
ENERAL 

~SSEMBLY 
GENERAL 

A/2066 
16 January 1952 

 ORIGINAL: ENGLI 

-----------~--------------------

Sixth session 
Agenda item 38 

Q~STION OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Re-port of the Fourth Committee 

Rapporteur: Mr. Harmed L!INNONG (Denmark) 

Dual Distributio 

l. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 449 ( V) of 13 December 1950, 

the ~uestion of South West Atrica was included in the agenda of the sixth session 

by the General Assembly at ~ts }41st meeting on 13 November 1951. At its 342nd 

meeting on the .same date thai General Assembly referred the ~uestion to the Fourth 

Committee. 

2. During its 20lst and 202nd meetings held on 14 and 15 November respectively, 

the Fourth Committee discus$ed a letter. from the President of the General Assembl; 

to the Chairman of the Co!IIliJ.fttee (A/C.4/la6) listing the items allo~ated to the 

Committee by the Assembly. Following a proposal by the representative of the 

Union of South Africa that ~he Committee should take up the ~uest~on of South 

West Africa as the second item on its agenda, and following a st~tement by the 

Chairman that a request had'been made, through the Reverend Michael Scott, for 

representati vee of the Herel'o tribe of South West Africa to be gi van an 

opportunity to state their jfiews before the Committee (A/0.4/187),.~ introduce 

an amendment (A/C.4/L.l34/Rsv.l) to the oral proposal made by the Union of South 

Africa. This amendment wai!l withdrawn in favour of an amendment (A/C.4/L.l35) 

sponsored jointly by Cuba, Egypt, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Liberia and 

the Philippines, proposing that the application for a hearing contained in 

document A/C.4/i87 be consi~ered as a previous ~uestion, to be taken up before 

item 1 of the agenda and that items 8 (Question of South West Africa) and 6. 

Unformation from Non-Self'-Gbverning Territories) on the provisional agenda of the 

Committee (A/C.4/186) be pl~ced as items 2 and 3 respectively on the final agend< 
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The repres"ntative of·~~ proposed treat the fi~·ot pm•agra.ph of the ~oint 

amendment be modified to the effect that applications for hearings prese,ted u i to
thepresent date, inoluC.ing that oonbai ned in document A/C. 4/187, be conttdere1i as

·a. 'previous "\ro.eetion to be taken ·up before the first item o::J. the agenda. I, This 

suggestion was accepted by the sponsors of the joint amendme:::~t. . . 

3· At the 202nd !lleeting of' the Co:llllli ttee on 15 November, the joint ame~9lnent ,l'i as 

modified, was put to th~ ;•ote. The first pa!>ag£anh reading: 

"Ileso~ that i;:Qe app)..icat>i.ons fqr h13a;rires contained in docUIIi.ent 

A/C.4/187 and sny o·~her documents 1le consid<JrGd as a previov.s quest~bn, 

to be taken up befozo<J 11..em 1 of the agendlju, 

was adopt eo. by a roll ocll veto of 39 to 1, ~ri t.h 13 abstentions. The vo~ing we.~ 
as follows: 

In favou:r.-: 
. 

Afgb,~nist:J.n, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Bysl0l1'ussian,: 
I 

 

 Soviot Socialist :S:epublio, Chile 1. China,. Colombia, Cos,ta Rio~, 
• 

Cubd., vzechoslovakie, Denma.i:'k, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,  . I, 

Egypt., E:t-hiopl.a, Guatemala., Haiti, Honduras, Indie,, IU:donesi~, 

Against: --
Abstainin?~ 

Iran, Ira.q, .. Lebanon~ Lioeria, Mexico, Pakistan., Philip;pines1 

,saudi Arabia, S;reden1 Syria, Thaila.."ld, Ukrainian Soviet 

{:locie.list Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republic~;~, urJu.ay,

_Venezttela, Yeme!l., Yugoalavia. 

'Qnion of E.outh Africa. 
'I 

Au~t::'a1ia, BeJ.giv:m., Canada, Fra1J.ce, Greece, IsraeJ., NetherlaJitds, 

:Ne;r Zealand, lloJ:><my 1 Peru, Poland, Uni tell. Kingd,om. of G:rea

Britai:.t and i<ortb.ern Ireland, TJnjted States of America. 

The second Pai'?grap£ readi~J; 

"De-.li§.es tha~ i terns 8 and 6 on the provisional af;e~d~ (A/C .4/l8$) . 

