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Secretariat's note: 
...... 

The dratt.recOl'llDlendetions· (document E/CN.9/W.9) referred to in 
paragraphs 52 _and ;6, ~repared by the S~cretariat, ·are.·auperaeded by the 

recorrcendations of' general character adopted by the Statistical Commission 

and tne Population Oommi~s~.on at the~r last sess-ions, and by the specific 
. ' . 

recommendations ot the ~a.tter in regard 'to subjects to be covered by the 

censuses to.be ~ak~n in or aro~d 1950. ~ese draft ~ec~endations were 
' ' . . . 

not circulated to Memb~ .·aovel'lllJlents, but .the list of subjects is essentially 
similar to. the list .ot.topics suggested.by the :P~pUla.tion.Commission at its 

I ' ' ' I • 

second session and previously sUbmitted to the Goveruments tor their 

comments.

Iii. reg~a to pera~aph (S, ~t pa have been taken to consult and 

co-ordinate ~ v~ews ot ~t d.. epec1al1ied agencies . and 9tber inter­
gove~ntel organt~ati~~e prior tp the 1ssudns ot the' list ~t recomm~nded 
subject~ ~ det~tiQns..

,Jigp~S.· 

~-;.,.~ . - ~ . • f J·-. J.--·- · .• 



E/CN~3/51 
?8.f$.e .

1950 CENSUSES OF POPULATION 

52. ~·he Statistical Commission has studied the p?oposed recommendations 

regarding the subjects to be ineluded in the 1950 C{:li.1.SU£;.>?s of' :r;,.::.-lYtr.la/;;ion 

which are being plan-:led by a nun.ioer of Govr.::~·::J:..Q.e;.~;~.g (~l.J•~';.C.lf:n.t E/-:1N.9/W.9). 

The recommended definitions were prepa:r.l9d for sl..:hz!.~>Ji'<"'~ to the. Population 
~ . 

Corr~ission and to the Statistical C~~ission and refe~ to the tentative list 
. ' 

of items previously approved by the Populat:~on Commission,~: given gen~ral 

endorsement by the Statistical CWJ.'llission, and noted..l?Y' the· EcollOI)liC ~nd 
. 

Social Council. The Statistical Cont;;J.J.ss:i.on hA.v~ng given detailed 

consideration to thfs :J,Il~.;~:r;er,,, wj.shes ·tO •.~&:·'l Jts views respecting these 
.

items, the proposed definitions ·and h.1s.-*,f.\il ms.ttr.:.rs 

53. The ·comm:Hi~ion.c t by the proposed 

recommendations concerning sUbjects and definitions are in general 

desirable, believing that for the most part their adoption ~ould furt~er
 

international compa.:ttabilitrand that the definitions togetlier'.:with'bther

available m 'l&l ~ 1 h u ~y be. of nce. to .

Govertl its in la ning s·. 

5~.  subject. to· ~li t ·t below ~ ., 

Cot.mission  therefore  believes that  the list of subJ,cts aAd~ th~  ac~(.'lJ!I~~ing 
.

aefinitiona shoUl-d  by·. se e ~nforma.t;ipn 

o. ··a s ~nc eh  .in f · e be 
 

ra ticable· in the light f lla.ti nal.  conditions ;need  an< :·obJectives

'5 The C rim:fS8i :ct>»si em that it : ·'very iP >orta.nt·fur.ther to take 
 

accotmt of·a nd ordi tl e ievs of all interested specializeQ.. agencies . -
and other inter-governme~al organizatiQns bQfore.the list~f subJects and 

.

the i g def'in:l:t'i are. iss ~  .Aqcord iy:  
se tary,jGeneraJ.. to; resp6~ibili:ty for ·further consultatio~ u;p(l.n

th e. tech !'ce:t :.matter ith a e to ir r tillli. i s iXf-~ ... ~
' 

definitions or technical information that may in his judgment appear 

suitable to accomplish the obJectives mentioned above. The COllltllission in 

particular mentions that the concepts of' de facto and de Ju,;r~ population 

shoW.d be clarified. In this cormexion it is pointed out that necessary 

f'\ll!'thel;' eousultations should proceed expeditiously' so that Governments may 

obtain the materials to be provided early enough to be ot service to them 

il;l plann1ll8 their next population censt!ces. 

56. ;rn reviewing the list of· topics suggested and the reo~nded 

definitions the Statistical Commission ccosiders it not practicable to 

regard the list of' su'bJeets as a reca:uended minimt.ml to be used by all 

Gove~~~ or ip ~ard the defini .. iQPS ~ equall)r appl;teeble to all 

. /ct:Ntttries 

.j};[ 



cmmtries tn view of the wide differences in national needs and in 

stat~r.tical facilities. It does, however, consider that all countries 
tak.ing censuses should trJ to provide cozilparable data on the follmving 

items: total population, age1 sex, marital status, and types of economic 

activities. It is recognized that for various reasons the other items on 

the list contained in the Secretariat draft ( doc'Ul'llent E/CN. 9/vl. 9) would be 
applicable in various combinations to the purposes of e~ler groups of 

countries, although the importance of these items is such that the 

attainment of comparability even among a limited number of countries would 
be a significant advance. This is not to imply that there are not other 

sub~ects on which it may be important to obtain international comparisons. 

57. The Statistical Commission points out the desirability of using 
statistical sampling methods in population censuses and notes that these 

methods could effectively be applied in some countries and under certain 

conditions even with respect to the five items listed in paragraph 56. 
58. The Statistical Commission has recorded certain observations which 
appear in tlw summary records of its third session on the technical aspects 

of the recommended definitions and refers these to the Secretary-General 

for cona:tderation in the additional consultations recommended in :paragraph 

55. 
59. The Commission notes that according to information available to the 

Secretariat many countries have already indicated their intentions to 

cond.uct population censuses in or about 1950. It also notes that several 

countrtes have already taken population censuses since 1940. The Commission 

bel:teves that it is highly desirable to encourage the practice of haviog as 

many national censuses as :possible, with maximum provision for international 

comparability, conducted with approximately the same time reference. 

Becogni~ing that national resources may not in each case permit it, the 

Commission urges that as many countries as possible plan to take national 

censuses in or about 1950. In view of the fact that many Governments have 

not as yet developed modern census techniques, the Commission requests the 

Secretary-General to make adequate provision for rendering expert advice and 

assistance in this regard to those countries which may request it. This is 
in keeping with the resolution on this matter previously approved by the 

~conomic and Social Council (resolution 41 (IV), 29 March 1~~7). 




