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REQUEST FOR THE IWCTUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM IN THE AGENDA
OF THE TENTH REGULAR SZ5SION: ITEM FROFCSED BY INDIA

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION AND ON
' THE EFFECTS OF EXFERTMENTAL EXPLOSIONS OF THERMO-NUCLEAR BOMBS

Letter dated 16 September 1955 addressed to the Secretery-General by the
Permenent Representative of India to the Unlted Nations

New York, 16 Seéptember 1955

In continuation of my letter dated 30 August 1955, I have the honour to
enclose &nexplsnatory memorandum concérning the ltem entitled "Dissemination
of inforration on the effects of atomic rediation and on the effects of
experimental explosions of thermo-nuclesr boribs" proposed for inclusion in the
agende. of the tenth reguler session of the General Assembly.

(Signed) Artur §. LAIL

Permanent Representative of India
to the United Natlons

55-22615
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION
AND ON THE EFFECTS OF EXPERIMENTAL EXPLOSICNS OF THERMO-NUCLEAR
BOMES

1. The use of radicactive materigls has presented to the world a powerful new
tool which is wildely being used in ﬁany fields such as agricuwlture, biochnemistry,
biology, industry and medicine. The use of these waterials, however, is attended
by serious hazards to the persons working with them. Most countries are
therefore studying the effects of radiation so as to extract the meximum benefit
and at the same time to devise means qf'protedting those who have to handle
raficactive material. These countries, however, are cerrying on their
ilnvestigations independently and even in each country there is no agreement as
to the degree of exposure which can be tolerated.

2. For the attainment of full industrialization and fcr the continuation of
civilization end its further development, atomic energy is not merely an eid;

i% 15 an absolute necessity. As the atomic energy programme develops in the
whole werld the number of atomic power stations and other installations
producing radicactive materials will considerably increase. It is, therefore,
essential that the data about the biological and other effects of radiation
should be studied with scientific cbjectivity and thorcughness.

3+ The way in which radicactive material produced in the tests of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weapons is dissipated over the world is not yet fully known.
There is a merked divergence of opinion among.scientists as to the long-term
conseguences of detonsting nuclear and thermo-nuclear beonbs for gxperimental
burposes, more particularly with regard to the genetic effects. ‘While almest.
all are agreed that ultipately the background radiation could increase to =
level which would endanger the existence of mankind, many -consider that a stage
has already been reached when further experimental explosions of atomic weapons

way have disastrous results for the entire human species some hundreds of yesars
hence,



Af20h9/Add. 1
English
Page 3

4. Since all nations of the world, and not merely the nations conducting the
experiments, wmey suffer as & result of the aftef—effects of tests of nuclear
end thermo-nuclear bombs and other activities undertaken vy various countries
for the development of atomic energy, the Covermment of India considers that it
is essential to set'up immediat=ly an international organization which will
collect and Eo-ordinate the datavbn the immediaté and long=term conssquences of
nucleasr radiation as well es the known effects of gxperimental explosions of
the hydrogen and nuclear bembs, end inferm the worlid of the same.

5. The Government of India, thereforé, raguests that the sbove item be placed

cn the agenda of the tenth regular session of the Genersal Asseumbly.
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