. be placen as ite~~ 2 and 3respectively on the 

was"" adopted by: 29 "7<J~es to '6' 1-rith 15 abstentions' .. 

final agenda. 11 

The amendment M .!!..:!!'~was adopted by 36 votes to 1, 'With 15 ab'irtentiolli!• 

4. At its 2031-d e.n6. 204th meetin,ss on 16 Novenber, the COlllulittee discussed thEj, 

question c:l" requests for hearings from x·epresen'.;atives of the ;populatior. of Sout)l 
.. ' 

West Af:::'ica. A joint. draft z·esoJ.ution (A/C.4/L.l36) was submitted by Brazil. 

Cuba, Ecu.ad.o.!,,~t.._9:!:latemala, IfJdia, ~lsi~, Pakistan -9-lld the PhHi:gpines}

proposing that the Coilllllittee shouJ.G. graat the reqv.eets of the petitioners rfrom  
I' 

/soutb. 1{ 9~t Afr. ca 
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South West Africa and expressing I! the wish that the Government of the Union of .South 

Africa facilitate the pram~t trafel of the representatives· from South West Africa 

to Paris for this purpose during!)the present session of the Assembly. Iraq 
II . 

submitted an amendment (A/0.4/L. ~31) to the joint draft resolution, adding th8 

following paragraph: 

"Expr~sses the hope tit the French Government will facilitate 

the granting of the necessary visas to the above-mentioned. representatives 

to enter France for the pur~ose of this rss~lution". . 

Following a statement by the rePi'esentative of France that, in accordance with the 

agreement cpnclucieci between the Wnited Nations anci the,French Government relating 
11 . I 

to the sixth· session of the GeMral Assembly 1 the French Government would make no 

difficulties about issuing the n~cessary visas to any person invited to participate 

in the work of the Assembly, ths'l representative of Iraq withdrew the .amendment. 

5· At its 204th meeting the co:inm1ttee adopted. the joint draft resolution 

(A/C.4/L.l36) by a roll-call vot~ of 37 to 7, vith 7 abstentions •. The voting was 

 

as follows: 

In favour: 

Against:. 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian 

Soviet Social;~st Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
I' Czechoslovaki~, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, 

· Greece 1 Guatelnala, Haiti, Inciia, Incionesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon,. 

Liberia, Mex:U~o, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland., Saucii 
;: 

Arabia, Swecie)l, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socia:Ust Republic, 
1! 

Union of Sov~~t Socialist·Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, 

Yugoslavia. 

·Australia, Bdlgium, France, Netherlancis, Nev Zealand., Union of 
I 

South Africa,;; United. Kingciom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland. 

Canacia, Chinr3i, Denmark, Israel, Norway, Peru, .United. States of 

America. 

The resolution as aciopted. read. ~s follows (A/C.4/190): ,, 

"The Fourth Committee;

"Having before it' the :it'equests of Hosea Kutako, Nikanor Hoveka, 
" Theophilus R.K. Katj'iuongru11 and David Witbooi representing the Herero, Nama 

/anci Damara 
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and Damara tribes (A/C.4/187), for a hearing before the Fourth Committee in,. 

li 
connexi?n with its consideration of the question of South West Africa,: 

. .. 

"Decides to grant the request of these chiefs a:r.d headmen and/or ·other 
• ' i 

spokesmen designated by them to appear before the Committee when this .item 

is taken up in order that the Committee may enjoy the fullest l,nformation on; 

and 

"Expresses the ~lish that the Gover!llllent of the Union of South M'rica wi!Ll 

facilitate the prompt travel of Hosea Kutako, Nikanor Hoveka, Theophilus R.~. 

Katjiuongua ·and David Witbooi, and/or suah other spokesmen as may be 

designated by them from South West Africa to Paris for this purpose d.wring 

the present session", 

6. At its 219th meeting on 5 December 19511 the Committee discussed an exchange 

of letter~ between the President of the ·General Assembly and the ·Leader of the 
,. • • • ' 1 • ' ' • ~ • "" .- • •• ' - • • '

delegation of the Union of South Africa which had been transmitted to the Chairman .. 

of the Committee by the President and circulated to the Committee as document 

A/C.4/196. As stated in these letters, the delegation of the Union of South .. , .. 
1
: 

Africa withdrew f~am the. meetings of the Fourth Committee, so that the Committee ' 

could not count upon -(;he participation and collaboration of that deleg!l-tion on this 

important matter, Man;Y delegations considered that this attitude amounted to a 

regrettable refusal by the delegation of the Union of South Africa to coope~ate iri 
. . . 

the work of the Fourth CclJ!IIlit·bee. ·some delegations expressed disapproval of the 
1 

terms used in .. the letter addressed by the del9gaticn of the. Union of South Afri.ca: 

to the President_ of the General Assembly . 
' ' ' ' ',· -. . 

