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I. 

1. On 23 September 1947, the G0ner2l Assm.bly docidccl to refer to the 

First Committee, for consideration and report, the item on its agenda 

submitted by the delegation of the United States of America and entitled 
11 The problem of the independence of Korea" (document A/BUR./85). 

2. The Committeo first discussed the qu6E:tion of Korea at its eighty-seventh 

meeting held on 28 October 194 7, -vrhen a statement ·Has made by the 

representative of the Unlted States who introduced the United States draft 

resolution which -vras transmitted to the Secretary-General on 17 October 1947 

(document A/C.l/218). 

3. The eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth 1neetings of the First Committee 

were devoted to the general discussion of the Korean question. 

II. 

4. At the eighty-ninth meet inc;, the represtmtati ve of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics presented two draft resolutions: one proposing the 

participation of the elected representatives of the Korean people in the 

discussion (documEmt A/C.l/229), and the other'proposing the withdrawal of 

the United States and Soviet Union troops from Korea at the beginning of 

1948 (document A/C.l/232). Since the Soviet draft resolution concerning the 

invitation to elected Korean representatives to participate in the. 

discussion was a procedural proposal, the Committee agreed to discuss this 

draft resolution first. The United States representative submitted an 

amendment to the Soviet Union draft resolution in which he proposed to 

establish forthwith a United Nations temporary commission on Korea in order 

to facilitate and expedite such participation and to ensur~ that the Korean 

representatives 1-rill in fact be duly elected by tho Korean people a;nd not 

mere appointees from military authorities in Korea (document A/C .1/'2-30). An 

amendment proposed by China (document A/C.l/231) was accepted by the 

representative of the United StatEJs. 
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5. At the ninetieth meetinG, the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic submitted Gn am .. mdment ( c_oct;_ment A/C.l/234) to the 

Elmendment of the United States to tho effect that the elected representatives 

of the Korean people be invited to take part in the consideration of the 

question in the First Corrililittee and at the p1en8ry meetings of the General 

lissembly, At the same moetinc, the rcprcsentative of the Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Reptfolic introduced a draft re::olutiion -proposir..g that the First 

Committee should discuss the proposal and amendment of the United States at 

the time when the substance of the Korean question was discussed (document 

I:,jc .1/233). 

6. The general debate, wns concluded ut the ninetieth meeting on 30 October. 

As some of the representativc,s were of the opj_nion that the United States 

amendment should be rec:;ardcd as a ctraft resolution, the Chairman put this 

question to the vote. The Committee decided l)y forty--three votes to si:x, 

vrith four abstentions that the Unitecl States proposal should be regarded as 

an amendment. 

The resolution of the representc:1.ti ve of the Ukrainian Sovfet Socialist 

Republic 11as rejected by forty votes to si:x, ·1;ith five abstentions. 

The amendment of the Byelorussicm Soviet Socialist Republics to the 

United States amendment vras rejected by thirt;y--si:x votes to si:x, with nine 

abstentions, 

After the rejection of the amendment of the Byelorussian Soviet SociaJ.ist 

Republic, the repreoontativee of the Soviot Cnion, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Czechol:lloV<''tkia, :Syelorul:lsian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Yugoslavia and Poland stat.ed that, as the Korean question could not be 

discussed in the First Committee a:q.o_ the Gencn:cl .'\.ssembly >vi thout the 

participation of Korean representatives, they 1rere unable to take part in 

the voting on the Unitcd States amendment or on amendments thereto .. 

The amendment of the United St2tes, as amcndGd by the representative of 

China, vras voted upon in pnrts with the follovr1ng results: 

Paragraph 1: forty-one votes to none, with six abstentions; 

Paragraph 2: forty-one votes to none; v7ith four abstentions; 

Paragraph 3: thirty-nine votes to none, Hith s6ven abstentions. 

The whole amendment vvas adopted by forty-one votes to~none, with seven 

abstentions. 

The draft resolution of the Soviet Union vias also put to the vote and 

was rejected 'by thirty-five to six; with ten abstentions. 

f. draft resolution submitted by the repre:::cntati ve of the Soviet Union 

proposing that the examination of the Korwn question be ,deferred was 

rejected by thirty-three votes to six, ivith twelve abstentions. 

/7. Th~ Committee 
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7 • ' The Committee resumed, at the i'iiriet~:~f'frErt: ineetirlg; the general debate 

on the substantive draft~ r~solu1iior1.s: of the tintt~d.) siat:~t and the sov'1et ··union 

as. c6ntail'led in .. docum~nta A/C .l/218 and 'A/C ~ l/2J2 ... Tlie . general :debate 

continued until the ninety .. third tneet{t)g ·inclusive., wtth the :foll<:.i'wibg 

.. countries· parti~i:Pe,ting in the discusc::1ion: · Allotralio.-; By.elorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic,• ¢gn~di!l. 1 China, CZtlohoslo"\raJ.d:a, ·Ei Sal~"ador, ·Egypt., 

