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REQUEST FOR THE INC!,USION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM IN TEE AGEl'IDA 
OF TBE TENTH REGULAR SESSION: ITEM PROPOSED BY INDIA 

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 01'1 THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION AND 01'1 
. THE EFFECTS OF EXPERIMENTAL EXPLOSIONS OF THERMO-NUCLEAR BOMBS 

Letter dated 16 September 1955 addressed to the Secretary-General by the 
Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations 

New York, 16 September 1955 

In continuation of my letter dated 30 August 1955,·! have the honour to 

enclose. an e:l(,pl:.natory memorandum concerning the item entitled "Dissemination 

of info1·mation. on the effects of atomic radiation and on the effects of 

experim<e;rl;o.l explosions of .thermo-nuclear bombs" proposed for inclusion in the 

agenda of the tenth regular session of the General. Assembly. 

55-22615 

(Signed) At-thur S. IJ\.LL 

Permanent Representative of India 
to the United Nations 
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EXPLAi~ATORY 11EiVlORANDUM 

DISSEMINATION OF IIJFOP.MATION ON THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION 
1\lilD ON THE EFFECTS OF EXPERIMENT.l\L EXPLOSIONS OF TREP.MO-NUCLEAR 

BOMBS 

1. The use of radioactive materials l:)as presented to the world a powerful new 

tool 1>hich is widely being use<i in many fields such as agriculture, biochemistry, 

biology, industry and medicine. The use of these materials, ho1fever, is attended 

by serious hazards to the ·persons working with them. Most countries are 

therefore studying the effects of radiation so as to extract the maximum benefit 

and at the same time to devise means of protecting those who have to handle 

radioactive material. These countries, however, are carrying on their 

investigations independently and even in each country there is no agreement as 

to the degree of exposure which can be tolerated. 

2. For the attainment of full industria.lization and for the continuation of 

ciVilization and its further development, atomic energy is not merely an aid; 

it is an absolute necessity. As the atomic energy programme develops in the 

whole vrorld the ni.unber of atomic pm;er stations and other installations 

producing radioactive materials will considerably increase. It is, therefore, 

essentia.l that the data about the biological and other effects of radiation 

should be studied with scientific objectivity and .thoroughness. 

), The way in which radioactive material produced in the tests of nuclear and 

thermo-nuclear weapons is dissipated over the world is not yet fully known. 

There is a marked divergence of opinion among scientists as to the long-term 

consequences of detonating nuclear and thermo-nuclear bombs for experimental 

purposes, more particularly with regard to the genetic effects. While ollllost. 

all are agreed that ultin:ately the background radiation could increase to a 

level vrhich vrould epdaoger the existence of mankind, many consider that a stage 

has already been reached when further experimental explosions of atomic vreapons 

may have disastrous results for the entire human species some hundreds of years 
hence. 
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4. Since all nations of the world, and not merely tile ne:t;ions conducting the 

experiments, may.suffer as a result of the after-effects of tests of nuclear 

and thermo-nuclear bombs and other activities undertaken by various countries 

for the development of atomic energy, the Government of India considers that it 

is essential to set up imned:!.ut=ly an international organization which will 

collect and co-ordinate the data on the immediate and long-term consequences of 

nuclear radiation as ~1ell as the known effects of el.']erimental explosions of 

the hydrogen and nuclear bombs, and ::.n:t'crm the world of the same. 

5· The Government of India, therefore, requests that t:1e above item be placed 

on the agenda of the tenth regular session of the General Assembly. 
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