7• At the t;~ame :meeting 'the repl'esentative of Lebanon proposed that the )l'ourth 

Committee hear the_ Reverend Michael Scott >-then the item o;f South West Africa is 

taken up by the Committee, The representative. of Brazil introduced an amel).dmr,nt 
1
: 

to th:t.s ,proposai''byadding the >-rords "pending the arrival in Paris of the s:p(ik~smen 
. . . ' -' . ,, 

mentioned in the previoU:s resolution. of tJ::le. Committee on the ~tter". The 

Committee adopted, the proposal, as amended, by a roll-call vote of 41. to nc>:q~, with 

11 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 
• 

Afghanistan, Arge~tipa,, Bolivia, Brazil~ BUI'llla, Byelorussiaz)., 

Soviet Socialist Repub'uo, Chile,, ChiDS., Colombia, Cuba., . 

Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador; Egypt, E;L Salavad~,

Ethiopia, G.reeca, Gu.atemala, Haiti, India,. Indonesia, Iran, 

/Iraq, 
• 

 
 



" 

.i:1.j.C.:U·b0 

Page 5 

Iraq, Lebano~, Liberia, Mexico, Nicarag"la, Pakistan, Peru, 
,, . . 

Philippines, ',Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, 

Ukrainian Sofiet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, U~guay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 

Against: None 

Abstaining: Australia, l\<iilgium, Canada, Deillllai'k, France, Israel, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, United Kingdom of GJ:>eat 

Britainsnd Worthern Ireland, United States of America. 

8; At its 221st meeting on 7 December, the Committee considered the question of 

when to take up the item. of Sou~h West Africa. The rElpresentative of Iraq proposed 

"that the Fourth Collllllittee take iiup the ~uestion of South ·West Africa tomorrmr 

(222nd meeting) and c.ontinue wi:th it until it finishes all business and 

documentation on the table. in cc;>nnexion \ri th it, but that the item should remain 

on the agenda to enable ~t to h~ar the chiefs if and when they arrive in Paris". 

TP.e .. l:'epl!'esentative of Cuba sugg$sted the addition of the lTCrds "and to deal, if 

necessary "with any other matter .relating to the· question under discussion". This 

amendment 'WaS acce]Jted by Iraq" The ]Jropoaal, as ·amended.; "ras adopted by 32 votes 

to 6, 1ilth 2 abstentions. 

9. During its 222nd, 22Jrd an4 224th meetings on 8, 10 and ll December res]Jectiv~ly

the Committee considered the re~ort of the Ad Hoc Committee on South West Africa 

(A/1901 and Adds. l to 3) . 

10, At its 222nd meeting, the. Committee heard a statement by the Reverend Michael 

Scott. At the same meeting Cuba, Demnark, Ecuador, Egyut, Iraq, Philippines, 

Tha~ and the United States of Ameriua introduced a joint draft resolution 

(Ajc.4/L.156) recommending that the Genera:L Assembly (a) comme;nd the Ad Hoc 

Committee on SouthWest Africa for its earnest and constructive efforts to find a 

reasonable basis of agreement; (b) endorse, in princ.ip:J.s, as a minimum, theiJroposal

of the' M Hgy Commi ttea, appendeid i.n 1 ts rE!port; (c) regret the fact 'Chat the Union 

of South Africa, in the course at' the negotiations wi tb the Ad Hoc Committee, 1rhile 

prBpared ·to negotiate on the baEJ'is of certain articles of the MB.nd.ate, indicated 

its unwillin~ess to give adectuwte expression to its internatio:cal obligations 

with respect to South West Africa, and in :particular with regard to the supervisory 

responsibility of the United Nations toward this Terri tory_; (d) declare that, since, 

the Union Government ca=ot avo~d. its international obligations by unilateral 

/action 
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action, the United Nations cannot recognise as. valid any measures takenl 1 uni.w·~eJoaJ,.IL] 
by the Union of South Africa which would modify the international status of 

Territory of South West Africa; (e) appeal-solemnly to the Government of theiUniqn -, !I / 
of South Africa to reconsider its'position, and urge it to resume negotiations on 

the basis of the Ad-~ Committee 1 s proposal f6r the purpose of concluding an '' 

agreement providing for the full implementation _of the adv.1.sory opinion of th~': 
'· ' ,, 

International Court of Justice; (f) m•ge the ·Government of the Union of South 
" Africa further to submit reports on the administration of the Territory of So~h 

West Africa and to transmi't petitions from communities or sections of the 

populat-ion of the Terri tory to the United Nattoi::w; (g) reconstitute unt,il the. 