~nee; India, Mexico, Netherlanda1 Prdli:ppines ,···Poland; Ukl-ainian · s~iviet 
Sdci~l.list Republic; Ul'lited :Kint)t'l.o;iU1 ·~:tt~'d Eltatea of .America; the s·ovi~t :: 
Union ·~ct Y~goslav.ia. ; ·: 

8. At the n:i.nety•second meeting the t-el~:t'esentative of the United States · ·. 

··:presented a revised dl."aft r·f;solution (doeu.ment.A/C.l/218/Rev.J.f. :. 'some of 

the :provisions in this revised draft resolution in~luded parts · of the ' · 

r~solution adopted by the First OtJJ:DIDittee at ita nineti€>th meet.irig oii' 
' 30 October i947 I while others iric~n."'pO:r.ated: S\.lgfjestions made by several 

delegations during the previous debate. Three amendments to the· re~:tseif-· 

United States d:t:'aft resolution were iritroo:uced, 

l. An amendment proposed by the :E1hili:Ppines atres£wd the necessity of 

avoiding untlaterai .o.ction and int~~rvention in I{orea '(dccuinEmt 'A/C .• l/236). 

2. An amendment· proposed by Indie~ proposed to dele.te' the ·provision·· 

that the elections shm{io. be held l);y· the· occupy:tng Powers' '(A/O.J./237). 

3, An amendment proposed by Chin~{ st:t~eased China's special interest 

in Korea and its desire to disch:arge its obligations under the Moscow 

·Agreement (document A/C.l/238). · · '· 

9. At the ~inety-fourth meeting held on 5 November ·1947 the :eorimd.ttee 

proceeded to vote on the Soviet drart .. resoiution·and the revised United 

States draft resolution, together <t-Ti-th· the amendments. 

· The draft resolu'tion of the Sovlet Union··~s rejected by ·t~nty votes 

to ~i:x, with seven abstentions • 

. As. a consequence of the rejection of the resolution of the Soviet Union, 

the repreaent~ti vee of the Soviet Union, the Ula•ainian Soviet Socialist 

·RepubliC, Poland, Yugoslavia,' Byeloruaaian Soviet Socialist Republic' and 

Cz.echoalovakia declareQ. that, ednce thE:1 Kot•ean question coufd. no't be 

discussed without the participo,tion of Korean repret:rentatives, they would be 

unable to 'tak~ part in the v6ting on the United. States draft resolution or 

a.mend.Inerits thereto, 

The amendment submitted. by the representative ·of the PhHippinea ms 

adopted bfthirty-four votes to none, with t~ee absteritiona. 

' Tll~ ~endment submitted by tho re:presenttitive. of India w::i' adopted by 

thi:rt;.ofour Vote~: tO none,· With :fO'I.W a;bstentiotlS ~ · ... 
/The representative 
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The representative of China wi~hdre1r his amendment as cOiltained in 

doc\XI:nent A/C.1/2,38,and subm:ttted ... tvro new ?JI!endments to the revised United 
. "= ' ' . ' ~ 

$tates.·draft resolution ( doem.neZ+:t ·A/C.l/218/Rev.l): 
. . . 

l. -In paragrapp. 4.t 
with thE? Commiseion" 

2 .. _ · · In . pal:'agraph 5, 

the·seoond line, add the words: ''in-consultation 
' ' . . ·, ' . 

after ~the word~,. '.'that government should" •. 

the_ third line, delete the words ''seek to'~ ~d add 

. the vTords,. · "the fulfil.!llent of" af·be:t" the ·word 11 e:xp!=ldi te" •. 

In the .meantime, the rep.t>esentativ~ of :F'rance proposed ~o delete, in 

the first sentence of paragraph 5, the words: "the responsibilitiesassumed 

by the United Nations under this resolution should be. discharged by" and 

also the, word, "which" after the- words • ''the Oo:rnmissi.on". 

~e Chinese amendme_nt to :paragraph 4. was adopted by thirty-two votes to 

none, with seven abstention~. 

·The Chinese amendment to paragraph.5, as further amended by the 

representative of Franqe, wa~. adoptef). b;r foJ:•ty-fo·u:r. votes to none, with four 

abstentions. , 

The United States resolution, as amended, _-was adopted by forty-ei:x votes 

to none, with fqur abstentions.-

When the United States resolution trro.s. put to the vote, the representati v 

of the-Ukratnian Soviet Socialist Repub1:i,c declared that hi~ country_ could 

not .ta.ke part ·in ,the United !fat ion~ Temporary Commission on Korea as 

proposed inthe UnitedStates.resolution. 

