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Report of the Secretary-General

1. The United Nations Tribﬁnal in Libye vas established pursuant to srticle X

of resolution 388 A (V) on the economic and fingneial provisions releting to

Libya, adopted by the Ganeral Assenmbly on 15 Decenmber 1950. As the resolutlpn did
not specify the period‘of tlme for which the Tribunal was establighed, the qustion
of the continustion ‘of ﬁhe functions of the United Nationsg Tribunal Iin leya;was
1ncluded in confovmity math the Asserbly's lutention, in ‘the agenda of the Eighth
gesslon. At 1ts hBBrd plenary meeting, on 23 October 1953, the General.&ssemblj
reaolved that the Uniteu Nations Tribunel in Libya Bhould continue in exlstence and
requosted the SecreﬁaryﬁGeneral, after consuliation with the Governments coﬂcerned
regnrding the fuiurd of the Tribunel, to report to the Geperal Assembly a8t 1%s
tenth session {resoluti&n fo2 (VIII)).

Eu The Sﬂcreua*y-Genewal wrote, on 6 June 1955, %o the Governments of Italy and
Libya requasbting thelr Views as to the advisabilitj of continuing the Unitcd Natione
Trivmal in Litya sefter! the expiration of the year 1955, He also communicaﬁed with
the President of the United Nebiona Tribunal in Libya on the matter.

3. Information om. theuactivities of the United Wations Tribunel in Libya ﬁor the
period from 1 July 1953 to 15 June 1955 is conteined in the annual rerorts dn the
work of the Organizatioﬁ pragented by the Secretery-Gzneral to the ninthE aﬂd

1/ See O7ficial Resordh of the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement Fo. 1,
chapter IV, Bect on: 11 {a).
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tenth~' sessions of the Geneval Assembly. By a communication dated 5 July 1955,
the President of the Tribunel informed, the Secretary-Generzl that it had rendered,
on 27 June 1955,.its final judgment in Ca-e Wo. 2 relating to a number of
Institutions, companies and associatlons in Libys, and that as of that -date there
was no case pending before it. The ageuts of the Italisn and Libjan Governments
ned, however, indicated that, should the negotiations between the two Govermments
on matters arising under General Assembly resolution 388 A (V) not result in an
agreement, certain cases would be submitted to the Tribunel.

L, In reply to the Secretary-Genergl's communication of & June 1955;:the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ttaly, by e letter dated 7 September, stated that
it was the view of the Italian Government that the United Kations Tribumal in
Libya should remain in existence at least until‘thé end of 1956. It was also the
Italian Government'!s opinion that the seat of the Tribunsl should be removed to a
country other than Italy or Libya. The reply of the Gofernment of Ttaly is
reproduced below (ammex I).

5. By a letter dated 1L September 1955, also in reply to the Secretary-General’s
communiecation, the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affalrs of Libya
stated that, in the opinion of the Libyen Govermment, the admission of the
Tribunal had now been completed to the extent possible and that the continuation
of the Tribunal would therefore no longer be Jjustified. The reply of the

Government of Libya is reproduced below (annex IT).

2/ Ibid., Tenth Session, Supplement No. 1, chapter IV, section 14 (a} and (b).
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ATNEY I

Letter from the Minister for Forelgn Affalrs of Italy addressed
' to the Secretaryv-General

Rome, 7 September;lOSS

I have the honour ﬁo refer to your letter Leg. 453/3/01 of 6 June 195,
which you ask for the Italian Covermment's views regarding the continuance qf the
United Netions Tribunalnin Libya in order to facilltate the preperaticn of your
report to the tenth- sesaion of the General Aspembly, pursuant to resolution.792
(VIII) of 23 Octcber 1955. :

In thanking you fo# your courteous copmunication, I have the honour to &nform
you thet the Italian GOVErnment considers that the United Nations Tribunal ﬁhould
remein in existence at leaaﬁ until %he end of 1956. It was, in fact, only in
June 1955 that Italy anq Libya could resume their negotilations regardlng tha
eonclusion of the varioqs agreements referred to in resolution 588 (V) of |
15 December 1950. f f

The Italian Governﬁent is Tirmly resolved to bring the current discussions
to a satlsfactory conclusion. Wevertheless, vhile it 1s impossible to ventﬁre

an estimete of their duyation, ve cannot exclude the possibility of dlsagreément
on points of interpmetation and the consequent need of further recourse o fhe
Tribunel. h

The Itallan Government considers that, as 1t already stated in a aimilar
situation in July 1953,é/the continued sxistence of the United Nations Tribﬁnal
represents an inﬁispensable safeguard, ‘

. The Italian Government is also of the opinion that the geat of the Tri?unal

should be removed outsiqe the territory of either Farty. ,

The Italian Government is therefore confident that the tenth General.A?sembly
of the United Nations, gindful of the above~-stated opinion, will decide that this
important body should céntinue in existence. '

{Signed) G. MARTINO

2/ See Official Records of the Ceneral Assembly, Eighth Session_J Annexes, égenda
item 55, document A/2lL59, annex II.
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AINGY TT

Letter from the Prime Minister and Minister For Foreign Affalrs of
Libys addiressed to the Secretary-General

Tripoli, 14 September 1995

;
I deeply regret that circumstances have prevented me from replying earyier

to your letter of 6 Juné 1955 relating to the continuat*cn of the United Na ions
Trivupal in Libya. .I hqve pleasure in ;nforming you that I em now in a posytion
to comply with your. reqﬁest and trust that my reply asrrives in time. The Lfbyan
Govermment con81der$ that the Tribunal has now completed its mission to the extent

that it has been p0331ble for it to do so. Moreover, the present state of

relations hetween Libya»and Italy generally, and the position of the two paytles
with regard to the tranSfer of property, organized by resolution 388 (V), nq
longer Justify in our O?lnlon the continuation of so impeortant & body as th%
United Wations Tribumal, gince the most importent and most contentious point, that
of the public establishmenta, wes setiled by the Tribunel in its decision 0
27 June 1955. I am.alsm glad to be able to lonform you that, in the course ¢f the
Italo-Llhyan conversations which were held in June 1955 and resumed on j
5 Bepltenmber, a great deal of common ground has been found, and we belleve that an
agreement, between the two parties will shortly be concluded. !

In any case, in the unlikely event of disagreement, the Libyan Governmént
and the Italiean Governmgnﬁ would, in my opinion, be able to set up an approprlate

conciliation or arbitra@ body et their own expense.

(Signed) Mustapha b. HALIM

Prime Minister and .
Minister for Foreign Affairs