next regular session of the General Assembly an Ad Hoc Committee on South West; 

Africa, consisting of the following memoers •.••• ,-and request it to continue to 

confer with the Union of South Africa conoerriing means of implementing the 

 

 advisory opinion ~f the Internati~nal Court cit Justice; (h) authorise the ~ ljloc 

Committee on South West Africa,. as an int~hm measure, and pending the completion

of tlie negotiations wi tli: the Union of South Africa, and as far as .possible in 

accordance with the prooudure of the former Mandate System, to examine reports '!:on 

the administration of the Territory of South West Africa as \rell as petitions ~d 
any other matters relating to the Territory that may be transmitted to the 

 
'Seoretar.y-General; and ( i) request the M Hoc c~~ittee to submit a report on ':I. ts 

activiti'es to the General Asilenfbly i.t -'its next ;e~iar session. 

ll• At its 224th meeting on 11 December, the representative o:l;' the ~<;Jlllinican 

. Republic-propos-ed that the eleventh paragraph (last paragraph .of the ;reamble) 

the joint .:4.'~ft resolution (A/C.4/L.l56) should be plMed immediateiy aft.\l_r tj:le,' 
' ' ' _,,. ·:. . :.· . .... . ' .

third paragraph. He propoeerd the deletion of the th::i:rteenth P"!;:r'ag.raph (second 

operative paragraph); by which the Assembly would enders~~ Ll pri~ciple, as a 

minimum, the proposal of the Ad Hoc Committee •. The sponso;s of the joint draft
• , • • 

;t>esoJ.ution accepted these amendments. . 
• j' .• 

12. _At the same meeting, the· committee voted on the joint draft resolution, 

13. A vote , by roll-_call yas ·taken on the fifteenth paragraph, which was _ado.:pteQ,

by 45 votes to 2, with 5 abstentions. The voting was as follows:.

/In f'avoult

 



In f'avour: 

Against: 

Abstaining• 
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Afghanistijl.;n, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian 

Soviet so&ialist Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, 

Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, 

Ethiopia,.Franc .. , Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Indonesia, 

Iran, Ira~, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 

Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Poland,·Saudi Arabia, 

Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of' Soviet Socialist Republics, United States .of America, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Australia, United Kingdom of' Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Belgium, Canada, Israel, New Zealand, Peru. 

14. A vote by roll-call was taken on the retention of' the words "on the basis of' 

the M 1!2£ Committee's proposal" on the sixteenth paragraph. It was decided, by 

19 votes to 12, with 21 abstentions, to dAlete these words. The voting was as 

f'ollows• 

In f'avour, 

Against: 

Abstaining• 

Canada, 

Norway, 

Chile, Denmark, Ethiopia, Greece, India, Netherlands, 
•' 

Sweden, Thailand, United .States of'. America, Uruguay. 

Afghanistan, Australia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republi~, Czechoslovakia, Guatemala, Iran, Iraq, 

Lebanon, Mexico, Panama, Philippines, Poland, 'syria, Ukrainian 

soviet Socialist Republic, Union of' Sovi.et Socialist Republics, 

Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, China, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican 

Republi-c, _Ecuador, Egypt, France, Hai tiJ Indonesia, Israel, 

Liberia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Saudi Arabia, 

United Kingdom of' Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Venezuela. 

15. The Committee decided to insert in the place of' the deleted _words "on the 

basis of' the~ :s!££-Committee's proposal" the words ·"with the Ad Hoc Committee". 

16. The representative of Poland requested that the-sixteenth paragraph be voted 

on i_n parts. The f'irst part of' the pa:rag:raph, as amended, up to and including the 

word,. "International Court o:r ·-Justice" was adopted by 42 votes to 5, 'with 

6 abstentions. 

17. The remainder of' the paragraph was adopted by 48 votes tQ none, with-

4 abstentions. 

18 A 
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18 •. ·A vote by roll-call was taken on tJ::e sixteenth paragraph as a· wb..i\i1e, as 

amended, _It was adopted by 41 votes to 5, with 6 abstentions. The ·voting 

was ·.as. follows:· 

In fayour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan,. Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada, 

Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republi'
1

9, 

Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Haiti, India, 
I 

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq_, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Netherl¢111ds.1 

New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, 1l'hilip!JinEB, 
' • I ' 

Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, United Kingd.om of • 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States ~f Amel!ica, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen. 

 Byelorua.sian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, 

PolllJld, Ulq:'ainian Soviet 'Socialist Republ1e, U:q.:j._on of SoV'iet 

Sociali_st· Republics. 

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Yugoslavia.