IV. 
10. The First Committee recommends the adoption by the General Assembly of .. ,. . ' . 

the folloWing resolution~: 

T:El]; PRO:oLEM OF 'TI:IE INDE:iPENDENOE OF KORE.li 

r. 
··INASMUCH AS the Korean- question which .is before the G:~neral Assemb: 

is primarily a matter for the Korean people. itself and conperns its 

:freedo:m o:rvi in(lepe~:!.Clence; and 

P.}~(;0G1f(ZL'JG tl10.t thiA question cannot b.e correctly and fairly 

resolved without the.J?articipa:tion of representatives of the indigenous 

populat:I:on: 

2;.dE G,F.2f:!rU\L AS~!.Y,, 

1. ·' F\li'~-l!~J'~\18.::~ t:':J.'=1·i.J·:;;~1ected .:r:epresentatives of the Kor~an people be 

invitee, to take J?<-'3.:-.··:, tn the consideratio~ of the que£rtion;, 

2;, F"L;'}{'J.·E!LH J:1E.So:..;v.:'I'[j t~at in orce~ to ;facilitate and e:xpedite sue 
• ' < 

participation anQ.. :to.observe that the Korean representatives are i 
... ' '·. < • • • • • ' •• 

fact duly elected by the Korean people a11:d .not mere appointees f:r~ 
• • ' < ., •• • •• 

military authprities.in·Korea, the~e.l?~ forthwt:t?.~~~abl:t,she~ a 

/United Nations 
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United Nations Temporary CO!/llllisaion on Korea, to be :present in 

Kci;.e~{,. Jrt·h right to trt.l.vel, ~bserve and con.~uJ.t throughout Korea. 
·'·I 

II. 
i· THE G~ ASSEMBLY, 

. RECOGNIZilm the ~rgent ·and rightful 'cl~ilms to independence o:r the 

people of Korea; 

. BEtriNING· that the.national·inde:pendence of I\OJ'ed. should be 

re-established ~11d ali occti:py:i.ng f'ol"Ces then Withdraw at the earliest 

practicable a.ate; 

RECALI,:CNG :tta pJ.•eviaus· 6onclusioo that the ·:freedom anq,. in(Lependence 

Qf the ID.JJ."ean peopi~ cannot be correctlY Ol' 'i'tUflrly reao1 ved without the 

. participe.tion of rt;prcsen~i vos of thf& Kot'(;an people, and 1 ts decision 

to establish a Un~:' .. ed 1\fa1:i¢:~"lS TP..m:po'.$~\1' Com:ni'ooion on Korea (herinafter 

called the 11Co.mmisr.~itmt:) fCll' the -pU.l!;Jt:iSO of facilitating and e.xpe;diting 

~uch. ~rticiJ?atiei:1 .'by ~ledted represetitat:i.ves of the K";)t··ean people: 

l. . JlE!CIDES that the Corilm.ias:i.(')ll ehall (~onsist of representatives of 

. Australia1 Canada, cliM, El Salvador, :rranc·e, Irtdi'a, Fhilippines, 
I • 'I • . 

Sy;-ia, Ukrainian Sovt;et Socialist Rt:tpublic; 

2. RECOMME'.NDS that the elections b~ held not later than 

31 March 1948 on tne basis of adult suffrage and by secret ballot 

to choose representatives with whom the Commission may consult 

regarding the prompt attainment of the f:~:.·eedom and independence of 

the Korean people and which ~epreaentativea 1 constituting a 

National Ass~bly, ma~ establish a National Government of Korea. 

The number of representatives from each voting area or zone should 

be proportiona.te to the populli.tion and the elections should be 

'l.mder the observation of the Commission; 

3. FURTBE:R RECOlf.1ENDS that as soon as possible after the 

election, the National Assembly should convene and fot'lll a 

Na·~;tonal Government and notify the C~ission of its formation; 

4., FUBTHER RECOl'-t<!EliDS that immediately upon the establishment of 

a llational Government, tbat C~overnment should, in consultation 

with the Commission (a) consiiitute its own nati9nal security forces 

and dissolve all military or semi-military formations not included 

therein; (b) take over the functions of government from the 

military c0lll11lands and civili~:~.n authorities of north and south 

Korea; and (c) arrange with the occupying Fowers for the c~nplete 

Withdrawal from KOrea of their ar.med forces as earlY as practicable 

and if possible with,in I).inety days; 

/5. RESOLVES that 
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.· 

5. RESOLVEs that the COlmlliaa1on shall facilitate and expedite 

the 'fuifillnent of the foi·egoing programme for the attainment of 

the national independence of Korea and withdrawal of occupying 

forces, taking into account ita obaervations· end consultations in 

. I\orea. The Conmilsaion shall report, with its conclua1ons1 to the 

General Assembly and may consu).t with tile tnterim Committee (if 

one be established') with ·respect· to the ·application of this 

resolution in. the light of· df:,ve16pnerita; 

6. CA!l.S upon the M®nber States concerned to afford every 

·assistance and facili·by to the Oo;mmission in the fu;tn.J.ment of its 
- ... ,, 

resporisibiiities; 

7. '·C.Al.J:S upon all MfDJ.bers of the United Nations to refrain f;rom 

lntorfering in the affairs of the Korean people during the ipterim 

pe:t:.:od preparatory to the establishment of Korean ind:ependence, 

except in pursuance of the decisions of the General Assembly; and 

thereafter~ to refrain:cOni.plotely·from ~ny and all acts derogatory 

to the ind.ependence cfid. sovereignty of Korea. 
·, r 
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