
United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Nations Unies 

ASSEMBLEE 
GENERALE 

REPORT 

OF TID~ 

Ul'!I'J."E,D NATICNS PALEt·TINE CO~lMISSIOlq 

t~STRICTED 

A/532/Add.l 
4 May rl948 

ORIGINAL: ENGL:. 

TO TIL~ S"SCOND SPECIAL S'~SSION OF TH1~ G:EN1f;RAL ASSJ£MBLY 

In paragriiph V. 'D. 7. of the U11ited Nf'tions Palestine Comm:l.sslon' s report 

to the Genere.l Assembly (docum0nt A/')3'2), attention was drawn to the fact 

that shortly after 1'3 May a very serious food shortage IDiQ:lt arise in 

Pa:estine owtng to an interruption in ·the flow of imports. The ili'.med ia te 

darJf2 81' of a food crisis in Pelestin·~ bs since be£n averted by the 

conclusion of an aereE~mer.;t 1rhich will •isure the import. of certain essential 

foods required to meet the needs ol Palhstine up to 15 July. This acrecment 

vas foreshadowed as a possroil:t ty in tZ. second special report of the 

Palestine Conra:tission to the Security Council (document S/(20), prepared 

su\)seq_uently to the submiasion of the Commission's ::ceport to the second 

S}!ecia~ session of the GEner8!l Aseem1Jly. Since this special :report and 

tho l"E.port to the AssemiJly vrel."'!:l presented the Commission was informed, 

in a letter from the Mandatory Power of 17 April 1')48, that the negotiations 

rofc:..~red to in parae<raph 18 of t·be special report have "been brought to a 

e;wcessfvl conclusion. Similar 8(!T0fflllenta have "been rGtlCbed for both the 

Ara o end Jewish communities of Pales ti11e. The ac:reements are as follows: 

Im.J)Ort licensee were issued on 10 April by the Food Controller in Palestine 

to the importing agents i·;ho hav-e hitherto acted for the Palestine 

A<'iministration, on behalf of Arab Chnn1bers of Commerce on the one hand 

and the Jewish Agency on the other. The importing a[,ents have agreed to 

advance eighty per cent of the cost of these imports, the Arabs rnd Jevrs 

advancing the remaining twenty per cent. HHh the a.ssists:nce of the 

Britjsh :Hinistry of Food, 26,000 tons of wheat flour will be im?orted 

into P3.lestine to complete the International Emergency Food Co:rnmi t+,ees 

allooations for Palestine for tho poriod up to 30 .June 1948. Of this 

gu.antity of wheat flour, 14,300 tons are deelgnated for the Arab sector 

and ll, 700 tons for the J<-H·rish sector. lr"})Ort licenses hnve also been 

granted ~or about 650 tons of canned and frc3en meat and for a certa1n 

quanti~J of oil and oil seeds, 
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T~ris a::rrn..;gement will meet the pressing needs of Pa:Uestine until 

about the middle of July. It should be emphasized, however, that in 

order to prevent any future break in the flo·,r of essential imports, it is 

necessary that further ar-.cangerr.ents be made without delay since on the 

average at least two morJ ths will elapse between shiJ:lment and delivery. 