19. A vote by roll-call was taken on,. the seventeenth .paragraph, __ whichiwas 

adopted by 41 votes to 5, with 6 abstentions.. The voting was as follows: 

In favour. Afghanistan, Argentina, BoJ,i via, Burma, Canada,_ Ch~Je, 

: '· 
A,o:ainst: 

A bs ta:inineo 

China, Colombia~. Cub,a, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

Egypt, Ethiopia,, France, Greece, Haiti, India, Indonesia,' 

Iran, !rag_, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Netherlands, 

New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, 

Saudia Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, United Kingdom of . . . . . . - . -~. 

G;r_eat Bri'tain and Northern Ireland, )Jnited states of America, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, _Yamen,.Yugoslavia; 

EyelorussianSoviet Socialist-Republic, Czechoslovakia, 
., . . . 

Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Repu];)lics. · 

Australia, BOI,lgium, Brazil,. Guatemala, Mexico, Peru. . . ' ' . 

20. A vote by roll-call was take;n on the .loint draft resolution as a :whole 

(A/C.4/I,.l56), as amended. It was adopted by 3.9 .vote13 to 5, with 8 abstentions 

The voting was as follows: 

/In favow: 



In favour: 

Against: 

Abstainins: 
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Afghanistln, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, 

China, Co~ombia, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
' !: 

Egypt; Et~iopia, France, Greece, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq, Isr~el, Leb~on, Liberi.a, lftherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, 

Pakistan, i:Panama, Philippines, !Judi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, 
I' 

Thailand, !iUnited States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Xemen. 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
:, . 

UkrainiW1:> Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
!I • 

Republics't 

Australia) Belgium, Guatemala, Mexico, New Zeaiand, Peru, 

United Kingdom of Grsat Britain and Northern Ireland, 

Yugoslavia. 

21. Concurrently with the ab¢ve joint draft resolution (A/c.4(L.l56) the Committee 

had considered a joint draft pesolution (A/c.4/L.157) proposed by Cuba, Ecuador, 

Egypt, India and the Philippij;l.es by which the General Assembly would reassert its 

position, expressed i.n resolution 449 B(V) of 13 December 1950 that the normal 1·TaY 

of modifying the internationa~ status of the Territory of South West Africa would 

be to. place it under.the Inte*national Trusteeship System by means of a Trusteeship 

Agreement in accordance with the provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter. 

22. At its 224th meeting on R2 December, the Committee voted on this joint 

resolution (A/C.4/L.157). 

23. At the request of the re:(Presentative of Poland separate votes were taken on 

the three sub-paragraphs of the second paragraph of the preamble. This paragraph 

read as follows: "The Genera:;L Assembly,. having accepted the advisory opinion of 

U July 1950 of the Internatibnal Court of Justice concerning South West Africa, 

which states, ~ alia, tha;t; (a) 'the provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter 

are applicable to the Territopy of South West Africa in the sense that they provide 

a means by which the TerrHol:!pr may be brought under the Trusteeship System; 

(b) the provisions of Chapter: XII of the Charter do not impose on the Union of 

South Africa a legal obligat~~ln to place the Territory under the Trusteeship 

System; (c) the Union of Smith Africa acting alone has not the 'competence to 

modify the international stat'us of the Terri tory of South West Africa, and that 

.'the competence to determine apd modify the international status of the Territory 

·•rests with the Union of SoutH Africa acting with the consent of the United Nations." 
·' 

24. Sub-paragraph (a) of th<j) second paragraph of the preamble was adopted by 

44 votes to none, with 6 abs \mtions. 
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Sub-paragraph (c) was adopted by 45 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. 

25. The Joint draft resolution as a whole (A/C.4/L.157) was adopted by, 33 voj;es 

to none, With 17 abstentions. 

26. A-6 its ?42nd meetin~·'. the Committee decided to grant a request by the 

Reverend Michael Scott that. he be allowed to make a statement on the question '•of 
' ' 

the appearance before the Committee of the Chiefs and.headmen representing the 

Hsrero, Nama and Berg Damara tribes. 

27. At its 244th meeting the Committee, after having heard a statement by 

Reverend Michael Scott, expressed regret that it was not able to hear the Chiara 

from South West Africa. 

The representative of Iraq introduced a draft resolution (A/C.4/L.201) wh1ch 

was adopted by a roll-call vote of 40 to non~, with 9 abstentions. The voting 

was as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bali via, Brazil, Burma, Byslorussian 

Soviet Socialist Republic, bhile, China, Colombia, .Cuba, 

Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, 

El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesia, Iraq, 

Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 

Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, 

Thailand, tll!rainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 

Yugoslavia. 

