhe Special Mooting on Urgunt ]'ood. ProblelDB contributed 
to this i~rovoiDBnt by providing an internationril baeis for the action 

,rGg_uired.. Governments h.s.vo edJJptod. mony of the msasures rocOlJJilJ£."nded by 
that meeting for the conservation and 0xpcnsion of supplies. The 
establisl:u:n.ont of an International E110rgvncy Jfood Council, which had h~n 
recornmond.od. by the mo0ting, has now bden a~compliBhod and. the C.ounc.U ie 
now in operation with 24 Mombor Govornmonts already partic.i:pn.ting in ·its 
activities. 

~\,\ 

Although there :P.c.s be<.m somo :J..nrprovcruent in the av~~t.Y 
of SU:flplies and. in tho manner of their distribution it nevertheless o.p:po&s 
probable tho.t need.s d.uring 1946-47 will exceed supplies cf broad grains ry 
oibht million tons. This d.Gfici t is only twenty percent less than that_, 
estimated shortly after the meeting of the General Ansembly. A gap of this 
InD.GIJ.i tud.o will continue to roq_uiro tho oxertion of every effort oy o.ll 
Govor:nra.ents, ·nationally o.nd throuGh intornational. agencies, ..... if' these vnnts 
are to be satisfied. and i.f a serious situation is to bo avoid.ed. 

ll.l!'. Trygve Lie, 
Socretary~ro5eral 

Uni tod. J\Tations. 

S1g1l.ed.: John ~yd. f'Jrr 
:D i..:Nciio£ .....CroMro.l 




