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Secretariat's note:

The draft recommendations (document E/CN.9/W.9) referred to in
paragrephs 52 and 56, prepared by the Se.cretgriat » are"sﬁperseded by the
recammendatioﬁs of general character adopted by the Statistical Commission
and the Population Commission at their last sessions, and by the specific
recomrendations of the iatter in regard to subjlects to be covered by the
censuses to be taken in or around 1950 These draft recommendations were
not circulated to Member Governments » but the liet of subjects is essentlally
similar to the list or topics suggested by the Population Commission at its
second gession and p*eviously submitted to the Governments :t‘or their
comments.

In regard to paregraph 55, steps have been taken to consult and
co-ordinate the views of interested speclallzed agencies. and eother inter- ,
governmental organizatiqna prior to the issuing of the list of recommended
subjects and definitions,
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1950 CENSUSES OF POPULATION

52, Y%he Statistical Commission hes studied the proposed recommendations
regarding the subjects to be included in the 1950 census=zs of populaiion
vhich are being plarmed by a mumber of Govermsents {dosument E/ON.9M.9).
The recommended definitions were prepared for suhzissioy to the Population
Commission end to the Stetistical Commission and refer to the tentative list
of 1tems previously approved by the Populatiocn Commission,”given geﬁé;él
endorsement by the Statistical Cormission, and noted by the Econcmic and
Social Council, The Statistical Commiszsion having given detailed |
consideration to this matter.wisBes to mecord itg views respecting these
items, the proposed definitions and % lsied matiars.
53. The Comm¥¥éion. considers that the objcuiives sought by the proposed
recommendations concerning subjects and definitions are in general
desirable, believing that for the most part their sdoption would further
international comparability and that the definitions together with other
aveiléble materlals on these subjects may be of technicel assistance to-
Covernments in plainming population censuses.
5%, Subject to gqualifications set forth below or elsewhere stated the
Cormission therefore believes that the list of subjects and the accompanying
definitions should be issued by the Secretary-General for the information
of -Gorernments and for Such use ih the national censuses as may be
practicable  in the light of national conditions, needs and objectives.
55. The Commission comsidems that it is very important further to take
accolint of and co-ordinate the views of all interested specialized sgencies
and other inter~-governmentel organizations before the list ¢f subjects and
the gecompanying definitions are issued. Accoraingly ,
Secretary~Generel to assume responsibility for .further consultations upon
these techniceal ‘matters with a view to incorporating any revisions in-the
definitions or technical information that mey in his judgment appear
suitable to accomplish the objectives mentioned above, The Commission in
particular mentions that the concepts of de facto and de Jjure population
should be clarified. 1In this comnexion it ig pointed out that necessary
further copsultations should proceed expeditiously so that CGovermments msy
obtain the meterials to be provided early enmough to be of service to them
in planning their next population censuces,
56. In reviewing the list of topics suggested and the recommended
definitions the Statisticel Commission congiders it not practicable to
regerd the list of subjects as 8 recormended minimum to be used by all
Governments oy 1o regerd the definitions ss equally epplicable %o all
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countries in view of the wide differences in national needs snd in
statintical facilities., It does, however, consider that all countries
taking censuses should try to provide coﬁp&rable data on the following
items: total population, age, sex, marital status, and types of economic
activities, It is recognized thet for various reasons the other items on
the list contained in the Secretariat draft (document E/CN.3/W.9) would be
applicable in various combinations to the purposes of exaller groups of
countries, although the importance of these items is such that the
attaloment of comparability even esmong a limited number of countries would
be a significant advance. This is not to imply that there are not other
subjects on which it may be lmportant to obtalin international comparisons,
57. The Statistical Commission points out the desirability of using
statistical sampling methods in population censuses end notes that these
methods could effectively be applied in some countries and under certain
conditions even with respect to the five items listed in paragraph 56.

58, The Statisticel Commission has recorded certain observations which
eppear in the sumery records of its third session on the technical aspects
of the recommended definitions and refers these to the Secretary-General
for consideration in the edditional consultatlons recommended in paragreph
55,

50, The Commlssion notes that according to information aveileble to the
Secrciariat meny countries have already indicated their intentions to
conduct population censuses in or about 1950. It also notes that several
countries have elready taken population censuses since 1940. The Commission
believes that it is highly desirable to encourage the practice of having as
many national censuses ag possible, with meximum provision for international
comparability, conducted with approximately the same time reference.
Recognizing that national resources masy not in each case permit it, the
Commission urges that as meny countries as possible plan to teke national
censuses in or about 1950, In view of the fact that many Governments have
not as yet developed modern census techniques, the Commission requests the
Secretary-General to make asdequate provision for rendering expert advice and
asslstance in this regard to those countries which may request it, This is
in keeping with the resolution on this matter previously approved by the
Economic and Social Council (resolution 41 (IV), 29 March 1947).
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