None 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Ethiopia, Francs, Netherlands, 

New Zealand, United Kingdom of Grea.t Britain and Northel:ln 

Ireland, United States of America. 

The resolution as adopted read as follows: 

"The Fourth Committee 

"Decides that the statement of the Reverend Michael Scott, who has merited 
' from the Fourth Committee its admiration and gratitude, be sent.to the~ Hoc 

Committee on South West Africa for whatever use it may wish to make of it;, 

"Directs its Rapporteur to express in the report to the General Assembly tbe 

regrets of the Committee for not having been abJ.e to hear the Herero chiefs". 

28 ~ At the same meeting the Committee decided unanimously that the Ad Hoc Co~ ttee 
• I 

on South West Africa should be composed on Norway, Syria, Thailand, the United 1 

States of America and Uruguay. 
/29. At 
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29'; .. At its _246th meeting th41 Committee decided to grant a request of the 

Reversnd: Michael Scott that J:te .be allowed to make a further statement. . li - . . 

30, TJ:ie Reiire:iend· Michaei Scqtt was heard by the Committee at .i.;te 247th meeting. 

·31. At·· th:e 'same meeting the :b:'epresenteti ve ·of Ecuador .proposed that the 

Cominitte'e should;· in accordan,ce w1 th rule J22 of the rules of procedure of the 

General Assembly, reconsider ·the resolution of the Committee appearing on page 10 

of the draft 'report (A/C.4/L;•202) (see paragraph 27). ~e ColW!littee, 1\W a roll" 

call .ote of 41·-to none, witlo: 7 abstentions, adopted this proposal.. ~e. voting 

-was aa follows·: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Abstaining: 

Ar.gantina., Belgium; Bolivia', Brazil, Burma, Byeloruesian 

Soviet S~cialist Republic, Chile, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 

Demnark, :Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 

Ethiopia; Greece, Guat.emala,· Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Norway, 

pakistan1 Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, .Sweden, Syria, 

·~ailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialiet Republfc) Union. of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yem<>ny ·Yugoslavia. 

None 

Australia, ·Canada, France, Netherlan<l..?, r{ew_ Zealand,. 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and N?rthernlr_e_laJ?:<i,-'Oliitsd 

·states of America. 

32. The representative of Ecuador made the following oral am~ndments :t;o the: 

resolution referred to ~bove~

(a) To modify the ·first paragraph ·so as to read: ... ":Pecidee: tJw.t .. the 

statements made at the 244th· and 247th meetings of the COIDmittee ]ly the Reverend 

Mi'chael Scott, who has msri ted .frO!l:i. the Fourth Commi ttse its admira:tion and 

gratitUde, be sent to the :M,::!]2£ Committee on South-Wast Africa for whatever 

use it may wish to make of them"; 

(b) To .·.insert in the second paragraph after the word 11Heraro". the wora:s 

"Nama and Berg' Damara". 

33. At the same meeting, Ec~ador introduced an ad.ditional amendment (A/0.4/212), 

to add to the resolution a third paragraph as referred to below . 

34. At the 248th meeting th€. Committee voted. on .. the resolution and the amendments 

thereto. · The voting, was aa .follow" 
The amendment by Eouad.op t.o add .a .tllird paragraph read.ing as follows: 

/"Regue
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.:'Req_u6!Sts the Secreta.:ry-General to transmit to the Herero, Nama and. 

~r.a -tri.bes through their senior chiefll, or through the representatives 
!_cs-:-.J•)'l·-l ' -· - · ·· _ . · · · -·· · 

tf?,,.~~ter.1 . the official,. doc.umentatio:o, of the Sixth ses.sipn of the General·; 

Af3SielJiP4\ of,.the United J:latiOllS concerning the ques.tion of South West Africa". 
 '0 •' ' ,_., • 0 

~a,s adopt(j<l, .,b;y; a ~oll~pall vote of 34 to .one, with 9 absten.tions. 

was as follows: 

The votit1-g 

Brazil, Burma, Byelorust>ian Soviet 
.. -. '· 

Chile, ChLna, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 

Argentina, Bolivia, 

. Socialfst Republic, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, ·Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 

 

Against: 

Abstaining: 

Greece~ Guatemala, Haiti, :md.ia, Indonesia, Iraq, Liberia, 

Nicar~;~.gua, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 

. ~eden, Syria, ~ailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, 

·Yugoslavia.

Belgium 

Australia,_ Canada, Denmark, Franc::e, Israel,; .Nt3-t.Aerlands, 
·' _-,-·-----·:-:-. -.· 
New Zealand, United Kingdom of Gl;'eat Britain and Northern 

Ireland, United States of America, 

Paragrapp.s 1 and 2, as· runended, were adopted by 36 votes to l, :~th 7 

abstentions. 

The resolution as a whole, as amended, was adopted by 34 votes: to 1, with 9 

abstentions. 
:;(:·::· 

The ·te.l[l; of the resolution as adopted. read as follows:. 
.-:v: _ --n· .. .,_ l•-~. ·; -

::;ilf.e r~~i1}h Committee 
Decides that the statements made at i;he 244th and 247th meetings_of.tlle 

Col)ID!'! t1;<3-S bY.;. •. th.~,;Rev(lrend Michael Scott, who has meri i;ed from the Fourth Comm;t ttee 
-~----' -~ ,, ' . 

its admiration and gratitude, be sent to the Ad Hoc Committee on South-West Africa 

f:or Vhatell<)r :l;ISE!,':l.t ~!$;;\'.wish to make of the:t:~; 

Directs. i'f<_s Ila±Jporte!lr .tQ expre~s in. the report to the General Assembly the 

regrets of. th(l Collmlittee. for.:ngt having .been able to hear the Herero, Nama and 
. . . . 

Berg D..unara chief's;

R~quests the Secretary"~neral "to ~ransmi:Lto__ the_,,Here_ro,. Na.Illa and Berg Dam , 

tribes through their senior chiefs, or through the representatives of' the latter, 

tlit'l official documentation of the Sixth session of the General Assembly of' the 

United Nations concerning the g_uestim:i. of South West Africa". 

35. The Fourth Comm;t ttee therefore recommends to the General Assembly yhe 

' 
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Believing that an agreed Jolution of the question of South vleet Africa 

would pot only bring greater ptce and harmony to the Continent of Africa, but 

vro~d, contr:J,p~te signi:l'icantly:lito the relietlng· of. tensions in ;rider areas of 

 tho vrorld.1 , 

Qonsidering that the acco~tance of the adVisory.opinion of tho International 
:1 . 

Court of,Justice of 11 July 1950 is essential·to the rule of law and reason in 
, ' . . I' . . 

interns. tional affairs thus str~ngthening the cause of. tho United Na tiona, 

HaVing by resolution 449 ~~V) of 13 December 1950 .accepted tb..o. ad:visory 

opinion of the International Court of Justi.ce vdth respect to South iTost Africa, 
. . I! 

Recalling that the adviso~y opinion of the Into:rnational Court of Justice 

•rith respect to the Territory ~f South West Africa sets forth, ~ alia, that 

(a) The Terri tory of. Sou~h West Africa is a terri tory under the · • ' . :i 
Interns. tional Mandate ass.umed ~y tho Union of South Africa on 17 De comb or 1920,  ~ . I! 

(b) The Union of South Africa, acting alone, has not the competence to 
~ ! 

modify ,the international statlllj of the Territory of South West Afri.ca, and 

that th~ com~etence to determiJe and modify the international status of the 
: ~ il 

Terri tory- rests vri th the Union !lof South Africa acting vri th the consent of the 

United Nations, 

(c) The Union of Sou~h A~rica continues to have the international 

oblige. tiona stated in .article ~2 of the Covenant of t?e LeagUe. of NJ3.:t.ions 

and in .the Mandate for South W~st Africa as well as· the obligation to 
I 

transmit petitions from tho in~abitants of that Territory, the supervisory 

functions to be exercised by t~e Uni_ted Nati.ons, to vrhich the annual reports 
'I .. 

and the petitions are to be suliimitted1 . j 

HaVing established a comiD:jlttee of five, consisting of· the reprosorttati"Vos of 

Denmark, Syria, Thailand, the ~ni ted States of America and Uru~y, to confer 
. :· . 

1Tith the Union of South Africa :!concerning the procedural measures necessary for 
" implementing the adVisory opin*on of the Interna,tional Court of Justico, 

/=Ha=:v::in::s:_ __-
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Having authorized this committee, as an interim measure, to examine tho 

report on' the administration of tho Territory of South 1-lest Africa covar:$ng th~: 

:period since the last report, as ;roll as petitions and any other matters rolati~g 

to the Territory that may be transmitted to the Secretary-General, 

Havinn received the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on South West Africa 

(A/1901 and Adds. 1 to 3) 1 

Noting that the Union of South Africa submitted to the~~ Committoo on, 

South 1'Tost Africa a proposal which the M ~ Co:mmittee found UDB.cce:pte.ble 

because it did not allo'r for an adequate implementation of the advisory Opinion 

of the International Court of Justice and because the proposal !liade no ::,rovir.:ion 

for tho supervision of the administration of the Territory of South West Africa 

by the.United Nations, 

 
 

Noting that the Ad 1!2£ Committee submitted to the Union of South ·Africa a 

counter-proposal based on the existing Mandates Agreement and providing for a 
:· . . . 

procedure for the supervision of the administration of the Territory of-Bouth 

West Africa·oy the United Nations as nearly as :possible analogous to that which 

eXisted \mder the Lea~e of Nations and, to the extent :practicable1 .. involving 

international obligations no more extensive or onerous than those existing under 

the League of Nations, 

Noting that the Government of the Union of South Africa, in reply to tlle 

Ad Hoc Committee •s counter-:-proposal, had stated that it was willing to resume 

negotiations only on the basis of its own proposal, and bad :informed the Committee 

that tho Union of South Africa ;~s unable to accept the principle of 'submission 

of reports on the administration of the Territory, 

Ifoting with concern that the~ 1!9£ Committee was unable to comply with the 

resolution of the General Assembly authorizing it to examine the report on the 

administ!~tion of the Territory of South West Africa because no report was received,

and that no :petitions were transmitted by the Union of South Africa, 

1. Commends the Ad 1!2£ Commi.ttee on South Weat Africa for its earnest and 

constructive efforts to find a reasonable basis of agreement; 

C::,. Regrets the fact that, in.tho course of the negotiations with the 

Committee, tho Union of South Africa, while prepared t~ negotiate on the basis of 

certain articles of the Mandate, indicated its unwillingness to e;ive adequate  
 ergression to its international obligations with respect to South West Africa, ~d  

/in  
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supervisory responsibility of the United Nations 

3· Declares that, since ~hs Goverill!lent of the Union of South Africa cannot 

avoid its international obligatlons by unilateral action, the United Nations 

cannot recognize as valid any moasures taken unilaterally by the Union of South 

Africa ~·rhich would modify the :!iioternational status of the Territory of South 

West Africa; 

4. k,)peals solemnly to the Government of the Union of South Africa to 

reconsider its position, and urges it to resume negotiations with the Ad !!2£ 
Committee for the pu:rpose of concluding an agreement providing for the full 

implementation of the advisory:opinion of the International Court of Justice; and 

urges it further to submit reports on the ad:ndnistration of the Territory of South 

West Africa and to transmit to the United Nations peti tiona from coll!Illuni ties or 

sections of the population of the Terri tory; 

5. Reconstitutes until ·the next regular session of the General Assembly the 

~ ~ Coll!Illittee on South'West Africa, consisting of the following members, 

Norv1ay 1 Syria, Thailand 1 the lJnited States of America and Uruguay, and requests it 

to continue to confer with the Union of South Africa concerning means of 

implementing the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice; 

G. Author1zes the Ad H¢c Committee on South vfest Africa, as an interim 

measure, and pending the completion of the negotia tiona vri th the Union of South 

Africa, and as far as ):lossiblb in accordance with the procedure of the former 

Mandates System, to examine reports on the administration of the Territory of 

South 'Host African as well aei petitions and any other matters relating to tho 

Territory that may be transmitted to the Secretary-General; 

7. · Roguests that Ad ROc Committee to submit a report on its activities 

to the General Assembly at its next regular session, 

B 

Tho General Assembly, 

Having by its resolution 449 B (V) of 13 December 1950 reiterated its 

resolutions 65 (I) of 14 Declember .1946, 141 (II) of l November 1947, 227 (III) 

/of 26 Nove:m.bor 
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of 26 November 1948 and 337 (IV) of 6 December 1949 to the effect that th¢ 
' Territory of South 1iest Africa be placed under the International Trusteeship 

Sys',;om, 

Having accepted the advisory opinion of 11 July 1950 of the International

Court of Justice concerning South West Africa, _11hich states, inter alia, that: 

(a) The provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter are applicable to tho 

Territory of South West Africa. in the sense that they provide a moans by 

which the Territory may be brought under the TrUsteeship System; 

(b) -The provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter do not impose on tqo 

Union of South Africa a legal obligation: to place the Territory tmdol; tho 

Trusteeship System; 

(c) The Union of South Africa, acting alone, has not the competence to 

modify the international status of the Territory of South West Africa, and

that the competence to determine and modify the international status of the. 

Territory rests with the Union of South Africa acting lli th. the consent of t~e 
United Nations; 

Reasserts its position, expressed in resolution 449 B (V) of 13 December i9~0,

that the normal way of modifying the international status of the Territory ;rould 

be to place it under the International Trusteeship System by means of a 

Trusteeship Agreement in accordance ;d th the provisions of Chapter XII of the 

Charter. 

 

 
 




